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Introduction 

 
Since I can remember, I have always been fascinated with large predators.  Whether it 
be watching a small group of lionesses, cooperatively stalking their prey or marvelling at 
the sprinting ability of a female cheetah trying to provide for her litter, I have always been 
obsessed with the power of their movements, to the point where I could simply waste 
hours (in my opinion it is not a waste but others may disagree) watching large predators 
in documentaries, or reading about them in books.  In this regard, sharks are no 
different.  I genuinely think they are beautiful and like other large predators, such as the 
lion and the cheetah, I cannot get enough of them.   
 
I am in the extremely fortunate position in that I get to run a So What? after school club 
every term at the primary school where I work, and through this I am able to share my 
enthusiasm for these predators, as well as other animals such as the mountain gorilla, 
with school children.  Further to this, I am also in the fortunate position of being able to 
listen to school children on a daily basis, and begin to decipher their knowledge and 
opinions on a wide range of topics, from human rights to bullying, from the Olympic 
Games to the X Factor.  I am also able to decipher what they know about wildlife. 
 
During a recent blog entry which I submitted to the So What? section on the LionAid 
website (www.lionaid.org), I recounted a series of incidents which led me to believe that 
some school children are still developing serious misconceptions about sharks.  This 
included the belief that UK waters do not contain any shark species at all, and the 
perception that sharks still present a real threat to the well being of people around the 
world.  If you wish to read the blog in question, it can be accessed in Appendix 1 . 
 
My initial blog was based upon the 30 school children whom I teach at Navigation 
Primary School, Manchester.  However, I was interested to find out more about what 
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some of the other school children at Navigation Primary School thought about sharks.  
More specifically, I wanted to find out whether they too viewed sharks as a real danger 
to human life?  Did they find sharks terrifying? Did they think that sharks could not be 
found in UK waters?  Did they know of any threats facing sharks in the wild?  
 

Investigation 
 
Soon after my So What? blog about Misconceptions was put up on the LionAid website, 
I decided to carry out a small-scale questionnaire at Navigation Primary School, 
Manchester, to investigate further what the school children there really thought about 
sharks. 
 
The questionnaire (which can be found in Appendix 2 ) comprises of 8 questions which I 
tried to keep as simple as possible so not to confuse the children participating.  From the 
questions, I wanted to find out:   
 

• What did the school children really think about sharks? 
• How knowledgeable were the school children about sharks? 
• In particular, were the school children aware of the threats facing sharks in the 

wild?  
 
The questionnaire was carried out at Navigation Primary School on Friday 11th January 
2013, with 137 school children.  The study focused purely on Key Stage 2 school 
children, aged 7-11, as I felt that the some of questions would have proven too difficult 
for younger school children to complete, and consequently, would have required high 
levels intervention from teachers or teaching assistants.  This would have meant that 
many discussions around the classroom would have had to take place between adults 
and school children.  This may have seriously questioned the validity of any information 
gathered. 
 
Within Key Stage 2, the questionnaire was carried out in three mixed Year 3 & 4 classes 
and two mixed Year 5 & 6 classes.  The only class in Key Stage 2 which did not take 
part was mine due to the fact they had considerable prior knowledge about sharks, as 
detailed in my blog in Appendix 1. 
 
In every class, I briefed the teacher about the task before they delivered the 
questionnaire.  I also asked each teacher to explain the purpose of the questionnaire to 
the school children before they completed it.   During this point, the school children were 
reassured that it was not a test, their paper was not going to be marked and that I simply 
wanted to find out what they knew about sharks.  The teacher reassured them that if 
they did not know the answer to a question, then that was fine and that they were 
allowed to write “don’t know” if they could not think of an appropriate answer.  I felt that 
by explaining these points to the school children before the questionnaire, it would lower 
any anxieties they might have had about not knowing much about sharks, and as a 
result, lowering the likelihood of any school children “borrowing” answers from one 
another in desperation.       
 
School children were instructed by the teacher to carry out the questionnaire in silence in 
order to ensure that every questionnaire was representative of each child’s knowledge of 
sharks.  However, I must point out that in the three mixed Year 3 & 4 classes, the 
teacher did read the questions out beforehand, so the school children knew what was 
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being asked of them.  This was decided because some of the Year 3 & 4 school children 
may have found some of the words unfamiliar, and therefore it would be less disruptive 
to the class if the test was read out once before the school children were asked to 
complete it.  After the teacher had read all the questions out, the Year 3 & 4 school 
children then completed the task in silence.    
 
In the two mixed Year 5 & 6 classes, the teachers also pointed out to the school children 
how to lay out their answers for Question 4 (See Appendix 2 ) as it was felt that some of 
the school children might worry how to do so, and therefore either not answer the 
question correctly, or leave it out entirely.   
 
Any school children with reading difficulties were provided with a teaching assistant, who 
took the children out of the classroom on a 1:1 basis and read each question to them.  In 
circumstances where school children found writing particularly difficult (i.e. Special 
Educational Needs pupils), teaching assistants or volunteers scribed what the children 
said on a 1:1 basis.  At no point did any teaching assistant, teacher or volunteer share 
their knowledge on sharks with any of the school children before or during the test.   
 
The school children were given as much time as they needed to complete the 
questionnaire so they did not feel rushed at any point. 
   

Results 
 
The results from the questionnaires can be found in Appendix 3 .  Due to the amount of 
data, I organised the majority of the results into age groups and gender groups. 
 
In my opinion, and considering the 3 main aims of questionnaire as mentioned in the 
Introduction , I believe that the following results are worth highlighting.   
 
Question 1 
When you think about sharks, what are the first 3 w ords that come into your 
head? 
 

• The word “scary” accounted for 10% of the 372 words generated by the 137 
school children. 

• Of all 372 words generated by the 137 school children, 47% (176) were deemed 
“unfavourable” words.  Whilst this might not seem a particularly large amount, it 
is noticeable when you compare it to the fact that only 8% (29) of the 372 words 
were deemed “favourable.”  For a definition of what I constituted a “favourable” or 
“unfavourable” word, please see the results for Question 1  in Appendix 3.  

 
Question 2 
Out of 5 how would you judge your knowledge of shar ks? 
1 - Very Poor  2 - Poor  3 - Average (Similar to anyone else) 4 - Good  5 - Very Good 
 

• 64% of the 137 children deemed their knowledge of sharks as “average.”  Only 
8% deemed themselves to have “very good” knowledge and 7% deemed 
themselves to have “very poor” knowledge.” 

• Of the 82 boys who took part in the questionnaire, 41% deemed themselves to 
have an “average” knowledge of sharks, and 23% deemed themselves to have 
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“good” knowledge of sharks.  Conversely, 55% of girls deemed themselves to 
have an “average” knowledge of sharks, yet only 13% felt they had a “good” 
knowledge of sharks.  Only 4% of girls felt they had “very good” knowledge in 
comparison to 11% of boys. 

 
Question 3 
Estimate how many people are killed every year, wor ldwide, from shark attacks. 
 

• After analysing the results, I feel that this question was far too broad for the 
school children and that the huge range of results illustrates this.  In my opinion, 
the lack of direction in this question led to some school children simply guessing 
amounts rather than giving the question more thought.  If I were to repeat the 
questionnaire, I feel that it would be more appropriate for this question to give the 
school children 5 specific amounts of human causalities to choose from, rather 
than simply asking them to estimate.  I have, however, decided to present the 
results anyway in Appendix 3.  

• The average estimate was 606,481 people killed every year, worldwide, from 
shark attacks. 

• The most common answers for how many people are killed every year, 
worldwide, from shark attacks were 100 and 2,000. 

 
Question 4 
Rank the following 5 animals in terms of danger to humans (according to death 
rates)  
1 - Most dangerous     5 - Least dangerous 
Mosquitoes 
Elephants 
Sharks 
Horses 
Snakes 
 

• Out of the 5 animals, sharks were deemed to pose the most danger to humans. 
• 59% of all 137 school children believed that sharks posed the most danger to 

humans compared to elephants, horses, mosquitoes and snakes.   
• Only 4% of the 137 school children felt that sharks posed the least amount of 

danger to humans. 
• 67% of the 55 girls taking part in the questionnaire deemed sharks to pose the 

most danger to humans and only 2% of girls felt sharks posed the least amount 
of danger to humans.  In comparison, 54% of the 82 boys taking part in the 
questionnaire deemed sharks to pose the most danger to humans, and only 4% 
of boys felt sharks posed the least amount of danger to humans.   

 
Question 5 
Can sharks be found in the waters surrounding the U nited Kingdom? Yes or no? 
 

• Out of 137 school children, 62% did not  think sharks could be found in waters 
surrounding the United Kingdom.   

• Only 27% of the school children who answered “yes” to whether sharks could be 
found in the waters surrounding the United Kingdom were able to give 
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“appropriate” answers to Question 6, where they were asked to list as many UK 
species of shark as they could.  73% of the school children, who answered “yes” 
to Question 5 , either gave “inappropriate” and “don’t know” answers to Question 
6, or simply left it blank.  For a definition of what I deemed an “appropriate” or 
“inappropriate” answer, please see the results for Question 5  in Appendix 3.  

 
Question 6  
If you answered “yes” to Question 5, list as many s pecies of shark as you can 
below which are found in the waters surrounding the  United Kingdom. 
 

• Of the 58 comments (excluding “don’t know”) made by the school children, only 
24% were actual UK sharks species (I decided to include the “hammerhead” as 
an acceptable answer for the “smooth hammerhead”).   

• Of the 58 comments (excluding “don’t know”), the great white shark accounted 
for 34%. 

 
Question 7 
Do you know any threats facing sharks in the wild? If so, write them below and 
feel free to add any extra facts that you may know as well.  
 

• The 137 school children who took part in the questionnaire made 165 comments. 
32% of the 165 comments were “don’t know.”   

• Of the 165 total comments made by the 137 school children, 56% of them turned 
out to be actual threats facing sharks in the wild.  Excluding “don’t know” 
answers, 82% of their comments were actual threats facing sharks in the wild.  

• Of the 76 comments made by boys, 82% were actual threats facing sharks in the 
wild.  Of the 31 comments made by girls, 84% were actual threats facing sharks 
in the wild. 

 
Question 8 
List as many species of shark as you can below. 
 

• Ignoring the use of “don’t know,” the 137 school children gave 424 answers.  Of 
the 424 answers, the great white shark made up 32%.  In second place was the 
tiger shark (16%), third the hammerhead shark (14%), and in fourth the bull shark 
(11%).   

 
 

Conclusion 
 
In my opinion, this small-scale questionnaire has provided some interesting insights into 
what school children, aged 7-11, really think about sharks.  In addition to this, I think it 
illustrates the importance of educating people about the true nature of animals from an 
early age.   
 
In conclusion, I believe the majority of the 137 school children to have a limited 
understanding of both sharks and the threats they face in the wild.  For example, 62% of 
the 137 school children questioned did not  know that some shark species can be found 
in the waters surrounding the United Kingdom.  In addition to this, only 27% of the 
school children who did  know that some shark species can be found in the waters 
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surrounding the United Kingdom were able to list actual UK shark species.  In my 
opinion, this indicates a limited understanding of sharks.   
 
Despite the fact that of the 165 comments made by the school children about the threats 
facing sharks in the wild, 32% of them answered “don’t know,” I was encouraged that 
82% of the comments excluding “don’t know,” were actual threats facing sharks in the 
wild.  This shows that when the school children actually gave an answer about the 
threats facing sharks in the wild, they usually gave an accurate one.  In addition to this, 
in Question 8 , I also feel that the school children were able to list an impressive number 
of shark species from around the world, and not just purely restricted to being able to 
name the much publicised great white shark.   
 
However, for me, I found the school children’s perception of sharks the saddest part of 
what my small-scale questionnaire revealed.  In my opinion, sharks are beautiful 
creatures whose success over the last 400 million years is something which I think 
deserves respect.  However, to find that the word “scary” accounted for 10% of the 372 
words generated by the 137 school children is saddening to me.  Further to this, of all 
the words generated by the school children, 47% (176) were deemed “unfavourable” 
words.  As I mentioned earlier, whilst this might not be as high as you may expect, it is 
noticeable when you compare it to the fact that only 8% (29) of the words generated 
were deemed “favourable.”  The school children’s perception of sharks is further 
illustrated by the fact that only 4% of them believed that sharks posed the least amount 
of danger to humans, and that out of the 5 animals put forward, sharks were deemed the 
one most likely to pose a threat to humans.   Why did so many of the 137 school 
children, aged 7-11, have such a negative perception of sharks?  Who and what is 
responsible for this? Unfortunately, these questions are way beyond the scope of this 
small-scale questionnaire.  However, if this questionnaire’s result are proven to be 
consistent with those of other school children around the United Kingdom, I firmly 
believe that it highlights the need to immediately start educating young people about the 
true nature of sharks, and other large predators, if we are inspire a future generation of 
individuals who will be willing to help preserve these magnificent species in years to 
come.   

 
 
Matthew Payne 
So What? 
www.sowhatuk.com 
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Appendix 1 
 

Misconceptions 
 

This blog was originally posted on Tuesday 1st January 2013.  The So What? blog can 
be found on the LionAid website (www.lionaid.org)   
 
Christmas Day has now passed, my celebratory hat and used wrapping paper have 
been put in the correct bin according to council regulations and I have definitely eaten far 
more than was good for me.  So, I have dragged myself out of my overly comfortable 
chair, put down my copy of “Lions of Moremi” by Dr. Pieter Kat, and decided that it is 
time that I write a new So What? blog entry before I indulge myself in more chocolates 
and therefore, clock up more time needed at my local gym trying to work it off! 
  
Over the Christmas period, I was delighted to finally complete the new age 7-11 great 
white shark So What? teaching pack, which is now available to download from the So 
What? website.  I am particularly thrilled about this because, along with felids, I am a 
stark, raving mad great white shark fan.  As I mentioned in my first ever blog entry, I 
spent many hours as a child creating my own fact files about various different animals, 
and in particular, many of these hours were spent copying facts about great white sharks 
into small paper booklets.  Years later, I am delighted to be able to share my shark 
infested enthusiasm with others, and I hope to one day inspire at least one youngster to 
purse a worthwhile career in trying to protect the magnificent great white shark.  
  
Further to this, I also hope that the new teaching pack may help eradicate some of the 
glaring misconceptions some young people have about the great white and other 
species of sharks.  During my PGCE in 2007, when I was training to be a primary school 
teacher, misconceptions were definitely “in-vogue,” particularly in the teaching of 
mathematics.  I was warned to always point out to my pupils the misconceptions of the 
subject area I was teaching them – and no other subject area in mathematics received 
more attention than that of the dreaded decimal point!  It was used as a model for “what 
not to do!” during a mathematics lesson.  Trainee teachers would joke nervously among 
themselves about the thought of teaching decimal points in front of a menacing, 
merciless Ofsted inspector!  Up and down the country, educational training centres used 
the decimal point to warn prospective teachers, such as myself that you always teach 
your children about this misconception correctly!  My tutors would bark, “always address 
the misconception, yet what ever you do, never teach it incorrectly!”  I was trained to 
ignore everything that my very own primary school teachers had taught me about the 
decimal point!  I was even told not to believe what my very own mother had told me 
about the decimal point – in the words of my tutor “It was all lies!”  The decimal point 
almost became the 2007 PGCE trainee teachers’ official anthem!  It felt as if every 
morning, we should have marched into university chanting: 
  
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”    
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”    
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”   
 
And so on and so on… 
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However, despite the passionate efforts of my university tutors, education is very much 
like the fashion world.  Trends are changing constantly and they can be difficult to keep 
up with.  (Educational trends, as you can imagine, are linked heavily to which political 
party are in government – and if you are sat wondering what the current trend is, I 
believe it is the teaching of grammar, spelling, handwriting and punctuation)  As the 
years passed by, it seemed that the poor decimal point was being left out in the rain, 
forgotten about and replaced by fresher, newer trends.  As the student mentor at the 
primary school where I work, it is my responsibility to mentor trainee teachers who come 
into school on placement and to observe their progress.  However, more recently I have 
found myself listening in horror during such observations as more and more trainee 
teachers are uttering the unforgiveable words “it’s easy, you just move the decimal 
point!!”  When I ask for an explanation as to why they are teaching children this 
misconception incorrectly, assuming to myself that they did not listen during this part of 
their training, or perhaps that they were absent on that crucial day, imagine my disbelief 
when they reply “oh, we were never taught that at university!” Their punishment I hear 
you wonder for such a crime? Marching up and down the playground whilst chanting: 
  
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”    
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”    
“You never move the decimal point – you always move the number!”   
  
Despite the ever-changing trends in education, I believe the teaching of misconceptions 
to be vitally important and whilst it is not always possible for educators to prevent them 
from coming to fruition, it is our duty to ensure they are eradicated as soon as possible.  
From my experience, no other group of animals is riddled with more misconceptions 
than the shark and this is what I hope to change as a result of So What? 
  
A classic example of this is the threat posed by sharks.  Some young people (and some 
adults) still believe that sharks are deadly predators that spend all their time searching 
the oceans, looking for surfers or swimmers to attack.  Whilst the “Jaws” effect is 
reportedly lessening as people are becoming more educated about sharks, I have found 
that it still might be a very real misconception amongst some children today. 
  
In fact, only two weeks ago, when I attended a writing course being held at a local 
school, I was faced with an entire wall display based around the children’s novel “Shark 
in the Park” by Nick Sharratt, littered with poems written by the pupils about how 
dangerous the shark in the park was before it mysteriously disappeared.  Whilst “Shark 
in the Park” is a harmless children’s book, designed in particular to teach the “ar” 
phoneme to Year 1 and 2 pupils, it is interesting to consider what possible impact such 
texts, and the subsequent work they motivate, have upon the image of animals such as 
sharks.  Moreover, it is interesting to consider the impact such work would have upon 
the perceptions children form of sharks in later life as well.  
  
Approximately a month prior to this incident, I had decided to test the beliefs held by the 
Year 5 and 6 pupils in my class about the threats posed to people by sharks.   
Consequently, I set them a 15 minute challenge.  Before the timer started, I gave each 
pupil in my class a list of thirty different worldwide causes of mortality.  These included 
causes such as obesity, hurricanes, vending machines, falling out of bed and of course 
shark attacks.  In 15 minutes, the pupils were asked to rank each cause of mortality, 
starting with the most common form worldwide down to the least common form.  I was 
interested to see how much of a threat the pupils in my class believed sharks to be to 



Misconceptions: What do school children aged 7-11 really think about sharks? 
 

9 

people around the world, despite the fact that as far as I knew, none of my pupils had 
ever been involved in, or had ever witnessed, a shark attack themselves.  Once the 
challenge had finished and I analysed the results, I was surprised to find out that every 
pupil in my class ranked sharks in the top 5 most common causes of mortality 
worldwide; over half the class put them in the top 3, and 5 had ranked them in first 
position.  Imagine their surprise when, afterwards, I told them that vending machines 
posed more of a threat to their well being than sharks!  Whilst this was only a single 
exercise with a single class of 30, I do feel that it illustrates that some children may still 
be developing the misconception that sharks are viscous man eaters, spending their 
entire lives roaming the ocean in search of people.  Obviously, more extensive 
investigation is needed to fully analyse the true perception young people in United 
Kingdom have of sharks, but I think my exercise proves that the results would make 
interesting reading.  
  
It is difficult to decipher exactly where the misconceptions held by my Year 5 and 6 
pupils’ of the threat posed by sharks have come from, particularly considering the fact 
that there has never been a true “shark attack” in Britain, but rather a series of “shark 
encounters.”   A classic example of this being the “attack” on Hamish Currie in Ayrshire 
late August 2012, where a porbeagle bit through his shoe and apparently attacked his 
boat.  In reality, Mr Currie, who labelled the shark afterwards as a “bad, bad fish,” had 
hauled the porbeagle out of the water in order to tag it, and the shark, unsurprisingly, 
wasn’t too keen on this and bit his foot.  Are misconceptions about the threat posed by 
sharks still being derived from “encounters” such as this? Could misconceptions about 
sharks develop as a result of these stories being passed down from parents or carers to 
their children?  Do parents and carer unknowingly pass on their own beliefs about 
sharks to their children?  Alternatively, do young people themselves develop an over-
exaggerated belief that sharks pose them a threat from reading books, watching films 
such as “Jaws” and “Deep Blue Sea,” or possibly by interpreting information incorrectly 
from the internet?  Whilst in most circumstances, the development of such a 
misconception is not something that as educators we always can control or prevent, we 
can ensure that through education programmes such as So What? after school clubs, 
that we eradicate such misconceptions and teach children about the true nature of 
animals, particularly predators such as the great white shark.  
  
Interestingly, the challenge I set my Year 5 and 6 pupils also raised a further 
misconception which I had not been expecting.  As the children were packing up their 
pens and tidying their tables, I over heard one pupil saying to another that, “wouldn’t it 
be cool if you got sharks here.”  Giving the pupil the benefit of the doubt, I assumed that 
they did not mean that it would be good to have sharks in the school building and that 
they might be referring to British waters.  
 
“Yeah it would!” the other pupil replied.  Before rectifying the situation, I decided to see 
whether this was another common misconception among the children in my class, or 
whether it was a misunderstanding simply isolated to two individual children.  To begin 
with, rather than asking the pupils in my class whether sharks are found in British 
waters, I decided to repeat the initial comment made - “Wouldn’t it be cool if you got 
sharks here.”  I did this because in my experience, I have found that if you give children 
a simple “yes” or “no” option, your results are not always a true reflection of what they 
really know or what they really believe.  In some circumstances, the pupil will choose an 
option based on what their peers are doing.  Further to this, the pupils in my class, after 
years of schooling, are suspicious of such questions, thinking more about what the right 
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answer might be more than what they believe or what they know.  After I repeated the 
pupil’s comment, I simply orchestrated a debate based around the statement.  I was 
shocked to see that no one questioned the fact that we might have sharks in British 
waters.  In addition to this, my Year 5 and 6 class also contains a few pupils who have 
attended my previous So What? clubs, and are from my perspective, relatively 
knowledgeable about animals for their age.  Still no one questioned the statement.  
Again, whilst this is simply a single exercise and no general conclusions can be derived 
from it, I would be interested to see how aware that young people actually are about the 
30 different species of shark found in British waters.  In fact, I intend to develop an 
educational resource, made in the near future by pupils from my So What? club at the 
school where I work, to educate other young people about the 30 species of shark which 
can be found in British waters. 
  
As you may have experienced yourself, the misconceptions some children have about 
animals are not just isolated to sharks.  A misconception that many of the pupils at the 
school where I work have, one that literally drives me up the wall is that tigers are from 
Africa!  I have lost count the amount of times I have heard children, and adults as well, 
come out with this statement and it is a developing misconception which I am always 
overly eager to rectify given the opportunity!  Whilst, there will always be misconceptions 
about animals, I think it is vital that So What? and other educational initiatives work 
tirelessly to try and eradicate these as soon as we are given the chance.  
  
Call me old fashioned, but the decimal point is still important to me.  It represents the 
importance of educating children to the highest standards possible.  Whilst fashionable 
trends in education will always come and go, I will continue to fight for the correct use of 
the decimal point, and fight to eradicate the misconceptions surrounding predators such 
as the great white shark.  I believe there is nothing wrong in trying to educate children 
about wildlife conservation to highest possible standard.  I believe species like the great 
white shark, tiger, rhino and lion deserve such high expectations and dedication. 
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Appendix 2 
 

Shark Questionnaire 
 
1. When you think about sharks, what are the first 3 w ords that come into your 
head?  
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2. Out of 5 how would you judge your knowledge of shar ks? 
1 - Very Poor  2 - Poor  3 - Average (Similar to anyone else) 4 - Good  5 - Very Good 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  
3. Estimate how many people are killed every year, wor ldwide, from shark attacks.  
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
4. Rank the following 5 animals in terms of danger to humans (according to death 
rates)  
1 - Most dangerous     5 - Least dangerous 

• Mosquitoes 
• Elephants 
• Sharks 
• Horses 
• Snakes 

  
5. Can sharks be found in waters surrounding the Unite d Kingdom? Yes or no? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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6. If you answered “yes” to Question 5, list as many s pecies of shark as you can 
below which are found in waters surrounding the Uni ted Kingdom.  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  
7. Do you know any threats facing sharks in the wild? If so, write them below and 
feel free to add any extra facts that you may know as well. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  
8. List as many species of shark as you can below.  
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Appendix 3 
 

Questionnaire Results 
 
Age and gender information 
Navigation Primary School 
Three mixed Year 3 & 4 classes 
Two mixed Year 5 & 6 classes 

 
Age Total 

7 23 
8 45 
9 31 

10 29 
11 9 

Total 137 
 

Gender  Total 
Boys 82 
Girls 55 
Total 137 

 
Question 1      
When you think about sharks, what are the first 3 w ords that come into your 
head? 
 
Total results for Question 1 

 
 Boys Girls Total 

Recognisable 
comments 

212 
(57%) 

160 
(43%) 

372 

Use of the word 
“scary” 

22 
(56%)** 

17 
(44%)** 

39 
(10%)*** 

Number of 
“unfavourable”* 

comments 
about sharks 

95 
(54%)** 

81 
(46%)** 

176 
(47%)*** 

Number of 
“favourable”* 

comments 
about sharks 

20 
(69%)** 

9 
(31%)** 

29 
(8%)*** 

 
* I deemed an “unfavourable” comment as one that po rtrayed sharks in a negative 
manner, e.g. “scary,” or “nasty.”  I deemed a “favo urable” comment as one that 
portrayed sharks in a positive manner, e.g. “cool,”  or “cute.”  I deemed a 
comment regarding natural behaviour, such as “bite, ” or an appropriate 
observation, such as “sharp teeth,” as neither.  

 
** % of total amount for that row 
*** % of total amount for that column 
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Age Boys Girls 

7 Beady eyes, big, big, big, bite, blue, 
brave, cheetah, clever, cunning, 
cunning, dangerous, deadly, deadly, 
enemy, fins, friendly, grey, nasty, 
nasty, not even, scary, scary, scary, 
scary, sharp, sharp, speedy, teeth, 
strong, they are angry, viscous, 
viscous. 

Bad tempered, big, bite, blood, confused, 
epic, fast, fierce, fierce, fierce, friendly, 
greedy, huge, kill, nice, scary, scary, 
scary, sharks are cool, sharp, sharp teeth, 
weird. 

 
 Total 

Number of unrecognisable 
answers 

1 

Number of words missed out 13 
 

Age Boys Girls 

8 Aaah, angry, amazing, big, big, big, 
bite, blue, blue, blue, blood, blood, 
big, cool, cool, curious, danger, 
dangerous, dangerous, dangerous, 
deadly, epic, evil, evil, frightening, 
frightening, fierce, fierce, ferocious, 
great danger, great white shark, 
giant, harmless, huge, huge, 
interesting, lonely, mighty, nasty, 
ocean, scary, scary, scary, scary, 
scary, scary, scary, scary, sharks, 
sharp teeth, strong, teeth, teeth, 
ugly, viscous, water, weird, wild, 
winds. 

Active, active, big, big, big, blood, blood 
thirsty, blue, brains, creepy, creepy, 
courageous, dangerous, dangerous, 
dangerous, deadly, dull, dog shark, eats a 
lot, eyes, evil, fast, fierce, fierce, 
fearsome, frightening, furious, grey, grey 
fins, great white shark,  head, 
humungous, horrible, interesting, large, 
white, mean, mean, mean, mean, 
menacing, menacing, scary, scary, scary, 
scary, scary, scary, scary, scary, sharp, 
sharp teeth, sharp teeth, sharp teeth, 
shark, teeth, terrifying. 

 
 Total 

Number of unrecognisable 
answers 

5 

Number of words not written 
down 

14 

 
Age Boys Girls 

9 Animals, ancient, awesome, 
awesome, blood-thirsty, big, clever, 
cool, danger, dangerous, 
dangerous, dangerous, death, 
dumb, fierce, fin, fin, fish, friendly, 
frightening, grey, harmless, huge, 
Jaws, Jaws, lethal, nice, ocean, 

Angry, big, brave, dangerous, dangerous, 
dangerous, danger, deadly, eat people, 
evil, evil, fierce, fierce, fin, flesh eating, 
frightening, frustrated (if they don’t get 
their food), hammer, humungous, killer, 
long, massive, meat, mighty, scary, scary, 
scary, sharp, sharp teeth, strong, strong 
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scary, scary, scary, scary, scary, 
scary, sea, sharp teeth, sharp tooth, 
snappy, soup, tail, teeth, terrifying, 
speedy, speedy, violent, viscous, 
viscous, viscous, viscous, viscous, 
viscous. 

smellers, teeth, teeth, terrifying, 
unfriendly, viscous, viscous. 

 
 Total 

Number of unrecognisable 
answers 

0 

Number of words not written 
down 

2 

 
Age Boys Girls 

10 Big, big, big eyes, blood, blood, 
danger, dangerous, dangerous, 
dangerous, deadly, death, eat, eat, 
evil, fearsome, ferocious, fin, fin, 
fish, fish, fish, fierce, fierce, fierce, 
huge, killer, killer, horrifying, 
hunters, lethal, long, massive, 
might, murky, not that scary, 
peaceful, predator, predator, 
predator, protector, razor sheep, 
scary, scary, scary, scary, sea, 
sharks, sharp, snappy, swim, sea, 
strength, teeth, teeth, terrifying, 
threatening, unloved, violent, water. 

Big, big, danger, dangerous, dangerous, 
dangerous, dangerous, evil, fish, 
fisherman, huge, huge, getting killed, 
huge, leaders of the sea, mean, predator, 
quite scary, scary, sea, strong, swim, 
swim, teeth, troublemakers, viscous, 
viscous, water. 

 
 Total 

Number of unrecognisable 
answers 

1 

Number of words not written 
down 

2 

 
 

Age Boys Girls 

11 Dangerous, dangerous, fierce, great 
white sharks, ocean, predator, shark 
attacks, sneaky, teeth. 

Blood, blood-thirsty, dangerous, eating 
fish, fast, fast, furious, killer whale, large, 
scary, scary, sharp teeth, teeth, teeth, 
swimmers, viscous, 
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 Total 
Number of unrecognisable 

answers 
0 

Number of words not written 
down 

0 

 
Question 2  
Out of 5 how would you judge your knowledge of shar ks? 
1 - Very Poor  
2 - Poor   
3 - Average (Similar to anyone else) 
4 - Good   
5 - Very Good 
 
Total results for Question 2 

 
Judgement  Total Boys Girls 

1 10 
(7%)* 

5 
(6%)* 

5 
(9%)* 

2 24 
(18%)* 

14 
(17%)* 

10 
(18%)* 

3 64 
(47%)* 

34 
(41%)* 

30 
(55%)* 

4 26 
(19%)* 

19 
(23%)* 

7 
(13%)* 

5 11 
(8%)* 

9 
(11%)* 

2 
(4%)* 

“Don’t 
know” 

2 
(1%)* 

1 
(1%)* 

1 
(1%)* 

Total 
number of 

pupils 

137 82 55 

 
* % of total amount for that column 
  
Age 7 

 
Judgement  Total Boys Girls 

1 1 1 0 
2 2 1 1 
3 10 5 5 
4 4 4 0 
5 5 4 1 

“Don’t 
know” 

1 1 0 
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Age 8 
 

Judgement  Total Boys Girls 
1 5 3 2 
2 5 4 1 
3 24 10 14 
4 6 5 1 
5 4 4 0 

“Don’t 
know” 

1 0 1 

 
Age 9 

 
Judgement  Total Boys Girls 

1 1 1 0 
2 11 6 5 
3 12 7 5 
4 6 3 3 
5 1 1 0 

“Don’t 
know” 

0 0 0 

 
Age 10 

 
Judgement  Total Boys Girls 

1 3 0 3 
2 6 3 3 
3 12 10 2 
4 8 6 2 
5 0 0 0 

“Don’t 
know” 

0 0 0 

 
Age 11 

 
Judgement  Total Boys Girls 

1 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
3 6 2 4 
4 2 1 1 
5 1 0 1 

“Don’t 
know” 

0 0 0 
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Question 3 
Estimate how many people are killed every year, wor ldwide, from shark attacks. 

 
After analysing the results, I feel that this question was far too broad for the children and 
that the huge range of results illustrates this.  In my opinion, the lack of direction in this 
question led to some children simply guessing amounts rather than giving the question 
more thought.  If I were to repeat the questionnaire, I feel that it would be more 
appropriate for this question to give children 5 specific amounts of human causalities to 
choose from, rather than simply asking them to estimate.  I have, however, decided to 
present the results anyway. 

 
Total results for Question 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Form of analysis Amount 
Mean (Average) 606, 481 

Mode 100 and 2,000 
Median 150 

Range Total 
0-10 21 

11-100 40 
101-1000 33 
1001-5000 16 

5001-10,000 9 
10,001 – 100,000 7 

100,001 – 1,000,000 3 
<1,000,001 5 
No answer 3 

Total number of 
responses 

137 

Answers 
0, 1, 1, 4, 5, 5, 5, 5, 6, 6, 6, 8, 8, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 15, 16, 16, 19, 20, 
20, 20, 30, 30, 30, 30, 30, 30, 40, 50, 50, 50, 50, 50, 61, 66, 72, 74, 75, 75, 78, 80, 
80, 90, 95, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 100, 109, 125, 130, 150, 
150, 150, 150, 150, 175, 181, 200, 200, 200, 200, 200, 200, 210, 300, 399, 500, 
500, 500, 500, 500, 500, 677, 1,000, 1,000, 1,000, 1,000, 1,000, 1,000, 1,000, 
1,110, 1,058, 1,500, 2,000, 2,000, 2,000, 2000, 2,000, 2,000, 2,000, 2,000, 2,000, 
2,000, 3,000, 3,550, 5,000, 5,950, 6,043, 6,700, 7,000, 10,000, 10,000, 10,000, 
10,000, 10,000, 14,000, 16,754, 20,000, 20,000, 20,000, 20,000, 30000, 100,000, 
400,000, 500,000, 2,000,000, 2,000,000, 5,000,000, 2,000,0000, 51,000,000 
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Question 4   
Rank the following 5 animals in terms of danger to humans (according to death 
rates)  
1 - Most dangerous     5 - Least dangerous 

• Mosquitoes 
• Elephants 
• Sharks 
• Horses 
• Snakes 

 
Total results for Question 4  
The table below ranks the animals in terms of points.  The animal with the least amount 
of points would be deemed the most dangerous in the view of the children, and the one 
with the most amount of point would be deemed the least dangerous. 
 

Animal Amount 
of points 

Order of 
danger 

Actual order of danger 

Mosquitoes  434 3 1 
(655,000 – 1.2 million) 

Elephants 447 4 3 
(500) 

Sharks 218 1 5 
(5) 

Horses 610 5 4 
(40 +) 

Snakes 287 2 2 
(100,000) 

 
Sources: 
http://www.eatnineghost.com/top-10-deadliest-creatu res-on-earth/  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaria  
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/stories/11 -animals-more-likely-to-kill-you-than-sharks  
 
Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 44 
(54%)* 

37 
(67%)* 

81 
(59%)* 

2nd 16 
(20%)* 

10 
(18%)* 

26 
(19%)* 

3rd 13 
(16%)* 

4 
(7%)* 

17 
(12%)* 

4th 2 
(2%)* 

1 
(2%)* 

3 
(2%)* 

5th 4 
(4%)* 

1 
(2%)* 

5 
(4%)* 

No 
answer 

3 
(4%)* 

2 
(4%)* 

5 
(4%)* 

Total 82 55 137 
 
* % of total amount for that column 
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Age 7 
 

Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 12 4 15 
2nd 2 2 4 
3rd 1 0 1 
4th 0 1 1 
5th 1 0 1 
No 

answer 
0 0 0 

 
Age 8 

 
Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 12 15 27 
2nd 6 3 9 
3rd 3 2 5 
4th 0 0 0 
5th 1 0 1 
No 

answer 
3 0 3 

 
Age 9 

 
Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 9 11 20 
2nd 4 2 6 
3rd 4 0 4 
4th 1 0 1 
5th 0 0 0 
No 

answer 
0 0 0 

 
Age 10 

 
Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 9 5 14 
2nd 4 3 7 
3rd 5 1 6 
4th 0 0 0 
5th 2 0 2 
No 

answer 
0 0 0 
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Age 11 
 

Level of 
threat 

Boys Girls Total 

1st 2 2 4 
2nd 0 0 0 
3rd 0 1 1 
4th 1 0 1 
5th 0 1 1 
No 

answer 
0 2 2 

 
Question 5 
Can sharks be found in the waters surrounding the U nited Kingdom? Yes or no? 
 
Total results for Question 5  
 
Answer  Total Girls Boys 

Yes 48 
(35%)* 

18 
(33%)* 

30 
(37%)* 

No 85 
(62%)* 

36 
(65%)* 

49 
(60%)* 

“Don’t 
Know” 

4 
(3%)* 

1 
(2%)* 

3 
(3%)* 

Total 137 55 82 
 

* % of total amount for that column 
 
The table below details the number of children who answered “yes” to Question 5 , and 
who were able to give “appropriate” or “inappropriate” answers to Question 6 .  If they 
had answered “yes” to Question 5 , Question 6  asked the children to list as which 
species of shark live in the waters surrounding the United Kingdom.  By doing this, I was 
able to test the knowledge of those children who answered “yes” in Question 5 .   
 
I deemed “appropriate” answers as those that included 1 or more UK shark species.  I 
deemed answers which included just 1 non UK shark species, along with 1 or more UK 
shark species as “appropriate” as well.  However, if the children included more than 1 
non UK shark species, I then deemed their answer as being “inappropriate.”  
 
For this question, I also deemed the great white shark a non UK shark species.  Whilst I 
recognise there is some evidence that great white sharks may visit UK waters, it is also 
important to consider that the children may just have listed the great white shark 
because it is a major “flagship” shark species, and therefore its inclusion in their answer 
may not be a fair representation of the children’s knowledge of UK shark species, but 
rather of global shark species.    
 
 
 



Misconceptions: What do school children aged 7-11 really think about sharks? 
 

22 

 Total Boys Girls 

Number of children 
giving 

“appropriate” 
answers.  

13 
(27%)* 

9 
(30%)* 

4 
(22%)* 

Number of children 
giving 

“inappropriate” 
answers. 

21 
(44%)* 

11 
(37%)* 

10 
(56%)* 

Number of children 
giving “don’t 

know” answers. 

9 
(19%)* 

6 
(20%)* 

3 
(17%)* 

Number of children 
leaving the 

question blank.  

5 
(10%)* 

4 
(13%)* 

1 
(5%)* 

Total 48 30 18 
 

* % of total amount for that column 
 
Question 6 
If you answered “yes” to Question 5, list as many s pecies of shark as you can 
below which are found in waters surrounding the Uni ted Kingdom. 
 
Total results for Question 6  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* % of total amount for that row 
** % of total amount for that column 
 
Age 7 

 
Boys Girls 

Bull shark, bull shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, tiger shark, zebra shark. 

Great white shark, great white shark, 
hammerhead shark, temperature shark. 

 
 
 
 

 Boys Girls “Don’t 
know” 

Total 
comments 

excl. 
“Don’t 
know” 

Great 
white 
shark 

Comments  34 
(51%)* 

24 
(36%)* 

9 
(13%)* 

58 20 
(34%)* 

Actual UK 
shark 

species 

9 
(26%)** 

5 
(21%)** 

NA 14 
(24%)** 

NA 
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 Total 
“Don’t know” 

answers 
1 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 8 

 
Boys Girls 

Basket shark, bull shark, bull shark, cat 
shark, dog shark, great white shark great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark,  hammerhead, 
hammerhead, normal shark, tiger shark, 

tiger shark, tiger shark. 

Blue shark, bull shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, 

hammerhead, match shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

4 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 9 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, dogfish (not big ones), 
great white shark, great white shark, great 

white shark, hammerhead. 

Great white shark, hammerhead, killer 
whale, tropical blue shark. 

 
 Total  

“Don’t know” 
answers 

3 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 10 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, bull shark, dog fish, tiger 
shark. 

Fresh water shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, river shark, whale shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

1 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 
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Age 11 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, bull shark. Great white shark, great white shark, 
lemon shark, tiger shark. 

 
 Total  

“Don’t know” 
answers 

0 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Question 7 
Do you know any threats facing sharks in the wild? If so, write them below and 
feel free to add any extra facts that you may know as well. 

 
Total results for Question 7  

 
 Boys Girls “Don’t 

know” 
Total 

comments 
Total 

comments 
excl. 

“Don’t 
know” 

Comments  76 
(46%)* 

37 
(22%)* 

52 
(32%)* 

165 113 
(68%)* 

Number of 
actual 
threats 
facing 

sharks.*** 

62 
(82%)** 

31 
(84%)** 

NA 93 
(56%)** 

93 
(82%)** 

 
* % of total amount for that row 
** % of total amount for that column 
*** For this, I used the list of threats detailed b y Shark Aid UK 
(www.sharkaiduk.co.uk ) and Parker S, (2008), The Encyclopaedia of Shark, Quintet 
Publishing Limited. 
 
Threats 

- Overfishing 
- Nets and long lining 
- Pollution 
- Sport angling 
- Shark fin trade 
- Shark oil and skin trade 
- Global misunderstanding of sharks and deceiving media reputation. 
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Age 7 
 

Boys Girls 
Crab, drift nets, fish, fishing nets, people 
are dropping things in the ocean, puffer 
fish, spear gun, swimmers killing sharks, 
throwing things into the ocean, whale, 
stingray. 

Fish, oil spills, people are over fishing, 
people killing them. 

Extra facts Extra facts 
0 0 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

12 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 8 

 
Boys Girls 

Bad water, fishing nets, guns, hooks, 
hunters, hunters kill sharks, killing, killing, 
knives, knives, nets, nets killing great white 
sharks, nothing, oil spills, overfishing, 
people are killing them for their fins to put 
in soup, poachers cut their fins off, taking 
their skin, teeth for necklaces, 

A whale, catching them with ropes and 
killing them, fishing nets, hunters want to 
sell them for money, killer whales, oil in the 
sea, oil leaks, oil tankers, people fishing 
sharks, people killing sharks, people kill 
sharks for their fins, people kill them for 
food and to keep safe. 

Extra facts Extra facts 
There are 134 species of shark. Sharks normally don’t harm people, 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

21 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 9 

 
Boys Girls 

Black whale killing them, fishermen, 
humans, humans, humans, humans are a 
threat to sharks because they kill over 
1,000 sharks a year, humans because we 
are the deadliest creature on the planet, 
hunting them for their fins, killer whales, 
knives, oil, oil spilling, people killing sharks, 
people killing them for their fins, poaching, 
pollution, their fin for food, their fins for 

Cut the fins off for soup, disease, getting 
caught in nets to make shark fin soup, 
killer whales, none, people are making 
shark fin soup, people cut their fins off for 
shark fin soup, people hunting them, 
people kill them using for their fins for 
shark find soup, people might kill them, 
people throw rubbish into the sea, waters 
are too hot. 
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medicine, whales. 
Extra facts Extra facts 

0 0 
 

 Total 
“Don’t know” 

answers 
5 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 10 

 
Boys Girls 

Drift nets, fishermen, fishing, fishing nets, 
fishing nets, fishing nets, humans, hunters, 
hunting, hunting because they are scared 
of sharks, in China they hunt sharks to 
make shark soup, junk, killer whale, 
merchants, nets, oil, oil rigs, oil spills, 
overfishing, people are killing fishes likes 
sharks to make food like oil, people cutting 
off sharks’ fins, people entering their 
space, people think they will kill them, 
people want to kill sharks for their fins, 
people want to kill sharks for food because 
they think that sharks will harm us, people 
who are scared of sharks usually kill them, 
poachers. 

Chopping off their fins for soup and 
medicine, fishermen chopping their fins off 
and then throwing them back out into 
water, fishing nets, oil spilling from boats. 

Extra facts Extra facts 
0 0 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

10 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

  
Age 11 

 
Boys Girls 

Hunters for their fins. The environment, humans kill sharks, nets 
in the sea, not enough fish in the sea, 
people being scared of them. 

Extra facts Extra facts 
0 0 
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Question 8  
List as many species of shark as you can below. 

 
Total results for Question 8  

 
 Boys Girls “Don’t 

know” 
Total 

comments 
 

Great 
white 
shark 

Bull 
shark 

Tiger 
shark 

H’head 

Comments  272 
(64%) 

152 
(35%) 

4 
(1%) 

428 137 
(32%)* 

45 
(11%)* 

67 
(16%)* 

60 
(14%)* 

 
* % of the total comments excluding “don’t know.” 
 
Age 7 

 
Boys Girls 

Blue shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, fast 
ones, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark,  great white 
shark, great white shark,  great white 
shark, great white shark, lemon shark, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
lemon shark, leopard shark, leopard shark, 
lion shark, reef shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, white tip shark, zebra shark, zebra 
shark. 

Bull shark, bull shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, lemon shark, lemon shark,  
nurse shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, whale shark, whale shark, whale 
shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

1 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
 
 
 
 

 Total 
“Don’t know” 

answers 
4 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 
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Age 8 

 
Boys Girls 

Black tip shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, dog shark, 
carpet shark, cat shark, goblin shark, 
goblin shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark,   great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark,  
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead,  
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, killer shark, lemon shark, 
lemon shark, leopard shark, normal shark, 
nurse shark, saw shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, whale shark, whale shark, whale 
shark, zebra shark. 

A shark that eats grass, basking shark, 
blue shark, blue shark, blue shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, 
bullet shark, bullet shark, emad shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark,  great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark,  great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, grey shark, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead,  
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, lemon shark, lion shark, 
normal shark, sorrel shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, whale shark, 
white shark, zebra shark, zebra shark, 
zebra shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

2 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

  
Age 9 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, black tipped shark, black tip 
shark, black tip shark, blue shark, blue 
shark, blue shark, bottlenose shark, bull 
shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull 
shark, dog shark, dwarf shark, goblin 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 

Black shark, black tipped shark, blue 
shark, blue shark, bull shark, bull shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
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great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark,  great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, grey 
nurse shark, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
lemon shark, lemon shark, lemon shark, 
mako shark, silver tip shark, thresher 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark,  whale shark, whale 
shark, whale shark, whale shark, whale 
shark, white tip shark. 

white shark, great white shark, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, killer shark, killer whale, 
killer whale, lemon shark, lemon shark, 
megalodon, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, white shark, 
zebra shark. 

 
 

 Total 
“Don’t know” 

answers 
1 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 10 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, basking shark, basking 
shark, black tip shark, black tip shark,  blue 
shark, blue shark, bull shark, bull shark, 
bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, bull shark, 
dogfish, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark,  great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark,  great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
barrier shark, grilled shark, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, lemon shark, 
lemon shark, lemon shark, lemon shark, 
mako shark, nurse shark, sword shark, 

Baby shark, fresh water shark, great white 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, hammerhead, hammerhead, 
hammerhead, lemon shark, lemon shark, 
river shark, shark, tiger shark, whale shark, 
whale shark. 
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sword shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger 
shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, tiger shark, 
tiger shark, tiger shark, whale shark, whale 
shark, whale shark, whale shark, white 
belly shark, white tip reef shark, white tip 
shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

2 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
Age 11 

 
Boys Girls 

Basking shark, bull shark, drilled head 
shark, great white shark, great white shark, 
great white shark,  hammerhead, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, lemon shark, 
lemon shark, tiger shark, whale shark. 

Bull shark, bull shark, great white shark, 
great white shark, great white shark, great 
white shark, great white shark, 
hammerhead, hammerhead, lemon shark, 
saw shark, tiger shark, tiger shark. 

 
 Total 

“Don’t know” 
answers 

1 

Number of 
unrecognisable 

answers 

0 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


