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The Author’s Worldview

To be coherent and clear, an essay or a book must have a 

transparent starting point.  Who I am and what I have become 

is my starting point. I was born and educated in America and 

came to Israel in my early 20’s – one day before the 6 Day 

War. I became a Zionist not because of ideological conviction 

but because I fell in love with Israel and the potential of its 

people. My motivations for writing the book as well as the 

views expressed in it are derived from an intense feeling that 

there is something exceptional about Jewish peoplehood; 

that we betray our ancestors, ourselves and human history 

when we turn our backs on that exceptionality. I believe 

that the modern State of Israel is not only a framework to 

guarantee the physical survival of the Jewish people; it is 

also a vessel by which we can give modern expression to 

the energy, idealism and creativity that has characterized so 

much of Jewish history. I also believe that unless we strive 

to achieve this second aspect of Israel’s mission we will not 

succeed in sustaining the first and thus will not survive.
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The book is a manifestation of a wider Jewish and Zionist 

vision which asserts that: If Israel will not be a light unto 

the nations it will not be a light unto the Jews and thus will 

have no reason to survive. This was a view held by David 

Ben Gurion. It is also my view. 

Please visit my blog

www.tsvibisk.com 

In order to: learn about my lectures, workshops and seminars 

for missions in Israel, events in your communities and 

organizational conventions.
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Foreword

“To accept tradition without examining it with intelligence 

and judgment is like the blind blindly following others”

Bahya Ibn Paquda (11th century Rabbi and ethical philosopher): 

Duties of the Heart

“…only decadent peoples, on the way down, feel an urgent 

need to mythologize and live in their past. A vigorous people, 

on the way up, is more concerned with visions of its future…”

Arthur Lewis, African American Nobel Prize winner in Economics

There are two fundamental visions regarding the essence of 

Zionism. One says that the purpose of Zionism is to redeem 

the past; that the Jewish people are obligated by history to 

create a state in order to redeem the entire Land of Israel 

(which would include Judea, Samaria, and parts of Lebanon, 

Syria and Jordan). This vision sees the state as a means to the 

land and the people as a means to the state. The land becomes 

a Moloch – a pagan god that is idolatrized and worshiped. 
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Jewish history becomes a dictator of Jewish behavior. This 

vision has been in ascendance since the 6-Day War.

The second vision says the purpose of Zionism is to create 

alternative future options for the Jews by creating one state 

on the planet in which the Jews are a majority. This vision 

sees the land as the means to the state and the state as the 

means to serve the people. It sees the land as an essential 

prerequisite for the creation of the state and the state as an 

essential prerequisite for creating alternative future options 

for the Jewish people. It sees Jewish history as an inspiration 

for the Jewish people, not its dictator. Inspiration is also a 

means – without pride, honor and self-esteem it is impossible 

to mobilize the energy and focus to undertake and realize 

heroic historical tasks, and the creation of Israel is nothing 

if not a heroic historical achievement. Thus, the Jewish state 

being created within a portion of the historical land of Israel 

(not necessarily throughout the entire land of Israel) rather 

than elsewhere, was an essential prerequisite and a necessary 

means to the ultimate end of creating alternative possible 

future options for the Jewish people. This is the vision I 

embrace but which has been in decline since the 6-Day War. 

The decline of my vision of Zionism and the ascendance of 

the land-fetishism vision terrifies me and makes me fearful 

about the future survival of the Jewish people.

Because of this, I have come to conclude that the ideological 

settlement project, and even more importantly, the settler’s 
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cultural influence throughout the country, is more dangerous 

to the survival of Israel than the Iranian nuclear program. 

I increasingly see the direction Israel is taking as being 

suicidal. To paraphrase Lincoln, Israel cannot for long exist 

half democratic (the constitutional democracy in which all 

Israel’s citizens live) and half undemocratic (the military 

regime in the West Bank). It must eventually become one 

or the other but it cannot be both. Either the regime in the 

West Bank becomes democratic (which means the end of 

Israel as a Jewish state) or the regime in Israel proper will 

become increasingly undemocratic. 

I do not want to mislead the reader. I have little sympathy 

for the Palestinians. After their rejection of Ehud Barak’s 

proposals at Camp David in 2000 and the second intifada 

I have concluded that the Palestinians hate the Jews more 

than they love themselves, while the Jews love themselves 

more than they hate the Palestinians. This is a fundamental 

asymmetry that the politically correct left has trouble 

accommodating within their postmodern moral relativism, 

but it is nonetheless self-evident for anyone with eyes to see 

and a brain to think.

At Camp David in 2000, 60% of Israeli Jews supported Ehud 

Barak’s plan to give 95% of the West Bank and Gaza to the 

Palestinians with matching land swaps of Israeli state land 

to make up for the remaining 5%. This plan also offered East 

Jerusalem as the capital of the Palestinian state. This offer 
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was dismissively rejected and Arafat began planning the 

second intifada. Arik Sharon’s ‘visit’ to the Temple Mount 

had nothing to do with it, as Arafat’s wife Suha eventually 

confirmed. Subsequent proposals by Israeli leaders such as 

Ehud Olmert were even more generous and were also rejected 

dismissively. To my dismay, I have come to agree with Israel’s 

political right: that the ultimate aim of the Palestinians is 

still the destruction of Israel (as silly as this might sound to 

a rational person) and that this takes precedence over the 

creation of a state of their own. Where I disagree with the 

Right is that this fact does not obligate the Jews to be as stupid 

as the Palestinians and thus pursue a policy that ultimately 

will lead to the destruction of Israel and the enfeebling of 

the Diaspora. 

The Right thinks it can get away with maintaining the present 

half free/half ‘slave’ situation; the Left believes that if only 

Israel were really nice to the well-meaning Palestinians 

we would have peace, the lamb would lay down with the 

lion and Arab and Jew could walk hand in hand singing We 

Shall Overcome as they tiptoe through the tulips of universal 

brotherhood. I believe that the Left and the Right are both 

guilty of self-deception on a colossal scale, but I believe the 

policies of the Right are more dangerous to the survival of 

the state than the Left, that the Right has come to the wrong 

conclusions for the right reasons and that the Left has come 

to the right conclusions for the wrong reasons. The following, 

therefore, is a cautionary tale about the future; about what 
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might be the fate of the Jewish People unless we change 

our ways. It is an ‘imagineered’ history written from the 

future perspective of 2099. I have borrowed this device from 

Old-New-Land by Theodore Herzl (the founder of modern 

political Zionism) and from Edward Bellamy’s 19th century 

classic Looking Backward: From 2000 to 1887. The fictitious 

author is writing a book entitled The Decline and Fall of Israel 

and the Jewish People. The following is his working draft of 

his analysis of the developments that led to the end of the 

Jewish People.
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The Decline & Fall of Israel  

& the Jewish People

by Howard Mathewson (2099)

Introduction

Perhaps the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should have been 

renamed “Dumb & Dumber”. For the first 65 years of Israel’s 

existence the Jews were dumb but the Palestinians were 

dumber; or as Abba Eban so aptly put it, the Palestinians 

“never missed an opportunity to miss an opportunity”. 

But by 2012 a change of roles had become apparent. It was 

not an overnight change, but one that had been developing 

for some time. The Jews had gradually but decisively become 

the dumber in this equation. Israeli political thinking had 

degenerated into slogans, with no room for nuanced thinking. 

Stupidity had become a virtue as long as it was clothed in 

the manly rhetoric of ‘tough-minded thinking’. This led to 
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the collapse of Israel and as a consequence the rapid erosion 

of the Diaspora into eventual extinction. The question that 

has bothered many researchers is: “How could the smartest 

people in the world make the dumbest decisions in the world 

and destroy themselves”? 

The very question has racialist undertones that disturb 

many liberal advocates of politically correct ethnic equality. 

Yet few would have denied that the modern European anti-

Semitism of the 19th and 20th centuries stemmed, to a certain 

extent, from fear of the Jews’ perceived intelligence. Even 

Adolf Eichmann said: “…we are fighting an enemy who…

is intellectually superior to us”1. Throughout European 

history, the Jews were viewed as being shrewder and 

cleverer than other people, and therefore non-Jews should 

be careful in their dealings with them. Jews were resented 

for using this perceived intelligence unfairly and becoming 

disproportionately represented in the free professions and 

business; ‘dominating’, as it were, national economic and 

cultural life. Jews were seen as dispossessing the native 

ethnic group – the “authentic” nation. Anti-Semitism as an 

ideology and as a movement was in many ways a defense 

mechanism of non-Jews against the perceived ‘scheming’ 

brainpower of the Jews. Zionism, as the national liberation 

movement of the Jewish people, subsequently became the 

Jewish defense mechanism against this anti-Semitism.

This populist perception of Jewish brainpower was not entirely 

groundless. Empirical evidence seemed to bear it out. In 


