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PART 3   READING (50 points)    

Read the texts below and choose the correct answer. Then mark A, B, C or D on the 
optic form. 
Questions 1-6 

The Acone Family 
  The Acone family lives at 39 Canal Street in New Orleans, the USA. There are four people in the 

family. They are Mr and Mrs Acone and their two children, Roberto and Bruno. 

  The Acone family lives in a small house. The house isn’t great, but it is comfortable. It has two 

bedrooms, a living room, a kitchen and a bathroom. All of the rooms are small. In front of the 

house, there is a small garden. There are beautiful flowers in the garden.  

  Mr Tiberio Acone is a computer technician. He works in a small office of a factory. He watches 

TV in his free time. Mrs Rebecca Acone works in a large office downtown. She is a secretary. She 

likes reading in her free time. Roberto and Bruno go to Lake College. They are good students and 

they study hard. They are also good musicians. Roberto plays the violin and Bruno plays the piano. 

They are a busy family. 

   

1. The Acone family lives in ________. 

 

A. France B. Spain C. Greece D. the USA 

 

2. There are ________ people in the Acone family. 

A. three B. four C. five D. six 

 

3. Which of the following is FALSE about Acone family’s house? 

 

A. It is comfortable. 

B. It has got three bedrooms. 

C. There is a small garden in front of the house. 

D. All of the rooms are small in their house. 

 

4. Mrs Rebecca Acone likes reading in her free time. 

 

A. True B. False 

 

5. Mr Tiberio Acone works ________. 

 

A. as a computer technician 

B. in a large office downtown 

C. as a secretary 

D. at Lake College 

 

6. Which of the following is TRUE about the Acone family? 

A. Bruno plays the violin. 

B. Mr Tiberio Acone watches TV in his free time. 

C. Roberto and Bruno go to Oxford University. 

D. Roberto plays the piano. 
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Questions 7-11 
 
                                                Looking for Adventure 

Take a trip with us around England to find the best places for lots of fun during the school 

holidays. 

Legoland is just outside London in a fantastic forest and every child will feel like a king for the day 

there. Young visitors can fight pirates or get lost in the labyrinth! There’s also the Driving School.  

Children can drive Lego cars there. Of course, it is all completely safe. 5 

Alton Towers is in the centre of England and it is the most popular funfair in Britain. It is far from 

London, so visitors can stay at the hotel there. The hotel isn’t cheap, but it is comfortable. You can 

get Coke from the tap – not just water! 

 The rides are out of this world – you can understand how an astronaut feels. Unfortunately, you 

sometimes have to wait in queues, but it is worth it. 10 

Woburn Safari Park is the biggest safari park in Britain and is a wonderful place. You should ask 

an adult to drive you round because you can’t walk next to the animals. Check that your car 

windows are closed and don’t be surprised if monkeys decide to have a picnic on your car!

 

7.  In Legoland, young visitors can ________. 

 

A.  do safari                                                 C.   have a picnic 

B.  drink Coke from the tap                        D.   fight pirates 

 

8. ________ is the most popular funfair in Britain. 

     
A. Legoland B. Alton Towers C. Woburn Safari Park D. New Orleans 

 
9. “it” (line 7) refers to ________. 

    

A. the hotel B. a funfair C. a day trip D. the centre of England 

 

 

10. Which of the following is FALSE according to the text? 

 
A.  Woburn Safari Park is the biggest safari park in Britain. 

B.  Legoland is in a fantastic forest. 

C.  Alton Towers is near London. 

D.  There is a labyrinth in Legoland. 

 

11. You can see monkeys in Woburn Safari Park. 

     
A. True B. False 
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Questions 12-18 

Harry Houdini was born on March 24, 1874 in Budapest, Hungary, with the name of Ehrich Weisz. He 

came from a large family. He had six siblings – five brothers and one sister. At the age of four, Ehrich 

moved with his family to the United States, first to Appleton, Wisconsin, and then later to New York 

City. The family was poor and young Ehrich never graduated from school. Instead, he worked to help 

the family. Ehrich and his brother Theo were interested in magic, and at the age of seventeen, Ehrich 5 

began his career as a magician. He changed his name to Houdini, after the name of a famous French 

magician, Robert Houdin. 

   In 1893, Houdini married Beatrice Raymond, whom he called Bess. For the rest of Houdini’s career, 

Bess worked as his assistant on stage. The couple didn’t have children. 

   At first Houdini wasn’t very successful. But in 1899, he started to do “escape acts,” in which he 10 

escaped from chains and handcuffs. People came to see him escape from chains and boxes underwater. 

In one famous act, Houdini escaped from a large milk can filled with milk. Houdini became rich and 

famous all over the world. Also, he had a role in several movies, but quit acting when it didn’t bring 

money. 

   In 1926, Houdini was sick during a performance. After the show, he went to the hospital. But it was 15 

too late – he died at the young age of 52. 

 

12. Ehrich Weisz was Harry Houdini’s real name. 

     
A. True B. False 

 

13. According to the text, which of the following is FALSE about Houdini? 

 
A.  He was born in 1874. 

B.  He was an only child. 

C.  He had a poor family. 

D.  He never finished school. 

  

 

14. It is clear in the passage that Robert Houdin ________. 

 

A.  taught Houdini some famous acts  

B.  was a famous French magician 

C.  helped Houdini economically 

D.  was Houdini’s brother 

 

15.  In 1893, Houdini ________. 

 

A.  moved to Appleton with his family 

B.  started making movies 

C.  became rich and famous 

D.  married Beatrice Raymond 

 

16. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as one of Houdini’s famous “escape acts” in the text? 

     
A.  Escape from chains and handcuffs 

B.  Escape from a locked cupboard  

C.  Escape from boxes underwater 

D.  Escape from a large milk can full of milk 
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17. “quit” (line 13) is closest in meaning to ________. 

    

A. increased B. succeeded C. decreased D. stopped 

 

 

18. Which of the following is TRUE about Houdini according to the text? 

 
A.  Houdini’s wife worked as his assistant on stage. 

B.  In 1874, Houdini started to do “escape acts”. 

C.  Houdini and his wife had three children. 

D.  Houdini died in a car accident after a performance. 

 
Questions 19-23 

As prices and building costs keep rising, the “do-it-yourself”(DIY) trend in the U.S. continues to grow. 

“We needed furniture for our living room,” says John Ross, “and we just didn’t have enough money to 

buy it. So we decided to try making a few tables and chairs.” John got married six months ago, and like 

many newly married people these days, John and his wife are struggling to make a home at a time 

when the cost of living is very high. The Rosses took a 2-week course for $280 at a night school. Now 

they build all their furniture and make repairs around the house. 

Jim Hatfield is another person to follow DIY trend. He works in a shoe making factory, but he also has 

a full-time job at home because he has three boys and his wife died. Last month, he received a car 

repair bill for $420. He says: “I was deeply upset about it. Now I’ve finished a car repair course, I 

should be able to fix the car by my-self.” 

John and Jim are not unusual people. Most families in the country are doing everything they can to 

save money so that they can fight the high cost of living. If you want to become a “do-it-yourselfer”, 

you can go to DIY classes. And for those who don’t have time to take a course, there are books that tell 

you how you can do things yourself. 

 

 

19. We can learn from the text that many newly married people ________. 

 
A.  find it hard to pay for what they need 

B.  prefer to learn from books rather than courses 

C.  cannot save money although they take DIY courses 

D.  have full-time jobs 

 

20. John and his wife went to evening classes to learn how to________. 

 
A.  run a DIY shop 

B.  make furniture or repair things at home 

C.  save time 

D.  improve the quality of life 

 

21. When the writer says that Jim has a full-time job at home, he means Jim ________. 

 
A.  makes shoes in his home 

B.  does extra work at night 

C.  does his own car  

D.  keeps house and looks after his children 
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22. Jim Hatfield decided to become a do-it-yourselfer when ________. 

 
A.  his car repairs cost too much 

B.  the car repair class was not helpful 

C.  he could not possibly do two jobs 

D.  his wife died 

 
 

23. What would be a suitable title for the text? 

 
A.  Problems of  Couples 

B.  Living in the Country 

C.  The Disadvantages of DIY 

D.  You Can Do It Too 

 
Questions 24-30 
Vincent van Gogh was born on 30

th
 March 1853 in a little village in the south of the Netherlands. He 

was the eldest child of a clergyman and had three sisters and two brothers. Coming from a respectable 

middle-class family, Vincent learned to love reading books and drawing. However, he was not a 

brilliant student at school. Rather, his talent was displayed in art. His parents realised his gift in this 

area and admired his drawings. This was important to young Vincent. 5 

   Vincent’s interest in paintings was partly influenced by his uncles, three of whom were art dealers. 

At 16, he started work at Goupil and Company, an important firm of art dealers. Impressed with his 

work, his company sent him to work in the London gallery. In England, he became distressed by the 

sight of poverty all around him and the enormous gap between the rich and the poor. He decided that 

he wanted to help the poor and started reading the Bible to become a priest. His work suffered and he 10 

was transferred to the main gallery in Paris. Later, he was dismissed for absence without leave. He had 

also failed to qualify as a priest. 

   It was not until 1880, at the age of 27, that Vincent decided to become a professional artist. He spent 

the next five years developing his artistic talent. He had little money and lived in cheap rooms all over 

the Netherlands. The death of his father in 1885 shattered him. However, he became more determined 15 

than ever to be a successful artist. 

  Throughout his life, Vincent was poor; often hungry and ill. It was his determination to succeed that 

kept him going until he collapsed in 1890 and died at the age of 37. His paintings are colourful, bold 

and passionate, often constructed with painstaking care. It took him several months to finish his work. 

His work is well-known for its beauty and emotion. Today, he is perhaps the most famous painter in 20 

the world. In 1987, his painting of ‘Sunflowers’ was sold in London at a high price. He also left behind 

over 40 self-portraits capturing himself in different moods: cheerful, grim, determined and miserable.  

 

 

24. Van Gogh was very successful at school.     
A. True B. False 

 

 

25.  “this area” (lines 4-5) refers to ________. 

A. talent B. art C. reading D. school 
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26.  When Van Gogh was 16 years old, he________. 

 

A.  decided to become a professional artist 

B.  became a priest 

C.  started work at a firm of art dealers 

D.  lived in cheap rooms all over Netherlands 

 

27. “shattered” (line 15) is closest in meaning to ________. 

    

A. depressed B. encouraged C. grew D. disappeared 

 

 

28. Van Gogh ________. 

     
A.  only used dark colours in his paintings 

B.  cared about the poor people  

C.  died when he was 40 years old 

D.  gave up his ideal to become a successful artist when his father died 

 
29. Van Gogh’s paintings are famous for their beauty and emotion. 

     
A. True B. False 

 

30. Which of the following is FALSE about Van Gogh according to the text?  
 

A.  His parents liked young Vincent’s drawings. 

B.  His uncles had an effect on Vincent’s interest in paintings. 

C.  His painting of ‘Sunflowers’ was sold in 1987. 

D.  He often completed his work in one week. 

 

 

Read the following paragraphs and find the irrelevant sentence in each paragraph. 
Then mark A, B, C or D on the optic form. 
 

Questions 31-34 
 

31.   (I) There are lots of cat behaviour facts that are tied in to their body.  (II) Some of the things that 

come to mind are tail twitching, hair on the back rising and a lot can be said by a cat through the 

position of his ears. (III) You can even learn about your cats’ emotions by looking into his eyes. 

(IV) In addition, cats do not only make sounds when they are happy. 

 

A.  I B. II C. III D. IV 

 

32.  (I) Contemporary rock and pop music has come about due to vast advances in technology. (II) In 

this respect the impact of the microphone should not be underestimated. (III) Further, certain 

environmental forces may influence how they sing. (IV)  It has enabled quiet, intimate sounds to 

be magnified. 

 

A.  I B. II C. III D. IV 
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33.  (I) Veganism is a way of living which excludes all forms of exploitation of the animal kingdom.  

       (II) It wasn’t until 1944, when the first Vegan Society was formed in England. (III) It applies to  

       the practice of living on the products of the plants to the avoidance of all animal products.  

       (IV) Furthermore, vegans do not use soaps, cosmetics, or household products which contain animal 

       fats or oils. 

           

A.  I B. II C. III D. IV 

 

 

34.  (I) Even if it sounds strange to many of us, some ice cream manufacturers once tried a ketchup ice 

cream. (II) Ketchup dates back as far as 1600 AD, when sailors travelling to China discovered a 

sauce called ketsiap. (III) It was a sauce that was made out of soy or oysters and didn’t contain 

tomatoes. (IV)  This version quickly changed ingredients to include mushrooms, anchovies and 

lemon peel and then in the late 1700’s tomato ketchup began the transformation to today’s sweet 

tomato version. 

 

A.  I B. II C. III D. IV 

 
 

Choose the correct sentence that completes the meaning of each paragraph. Then 
mark A, B, C or D on the optic form. 
 
Questions 35-38 
 
35.  ____________________. Such an event happened in Poland once. A visitor praised a friend’s new 

       set of dishes and only narrowly escaped having to take them home with her saying, “They are just too  

       heavy – thanks so much all the same.” 

       

 

 

36. Nowadays, sales is an increasingly popular and well-paid option for people choosing a career. It  

      has the advantages of close contact with the public, greater opportunities for promotion and fairly  

      often, the ability to travel with your work. _________________. They must be presentable, able to 

      communicate effectively and, above all, they must have the power to convince customers that they  

      need what is on offer.  

  

 

A. It is always a good idea when you travel to pack as little as possible 

B. As a guest, it is always embarrassing to discover that your host has bought an expensive  

gift for you 

C. Always allow a little extra space in your luggage for shopping or presents  

D. Admiring a specific item too enthusiastically may oblige the host to give it to you 

A. Despite its positive aspects, it is still a high-pressure job 

B. No matter what product they are selling, the same qualities are required for all sales people 

C. There are a wide number of competitive, international companies that sell quality products 

D. Only hard-working and dedicated employers can solve problems effectively 



                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                           SAMPLE III Page 14   

 

 

 

 

 

37.  _________________________. There are various stories about how it started.  According to one    

      legend, soap-making began by accident about 3,000 years ago on Sapo Hill near Rome. Peasants  

      offered animals as burnt sacrifices to their gods on Sapo Hill. Fat from the animals filled the altars  

        and soaked down through the wood ashes into the clay soil. Women discovered that this soapy clay 

        was a help in washing clothes. 

 

 
38. Your favourite brand of nail polish might have a hidden ingredient that can give harm to your body. 

Researchers at  Duke University and the Environmental Working Group have pinpointed a common 

polish ingredient that is present in nail polishes. _________________________.  However, this 

chemical is claimed to have some side-effects one of which can be making you gain weight. 

 

 
Read the texts below and choose the correct answer. Then mark A, B, C or D on the 
optic form. 
Questions 39-43 
 
In modern times, it was perhaps the “gentlemen scientists” of the nineteenth century who came closest 

to a genuinely objective form of scientific research. These privileged amateurs enjoyed a financial 

independence which most scientists today cannot have, and which enabled them to satisfy their 

scientific curiosity without the need to please patrons. With the growth of scientific research after 

World War II, science has become an expensive occupation. Many scientists today look back upon the 5 

1960s as a golden age of modern-day science, when research was mainly funded by the taxpayer and 

scientific enquiry was seen by governments to be part of the public good and worth paying for. 

Today, the situation is very different. “Academic freedom” is now often little more than an illusion for 

most scientists working at universities or in publicly-funded research institutes. Moreover, science is 

now largely dominated by the interests of the industrial world, and hence, hardly deserves the name 10 

“science”. 

 

39. According to the passage, the major difference between the “gentleman scientists” and present-day  

      ones ________. 

     

A.  has frequently been ignored by governments and universities 

B.  is that the former were free to research as they chose, while the latter are not 

C.  has become a highly controversial issue in university circles 

D.  is not nearly so obvious as some people believe it to be 

 

 

A. Historians report that soap was used in France in about 100 AD 

B. Almost all soaps used today are made from artificial materials 

C. No one knows exactly when or where man first made soap  

D. Detergents and soaps clean soiled material in much the same way 

A. Triphenyl phosphate, or TPHP, makes nail polishes more flexible and durable 

B. People who frequently paint their nails share some common characteristics 

C. Cosmetics has always been the main focus of some scientists 

D. Some chemicals supposedly damage women’s hormones and immune system 
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40. The cost of scientific research has declined after the World War II. 

      

A. True B. False 

  

41. In the 1960s, ________. 

     

A.  research activities were largely carried out under the sponsorship of industry 

B.  scientists would have to work for more than a decade to enter upon a golden age 

C.  academic freedom was already a thing of the past 

D.  scientists carried out their research activities at the public expense 

 

 

42. The phrase “part of the public good” (line 7) means ______. 

     

A.  beneficial to society 

B.  disregarding the good parts of a work 

C.  solving all the problems of the society 

D.  unnecessarily expensive for society 

 

43. The writer of the passage states that contemporary scientific research ______. 

      

A.  is far more concerned with theory than with any practical application 

B.  finds its best milieu within universities 

C.  is mostly controlled by the interests of industry 

D.  offers one of the most exciting and stimulating of careers 

 
Questions 44-46 
 

From time to time, ingenious or philanthropic spirits have tried to invent a single world language, 

but no man or government has yet succeeded in inventing the language for a nation, let alone the 

world. The most successful, Esperanto was designed by Dr Ludwik Zamenhof, a Polish oculist, in 

1887. Aiming to provide a simple and rational second language for all people everywhere, he tried 

to make Esperanto easy to learn, regular in grammar and pronunciation. Almost a century after its 

invention, this most attractive of prefabricated languages has hardly been acquired by a lot of 

people - only about a hundred thousand speakers dispersed over eighty-three countries. The meagre 

success of artificial international languages simply testifies to the mystery and fascination of 

language. 

 

44. Of the attempts at creating a prefabricated language, none has had as much success as Esperanto.

A. True B. False 

 

 

45. According to the passage, artificial international languages ________.    

  

A.  have never been learned by many people 

B.  are more successful than is sometimes believed 

C.  have been widely used throughout history 

D.  have been successful on a national level 
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46. It can be inferred from the passage that Dr Zamenhof ________.  

    

A.  studied all prefabricated languages 

B.  knew too little about languages to create a successful artificial language 

C.  would have been disappointed to see the number of speakers of Esperanto today 

D.  had an appreciation of complex languages 

 

 
Questions 47-50

In the realm of the spirit world, the mask is more than mere facade. It is utterly transformative. The 

man in the mask — and it is nearly always a man — may speak in a different voice, move differently, 

behave differently, because he is a different being. The mask is put on. The line between reality and 

illusion, god and man, life and death blurs. The masked man is not playing a role. He becomes the 

role. 5 

The mask is the centerpiece of a costume, often with props, that the wearer carries during a 

masquerade, a ritual ceremony performed before a community. Some masquerades are entertainment 

— a parade, for example, or dance that reinforces the cultural identity of a community. Others remain 

embedded in religious or social ritual. In these performances the masquerader may serve as a kind of 

moral policeman: instructing, punishing, maintaining and restoring order, or presiding over a passage 10 

— boy to man, citizen to leader, planting to harvest. 

The origins of masking are lost in the fog of ancient history, but they may reside, art historian 

Herbert M. Cole suggests, in hunting rituals: the desire to embody or perhaps appease the spirit of the 

prey. 

For more than 20 years photographer Phyllis Galembo has travelled Africa and Haiti documenting 15 

the art of the masquerade. What is it about masks? “It’s the creativity,” says Galembo. “It’s not just 

the mask. It’s about the entire ensemble and the uniqueness of ritual dress.” In making her images, 

Galembo travels to both cities and remote villages and, with the help of a guide, puts her ear to the 

ground in search of masquerade ceremonies. She sets up lights and tripod facing a wall, a fence, the 

side of a house, and allows her subjects to position themselves. She shoots one roll of 12 frames. 20 

That’s it. “Either I have it, or I don’t,” she says. More often than not, she does. 

 

 

47. According to the first paragraph, which of the following is NOT one of the functions of the mask?   

A.  It causes a dramatic change in the man that puts it on. 

B.  The gap between reality and illusion starts to fade away. 

C.  It helps the masked man to forget he is acting. 

D.  It enables the masked man to show his own character. 
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48. Which of the following is FALSE about the masquerade according to the text? 

 

 

49.  “The origins of masking are lost in the fog of ancient history” (line 12) is closest in meaning to  

        ________. 

 

 

50. Which sentence best describes Phyllis Galembo’s point of view about masks? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

END OF THE TEST 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.  It may entail a parade that lays emphasis on cultural identity. 

B.  It aims to challenge the rules and regulations of a small community. 

C.  The masquerade in religious or social rituals may act as a manipulator and controller. 

D.  The mask is the most important item of a costume in the masquerade. 

A.  it is not known for certain when masking originated 

B.  masking undoubtedly started in ancient history 

C.  the importance of masking has diminished since ancient history 

D.  masking probably started in foggy weather 

A.  She is confused about masks. 

B.  She thinks masks are very popular art pieces. 

C.  She believes masks represent more than a costume. 

D.  She wishes more photographers were interested in masks. 


