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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in South 

Central Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social and environmental 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups, schools and 

NGOs in South Central Africa. Some are 

comprised of older folk, some cater to 

the needs of university students while 

others are made up of Edmund Rice 

Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk’s purpose 

is to advocate, educate and equip in the 

area of Human Rights, Justice and 

Advocacy. We operate in South Africa, 

Zambia and Zimbabwe as well as offer 

our support, expertise and educational 

materials to various other groups across 

the globe. 

We belong to a global network of human 

rights defenders; and form a part of the 

wider Edmund Rice Network, inspired by 

the charism and ethos of Blessed 

Edmund Rice.  

The Justice Desk runs four key 

departments: (1) Advocacy, (2) 

Education & Awareness, (3) Training, 

and (4) Bridging; under which various 

projects and programmes can be found 

which fulfill each sectors purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Youth Ambassadors 

Conference 

The very first ERI Youth Ambassadors 
Conference for South Central Africa was 
hosted from the 21st-23rd October 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Umoya Project 
Our Umoya Project continues to thrive in the 

Khayelitsha Township. 

Welcome to the Sept/Oct Newsletter 

of the Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

Edition 30 

Sept/Oct 
2016 
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The 21st of September is International Peace Day and our staff 

were invited as keynote speakers to the Salesians Institute, in 

order to speak to school students about the importance of 

working for peace in South Africa. 

 

“Peace building is one of those terms, that very much like 

human rights and justice, cause unease and discomfort among 

governments, civil society and even with you and me” said 

Jessica Dewhurst, our Director. “By promoting the need for 

peace, we have to acknowledge the need to address the root 

causes of conflict which are systemic in nature. It means challenging the way we interact with each other as a 

society, how we behave, what we believe and how we should live”.  Students performed plays, musical pieces, and 

pledged themselves towards working for peace in their communities. We congratulate Mr Malcom Gertse and his 

team at The Salesians Institute for their phenomenal work. 

A warm welcome to our newest Brand Ambassador, Miss Hlonelwa Lutuli. Hlonelwa is 

head-girl at Settlers High School. She fell in love with the idea of teaching others 

about their human rights, as well as helping them fight for their rights. This is 

why she wishes to become an international human rights lawyer. She is an avid 

reader, student leader, and volunteer.  

She has volunteered with our organisation, and been instrumental in running 

our South Central African Youth Ambassadors Programme. We welcome Miss 

Hlonelwa to our organisation!   

 

 

On the 13th of October 2016, the Edmund Rice Justice Desk ran a Human Rights and Social Justice Workshop at 

the German International School in Cape Town. 110 learners from grade 10 and 11 participated in the workshop, 

which had three focus areas. The first part introduced human rights, what they are and where they come from. 

The second examined current injustices taking place in South Africa today, which included learners identifying 

systemic injustices. The third and final part of the workshop examined ways that learners could challenge injustice 

and be change makers in their homes and school. The learners actively engaged in the workshop and 

demonstrated a passion to be the change they wanted to see.  

International Peace Day 
 

German International School Training 

 

Welcome to our newest Brand Ambassador! 
 



 JUSTICE DESK – NEWSLETTER | Issue 30 3 

 

 

The Umoya project was co-founded by The Edmund Rice Justice Desk and 

St Michael’s Catholic Church in 2013. It takes numerous volunteers to a 

Missionaries of Charity home in the township of Khayelitsha on weekends 

in order to interact with the many residents in the home.  

The 65+ residents have various mental and physical disabilities and have 

little or no contact with their families. The project plans fun activities in 

order to provide a space for ‘our family’ to have fun and form positive relationships with volunteers.  

Over the last two months we have hosted multiple sessions. These included musical performances, dance 

parties, movie days, arts and craft classes, physical workouts and physiotherapy, as well as the creation of our 

very own “Restaurante La Umoya!” This session included residents having the opportunity to be served by 

volunteers who prepared special meals and entertainment for them. Check out our website for more details on 

the next session. Why don’t you join us?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 
and live in the Cape Town area, 

register via our website: 

www.theumoyaproject.com 

 

The Umoya Project 
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On the 21st of October The Edmund Rice Justice desk was delighted to welcome our 2017 Youth Ambassadors to 
the first YA conference in South Africa.  The Youth Ambassadors came from different parts of the country and 
bonds were formed quickly with high levels of tangible energy and enthusiasm. Upon arrival everyone had a 
chance to settle in at the Scalabrini Guest house which forms part of the Scalabrini refugee centre in Cape Town. 
The choice of accommodation was very important as all the profit made from the guest house went straight back 
into the running of the refugee centre, teaching our Youth Ambassadors about responsible tourism and how every 
action has potential for both positive and negative consequences.  

The evening started off with introductions, a presentation on ‘the power of youth’ and a powerful presentation by 
our Training Coordinator Sarah Child, titled ‘overcoming structures of oppression: Apartheid South Africa, 20 
years after democracy’. Later in the evening each Ambassador had a chance to introduce both themselves and 
their schools with presentations so that we could get to know one another even more.   

Saturday was a busy day of exploration as the Youth Ambassadors took part in “The Amazing (Justice) Race”, 
exploring The V&A Waterfront, Robben Island Museum, The Slave Lodge, Berlin Wall, as well as the Company 
Gardens and surrounds. The Youth Ambassadors were split into teams and encouraged to engage with a range of 
questions and work together to complete the race. More importantly they were starting to understand that the 
ways in which they interact with history and justice issues are an imperative part of their role as Youth 
Ambassadors. A visit to Cape Town would not be complete without a trip up Table Mountain, which was also 
enjoyed by all. One of the challenges set for the teams was to participate in a “Random Act of Kindness Challenge” 
in which they had to engage in acts of kindness towards complete strangers. And of course this group did not stop 
at just one act! Everywhere we looked, we saw the Youth Ambassadors proudly wearing their t-shirts offering 
words and gestures of kindness, support and love to everyday citizens in the streets of Cape Town. There was 
laughter, jokes, support, engagement and encouragement throughout the day and a truly beautiful set of 
memories made!  

However, the work of the Youth Ambassadors did not stop here. After a presentation on how great leaders inspire 
action, which equipped the ambassadors with the necessary tools to begin their campaigns, the group collectively 
workshopped and decided on 12 campaigns that will be run in 2017.  This was followed by the creation of practical 
Justice Action Plans for 2017. 

On the final day we attended mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, where the ambassadors were brought before the parish 
to receive a very special blessing. It was a beautiful closing point that gave everyone an opportunity to reflect on 
the journey we had undertaken as a group to be voices of justice.  

Groups such as these are the reason we as a team believe in the power of youth and want to enable and create 
platforms for youth to empower themselves and their communities. It is tough putting into words the shear 
brilliance and potential that radiates from this group. Individually they are extraordinary and together we believe 
they will be unstoppable! We commend all our schools on their choices of Youth Ambassadors and cannot wait to 
share all that they achieve in the future. Watch this space! 

  

Youth Ambassadors Conference 
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This October, our Director was in Zambia visiting and training schools and programmes in preparation for the 

launch of our human rights programmes this November. This will include all CBC and affiliated schools, training 

centres and various other projects. We thank our DLT and PLT for making this possible! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to St Edmund’s Secondary School for selecting their two Youth Ambassadors for 2017, as well as 

two Advocacy Teachers who will guide their school in being actively engaged in human rights education and 

campaigns. Their Youth Ambassadors are Fortune Habile and Wizzy Banda. Their Advocacy teachers are Miss 

Sarah Mulando and Mr Marshal Mayonda. 

 

 

 

 

St Edmund’s, Mazabuka 

 

ERJD Launches in Zambia! 
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Congratulations to St Boniface High School for running their Cancer 

Awareness campaign this month. Students hosted various talks, handed 

out pink ribbons and educated students on early detection.  

On the 5th of November our staff trained ERC leaders 

and buddies in anti-human trafficking. The talk gave 

volunteers and buddies a basic understanding of what 

human trafficking is, its different forms, as well as 

South African legislation that relates to human 

trafficking. How to identify a victim, as well as to how 

to protect ourselves from trafficking techniques was 

also thoroughly explored. Volunteers and buddies 

were engaged, asked thought provoking questions, and all pledged to share this information with those in their 

communities. 

From the 28th of September to the 6th of October, our Director 

represented The Edmund Rice Justice Desk at the Edmund Rice 

Education Beyond Borders congress in Kolkatta, India. The 

purpose of EREBB and the trip was to bring together CBC and 

affiliated schools and NGOs from across the globe in order to 

commit ourselves in global solidarity to transformational 

education for justice and liberation. During her stay, Miss Dewhurst 

experienced education in an Edmund Rice school in India, as well 

as the richness of the multi-faith Indian world. She was able to visit 

various social development projects for the marginalized in New 

Delhi, as well as network and build relationships with people from 

across the globe. As a partner of the EREBB Global Advocacy 

Network, Miss Dewhurst was also able to address the congress on 

the success of our HIV Campaign. The entire experience was 

incredibly fruitful as the global Edmund Rice family continue our 

work for justice, education and transformation. 

ERC Anti-Trafficking Camp 

Youth Ambassadors Update! 

 

Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders - India 
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Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development, Edmund Rice Foundation & Misean Cara 

A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org), Edmund Rice 
Foundation (www.erf.org.au) and Misean Cara (www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that the work of 
The Edmund Rice Justice Desk for South Central Africa is possible. Without you, we would not be able to do what we do, 
and for that we are truly grateful. 
 

 

info@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/TheEdmu
ndRiceJusticeDesk 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

