
NZ Update – 23 October 2014 
 
Rotorua Festival:  The Willowhaven Holiday Park, 
a tranquil rural location on the shores of Lake 
Rotorua was the site for this year’s NZ Festival. 
Situated just north of Rotorua, it proved a very 
enjoyable location indeed.  Members gathered from 
all around the country, with those from Invercargill 
coming furthest.  Two Aussie couples also joined us, 
adding to the fellowship and contributing to worship 
services. 
 
Members were able to stay in cabins and chalets 
surrounding the meeting hall, close to the edge of 
the lake, or in nearby motels. The city of Rotorua was only 10 minutes’ drive away. 
 
After light showers on the first day, the weather settled into clear and fine for the balance of 
our time. This year’s Festival had been shortened to five days as a trial for maximising 
attendance and economising financially. 
 
Several activities were organised and the fellowship was typically noisy and jovial.  Events 
included a seniors’ luncheon at Valentines Restaurant in downtown Rotorua, a visit to 
aMAZEme for the younger ones, a pot luck BBQ at the hall one night and a Karaoke family 
evening with potluck dinner at the Netherlands Hall on the final night.  As expected, the 
singing was the typically mixed bag from great to sort-of-OK but the fun and food was top 
notch.  But then, fellowship with food is part of what makes the gatherings so special.  
 

Sermons covered a variety of inspiring and 
interesting topics. On the opening evening 
Peter Lindop explored the application to us of 
Israel’s journey from Egypt to the Promised 
Land. Festival Coordinator Dennis Richards 
introduced communion with the story of 
Bartimaeus’ restoration to community in the 
morning song service and Rex Morgan drew 
out spiritual parallels from the ten gates of 
Jerusalem repaired by Nehemiah. Brian 
Barnes highlighted the five crowns promised 
to Christians, and Dennis Gordon expounded 
on the spiritual miracle of our “circumcision of 

the heart”. David Wong asked the question “Who are You?” and drew lessons from our call 
to priesthood, and Phil Baldwin focused on the importance of thanksgiving in the Christian 
life. Dennis Richards wrapped up the Festival with a message on how the final judgment 
completes God’s great plan of reconciliation, and its implications for the church today. 
 
Inspirational and uplifting worship music was led by Louis Smith, Lianne Trevarthen, Phil 
Baldwin and Marilyn Wong. Attendance was generally between 60 and 70. 
 
The Church board took the opportunity of holding a meeting while the trustees were in 
Rotorua. Among other items, they discussed the current financial and pastoral needs of the 
church, considered the new church website being constructed by Kerry Gubb, and approved 
the budget for 2015. 



 
Photos of the festival can be viewed on the Facebook Festival event page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/762137757180487/ 
 
The following message has come in from a couple of festival visitors: 
 
“Hi Dennis. Just want to say thanks for the opportunity of attending the NZ festival. Pam 
and I truly were overwhelmed by the friendship and joy of all who were there. It was such a 
privilege to catch up with old friends and meet new ones and to feel the spirit of cooperation 
and unity. 
 
“Thanks also for the messages, we took quite a few notes and have been looking over them 
in the past few days and will no doubt pass on some of those lessons to our own 
congregation. 
 
“In fact, I will be giving the sermon this Sunday at our local congregation and plan to show 
a power point presentation which I put together from the photos taken during the festival. 
In so doing hopefully many more will be inspired to come to your beautiful country and to 
future festivals. 
 
“Thanks again and regards, Barry and Pamela Rice” 
 
Vanuatu: This year the Vanuatu members, who live mainly in Rory village on the island of 
Malekula, proposed a change in festival site, so we decided to hold it at Luganville on the 

island of the Holy Spirit (Espiritu Santo) for the 
first time ever. 
 
My flight was meant to go straight to Santo via 
Port Vila on Sunday, but when I got to Vila I found 
the flight from there to Santo had been cancelled 
due to an aircraft breakdown (Air Vanuatu only 
has one large plane). So I had to stay overnight in 
Vila and take the 7.30am flight on Monday, by 
which time thankfully the aircraft brakes had been 
repaired.  
 

I stayed at the home of William, Carmen and 
Lindy Davies, about 30 minutes’ drive (on an 
unsealed road liberally peppered with potholes) 
from Luganville. The Davies have a large farm 
there, with beautiful park-like grounds on the 
edge of a lagoon, but it is currently on the market, 
with the family planning to move to Port Vila as 
the farm is now too large for them to maintain. 
They request our prayers for a successful sale 
process. 
 
The Malekula members had come by boat, about a 

4 hour voyage. Some stayed in a motel, and others with relatives living in Luganville. 
Services were held in a room at the University of the South Pacific, a very nice yet 
inexpensive venue. All the attendees enjoyed lunch each day at a Chinese restaurant that 
offered a special deal for us.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/762137757180487/


 
Last Wednesday we had a picnic at a lovely beach 
resort. There was heavy persistent rain all the 
night before, but it cleared up just in time for our 
trip to the picnic. Services were held early on the 
last day (7.30am) as the boat for the members 
returning to Malekula left at 10.00am, and they 
would have had to wait a few days for the next 
opportunity. 
 
I returned to Port Vila on Friday and found that 
Euan Kanas had been admitted to hospital that 
day. I was able to visit him on Saturday, and also 
met for a couple of hours with John Davies, who saw me off at the airport for my return 
home.  
 
Hope Project: The TV ads have been screening from Oct 12-26, and the booklet was sent 
out yesterday to all homes in NZ, except for those with “No Junk Mail” notices. If you have 
missed the TV ads, they can be seen on the Hope Project youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRLsHfyaJAhuMTTC3WYbqmw 
 
If you don’t receive the booklet and would like a copy (or a few copies for your congregation 
to share with friends or family) please let me know. I have a small supply of the booklets. 
 
There is some great information and some excellent NZ-made videos on the conversational 
website HopeProject.co.nz and the discipleship website 10DayChallenge.co.nz.  Some of 
these would be great to show at services or small groups. Details of our Auckland and 
Wellington congregations are listed on the map at the website for new people interested in 
visiting a church near them (http://10daychallenge.co.nz/churches/). 
 
Thanks for your prayers for the response of Kiwi Christians to this great opportunity to 
engage others in conversations about their faith, and for the success of the project in 
encouraging “seekers” to think more deeply about Christianity and accept God’s invitation to 
a relationship with Him. 
 
Warm regards, Rex 
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