Feb 2017

@JusticeDeskSA
www.ersa.org

Welcome to The Edmund Rice Justice Desk ‘s
February Newsletter
The Edmund Rice Justice Desk’s purpose is to
advocate, educate and equip in the area of Human
Rights, Justice and Advocacy. We operate in
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe as well as
offer our support, expertise and educational
materials to various other groups across the
globe.
We belong to a global network of human rights
defenders; and form a part of the wider Edmund
Rice Network, inspired by the charism and ethos
of Blessed Edmund Rice.
Our various programmes and projects operate
under four key departments:






Advocacy
Education & Awareness
Training
Bridging
Our mother organisation is Edmund Rice
International, an ECOSOC Advisor to The United
Nations which can be found in both New York and
Geneva. We serve as their official office for South
Central Africa. We are also an official Queens
Young Leaders organisation, under the patronage
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. Our work has
been recognised by Lead SA, The Commonwealth,
the South African Presidency and many others.

IN THIS EDITION:
-

Youth Ambassadors Programme in 2017.
ERJD at the Nobel Summit of Peace
Laureates!
IONA Immersion to South Africa.
The Umoya Project celebrates 4 years!
Welcome to our newest Justice Ambassador!

FROM OUR DIRECTOR
A very warm welcome to our first newsletter of 2017! 2016 was a wonderful year for The Edmund Rice Justice Desk.,
as we continued to grow and make a difference. We trained, equipped and empowered more people than ever
before, as well as won numerous awards for our work. Our volunteer and intern intake has doubled, and we were
able to refine and run multiple projects. Our mission to advocate, educate and equip in the area of Human Rights,
Justice and Advocacy is stronger than ever and we look forward to all 2017 has in store for us!
Here are just a few of our achievements in 2016:
-

-

We completed 55 trainings in South Africa and Zambia, training over 3,400 people.
We launched a specialised Advocacy Teachers training, empowering teachers across South Africa and
Zambia, as well as created an online resource centre for teachers and principals.
We are functional in 19 schools and 7 parishes.
We hosted 6 Justice Dialogue Events for the general public.
We assisted in the feeding of over 500 children in the Khayelitsha township.
Our Umoya Project celebrates its 4th year, working with 80+ mentally and physically differently-abled elderly
and abandoned men and women in Khayelitsha.
We created formalised educational materials, including 6 manuals in Human Rights, Eco-Justice, Children’s
Rights, Anti-Xenophobia, Anti-Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking and Substance Abuse; as well as ran 12
human rights national and international campaigns in 2016.
We created and released 8 educational videos which included two on our Global HIV Campaign, ERJD, The
Power of Youth, Anti-Drugs, Human Rights in South Africa, Youth Ambassadors, and others.
We completed and submitted a Universal Periodic Review for the United Nations Human Rights Council.
We have 46 Youth Ambassadors across South Africa and Zambia and held the very first Youth Ambassadors
Conference in Cape Town.
All In-Reach students graduated from their programmes in 2016, and are now either working full-time or
furthering their tertiary education.
We received awards from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Lead SA and others.

This year we are blessed to expand our work even further, hiring more staff and expanding our reach into more
communities than ever before. Should you, your community or school wish to get involved, feel free to email
info@ernsa.org. We will be in South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe throughout 2017, and would love to be of service.

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others”
Nelson Mandela

IONA NEW YORK IMMERSION
The ERJD staff started off the New Year early in order
to prepare for our first immersion experience, involving
a group of IONA University Alumni from New York. We
welcomed a phenomenal group of 12 young graduates,
many of whom had been on immersion experiences all
over the world! During their ten day stay they were
exposed to the many sides of Cape Town from the
luxurious social and tourist hub of the Waterfront to
the starkly contrasted township of Khayelitsha.
Throughout their stay there was a running theme of
human rights, injustice, the prevailing and increasing
poverty gap along with what can be done, as agents of
change and ambassadors of Justice.
For the first half of the stay we were welcomed by
Brother Terry at the Christian Brother’s Centre in
Stellenbosch and the remaining half of the stay was
spent at the Scalabrini centre. The Scalabrini Centre is
a refugee centre and all profits from the guesthouse
are used to support the running of the centre. The Iona
alumni had the opportunity to learn about the inner
workings of the centre and assist in processing
permanent residence applications for asylum seekers
and refugees from Angola living in South Africa.

ERJD and IONA bonded as a group as we came to grips
with the political climate present in both the USA and
South Africa, and engaged in debates and discussions
around the importance of self-awareness, the pattern
of fragmentation in modern society and ways to
connect with and become aware of one’s surroundings
and the impact that we could have on the lives of
others. Spiritual experiences played a vital role
throughout the immersion. Opportunities for labyrinth
walks, traditional African blessings (offered by Loyiso a
past pupil of our in-reach programme); daily debriefing
sessions and a space to reflect on all that was
experienced over the jam-packed 10 day immersion
were given.
The Iona Alumni visited the historical site of Robben
Island and experienced the beauty and nature at Cape
Point, Boulders Beach and the magnificent Table
Mountain. They were also able to visit the Aquila game
reserve where were able to ogle at the Big 5, while
learning about the importance of nature conservation,
anti-poaching movements and earth rights. The group
also visited the Khayelitsha township, and were shown
around by locals who spoke about the harsh reality

faced by many South Africans. They experienced the
look-out point that oversees the whole of Khayelitsha
and visited the Missionaries of charity home for elderly
differently-abled individuals where the ERJD Umoya
project takes place.
Service immersions involved trips to a variety of nongovernmental
organisations
(NGOs),
where
participants were able to meet local change makers,
learn about their work, as well as spend some time
volunteering. The group enjoyed spending time at The
Pebbles Project, a powerful initiative that works to
educate and equip farm labourers and their children
with necessary resources (medical, educational etc)
that are otherwise not available. Participants cared for
farm labourers children in their ECD centre, while
learning about major issues impacting the community
such as HIV and Foetal-Alcohol Syndrome. A day spent
at a local township school in the township of Nyanga
was enjoyed by all and participants were taught about
the prevailing issues faced by a number of schools in
South Africa, i.e. a lack of resources, teachers and
facilities. They were divided into pairs and assisted with
various classroom activities and games. It was an
overwhelming experience but it left room for a large
amount of discussion around the education system and
ways to challenge the current injustices faced by many
of the youth of South Africa.

The Iona alumni were also taken to visit parliament and
learnt about gender dynamics and gender-based
violence from an NGO called Embrace Dignity.
Embrace Dignity challenges gendered power
inequalities that continue to oppress women and girls
through prostitution, sexual exploitation, human
trafficking and sexual abuse. The group heard
powerfully personal stories from human trafficking
survivors and engaged in necessary discussions around
prevailing inequalities and gendered-dynamics. They
also went on a walking immersion with survivors, who
pointed out brothels and various locations in the city
where victims of human trafficking have been held.
Participants also had the opportunity to meet ERN
legend, Denzel Swards while attending his specialised
wine-tasting experience at Simonsig Wine Estate,
which took participants on an inspirational journey
through his life as a ‘farm worker’s son’ to Tasting
Room Manager and Wine Advisor.
The group was incredibly engaged, highly reflective and
an absolute pleasure to host. The space was powerfully
charged with discussions and presentations around
xenophobia, HIV awareness, Eco-Justice, the difference
between Justice and Charity, systemic injustice and
Human Rights advocacy to name but a few. It was a
phenomenal experience and we are grateful to the
Iona Alumni for their whole-hearted engagement in
the experience!

YOUTH AMBASSADORS UPDATE
The ERJD team is very excited for the start of the 2017
Youth Ambassador’s programme! After the success of
Youth Ambassador’s Conference in October and the
eagerness expressed from our Youth Ambassadors, we
cannot wait to see what they will achieve!
We started off a busy year of Justice Campaigns with
The Power of Youth poetry competition and we
received entries from across South Africa and Zambia!
The voices of our entrants were incredibly powerful
and the poems that we received were a phenomenal
testament to the power of youth! South African
winners were Armando Lionjanga and Boitumelo
Nthapo from St Dominic’s College in Welkom. Runnerups were Aadila Omar (St Dominics) and Ontlametse
Mothobi Gratias (St Bernards). Zambian winners will be
announced next week. All poems will soon be found in
our annual anthology which aims to celebrate the
voices and potential of young change-makers in our
countries!
Our campaign for the month of February was the
#JusticeforAbram campaign. This long term initiative
will run throughout the year in an effort to increase
awareness around the prevalence of violence
experienced by youth, as well as to challenge the way
that violence has become normalised in South Central
Africa. The campaign is in honour of Abram Edgar
Lesego Sibeko, one of our Youth Ambassadors who was
tragically murdered last year in his community of
Springs, South Africa. Abram was a natural leader with
a lust for life and knowledge. His aspirations were
limitless, and he used his voice to speak out for those

oppressed. Abram’s life was ended far too soon as a
direct result of violence. Abram is sorely missed and
our deepest condolences go out to his family, friends
and community. It was clear from the way his fellow
Youth Ambassadors spoke about him that he was a
special kind of person! Let’s make a change and
together stand up against violence, gangs & all forms
of crime in our communities. This campaign involves
Youth Ambassadors raising awareness to the
devastating effects of crime and violence, as well as
students and schools identify ways to work for safer
communities. It is of the upmost importance to
#ProtectOurYouth, in order to #ProtectOurFuture!
The next campaign for March is The 30 Rights in 30
Days campaign, which focuses on educating people
around their 30 fundamental human rights. See our
website, FB page and twitter for more information or
contact us on kayla@ernsa.org for more on how you
can join the campaign and get involved!

THE UMOYA PROJECT CHRISTMAS PARTY
On the 10th of December 2016, we hosted our annual
Umoya Christmas Party. The Umoya Christmas Party is
one of the most anticipated events on our calendar and
there was an abundance of excitement leading up to
the party. The morning started with cheerful Christmas
music as our elves (volunteers) decorated the Umoya
Home. After greeting one another and saying a
morning prayer, the residents were served food. It felt
like a real Christmas feast as pies, donuts, and cake
were enjoyed by all. We then surprised the residents
with a live band who played all their favourite
Christmas Carols. Dancing quickly erupted as the
residents showed off their moves. The band was called
back on to play multiple encores. Due to the many
generous donations of various individuals and
companies, we were able to give gift hampers to every

resident. The joy on each resident’s face as they
opened their presents was beautiful. The day ended
with a pop up shop where residents could pick out
pieces of clothing while being served by their own
personal shopping elves!
A special thank you to Pick ‘n Pay, Dischem and St.
Michael’s Church for sponsoring presents. We would
also like to thank Dunkin Donuts and Coco Cola who
sponsored tasty refreshments for the party. We would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to The Missionaries
of Charity Sisters who welcome us into their home each
Umoya session. Finally, a big thank you to our
volunteers who faithfully attend each Umoya session,
the joy and enthusiasm that you bring is infectious.

WE HAVE MOVED!
In the first few months of 2016, it became evident that
we had outgrown our office space. With an influx of
new staff members and interns, there were up to five
people condensed into one office. We started the
search for a new office space but as many NGOs will
know too well, finding adequate office space on an
NGO budget can be quite the challenge. We met with
the wonderful team at Catholic Welfare and
Development (CWD) who graciously offered us the use
of their vacant office space in Ottery. It has been an
exciting transition for our team. We would like to thank
the York community for letting us use their space from
2013-2016. Our time in the York Community was
special and holds many memories. We would also like

to thank CWD for their amazing contribution to the
work of ERJD, and for making it possible for us to
expand as needed. If you are ever in the area, you are
welcome to come see our new offices over a cup of
coffee.

CASPAR LEE VISITS ERJD
YouTube celebrity and vlogger Caspar Lee visited our
projects in December along with a team from the
Queens Young Leaders Programme. The group came to
see the impact of our work, meet various beneficiaries
and encourage youth from across the globe to support
our work.

live as an impoverished HIV + youth. Caspar and Loyiso
hit it off immediately, playing pranks all while speaking
about the very real issues faced by South African youth
daily. Loyiso is the face of our Global HIV Campaign,
and is a strong advocate for equal access to healthcare
– something Loyiso himself has struggled to attain.

Caspar Lee is a British YouTuber who grew up in South
Africa, and who has a following of over 11 million
young people on social media. Caspar had the
opportunity to meet one of our beneficiaries, Loyiso
Mqubeni who was a big fan of the vlogger. Loyiso was
able to walk Casper through his community of
Khayelitsha, as well as take him to his home, known as
a “shack”, while sharing with Caspar what it is like to

After a wonderful day together, Caspar and Loyiso
joined our team as we hosted a Christmas Party for
over 180 vulnerable youth from the Khayelitsha
township. The day included musical and magic
performances, arts and crafts, sports, dancing, meals
and a very special visit from Casper himself, dressed as
Father Christmas. Thank you to The Queens Young
Leaders Programme for their outstanding support in
making the trip happen!

THE WORLD SUMMIT OF NOBEL PEACE LAUREATES
Our Director, Ms Jessica Dewhurst recently attended
the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates in Bogota
Colombia from the 30th Jan to the 6th February. The
Summit is the largest annual event in the field of peacemaking. It aggregates panel discussions among Nobel
peace Laureates and representatives of leading
international organizations, media, business and
government in open forums. It offers the opportunity
for group and individual meetings with high-profile
leaders from around the globe, as well as hosts youth
workshops with over 600 young people. This year, Ms
Dewhurst was invited to speak about our work in South
Central Africa, as well as The Queens Young Leaders
Programme.
Ms Dewhurst had the honour of addressing over 600
youth from 15 countries across the globe, as well as to
Sir Richard Branson and over 30 Nobel Laureates which
included the President of Colombia, Juan
Manuel Santos, the Director-General of UNESCO, Irina
Bokova, as well as other Laureates such as Jody
Williams, Kailash Satyarthi, Leymah Gbowee, Tawakkul
Karman and Shirin Ebadi, among others.
Ms Dewhurst spoke about our mission to be a voice for
human rights, global peace and justice, and
encouraged the global youth to use what they have
learnt from the summit to inspire change and action.
She openly rejected “world leaders who repeatedly use
hate, ignorance and fear, in order to divide, control and
fulfil their own agendas”; and encouraged youth to use
their skills and talents to become the leaders this world
deserves. On the last day of the Summit she was asked

to lead the official Youth Declaration at the closing
ceremony. Ms Dewhurst led a phenomenal group of
leaders from across the globe as they wrote and
presented the declaration to the Nobel Laureates and
the world. The address received incredible feedback,
multiple standing ovations and media coverage. Ms
Dewhurst has a strong message for world leaders,
stating that “We are the biggest population of youth
this world has ever seen. Over 1.8 billion young change
makers with the power to transform lives! World
leaders may ask us to build walls, but instead we
commit ourselves to building roads, bridges, schools,
hospitals, homes and parks – we will build pathways to
peace!”. To hear or read the whole speech, head over
to our website www.ernsa.org for more.

YES, YOUR HOLINESS
On Thursday the 26th January 2017, The Catholic
Leadership Academy (CLA) and The Edmund Rice
Justice Desk (ERJD) hosted their first joint event. The
evening promised story-telling by guest speaker SéanPatrick Lovett, Vatican Media Professional and
Communications Consultant, who has worked
personally with five popes over a period of forty years.
After a humble introduction, he quickly disarmed the
boundaries of formality, asking whether he could talk
as one friend to another for the evening.
The diverse gathering sat transfixed as Séan
energetically recounted heart-wrenching and hilarious
anecdotes of his personal encounters with the popes:
Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul 1st, Pope Saint John Paul
2nd, Pope Benedict 16th and Pope Francis. Séan spent
a large portion of the evening unveiling the lives of the
popes less well-known in modern society. He stated
that “we receive the pope we need at a specific time”
and explained the continuous nature of the papal
legacy.
An interesting thread throughout Séan’s stories was
the transforming nature of the relationship between
each pope and the general community over a period of
mere decades. Pope John Paul 1st, though only pope

for 33 days, was the pope to encourage a real present
encounter between himself and the general
population. Séan tenderly recounted the first time he
embraced Pope John Paul 1st after the pope had
walked close enough for the gathered crowd to tug and
tear at his hands and clothing. Pope Paul VI was carried
upon a sedia gestatoria, elevated above the crowd,
whereas Pope Francis embraces and touches the sick
and impoverished. A commonality between the five
popes according to Séan is their dedication to those in
need, though they own nothing themselves, and the
time dedicated by each to daily prayer. The weight of
the responsibility of the papal role would be crushing
without the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, Séan
added.
With the parting thought that everything in life is for a
purpose and has meaning, Séan shared an easy smile
and the room erupted in applause. With many pressing
questions, those gathered were reluctant to let him go
home. Séan truly gifted those fortunate enough to take
part in the event with an inspiring and insightful
evening. His light-hearted nature and undeniable faith
have left a long-lasting impression in the minds of all
present.

YOUTH AMBASSADORS IN ZAMBIA
A very warm welcome to our newest Youth Ambassador, Mercy Chafwinda
from St. Columba’s Secondary School in Lukulu, Zambia. She recently spoke
at an assembly to grades 8-10 encouraging students to learn more about
their human rights and stay in school. Mercy is an incredibly inspiring young
lady, and has committed herself to assisting learners in accessing their right
to education. We wish Mercy and St Columba’s all the best for their many
campaigns in 2017!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BRIDGING OFFICER
In January 2017, we welcomed Ms Hayley Hayes to our team as a Bridging Officer. She had the following to say: “It is
such a privilege to be a part of the Edmund Rice Justice Desk team in Ottery! I am joining the team part-time as the
“Bridging Officer”, heading up the “Bridging Department” with the support of the incredible team at the Justice Desk.
I will also be a part of organising a variety of fundraising events throughout the year to come.
The Bridging Department focuses on offering various opportunities to volunteer, engage on the margins, and build
meaningful relationships with those most vulnerable. The various programmes of this department focus on 'breaking
through the boundaries' imposed on our world by various unjust groups. Programmes and projects include The Umoya
Project, managing interns and volunteers, hosting immersions, and running The In-Reach Programme which
identifies young adults in township areas who are mentored and supported through life skills and various other
trainings, courses and educational opportunities.
I have a bachelor’s degree in Architectural Studies, and have volunteered with The Edmund Rice Justice Desk in 2016.
I have always had a heart for those most vulnerable in our community and I look forward to translating the skills I have
gained in order to support the Justice Desk in our many worthwhile pursuits”

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org), Edmund Rice
Foundation (www.erf.org.au) and Misean Cara (www.miseancara.ie) who make the work of The Edmund Rice
Justice Desk for South Central Africa possible. And a very special thank you to Catholic Welfare and Development
for giving us a home, and to Roger Rojas (R. Insights Media) for the lovely photos used in this newsletter.

