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MINUTES FROM FIRST MEETING (24 October 2013)

Working Group 1: Definitions

Femicide Across Europe, COST Action IS1206

Dr. Lisa R. Muftić (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Chair of Working Group 1

Dr. Chaime Marcuello (Spain), Co-Chair of Working Group 1

The first meeting of Working Group 1 (Definitions) was held on Thursday, October 24, 2013 in Jerusalem, Israel (see Appendices).  In order to aid in the development of a femicide definition, informational sessions were held featuring internationally recognized experts in the field.  The first half of the conference, which was attended by members of the Femicide Across Europe project and public, was devoted to keynote addresses by the invited guest speakers.
Professors Rebecca Dobash and Russell Dobash, Professors Emeritus of Criminology in the School of Law at the University of Manchester, UK and Distinguished Visiting Professors at Arizona State University in the United States presented “When men murder women: Evidence and lessons from the murder in Britain study”.  Their presentation (see Appendices) covered:
· International homicide rates

· Definitions (e.g., fratricide, regicide, parricide, sororicide, infanticide, homicide, femicide, uxoricide, familicide)

· Conceptual and explanatory frameworks

· Legacy of explanations and definitions ranging from violence against women to the murder of women

· An overview of the Murder in Britain Study (including methodology employed, and findings) 

· A typology of femicide was presented

· Intimate partner – which constituted 39% of the cases studied

· Sexual murder – which constituted 36% of the cases studied

· Older woman (age 65+) – which constituted 15% of the cases studied

· The challenges of studying and defining femicide was discussed

Professor Jacquelyn Campbell, Anna D. Wolf Chair and Professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing in the United States presented “Femicide as the murder of women: Advantages and disadvantages of an apolitical approach”.  Her presentation (see Appendices) covered: 
· International homicide rates and what they tell us about femicide (including data bases, rates disaggregated by gender, rates by regions)

· Other forms of intimate partner death and possible global surveillance (including homicide-suicides, trafficking in females, women’s physical security, war)

· Femicide in the United States

· Collaborative testing of complex models 
· WHO multi-country study
· Femicide and the connection with infant and maternal mortality

· Overlap between physical, sexual and emotional abuse

· Physiological model for IPV-HIV acquisition/progression

· Sanctions and sanctuary

· Frontiers to address – sanctions

· To decrease IPH, must keep track – measure & understand – through collaborations

· Collaborations that lead to transformation

· Partnership paradigm

· Routine screening and brief counseling (2012 Affordable Health Care Act)

· US State Department Initiative (2012)

· Coaching boys into men

· IMAGE study

· Pigs for Peace

· Together for girls

· Million women rise

Professor Naeema Abrahams, Deputy Director of the Gender and Health Research Unit of the South African Medical Research Council presented “Defining and conceptualizing femicide: Observations from the South African case-study”.  Her presentation (see Appendices) covered:
· South African studies in femicide

· Theoretical framework

· Context of female murders

· Risk factors for gender based violence and femicide

· Differentiation between intimate femicide and non-intimate femicide

· Intimate femicide perpetrators and motive

· Sexual murders and rape homicides

· The importance of looking at victim age

· Legal outcomes

· Femicide suicides

· Injuries and mechanism of death

· Missing data

· An overview of the South-African study into femicide (including methodology employed, and findings) 

· Lessons learned
The second half of the conference was closed to the public and involved only the COST working group members and invited speakers.  In this part of the meeting, small groups were formed and an informal exchange of ideas and discussions were held involving all WG #1 members and invited speakers over brunch.  These conversations were a prelude to the more formal session in which the main points of the presentations by invited speakers were discussed.  There were lengthy discussions as to what constitutes femicide.  Because of a lack of time, the working group was not able to reach a consensus as to a formal definition for femicide.  Rather, it was decided that a follow-up meeting would be necessary in which to build a wide and consensual definition for the Action.  In the meantime, the working group as chosen to accept a more traditional view of femicide and, as such, femicide is defined as the killing of women and girls because they are women and girls. 
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