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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older folk, 

some cater to the needs of university 

students while others are made up of 

Edmund Rice Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

ERNSAs Justice Desk was launched in 

2013.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

the general public around Social Justice 

and Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Queens Young Leader 

The Justice Desk was recently awarded The 
Queens Young Leaders Award from Her 

Majesty Queens Elizabeth at Buckingham 
Palace for our work in Human Rights across 

South Central Africa.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ambassadors 
Meet some of our Youth Ambassadors from 

across South Africa! 

Welcome to the June Newsletter of 

the Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

Edition 27 - June 2016 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 



 (JUSTICE DESK – (ERNSA) NEWSLETTER | Issue27 2 

 

 

Six months ago the 
announcement was made that our 
coordinator, Jessica Dewhurst, 
along with one other South 
African, would receive The 
Queens Young Leaders Award for 
2016. The Queen’s Young Leader 
Award recognises and celebrates 
exceptional people aged 18-29 
from across the Commonwealth, 
who are taking the lead in their 
communities and using their skills 
to transform lives. Winners of this 
prestigious Award received a 
unique package of training, 
mentoring and networking, 
including a one-week residential 
programme in the UK.  
 
In June of 2016 Jessica travelled to 
the UK, where she had the 
opportunity to visit and be trained 
at the Twitter UK Head-office, the 
BBC, AMV, and Cambridge 
University, among many others. 
She also had the opportunity to 
speak at the residence of the 
Security-General of the 
Commonwealth, and at the UK 

Prime Minister’s residence at 10 
Downing Street. Each winner also 
received a personal coach and 
mentor in order to support them 
in increasing and expanding their 
work back in their countries. On 
top of this, Jessica received her 
medal from Her Majesty The 
Queen at Buckingham Palace, as 
well as had the opportunity to 
meet Prince Harry, Princess 
Beatrice and Eugene, David 
Beckham, Jimmy Choo as well as 
UK Vlogger Alfie Deyes.  
 
Along with this award, The 
Edmund Rice Justice Desk has 
been congratulated for their work 
in human rights, and have been 
named an official organisation 
under the patronage of Queen 
Elizabeth. The Desk will play a 
large role in collaboratively 
running SDG projects with The 
Commonwealths Secretary-
General Baroness Scotland, as 
well as will be a member of the 
official QYL Human Rights 
Working Group. 

On top of this, The Justice Desk 
has been assigned Brand 
Strategist, Mentor, Publisher and 
Economists Celine Loader who 
will coach the organisation as we 
expand into the future. Mrs 
Loader has worked with 
Microsoft, Aspire Media, UBA, 
Firstbank, and the Central Bank of 
Nigeria. 
 
We thank Her Majesty for this 
fantastic honour, and we look 
forward to working alongside The 
Royal Family, the QYL 
Programme and The 
Commonwealth into the future. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Justice Desk Honoured by HRH Queen Elizabeth 
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Our office recently launched a series of educational videos aimed at educating youth on various human rights and 

justice issues, as well as how youth can get involved in community work. The first video was released on Human 

Rights Day in collaboration with Accountability Now and focused on various South Africans speaking out about 

the importance of Human Rights. These included every day citizens, advocates, NGO coordinators, activists and 

students. 

The second video was launched on the 16th June to mark South Africa’s Youth Day and was entitled ‘The Power of 

Youth’. The video highlighted three extraordinary South African youth making a difference in their communities, 

and showed how people from all walks of life can make a difference. Youth profiled in the video included Kelin 

Pottier of The Umoya Project, Luwanda Silwana of The Sozo Foundation, and Buhle Ngaba who fights for the 

rights of girls. “The Power of Youth is a phenomenal video that shows that no matter where you come from, no 

matter your age, upbringing, gender, race, or community – you still have the power to make a difference” – Kelin 

Pottier 

The third video released focused on the importance on fighting for Justice in South Central Africa and highlighted 

the work done by our office. The fourth video will be released on Mandela Day and focuses on breaking the stigma 

many still face with HIV/Aids. If you would like to view any of these videos, feel free to follow the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmJ1NUYbH8sKdnmjiYT-m1w  

 

 

  

ERJD Video Series 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmJ1NUYbH8sKdnmjiYT-m1w
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The Umoya project was co-

founded by The Edmund Rice 

Justice Desk and St Michaels 

Catholic Church in 2013. It takes 

numerous volunteers to a 

Missionaries of Charity home in 

the township of Khayelitsha on 

weekends in order to interact with 

the many residents in the home.  

The 75+ residents have various 

mental and physical disabilities 

and have little or no contact with 

their families. The project plans 

fun activities in order to provide a 

space for ‘our family’ to have fun 

and form positive relationships 

with volunteers.  

This month due to heavy rains, we 

were forced to stay indoors for our 

sessions. Movie days, indoor 

exercise routines and dancing 

sessions, as well as opportunities 

for community engagement were 

shared.  

Our next session will be on the 23rd 

July, why don’t you join us? 

 

 

 

The Bulawayo Shelter is an institute that serves multiple homeless people within Bulawayo with temporary and 

long term accommodation until work and other assistance can be sought. The institute does phenomenal work, 

yet is under dire financial constraints owing to a lack of social welfare funding as well as a steady decrease in 

donations made by the business and civil society sectors. Alongside the current economic hardships in the 

country, the centre is struggling to stay afloat and offer basic services to those in their care. 

 

Driven by the passion to serve and intervene, the Edmund Rice Society of Bulawayo came up with several 

initiatives to support the centre in caring for their beneficiaries. Among them was a project focused on the 

rehabilitation of the centre’s local vegetable garden. ERS members fundraised enough money to buy the 

necessary equipment to pump borehole water into the centre in order to revive the depleted vegetable garden. 

They assisted in rebuilding the garden, setting up water systems and in the process ensured that the home could 

grow and enjoy fresh vegetables without having to spend any additional money. We congratulate this amazing 

ERS for their outstanding work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 

and live in the Cape Town area, 
register via our website: 

www.theumoyaproject.com 

 

The Umoya Project 

 

The Bulawayo Shelter Project 
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Our profile of the month is one of our very own 

Youth Ambassadors, Taydren van Vuren who is in 

Grade 12 at CBC St John’s in Cape Town.  

What do you hope to do when you finish school 

and why? 

I love the idea that humans were created to do more 

than just exist but were rather given the 

responsibility to shape their own reality of the 

world. Well, my reality of the world is where 

boundaries are challenged and questioned and are 

not given the power to define us as people and 

that’s why I feel that my path in life is leading me towards being a voice for the voiceless, using my opportunities 

and my abilities to speak out against social injustices, corruption, poor education, the list of social injustices that 

exist in our world is relatively endless which is why for the rest of my life, I will fight until those injustices are merely 

words and no longer affect our world. That is a future I will fight for and as Peter Ducker says, “The best way to 

predict the future is to create it.”  

What motivated you to be a Youth Ambassador and what would you like to achieve? 

Being a Youth Ambassador means that I get to be a voice, I get to make a difference; I have the ability and the 

opportunity to be the change. It was the opportunity to represent my school and to do my part in bringing about 

a better tomorrow that inspired me and motivated me to be a Youth Ambassador. I am incredibly passionate 

about social justice and about using my life and my abilities to make a difference in someone’s life and being 

afforded to privilege to do so as a Youth Ambassador is incredibly humbling.  

To be a Youth Ambassador is an incredibly awesome experience.  What I hope to achieve through being a Youth 

Ambassador is to inspire students that they have the power, the voice to make a difference, to challenge injustices, 

to speak out against oppression and corruption and that they were made to do great things in this world. I want 

students to understand that they were made with a purpose greater than they could ever possibly understand and 

that they have been placed in a position and given the abilities and talents to go out into the world and change it 

for the better. I want to inspire our youth to have an open heart, an understanding mind and to see that they are 

part of a bigger picture of humanity. The world is filled with beauty, wonder and endless possibilities if you only 

have the courage to look past your comfort zone and see it. I hope that by me being a Youth Ambassador I can 

inspire students to not only look past their boundaries, but question why they were there in the first place. I want 

to make a difference.    

 

Profile of the Month: Taydren van Vuren 
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What campaigns are you doing this year? What are you most looking forward to? 

Along with the Edmund Rice Society we decided to take on the #30RightsIn30Days and educate our students on 

the responsibility that they have to protect the human rights of others. At the beginning of the year we decided 

to create our ‘Bottles of Hope’ campaign where as a school, we collected bottles of water for communities in South 

Africa that are struggling under water shortages. The Edmund Rice Society also wrote messages of hope and 

support to those families and communities who are suffering and they were attached to the bottles.  At St John’s 

we dedicated the month of April to raising awareness about the abuse of women and children through ‘The Red 

Lip Campaign’, as a show of solidarity, students came to school wearing something red. One of the campaigns 

that we are running this year which I am looking forward to is our Anti-Human Trafficking Campaign. When we 

initially ran this campaign, our school tied green ribbon to our fences and we stood in peaceful protest, this year 

we are hoping to make our voices even louder in order to create a bigger impact.  

Who is your role model and why? 

One of my role models is Malala Yousafzai, a brave young woman who decided to fight for not only her right to 

education but the right that every child has. She saw the injustices that present in her society and she saw the 

effect that they had on people’s lives and instead of allowing those injustices to define her home, she decided to 

speak out against them, to challenge them. Malala is an incredibly brave woman who exemplifies the power that 

the youth have and the impact that they can make on the future. Education is one of the most important gifts we 

can give a child and Malala has fought so that every child has the opportunity to go to school, to learn, to question, 

to grow their imagination. She has insured that children are given the opportunity to shape their own lives and to 

see the world not as it is, but as it could be. Her mission for education and equal rights for all is an inspiration to 

me; she is living proof that each of us has the power to make a difference.  

What motivates you to work towards a better South Africa? 

South Africa is a country that has, in the past, been characterized by immense hatred, violence and prejudice. It is 

also a country filled with diverse cultures, rich tradition and we are a nation that stood together and fought for 

democracy and fought for equality. We are a nation of fighters, a collection of people from every walk of life who 

have managed to overcome boundaries in order to bring about justice, equality and freedom, but there is still so 

much that needs to be done. We cannot change the 

injustices that characterized our past, but we can choose 

the effect that they have on our future. South Africa as a 

developing country has so much potential for change and 

right now, it is the youth of our country who have the power 

to make that change. It is the stories of students taking 

their future in their own hands and making a difference in 

their own communities that inspires me to work towards a 

brighter South Africa. It is the ordinary, everyday acts of 

love taken by ordinary people, done in the spirit of unity 

that will transform this country.  
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Written by: Brother Bwalya Mubanga 

In an effort to continue the growth and impact of the Edmund Rice Network in Zambia, students from St Edmund 
Secondary School met up with their brother school, St. Raphael Secondary School in Livingstone in order to work 
together and follow Edmund Rice’s footsteps in serving those most vulnerable.  

The two schools travelled around Livingstone visiting tourist sites, as well as spent the majority of their trip serving 
at an orphanage and old-age home. The journey began at the old age home where students donated food 
packages, as well as visited and worked in four main blocks, which housed 60 elderly people with various physical 
needs. Mr Lawrence Maduma, a volunteer at the home, took students around the premises and spoke about the 
residents various needs. Some residents needed basic assistance with moving and eating, while others were 
assisted in activities such as tailoring, knitting and working in the garden. 

Despite contributions from government and local donations, students were concerned to learn that the facility 
could not keep up with the amount of residents needing assistance, due to a lack of financial support. Up to ten 
residents resided in each room with little privacy or space. Students had the rare opportunity to reflect on the 
unjust situation, while also reflecting on how they could contribute towards making a difference in society.  

Led by St Raphael’s school teachers Mr Imasiku and Simundondwe, students then had the opportunity to visit and 
spend time with children from various local orphanages. They were welcomed with great joy and songs of 
welcome. Students donated food packages as well as spent time playing games and loving the children.  

At the end of their trip, students were also able to visit Victoria Falls and the Musi-o-Tunya National Park, where 
they had the opportunity to get close to a herd of elephants as well as various other animals. 

Both schools had a phenomenal time interacting during this successful trip. It is through such interactions that the 
relationships between the Edmund Rice Network of schools continues to grow. As Edmund Rice said, ‘’The Seed 
Will Grow’’, and we have clearly seen this through our students serving those around them.  

  

Edmund Rice Network in Zambia 
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With the help of our dedicated volunteers ERC has hosted four weekend camps for marginalised children, youth 

and families this year. On camp we focus on issues that our participants face in real life, and base the camp 

programs on educational themes that address these issues. Themes we have addressed recently include 

Children’s rights, Human rights and growth, Family bonding, values, goals, dreams and respect. This year ERC has 

recruited a number of new volunteers of which 20 are already active participants in ERC events. We are incredibly 

grateful for our volunteers, and in order to support their personal development we have also hosted multiple 

leadership training events. These included a Leadership Training Weekend from the 26th - 28th of February which 

followed a program by The Kolping Society of South Africa, and a First Aid Training Weekend with EMT from the 

11th - 13th of March.  

Our AGM on the 28th of May 2016 resulted in the election of a new chairperson for the ERC governing board, 

Philippe Van Geyt, and we look forward to the direction ERC will take under his leadership. In celebration of youth 

day, on June the 16th, ERC and our volunteers came together with Aunty Mildred (from Delft Symphony) for a 

community outreach day of fun and entertainment for almost 300 children and their parents. Soup and bread were 

provided for those who came to support us from the community of Delft, and the event was well received by the 

community.  

ERC has visited each of our agencies partners, Sakha Isizwe, Durbanville Children's Home, Delft Symphony and 

the Pebbles Project, to conduct Impact Assessments and ensure that we continue to serve the actual needs of 

their communities. We approach the second half of 2016 with enthusiasm and reassurance, knowing the work we 

do makes a significant difference in the lives of those we serve. Should you wish to receive a digital copy of our 

Annual Report for 2015 please send your request to Danielle Grebe: danielle@edmundricecamps.org.za   

Edmund Rice Camps WC 

mailto:danielle@edmundricecamps.org.za
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Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 
A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that the work of The Edmund Rice Justice Desk for South 

Central Africa is possible. Without you, we would not be able to do what we do, and for that we are truly grateful. 

 

 

info@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/TheEdmu
ndRiceJusticeDesk 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

