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Introduction and 
Acknowledgments

The story of Chaim (Heinz) Geron, from the day of his birth 

until his immigration to Israel with his wife Esther, the 

mother of his children, is an adaptation and expansion of 

the first pages of his writings from 1987–1991. The late Ruth 

Meron translated his manuscript from German, in a rather 

free manner. Most of the pages deal with his adult life after 

his immigration to Israel and they are outside the realm of 

the story presented here. All of the literary additions are 

the fruit of my research and imagination and therefore, the 

mistakes, if they exist, are mine.

The book’s chapters follow the stations of Chaim’s childhood 

and adolescence. The first and last chapters as well as the 

portions that open the third, fourth, and fifth chapters are 

told in the first person and relatively adhere to the writings 

he left behind. In spite of this,  all chapters are imaginary 
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expansions, and if things didn’t exactly occur as they are 

written, they could have occurred that way. They are based 

on research, documents, and certificates that came to me in 

various ways, some in libraries and archives, some with the 

help of the Internet, and some from people who deal with 

this period. Also, information came from organizations and 

institutes where the events of the book take place, as well 

as from people who were touched by the story, who helped 

me enrich and complete the picture.

Chaim’s writings and photographs of his family were given 

to me by his daughter, Mirjam Ricardo-Geron. Mirjam is the 

person who initiated the writing of this book and she is the 

living spirit behind its production. Without her, it wouldn’t 

have been written and I wouldn’t have known of the moving 

life story of Chaim (Heinz) Geron, nor would I have been 

given the task to breathe life into it. I want to thank Mirjam 

for her patience and tolerance.

Many sources about the period of Heinz’s youth in the youth 

movement and educational institutions mentioned were 

found in the Kibbutz Hazorea archive.

Acknowledgments must be given to:

Hildegard Drimmer, (via Miriam and Benny Ricardo), the 

daughter of Uncle Paul, who added facts from her memories;

Johann Schmidt – Chaim’s friend from Berlin in the last years 


