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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older 

folk, some cater to the needs of 

university students while others are 

made up of Edmund Rice Society school-

leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

Social Justice & Advocacy 

Desk 

 

ERNSAs Social Justice and Advocacy 

Desk was launched in January of 2014.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

our members around Social Justice and 

Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SJ&AD in Barcelona 

The SJ&AD will be represented at this year’s 
World Summit of Nobel Laureates 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EREBB in Cape Town 
Visitors from around the world visited the 

Desk this month 

Welcome to the October Newsletter of 

ERNSAs Social Justice & Advocacy 

Desk 

Edition 20 

October 
2015 

The Social Justice & Advocacy Desk 



ERNSANEWSLETTER | Issue20 2 

 

 

  

EREBB Visits Cape Town 
 From the 13th – 15th October, our Desk hosted participants from the Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders 

conference in Cape Town. Shortly after the group arrived they were taken to our Umoya Project in Khayelitsha 
where they had the opportunity to engage with residents while assisting them in creating a South African flag 
made out of residents’ and visitors’ hand prints. The flag was the brainchild of residents who wished to give the 
EREBB participants their blessing for the important conference that would follow.  

After the emotional experience, the group had the opportunity to go to Simonsig wine estate in Stellenbosch for 
lunch, where they received a special wine tasting opportunity given by the Network’s very own Denzel Swarts. 
Throughout the wine tasting experience, Denzel spoke about Apartheid South Africa and the lead up to a 
democratic South Africa. He spoke honestly about his experience as a coloured farm labourer who dreamed of 
working in the tasting room. After years of hard work and challenging the system, Denzel now runs the tasting 
room and is responsible for many other vulnerable youth having the opportunity to work ‘inside the building’ 
instead of out in the fields.  

The following day saw the group of visitors go to Robben Island, the place where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned 
for much of his incarceration. After this experience they visited the ERN headquarters based in the Khaya ERNSA 
community house in Greenpoint. The group was welcomed by community leader Joan Armstrong who spoke about 
the community and gave the group a final tour.  

It was an absolute joy to host the EREBB group in Cape Town, and we wish them all the best as they return to their 
home countries across the globe.  
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On the 26th October our Desk 

visited the sabbatical group at the 

Christian Brothers Centre in 

Stellenbosch to do a talk on the 

link between eco and social 

justice.  

The talk focused on the fact that 

justice for our planet and justice 

for all people are two profound 

conversations that are happening 

simultaneously, but often in 

different rooms. This has hugely 

negative effects on our world as 

people continue to ignore the 

interconnectedness of daily 

human life and the state of the 

Earth. 

It is the opinion of The Desk that 

we as mankind can no longer try 

to separate these debates, but 

rather identify the links between 

them in order to build a united 

front in advocating for our entire 

world; both natural and human.  

At the end of the day, issues that 

affect the environment will 

ultimately also affect people as 

well, and as in most cases it is 

those made poor who will suffer 

the most. On top of trying to deal 

with the already existing social 

issues found within vulnerable 

societies, these societies will also 

find it incredibly hard to access 

the necessary resources to help 

relieve the negative effects of 

environmental disasters and 

other concerns.  This means that 

the effects of eco-injustice almost 

always end up being issues of 

social-injustice as well.  

The Desk then facilitated an 

activity where the group was able 

to go step by step through an 

advocacy kit, assisting them in 

building their own campaigns in 

their own countries.  These steps 

included doing content analysis, 

defining the change, knowing 

who to approach in government, 

building alliances with likeminded 

groups in order to strengthen 

your voice, making your case and 

how this is done, different ways 

to convey your message, and 

finally building your advocacy 

plan while constantly tracking 

your progress through different 

monitoring and evaluation 

strategies.  

Participants engaged throughout 

the entire presentation, relating 

the information given to their 

own contexts and lived 

experiences. 

If you would like our Desk to 

come and present at one of your 

events, please feel free to email 

us! (Jessica@ernsa.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Link between Eco and Social Justice 
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On the 11th October 2015, the 
Christian Brothers Centre 
officially opened and blessed the 
new chapel, seminar rooms, 
meditation spaces and earth ships 
at their centre.  

80+ friends of the Centre on a 
beautiful spring day came by to 
celebrate the opening rituals.  

  

Opening of the Earth Ships 

On Friday 9 October 2015 our Grade 10 Students spent the day in Stellenbosch at our CBC Retreat Centre. 

Retreats are an integral part of our religious education programme.  It is an opportunity provided for our 

student to grow in faith, strengthen their relationship with our Lord and enjoy the wonder and awe of nature.  

They were blessed with a beautiful sunny day and spent a part of it enjoying the serenity the retreat Centre has 

to offer.  A quiet meditation reflection was shared and the Gr 10 students gained from an opportunity to just be 

still and reflect.  The focus was charity.  Each class shared their research about a charity organization that they 

hope they will have an opportunity to engage with and raise funds for during their Grade 11 year. We look 

forward to seeing their plans come to fruition. 

On Friday 16 October 2015 our Grade 12’s reached their long awaited moment, their Valedictory Celebratory 

Mass. As 62 happy-sad Matriculants processed into the senior school quad for the final time. It was a beautiful 

service celebrated by our College Chaplin, Father Kevin Dadswell. He spoke eloquently about the word 

“wisdom.”  As many of our senior school staff members had a role to play in putting this auspicious event 

together it was wonderful and heart-warming to see and hear our Luminaries share their speeches, clips and 

photos and take a trip down memory lane. Laughter and tears were shared when our Head girl Kayleigh 

Bougard read her speech.  Caleb and Hannah then took the spotlight and with their musical talents and left 

everyone in awe and Ms Johani Louw once again blessed us with her angelic voice.  Blessings were given, 

speeches were made and our tradition of the piper leading the Matric to the Junior School quad and it was all 

done in true CBC style.  Mrs Willemburg welcomed the Matrics back into the Junior School quad and reminded 

the student where it all began.  The candle ceremony was blessed by Fr David’s beautiful words as our Head 

Girl, Kayleigh, Deputy Head Boy Tristian and our Head Sacristan light the candles and handed the light over to 

the Grade 1 students.  The students then proceeded through the guard of honour crossed the quad for the final 

time and rang the bell as they said farewell and waved good bye… We wish our Luminaries every success for 

the Final Examinations. May they live Jesus in their hearts... Forever. 

 

Update from CBC St John’s Parklands 
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Friday evening 9 October was a special time for the York Community in Green Point.  During a short but moving 
ceremony in our Chapel, Brs Mike de Klerk, Terry Dowling and Michael Burke thanked and blessed Alberto and 
Evona Rebelo for their vision and passion in forming the community at Green Point.  They then blessed Steve 
and Joan Armstrong who will now take the community forward.  The members of the community – Malcom, 
Abigail, Sithe, Portia, Jon Jon, Tamara, Breda and Mzwa as well as the young Armstrongs Kieran and Justin, Stef 
Rebelo, and Jessica and Andrea from the Social Justice Desk all shared in the celebrations.  We rounded off the 
evening with a shared meal, some good Cape wines, much laughter and camaraderie. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Changing of the Guard at Khaya ERNSA 

Happy Birthday to In-Reach Student, Asiphe! 

On behalf of the entire SJ&AD team, we 
would like to wish our In-Reach student, 
Asiphe Mnqika a very happy birthday for 
this month! 

Asiphe has been a part of our programme 
for ten months now; being mentored, 
participating in skills training courses, as 
well as being tutored to retake his final 
matric exams.  

We ask that you please keep him in your 
prayers!  
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On the 20 -23 of November, CBC St John’s had the privilege of hosting the annual National Leadership Camp for 

Grade 11s.  We were six schools in total. St Joseph’s (Bloemfontein), Veritas (Springs), St Dominic’s (Welkom), St 

Aquin’s (Boksburg), Mt Edmund (Pretoria) and St John’s (Cape Town).  Under one united CBC banner 55 

students and 10 accompanying teachers gathered for a 3 day camp in the beautiful surrounds of our CBC Retreat 

Centre, in Stellenbosch.  It was an amazing opportunity for our students to network, gain knowledge and share 

in the vision of our Founder Blessed Edmund Rice.  We were blessed with a host of speakers who shared their 

knowledge, inspired our students and gave them the opportunities to gain an understanding of team work, not 

only in theory but also in practice.  Well organized and thought provoking practical activities that enhanced 

critical thinking, listening skills and evaluation was certainly gained by all.  Students were given an enormous 

amount of skills and tools to grow into capable and humble servant leaders within their respective schools.  A 

function of this magnitude does not simply fall into place.  A tremendous amount of energy, passion and 

strategic planning needs to take place. Our heartfelt thanks goes to all who helped to make this another success 

accomplishment as positive reviews of thanks are streaming in and is now celebrated by all. 

 
 
On the 22nd October, Andrea Liang from the Desk assisted Steven Edwards and his team of helpers with 

facilitating a workshop day for students from South Africa’s many CBC and affiliated schools at their yearly 

leadership camp.  The day comprised of a series of leadership talks and team-building activities.  The talks 

provided inspiration for the students, provoking their ideas of “what is a leader” and “how does one become a 

good leader”; while the team-building activities provided a platform for students to engage with each other on a 

team-work, problem-solving, trust level.  The day also included group discussion times whereby students could 

share their experience of leadership in their school, as well as how they can exhibit good leadership in their 

newly assigned role. 

 

The following day, Jessica Dewhurst gave a presentation for the students on Human Rights and Justice.  The 

presentation covered the topics of “What are Human Rights?”, “What is our role as laypeople?”,   “Charity versus 

Justice”, “The work of the Desk” and “How can student leaders advocate for the Rights of others?”.  Being a CBC 

past pupil and being so passionate about her work, Jessica left the students (and teachers) feeling enlightened 

and inspired to practice Justice and Advocacy in their school communities.  The students were then given the 

task of brainstorming a potential project or campaign which they can implement in their school for 2016. 

Students were also given human rights posters and offered the opportunity to be mentored by the Desk 

throughout their many campaigns.  

 
  

CBC Leadership Camp 
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Our Social Justice & Advocacy Desk coordinator, Jessica 

Dewhurst, was invited to represent our organisation at the World 

Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates in Barcelona this November.  

The World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates is an annual event 

in the field of peacemaking, attracting Nobel Peace Prize 

laureates, high-profile leaders and organizations from around the 

globe.  

The 14th World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates was scheduled 

to convene in Cape Town, South Africa in October 2014, but was 

later cancelled and relocated to Rome, Italy in December 2014, 

following several Nobel Peace laureates pulling out of the event 

after the South African government failed to issue a visa to 

the 14th Dalai Lama. 

The Desk was invited by The Chaeli Campaign to be involved in the 14th summit in 2014 which later took the 

form of the Global Youth Peace Indaba. This year Jessica will again represent the Desk at this year’s event.  

 

 

 

  

SJ&AD Coordinator to attend  

World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peacemaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_(document)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_Dalai_Lama
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From the 19th to the 22nd of October, Br Simon 

Kaswahili from Tanzania and Anne Ogallo from 

Kenya visited the Justice Desk in Cape Town after 

attending the Edmund Rice Education Beyond 

Borders conference in Johannesburg.   

They stayed at Khaya ERNSA Community during 

their visit, and were warmly welcomed by the 

Community members there.  They had the 

opportunity to experience firsthand the work of the 

Justice Desk, as well as meet our team and 

brainstorm collaborative ideas.  

During their off time, they also explored the V & A 

Waterfront, went up the cable car to experience the 

amazing views from the top of Table Mountain, 

visited Green Market Square and spent time at the 

Christian Brother’s Eco-centre in Stellenbosch  .   

 

In-Reach Programme Update 

Our two matric in-reach students, Asiphe and Loyiso, received their final tutoring in preparation for their exams.  

Our wonderful tutors gave them past papers for practice, and went through feeling comfortable about the 

content and exam technique.  Our students began their exams in the third week of October, and will be writing 

until the end of November.  So far, the students have told us that they have felt much more at ease about the 

exam period and confident in their ability.  We wish them well and ask that you keep them in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Visitors to Cape Town 
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The Umoya project began in 2013 as a collaborative project between the 

Edmund Rice Network of South Africa and St Michael’s Catholic Church in 

Rondebosch. Since then, it has grown dramatically and over time has 

become extremely special to all those involved.  

The Umoya project takes numerous volunteers to a Sisters of Charity 

home in Khayelitsha on a regular basis to interact with the many residents in the home. The 70+ residents at the 

Sisters of Charity home have various mental and physical disabilities and have little or no contact with their 

families. The project plans fun activities with the residents in order to provide a space for them to have fun and 

form positive relationships with the volunteers. 

We hosted two Umoya sessions for the month of October.  In the first session (10 October) we engaged with the 

residents through beadwork.  Residents were given a variety of colourful wooden and plastic beads to choose 

from, and, with the help of a volunteer, constructed their very own necklaces and bracelets.  Although some 

were hesitant at first, all of the residents soon found joy in creating their own piece of jewellery which they 

happily wore afterwards.  It was beautiful to see many of them still wearing their works of art at the following 

session!  The second session for the month (31 October) was centred around the theme of Halloween.  Residents 

made decorative masks; adding crayon colour, paint, stickers and glitter at their discretion.  It was amazing to 

see how different each mask turned out, with some being inspired by superheroes, animals or nature.  

Volunteers and residents then donned dress up props for fun photo’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

The Umoya Project 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 

and live in the Cape Town area, 
visit our NEW WEBSITE! 

www.theumoyaproject.com 
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Monthly Reflection 

‘Service to God and Man’ by Lon Woodrum 

 

I met a stranger in the night, 

Whose lamp had ceased to shine; 

I paused and let him light 

His lamp from mine. 

 

A tempest sprang up later on, 

And shook the world about, 

And when the wind was gone, 

My lamp was out. 

 

But back came to me the stranger 

His lamp was glowing fine; 

He held the precious flame 

And lighted mine. 

 
 

Request for donations for  

The Umoya Project Christmas Party 
 

The Social Justice and Advocacy Desk of the Edmund Rice Network for South Africa will once again be collecting 
Christmas gift donations for the many vulnerable people of The Umoya Project within the township of 
Khayelitsha. 

The Umoya project is a volunteer based programme run at the Missionaries of Charity home in Khayelitsha. The 
programme works with multiple vulnerable men and women, suffering from illness, disabilities (both mental 
and physical) as well as abandonment. Volunteers regularly engage with the residents in fun activities aimed at 
building relationships. The main aim of the project is to grow a sense of worth among the residents, as they 
have little or no remaining connections to their families.  

This year, we would like to collect toiletries and other Christmas items which will be given to the residents as 
Christmas gifts.  We appeal to those who are interested in joining us in this collection drive as we provide useful 
and appreciated gifts to many vulnerable people as they face this festive time apart from their loved ones. 
Should you wish to make a donation to this cause, we would greatly appreciate your generosity.  

Food, beverages, toiletries and cash donations are welcome. Should you wish to make a donation, please email 
Jessica@ernsa.org   
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Thank you! 

Thank you for taking the time to read our 

Newsletter. 

Should you have any suggestions of 

improvement for future editions, or if you 

would like to contribute an article, please 

feel free to contact Jessica@ernsa.org 

 

 

Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 

A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that The Edmund Rice Network of South Central Africa is able to 

continue the great work being done in our areas. The establishment of The Social Justice Desk in South Africa is a direct 

result of Edmund Rice Development and Misean Cara’s support, and for that we are truly grateful.   

 

 

Jessica@ernsa.org  

Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/Edmund
RiceNetworkSA 

@ERNSouthAfrica www.ernsa.org 

mailto:Jessica@ernsa.org
http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

