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High School and College Nationals Report 

The High School and Collegiate National Judo Championships were held in Spokane, Washington in March. Some impressive talent was 

showcased in the two competitions. With competing sports and activities vying for their focus, retaining and developing the promising 

young players is a formidable challenge for American Judo. 

Spokane's Shinohara? Potential 
Pitfalls ofVideo Review 

Popular with the fans of football, a coach has 

one chance in each half of a game to challenge 
a ruling on the field; inconclusive video review 

results in keeping the call made on the field. 

When a challenge is refuted or inconclusive, 

the team making the challenge is penalized 

with the loss of a time-out. Judo coaches and 

fans often wish there was such a system in judo 
to correct injustices, and even the director of 

the PJU Referee Commission thinks it is com­

ing (see Diaz interview, page 3). 

The Collegiate National Judo Championships 

gold medal match in the men's -73 kg division 
ended as a tribute to the need for and the 

problems that might be associated with video 
review. The referee called "ippon'' and white 

jumped up ecstatic with his perceived victory. 
The crowd was led to chant "blue" by team­

mates of the blue player. The officials con­

ferred and awarded the match to the blue play­
er. The coach of the white player and most of 

the crowd expressed disbelief, and the referee 

commission met with the officials as they left 
the mat. After several minutes in conference, 

they returned to the mat and attempted to 

recall the players to the mat; apparently, the 

officials had decided to reverse the decision. 

The coach of the blue player instructed his 
player to not return to the mat, and other high 

level referees intervened with the opinion that 

since the officials had left the mat the decision 

was not able to be reversed. 

Upon subsequent video review of several films, 
white clearly initiated and executed the throw, 

a rolling kata guruma that, depending on the 

angle from which the tape was made, deserved 

ippon (in which case the wrong player won) or 

alternatively hansukomake for a head dive (in 

which case the correct player won). What is 

the moral of the story? Even video review 

won't solve every difficult officiating question 

in dynamic judo matches. And things that 

seem painfully wrong or unjust can teach us 
lessons about character, emotion, perspective, 

and the healing power of time. 

The white player was given a silver medal and 

a special sportsmanship award. 

High School Results 
Spcci;tl Awuds: 
Best T~chniquc Male: N-aotomo Gil»on 
Best T«hniquc Ft:malc: Veronica Cuullo 
hghting Spirit Mak Harry S1. Lege-r 
F1ghting Spirit Female: Marti M;~lloy 

DIVISION: Women 44 kg 
I. Brianna a\iATSUURA, R.Jncho P~los Verdes. CA, Palos Verd~ P<":niosula 
2. Juli YAMANAKA. Oc<":an,id<":, CA. Carisbad High School 

DIVISION: Women 48 kg 
I. Chrtitina PRO, Jt"ffmon Hills, I'A. Thom.u jt"fferson 
2. Ann SHIRAISHI, E.lk Grovt", CA. Shddon H1gh School 

DIVISION: Women 52 kg 
I. Chrisrint' ELLIS. \'l:'esrfidd. NJ. Homt" Schoolt"J 
2. Anna PALMER. Sacram<":nro. CA., R.lo Americano lligh S 

DIVISION: Womt"n 57 kg 
I. Marti MALLOY, Oak H:ubor, WA, Ch.k Houbor High Scho 
2. Tawny UEMURA, Torr.mce, CA, W 10rrancc High $cho 

DIVISION: Womt"n 63 kg 
I. Vt"ronica CASTIU.O, Richnwnd, CA. Fl Cerrito High S 
2. janin<": NAKAO. Marina, CA. Sra.sid<": High School 

DIVISION: Women 70 kg 
I. JenniferTliTASS, El Cmito, CA. Salesian High School 
2. Oronia JUAREZ, Fresno, CA. Central High School 

DIVISION: Women 78 kg 
I. Sam~nt.ha LANG, Tualatin, OR, Tua.Lui.n H.S. 
2. Amlx:r THEIS, Bmtow. G\, Barstow High School 

DIVISION: Women •78 kg 
I. Chd.s<":a SIAKI, Vacavillt", CA. \\-til C. \t"ood Htgh 
2. Missy TASHIRO. Spolune. WA. Jod Ferris High 

DIVISION, Mon 49 kg 
I. Marcus KAWAHARA, San Jo~. CA. Branham High School 
2. Carlos BEDOLlA. s.tn Fernando, CA, JFK High School 

DIVISION: Men 'i2 kg 
I. IOshiya NISHIMURA, Wesrch~tt"r, OH, Ukota E.ur High 
2. Daniel HUNG, Cupertino. CA, The Harker School 

DIVISION: Men 55 kg 
I. Chul~ !lUNG, Cupenino, CA. The Harke-r School 
l. Matlhew DIAS, Fremont, CA, JFK High School 

DIVISION: Men 60 kg 
I. Kt'nny HASHIMOTO, Thornton, CO, Thornton Htgh School 
2. Grant NAKASHIMA. Kent, WA. K.tnrwood High School 

DIVISION: Me.n 66 kg 
I. Noaotomo GIBSON, Scorch Plains, NJ, Ping.ry School 
2. Michael CLDRED, Fruitland. 10, Fruitland High School 

DIVISION: Men 73 kg 
I. Garry ST LEGER, Brooklyn, NY, James M~dison HighS 
2. Edwin ARANZAZU, Cranford, NJ, Cranford High School 

DIVISION, Mon 81 kg 
I. Zachary KOSTOPOULOS, Somervtllt', fl.iA. Somervillt" Charter 
2. Harry ST LEGER. Brooklyn. NY, James M~diJon High 

DIVISION: Men 90 kg 
I Brandon HALSEY, Occansidt", CA. Rancho Buena Vista 
2. Dw~k GEYER, WC'atht"rford, TX, -li-iniry Chrinian 

DJVISION: Men 100 kg 
I. Jonathan FULLER, Elmendorf, TX. E Ontr:al High Schoo 
2. Keith LOHSE. I~rello. ID, Ccnrury High School 

DIVISION: M<":n ... 100 kg 
I. ~ron SHIOSAKJ, Lomit• CA. Palos Vt"rdct Pennisula 
2. J. Oanid MCCORMICK. Arlingron. TX, l..amar High School 

Complett" results ~t: 
www.wjudo.org/rmults12003hscoll.htm 

College Results 
Sp«ial Awards: 
Oursr;anding Mak DavKI Fuku<k, Boise State Univ. 
Oum.mding ~male: Tditha Ell G., Rmgcn. Univ. 
Tom Lambm Award: K.uutalu At:a, Slip~ry Rock Univ. 
Jeremy Glick Sportsmanship Award: Dristin Mo~ley. Univ. ofTcnnCS$t'. 
Team Awal(h: SanjOK Sr.art" Univt"rsiry won both rh<": Men's and Womt"n's 
rom awards. 
San JoSt"'s Co~ch Mr. Yosh Uch1da was named Co.:~ch of rht" Year 

DIVISION: Women 48 kg 
I. Diana CAPOCASA, Carpenrersvillt", IL, Elgm Community College 
2. C.arol~<": NERON. Ypsjb.mi, MI. E..:.rt"to Michigan Univ. 

DIVISION: Women 52 kg 
I. Siri TRAVIESO. Miami. FL. f-lorida Inti. Univ. 
2. Kart"n GEORGE.. Lafa~tC', LA, Umv. of Louisiana·lafayt 

DIVISION: 'X'omt"n 57 kg 
I, Stephani<": a\tOYERll.iAN, Cl~monr, CA. Harvey Mudd Coli~ 
2. jt"uica MOSER. San Jo~. CA. San jost Smt' Univt"rsiry 

DMSION: 'X'omen 63 kg 
I. MariJa DIOKIC, San Francisco, CA, San Francisco Start" 
2. Heidi BARTKOWSKJ. San Jose, G\, San Jose: Stat(' Univt"rsiry 

DIVISION: 'X'omen 70 kg 
I. Tdidu ELUS, Wotfidd, NJ, Rutgers Univ. 
2. Kimbe-rly BALOGH, Flapralf, A2. Nonhero Arizona Univcn:J 

DIVISION: \'(·Omen 78 kg 
I. L1sa UEMURA. Salirw, CA, Univ. Calif. S;~.n Diego 
2. Molly O'ROURKE, lkrkdt"y. CA, Conm Com College 

DIVISION: Men 60 kg 
I , Darunyon BURROWS, Fruitland. ID. Boist" State Univ. 
2. frank SANCHEZ. W Covin.a. CA. Calif. Stat(' Fullerton 

DIVISION: Me.n 66 kg 
I. David FUKUDA. Fruitbnd. 10. Boilt' State Univ. 
2. Janusz LABEDZ. San Jo~. CA, San Jo~ Sratc: Univcoiry 

J)JVJSION: Men 73 kg 
I. Casey GAMBREL, San J05t', CA. San Jose StJt<": UniVt"niry 
2. Kazutaka ARA, Slippery Rock. PA. Shppc:ry Rock Univ. 

DIVISION: Men 81 kg 
I. Slivaru SAJUS, San Diego. CA., San Diq;o City Collt:gt" 
2. YuJin TOMA. Fresno, CA. Fresno St;~.re 

DIVISION: M.t"n 90 kg 
I. Muc UEMURA. 5.tlin.u, CA. UniVt"nity ofCa!ifornioa 
2. Andy COHEN. Colorado Springs, CO, Univt"rsiry of llim't':r 

DIVISION: M<":n 100 kg 
I, Gmt't1 ORR, Nol<":nsvill<":, TN. Univmiry of1Cnn(':S5('( 

DIVISIOI\0: Men ... 100 kg 
I. Jon~lhan LEONHARDT, San Josc, CA., San Jose State University 
2. ~ron RliTHNICK, San Jose. CA. ~n Jose Srale Uni\'ersity 

Complet<": raulu at· 
www.usjudo.orsftmults12003h5coll.htm 
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