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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older folk, 

some cater to the needs of university 

students while others are made up of 

Edmund Rice Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

ERNSAs Justice Desk was launched in 

2013.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

the general public around Social Justice 

and Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salesians Institute Training 

The Justice Desk joined The Salesians 
Institute to offer training in Human Rights 

and Anti-Human Trafficking.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Team! 
We welcome our newest Core Member and 

Intern, Chima Joy Idu. 

Welcome to the April Newsletter of the 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

Edition 25 

April 2016 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 
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The Justice Desk was invited to 
give two presentations to the 
Salesians Leadership and Active 
Citizenship Lifeskills Camp at the 
Princessvlei Eco Centre in 
Elfindale. 19 learners form the 
Learn to Live Independent Skills 
School attended this camp from 
the 12th – 14th of April 2016.  

On the 12th of April, the desk 
facilitated a presentation on 
Human Trafficking. The talk 
focused on defining human 
trafficking, explaining how it 
works and ways to protect 
yourself from human trafficking. 
The desk discussed the different 
ways human trafficking is 
happening in Cape Town and how 
students can actively protect 
themselves and their 

communities from trafficking. 
The learners engaged in the 
topic and expressed shock at the 
reality of human trafficking 
occurring in their own 
communities. 

On the 13th of April, the desk 
facilitated an interactive 
workshop on Human Rights, 
with a special focus on 
Children’s Rights. Students learnt 
about The Convention of the 
Rights of the Child, as well as their 
rights and responsibilities as 
children. They engaged in acting 
games, team building activities 
and theoretical sessions all aimed 
to give them a solid understanding 
of human rights in their lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Salesians Institute Training  
 

Department of Agriculture  
 

On the 14th April we had the honour of training The Department of Agriculture's PAY and APFRYD Staff and 
2016 Interns on Human Rights and how they as members of government can continue to fight and work hard 
for the rights of all people. We were impressed by the amazing work being done by this Department and the 
determination they had to make South Africa a better place! The training was the first of many and we look 
forward to our continued relationship with Government Departments seeking such trainings.  
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A huge welcome to our newest intern, Chima Joy Idu! Originally from Nigeria, 

Chioma Joy Idu, is passionate about giving back to her society, in the form of 

spreading awareness of current global issues, assisting less privileged people in 

society and educating her fellow Nigerians about gender issues which the 

country continues to suppress. She is currently studying at the University of 

Cape Town towards a degree in Bachelor of Social Sciences with a triple major 

in International Relations, Gender studies and Public Policy and Administration. 

 

Having grown up in an orphanage home (SOS Children’s Village) in Lagos, she 

believes that through this, providence has had a significant impact in influencing her to become a humanitarian. 

She won a scholarship to study in Ghana where she obtained an International General Secondary Education 

(IGCSE) and International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) certificate in 4 years. She was then awarded another 

opportunity to further her education at the University of Cape Town. 

 

Furthermore, during her educational period in Ghana, she was involved in teaching English and Mathematics in 

government schools in the rural areas. She was also part of her high school’s 2013 graduation class that helped 

build and equip a computer lab for another school in a rural part of Tema, the task being financed by their own 

fundraising initiatives. In the second half of 2013 she worked with the ‘SOS Family Strengthening Program’ (FSP) 

department as a field Officer Assistant. This saw her helping to empower rural families, through providing their 

children with education and access to opportunities, and provide capitals for those families to start up a business. 

 

Since 2015 and to date, she has been volunteering at the ‘UCT Disability Unit,’ working with the Discrimination 

and Harassment Office as a Student Support Officer, and working with the Humanities Faculty as a mentor, ‘tech 

buddy’ and orientation leader. She is currently the Director of Model United Nations UCT Chapter, and holds the 

Human Rights Portfolio of the society. Joy was also afforded an opportunity to attend a MUN International 

Conference in Spain (2012) and in Rome (2016). This she believes has enhanced her knowledge of the world and 

has impacted her desire to contribute to the growth of the continent, Africa. Joy began working at The Edmund 

Rice Justice Desk in April 2016 and focuses on fundraising, and the creation of Children's Rights and Human Rights 

educational-materials. Find out more! Go to: http://www.ernsa.org/#!staff/tao48  

Written by Br Bwalya Mubanga (ERN- Coordinator of Zambia) 

On International Earth Day human beings are encouraged to think about the environment around them and what 
we can do to protect, preserve and enhance its welfare.  Our Earth and Environment is vitally important. It brings 
plentiful rainfall that produces healthy crops as well as fills rivers, lakes and reservoirs. In our context the mighty 
Zambezi River is home to many fish, crocodiles and hippos; it produces food, fertilises the soil and it also makes it 
possible for the production of hydro-electric power to many Southern African Countries. The abundance of rainfall 

Welcome to the team, Chima Joy! 

 

International Earth Day - Zambia 

 

http://www.ernsa.org/#!staff/tao48
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works to boost the economy of everyone living on its banks; even attracting thousands of tourists to Livingston 
each year. It is of paramount importance that we continuously work to protect this life that is so delicate, precious 
and so influential to our very own lives in order to survive on this ever changing planet.  

In the light of taking care of the environment around us and joining hands with people around the world to 
commemorate International Earth Day, our ERN Group marked the occasion by going to Lubasi Orphanage Home 
in Livingston to work in the gardens and give a talk to the children about the importance of the environment.  

When we arrived we were greeted by Namakau, a lovely lady who organised the day. We met with the children 
living in the orphanage and spoke to them about the importance of caring for the environment and what nature 
and the trees do for us. Together we planted trees and other flowers we had brought for them while teaching the 
children how they could care for them.  

Working with the local gardener, the children and volunteers dug holes to prepare the ground for the trees. Some 
of the smaller children collected dry grass for the hole under the plants, while others worked on the flower pots. 
In total we planted 5 trees and many other flowers. After our work was done we played games with the children 
until it was time to leave. Overall the day was amazing and it was so lovely to spend time with such beautiful 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 21st April 2016, our coordinator Jessica Dewhurst was invited to 

represent The Edmund Rice Justice Desk at Her Majesty Queens Elizabeth’s 

90th Birthday event, which was hosted by The British High Commissioner to 

South Africa, Dame Judith Macgregor at her residence in Pretoria. Jessica 

had the opportunity to meet and network with change makers such as Dame 

Macgregor, The South African Public Protector Thuli Madonsela, Tourism 

DDG Chettiar, The American Ambassador to South Africa, as well as many 

other change makers, performers, humanitarians, diplomats and politicians. 

Jessica had the opportunity to speak about The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

and how honoured we are to be selected as a Queens Young Leaders 

project. Our office also had the honour of being mentioned by Dame MacGregor in her speech as being one of the 

organisations celebrated and supported by the Queen.  

 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk at Queen’s 90th 
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The Umoya project was co-

founded by The Edmund Rice 

Justice Desk and St Michaels 

Catholic Church in 2013. It takes 

numerous volunteers to a 

Missionaries of Charity home in 

the township of Khayelitsha on 

weekends in order to interact with 

the many residents in the home.  

The 75+ residents have various 

mental and physical disabilities 

and have little or no contact with 

their families. The project plans 

fun activities in order to provide a 

space for ‘our family’ to have fun 

and form positive relationships 

with volunteers.  

This month our session was 

blessed with musical 

performances by local acoustic 

celebrity Tim de Monk, who 

brought a few fellow musicians to 

perform a wonderful concert for 

our residents.  

Singing, dancing, and multiple 

shouts of “encore” were 

experienced throughout the day. 

Residents also enjoyed tasty 

treats and cool drinks while 

singing along to well-known 

classics.  

Our next session will be on the 30th 

of April, why don’t you join us? 

 

 

 

 

 

ERN Member Bakani Ncube attended the Edmund Rice International 

Human Rights Training in Geneva in 2013. Since then he has created an 

exciting blog called “The Right 2 Know”. The blog focuses on teaching local 

Zimbabweans about their fundamental Human Rights as well as how they 

can be involved in making them a reality. He also blogs regularly about the 

Universal Period Review and Treaty Body mechanisms of the United 

Nations. Should you be interested in learning more about Bakani’s exciting 

work in Zimbabwe, go to https://right2knowzw.wordpress.com for more! 

 

The Right 2 Know - Zimbabwe 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 

and live in the Cape Town area, 
register via our website: 

www.theumoyaproject.com 

 

The Umoya Project 

 

https://right2knowzw.wordpress.com/
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In-Reach Update 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk’s “In-Reach 
Programme” identifies young adults within the Western 
Cape of South Africa, who live within poverty-stricken 
areas, have had a rough start to life, or due to their 
circumstances have been unable to complete schooling or 
gain employment.  

The programme identifies key individuals who display a 
passion for working hard, for gaining knowledge, and for 
improving the lives of their family and community. 

Accredited skills courses, one-on-one mentoring, 
counselling, volunteerism opportunities, as well as extra 
tutoring classes are offered to these students. In year two 
of this programme, they are either assisted in finding 
fulltime employment, are placed in internship 
programmes or go on to further their studies.  
 

This year three of our students have excelled in their second and final year. Asiphe Mnqika and Xolile Dyani are 
completing a one year fulltime internship at the College of Magic. They attend lectures six days a week and spend 
their weekends performing and teaching other vulnerable youth. Loyiso Mqubeni (pictured above) was accepted 
to study Business Administration at iCollege in Cape Town and is performing at the top of his class. Not only this, 
but he was recently hired to run marketing for the college! Well done Loyiso! 
 
Another exciting surprise was seeing our In-Reach alumni Bonga Ngxingwa (class of 2014 and pictured below), 
featured on Careers24 South Africa for his amazing work as a chef in the One & Only Hotel. We are incredibly 
proud of all our amazing students and wish them all the best for the remainder of 2016! 
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Following Human Rights day on 
March 21st, Edmund Rice Camps 
Western Cape held a Buddy Camp 
where 25 children and 30 young 
adult volunteers were educated 
about their rights. We called it the 
Amalungelo Abantu Camp.  
 
Children’s rights are those rights 
found in Section 28 in the Bill of 
Rights of the Constitution of 
South Africa and they form the 
basis for the best interest of the 
child in all matters affecting 
children. These rights aim to 
protect ALL children up to the age 
18 years from harm, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation.  
 
At ERC we believe in making 
learning fun. Our camp captains 

designed a brilliant program 
which saw the buddies interacting 
with each other, sharing 
experiences, and creating artwork 
around their lives and their rights.    

Child protection is everybody’s 
responsibility. We want a South 
Africa fit for children. Children 
should be free from abuse, neglect 
and exploitation! 
Children’s rights are 
human rights. Let’s 
stand up for our 
rights! We are 
incredibly grateful to 
those who 
contributed towards 
funding the camp, 
and a big thank you 
to the staff, cooks, 

leaders and volunteers for making 
it possible. 

If you would like be part of the ERC 
family in any way, feel free to 
contact Danielle Grebe- 
Danielle@edmundricecamps.org.
za or call 073 404 6282 to find out 
how you can help.  

 

 

The Edmund Rice Society of CBC St John's in Cape Town launched The Red Lip Campaign, from Monday the 11th 
of April to Friday the 15th of April. The campaign was designed to raise awareness to the abuse of women and 
children in our world today as well as to show their support for those who are victims of abuse. The school raised 
awareness to 5 of the main forms of abuse namely: physical abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, bullying and sexual 
abuse. During each day of the campaign, informative posters were released.  At the end of the campaign the 
school showed its support for the thousands of men, women and children who are victims of abuse, by adding a 
red touch to their school uniform in solidarity with the campaign. Students came wearing red lipstick, red socks, 
bowties, ribbons and kisses. They also decorated their trees with red fabric and hung red lips around the school in 
support of this campaign. Congrats St Johns on such a successful campaign!  

  

Edmund Rice Camps 

 

Red-Lips Campaign 

 

mailto:Danielle@edmundricecamps.org.za
mailto:Danielle@edmundricecamps.org.za
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Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 
A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that the work of The Edmund Rice Justice Desk for South 

Central Africa is possible. Without you, we would not be able to do what we do, and for that we are truly grateful. 

 

 

Jessica@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/Edmund
RiceNetworkSA 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

