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In loving memory of my dear father, Rafael Dahan, son of Solika, of 

whom the Torah states, “I have imbued him with the spirit of God; with 

wisdom, with insight, with knowledge, and with [talent for] all manner 

of craftsmanship to do master weaving, to work with gold, with silver, 

and with copper; with the craft of stones for setting and with the craft of 

wood; to do every [manner of] work.” 
Exodus (30: 3 - 5 )

Congress of Shlichim
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Translator’s Notes

When first approached about translating Dr. Alon Dahan’s masterpiece, “The 

Final Redeemer”, I could not possibly have anticipated the full significance 

of the work. The original Hebrew was exceptionally well-written, intricately 

constructed, and replete with historical, religious, Kabbalistic, and Hassidic 

references. Most impressive, however, was the author’s treatment of the 

subject matter. Rather than another work of hagiography or polemic, Dahan 

provided the reader with a critical analysis of a highly controversial topic: 

the messianic doctrine of Chabad-Lubavitch’s best-known Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson. I was deeply moved by the magnitude of 

the work before me, and honored that I had been chosen to translate it. It 

was of utmost importance to me that I provide Dr. Dahan an equally worthy 

English edition. Throughout the process I remained in contact with Dr. 

Dahan, who was more than generous with his time. We agreed upon the 

parameters for the translation, and below I have delineated the most crucial.

The speeches and discourses of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

(RMMS) posed a unique challenge, as they originally were presented in 

Yiddish, and though Dr. Dahan’s translation of the Yiddish was excellent, 

we agreed that translating a translation would only rob the material of some 

integrity. I chose instead to translate those quotes from the original, and 

rather than paraphrase, I translated them rather strictly. The result, one 

hopes, is that the reader gets some sense of the manner in which RMMS 

spoke, even if the resulting English seems at times belabored.

For all material other than the Rebbe’s remarks, Dr. Dahan wanted the 

translation to retain the academic qualities of his original work, while 

remaining accessible to the English reader. Such a balance had already 

been achieved by Rabbi Nissan Mindel, Ph.D. in his English translation of 

Tanya, so I used that text as the paradigm for this translation. In addition, 

the author and I engaged in extensive deliberation over the best translation 

of certain terms, using several academic dictionaries and translations, from 
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the present to as far back as 1890. Some Kabbalistic terms, however, have 
no English equivalent, and for those I simply transliterated the terms and 
provided clarification either parenthetically or in the footnotes.

All transliterated words are italicized for easy identification, and Dr. 
Dahan and I agreed to use the modern Israeli pronunciation as it is likely 
to reach the largest audience. Words ending in “ה” end in an “H”—so מה 
becomes Mah, rather than Ma. Diphthongs, though pronounced only by some 
Israelis, are still indicated—Keidmah rather than Kedmah. A shwa is indicated 
by an apostrophe after the consonant—P’nimiyut, rather than Penimiyut. 
I left all articles in lower case and capitalized the root word—vaKeidmah, 
rather than Vakeidmah—to allow the reader more easily to locate the root 
word. I prefer to use an “H” to indicate the letter “ח,” but since Lubavitch 
spells its name “Chabad,” I chose to stick with the more popular “ch.” The 
letter “ע” is indicated by an apostrophe preceding the vowel—‘Ayin, rather 
than Ayin. The author and I agreed that transliterating the letter “ק” with 
a “Q,” though more accurate, has fallen out of fashion, so we chose to use 
a “K” instead—vaKeidmah, rather than vaQeidmah. Within a few pages, the 
reader should become accustomed to this system.

The work before you is the final result of hundreds of hours spent pursuing 
a product worthy of bearing the Rebbe’s name, and that of Dr. Dahan. It is 
my sincerest prayer that I have done both of these great men justice. For 
my part, it has been an honor to work with Dr. Dahan, and I look forward 
to an ongoing collaboration with him.

Joseph Levine
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Preface

The origins of this book lie in a doctorate dissertation I prepared under 

the guidance of Prof. Rachel Elior, and presented in 2006, to the Hebrew 

University Senate. My personal interest in the persona and doctrine of 

the Lubavitcher Rebbe was first aroused in October of 1990, while I was 

hospitalized at Rambam Medical Center – Haifa, due to an injury I suffered 

during a military exercise in the Golan Heights, with the Golani Brigade. 

Many fine individuals came to my side during those difficult hours: family, 

military and childhood friends, and others. Well-wishers turned to various 

rabbis and righteous leaders with supplications for my relief and recovery. 

I recall one day in particular, when three relatives arrived bearing “gifts 

of promise.” One aunt brought sand from the site of the accident, as 

advised by a “mysterious Tzaddik (righteous man)” from the North. My uncle 

brought olive oil from the famous Rabbi Kaduri, peace unto him. Another 

aunt brought a letter from the secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of blessed memory.

My uncle anointed me with the oil, anticipating a miraculous recovery. 

I lay in bed, doused in consecrated olive oil, when suddenly the aunt who 

had just arrived from the North proceeded to sprinkle sand all over me. 

“Promises from the righteous,” so they told me, “are guaranteed to be 

realized. God decrees and the righteous nullify.” I continued to lay there, 

tarred and feathered, waiting patiently, together with my relatives—not 

certain for what, but…there we were. After some time had passed, my aunt 

began to wonder whether the sand was “ineffectual,” because it had not 

been collected from the exact site where the accident had occurred. I tried 

to comfort her, asserting that perhaps the righteous do not always succeed 

in nullifying decrees; that I may need to accept my current condition.

As I lay there, with my heretical contemplations as to the true abilities of 

the righteous, my other aunt handed me an envelope with a letter containing 
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two lines from the secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Two lines, absent any 

promise, requesting I check the M’zuzot of my home, and hoping I manage 

to live a good life in my new state. Excitedly and with great admiration, I 

showed the letter to my aunts, who failed to comprehend the significance 

of the matter. “We’re talking about a man with many followers who claim 

he is the Messiah, and he is unable to heal?” “Indeed,” I responded, “but at 

least he wrote truthfully and did not delude anyone into believing he has 

supernatural, healing powers.” The truth, even if harsh, does have the power 

to heal. During troubling times, it can protect the faithful from self-delusion.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel’s response stayed with me over the years. His 

persona fascinated me. His Sichot, Maamarim, and remarks in the volumes 

of “D’var Malchut,” were difficult for me, and rarely did I glean anything 

from them. I had not come from an orthodox family, and in those days, I had 

limited knowledge of Judaism and Hassidism. The attraction, however, to 

the man and the subject matter, grew during the composition of this study.

Many fine people assisted me with both the study for and composition of 

this work, and I am truly indebted to them all. Were I to identify by name 

all the friends, family members, Chabad Hassidim, and others who were 

involved in the evolution of this work, an entire volume would not suffice. 

I am obliged, nevertheless, to name several teachers and friends without 

whom my efforts would have been in vain. First, to my mother, Menuha 

Tova, whose wisdom, love, and most significantly, prayer, have accompanied 

me daily, I offer my deepest gratitude. To my father, Raphael, of blessed 

memory—a hardworking man who taught me to eschew laziness in every 

possible manner, to invest in productivity, and to find purpose even while 

overcoming life’s challenges and obstacles, I offer my gratitude. To my 

siblings, Na’ama, Odaliah, Elah, Sh’lomit, Josef, and Elyakim, who assumed 

much of the burden for this project, and assisted throughout, thank you. To 

David Cohen, Yogev Ronen Levy, Sagi Kedem, and Zohar Kahilah, I thank 

you for your concern, and for the many interesting conversations. To Ruth 

Yaakov, thank you. To my children, Asaf, Itamar, and Amos, whom I love 

and value above all, I thank you for lovingly providing me the strength to 

overcome any pain and suffering, and for contributing your wisdom.
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Heartfelt thanks to my teachers, particularly Rachel Elior, who guided 

me throughout this project. Her brilliant commentary prevented me from 

losing my way, and assisted in the elucidation and clarification of the subject 

matter. Above and beyond the academic support Prof. Elior provided, I 

owe her a debt of gratitude for the financial assistance she provided via the 

Chairman of Jewish Thought Department Scholarship, as well as her support 

with the Lubin Prize, which I was awarded for two consecutive years. I am 

also thankful for her moral support during the many challenging periods 

I experienced during the composition of my dissertation—for all this and 

much more, my deepest and most heartfelt thanks.

I offer many thanks to my teacher and mentor, Prof. Josef Dan, who 

guided me through my final dissertation on Sefer haBahir, and accompanied 

the present work as a member of the dissertation committee. During that 

time, I was honored to receive and utilize an invaluable collection of texts 

from the professor’s extensive library—thank you for everything. 

It is my honor to offer my thanks to the members of the Dr. Maximilian 

Schlomiuk Committee, who found my work worthy of the 2007 Schlomiuk 

Prize.

Throughout the course of my work, I utilized three libraries: the Hebrew 

University Library on Mt. Scopus and its exceptional staff, the National 

Library, particularly the Gershom Scholem Library, and the Chabad Library 

at Gutnick House in Jerusalem. I received extensive assistance at each 

library, and I offer my thanks to all the dedicated staff members. From the 

Chabad library, which unfortunately is not handicap accessible, I required 

even more assistance: the librarians, particularly Moshe and David, brought 

whichever books I requested to the parking lot, allowing me to study in 

my car, regardless of weather conditions; they did so willingly and without 

hesitation. 

Many thanks to my dear friends, Sharon Mashash, David Aslan, Morris 

Biton, ‘Amram Hazzan, Erez Nataf, Avraham Sachber, Ilay Guttel, David 

Antzbacher, Omer Naor, and Avraham Dayan. My thanks to Shani Remetz 

for her help with graphics and illustrations. During the preparation and 

composition of this study, I met with numerous Chabad Hassidim. These 



14  |  Alon Dahan

discussions did not always yield consensus, but were always intellectually 

stimulating, and provided much food for thought. It would not be practical 

to mention all of these Hassidim by name, but I will offer my thanks to the 

operations team of Otzar770.com, and especially to Rabbi Alexander (Sandy) 

Wilshansky, who also bequeathed to me a copy of “haTamim,” which he 

helped publish. I offer my thanks, furthermore, to Rabbi Yosef Gerlitzky, who 

offered both in writing and from memory, the words of Rabbi Menachem 

Mendel Schneerson, of blessed memory. I would also like to mention the 

Chabad journalist, “Tamim” Guy Cantor, who assisted me with this work, 

by sharing his time, writings, and remarks. I would especially like to thank 

“Tamim” Rabbi Reuven Horowitz, the Chabad Emissary to Ramat Motzah, 

with whom I have enjoyed many hours of Chavrutah (partner study), and 

discovered much of the wisdom of Chabad’s teachings.

Finally, and with great love and admiration, I offer my sincerest 

thanks to my wife, whom I value more than gold and pearls—Chenya, the 

daughter of Shoshanah Esther, the grace of our home—for her support 

and assistance with everything. 

To the many fine individuals whom I did not mention, a heartfelt thanks 

to you for everything. It is my solemn hope, that the joint efforts of all of 

the above have yielded a worthy product.

Alon Dahan

Menachem Av, 5770 / July – August 2010
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Approbations

Plumbing the Depths of the Messianic Drama
It is impossible to exaggerate the significance of the messianic controversy 

that has overwhelmed Chabad-Lubavitch over the past several decades. There 

has been no comparable controversy since the rise and fall of Shab’tai Tzvi 

and the Sabbatean movement of the 17th century. It is equally impossible to 

exaggerate the significance of the man at the center of this controversy, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson—the seventh and final Rebbe of the Lubavitch 

Dynasty—believed by many of his followers to be the Messiah. Even absent 

the historical perspective needed to asses Chabad messianism, one can easily 

recognize that Schneerson was one of the most influential figures of the 

latter half of the twentieth century. Along with his messianic vision, he had 

unprecedented charisma and extraordinary leadership abilities, through 

which he transformed Chabad into a transnational movement considered 

by many Jews and non-Jews to be the true legacy of Judaism—its spearhead. 

Even in his absence, [Schneerson] continues to serve as a heavenly authority 

and source of inspiration for his disciples, who draw their steadfastness, 

vitality, and motivation from him and from his achievements. 

There is extensive academic research delving into Chabad Hassidism, 

past and present, and regarding its final Rebbe. Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson’s messianic doctrine, however, has never received serious treatment 

in Hebrew. This comprehensive work by Dr. Alon Dahan serves this purpose 

in a most illuminating manner. The Rebbe’s messianic doctrine is based on 

myriad sources within Midrash, Kabbalah, Hassidism, and the teachings of 

the preceding Rebbes of Chabad. Dr. Dahan has mastered these sources, and 

has presented the various facets of the messianic and redemptive doctrine 

of the Rebbe in an intelligent and systematic manner: serving God and 

the purpose therein, the dissemination of the “Wellsprings” (Hassidism), 

the power of language, and the benefits of messianism and the messianic 
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era, the function of the land of Israel, and the relations between Jews and 

gentiles. All of these have been exceptionally well elucidated. The reader 

is presented the spiritual world and mystical philosophy of one of the 

greatest Jewish leaders of the modern era. Anyone who seeks thoroughly 

to comprehend the messianic upheaval at the heart of the Hassidic world 

must familiarize himself with the theosophical and mystical foundation on 

which the movement is based. Dr. Alon Dahan’s study is an excellent path 

toward such an understanding.

Prof. Yoram Bilu, professor emeritus at the Department of Sociology, 

Anthropology, and Psychology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem; recipient of 

the Israel Prize for his 2013 work on sociology and anthropology 

A Series of Unexplored Sources
Alon Dahan’s [doctorate dissertation], “Dirah BaTachtonim – The messianic 

Doctrine of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe 

(1902 – 1994)”, is based on a large list of Hebrew and Yiddish sources that 

hitherto remained unexplored. It is the first text to present the intricate 

complexities of twentieth century Chabad literature—spanning the tenure 

of the seventh Chabad Rebbe, who, according to Dahan, believed himself to 

be the Messiah. Based on evidence that has not otherwise been investigated, 

the author presents the essence of [Schneerson’s] messianic doctrine, the 

goals this doctrine establishes for the Jewish People, the nature of the 

conduct obligated by the messianic doctrine, and the methods by which this 

messianic leader sought to realize those goals, within a world that refused 

to yield to messianic determinism, due to the bitterness of the Holocaust 

and the establishment of the State of Israel. 

This text is devoted to the comprehension of the theoretical infrastructure 

of Rabbi M.M. Schneersons’ messianic doctrine, which was the motivating 

factor behind the development of the largest twentieth century religious 

movement within the Jewish world; to the analysis of [Schneerson’s] 

worldview, which seemed to dispute the reality of life, which is limited 

by death, and his defiance of this reality via his messianic doctrine, which 
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challenges all the boundaries between life and death. The text, which is 

written with great depth, clarity, and eloquence, deals with the components 

of messianism and mysticism, which are innately paradoxical and irrational, 

and seek to redefine historical reality through meta-history. Within Chabad, 

Kabbalistic messianism is a broad subject, intended for comprehensive 

analysis and rational research on the one hand, and on the other, it is the 

basis for worldwide social activism, in the the name of the actualization of 

the Redemption. The text addresses Chabad’s association of messianism 

with the annihilation of the Jewish Community by way of the Holocaust, 

which engendered defiance and contest toward God, and the expectation of 

recompense: according to Chabad messianism, the gravity of the redemption 

must equal the gravity of the destruction—just as the destruction, which 

was precipitated by the Heavens, was immense, so too, the immensity of 

the redemption must be great, and precipitated by the Heavens. Within 

this context, Dr. Dahan investigates Chabad’s absolute rejection of Zionism 

and the establishment of the State of Israel: an extreme view that ignores 

the existence of the State of Israel and defiantly rejects the notion that the 

State of Israel represents the “Dawn of the Redemption,” based on Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson’s assertion that the only appropriate authority 

over the Jewish People is vested in the Rebbes of Chabad, who pursue the 

redemption of the Heavens and the earth. The text analyzes the Sh’lichut 

(emissary) system—established by Chabad within the context of a messianic 

worldview—which sought to expand Chabad’s sphere of influence to 

include the entire Jewish world: a part of the messianic process that seeks to 

expedite the redemption by all means available, and creates a supreme plan 

of unavoidable scenarios that inevitably will culminate with the redemption. 

The text, furthermore, addresses the relationship between the expedition 

of the redemption and the worldwide dissemination of Kabbalah, to the 

inclusion of parties, within the Jewish People and without, who otherwise 

would not have been provided access to this material. The two Chabad 

leaders of the twentieth century—the sixth and seventh Rebbes—emphasized 

the redemption by the Heavens as the fundamental (and attainable) goal, 

in contradistinction to the Zionist ideal, which spoke of redemption at 
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the hands of man. The uniqueness of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

was in his delineation of a detailed, supreme redemptive plan, and in his 

implementation of numerous, far-reaching steps toward the realization of 

that plan, from the beginning of his tenure to his final days. This unique and 

innovative study clearly and methodically surveys the Kabbalistic foundations 

of the messianic movement, including its principles, activities, and the 

methods used to promote mystical messianism in the post-Holocaust era. 

The study also covers the movement’s geographic and sociologic sphere of 

influence, and the challenges associated with the ahistoric and irrational 

characteristics of the mystical-messianic process within a complex history. 

Prof. Rachel Elior, professor emeritus, and John and Golda Cohen Chair 

of Jewish Philosophy at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem

The Most Systematic and In-depth Study yet Written
Dr. Alon Dahan’s study on the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson, is the most comprehensive, methodical, and in-depth analysis 

yet written on this individual, who served as a central figure in the spiritual 

world of twentieth century Jewry. In this work, Dr. Dahan has succeeded in 

containing the seemingly infinite volumes of writings by the Rebbe, and to 

present in detail the principles of the Rebbe’s doctrine, within an historical 

context, a careful analysis of the relationship between this doctrine and 

the Kabbalistic and Hasidic sources, as well as the far-reaching Chabad 

novelties presented throughout [the Rebbe’s] tenure. Dahan’s discussions 

are based on extensive research into the subjects at hand, and he presents 

his conclusions with judgment and depth. Since this study was published 

(the result of his exceptional doctorate thesis at the Hebrew University), it 

has served many authors, only a few of whom provided proper credit. The 

messianic upheaval that Chabad brought to Judaism near the end of the 

twentieth century never subsided; it continues and progresses—there is 

great importance in presenting its sources in the conclusive and reasoned 

manner found in Dahan’s text.

Joseph Dan, Researcher, Kabbalah and Mysticism; professor emeritus 

at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem; recipient of the Israel Prize for 1997
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Messianism in the Rebbe’s Doctrine
Prior to our first interview, Dr. Alon Dahan sent me a copy of his doctorate 

thesis, titled, “Dirah BaTachtonim – messianism within the Doctrine of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe.” Even at first glance, one could recognize the exceptional 

comprehensiveness of [Dahan’s] expertise in and analysis of the Rebbe’s 

doctrine—the text was over 400 pages long, which is nearly 25 percent 

longer than any previous study in the field. A more careful and thorough 

reading of the text leads one to the conclusion that [Dahan] surveyed, 

studied, analyzed (in a manner unprecedented among researchers), and 

burrowed through texts and notebooks of Chabad that no other researcher 

has seen. Dr. Shelly Goldberg has addressed the subject of the eternal life of 

the righteous and the Messiah. Professor Yoram Bilu researched the life of 

Hassidim, and their bond with their Rebbe, during the modern era. Dr. Jacob 

Gotlieb has spoken on Maimonides within the doctrine of the Rebbe, and on 

the Rebbe as the Messiah in accordance with Maimonides. Dr. Isaac Kraus 

has demonstrated how the conduct of the Rebbe, from the very beginning 

of this tenure, was indicative of the leadership of the Messiah. 

Now, Dr. Alon Dahan has come with an additional and extremely important 

perspective; Dr. Alon Dahan, in this work, presents how the perspectives 

and doctrine of the Rebbe, in all aspects of both Torah and worldly matters, 

are those of the Messiah; how even within physical, corporeal, and base 

things the Rebbe betrays and reveals the relationship between things and 

the Godliness found therein. On the other hand, even the most spiritual 

and Godly things relate directly to the physical world. There are myriad 

examples: the Land of Israel, the Gentiles, and others. 

Guy Cantor, journalist and editorialist

Dr. Alon Dahan is without question one of the most important experts on 

Chabad’s Kabbalistic-Hasidic philosophy, particularly that of the “Seventh” 

Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. In addition to his doctorate 

thesis on the subject, Dr. Dahan has published several important scholarly 

articles that have contributed uniquely and invaluably to our understanding 

of the Rebbe’s worldview, including his messianic views, which were the 
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subject of great attention during the final years of [the Rebbe’s] life. Anyone 

wishing to write about the final generation of Chabad, is perforce in need 

of [Dahan’s] comprehensive and foundational research. 

Prof. Menachem Freedman, professor emeritus at the Department of 

Sociology, Anthropology, and Psychology, Bar-Ilan University; researcher 

in the field of Orthodox Judaism

“Dahan wrote a doctorate thesis on the messianic doctrine of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe; a work that in my opinion is the best, most systematic, and most 

comprehensive in the field (I have made extensive use of it in my own 

articles in “T’chelet,” on the field of messianic consciousness…This study 

clearly excels in its impressive breadth of comprehension found within...

Alon Dahan, in my opinion, seems to be the greatest academic expert today 

on the mystical doctrine of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.”

Dr. Tomer Persico, researcher and lecturer on world religion; lecturer 

on the School of Philosophy, University of Tel-Aviv


