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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older folk, 

some cater to the needs of university 

students while others are made up of 

Edmund Rice Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

ERNSAs Justice Desk was launched in 

December of 2013.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

the general public around Social Justice 

and Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Johns complete 

Leadership Training 

CBC St Johns completed their ERS servant 
leadership training with the Desk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Justice Desk Team! 
Meet our amazing team for 2016! 

Welcome to the Nov/Dec Newsletter 

of the Edmund Rice Justice Desk 
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The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 
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  Justice Desk in 2015 
 Throughout 2015, our organisation has worked hard to improve our services as well as expand our reach. Here are 

some of our achievements in 2015: 

Social/Eco Justice Events 

Throughout the year we offered 7 Social and Eco Justice Evening events in which the general public and ERN 
members could attend. Over 210 participants attended these events which covered the various topics of: Earth 
Jurisprudence; Teachers and Justice Work; The effects of Trauma on Education; Peace and Development; Drama as 
an township tool for anti-gangsterism; Human Rights in South Africa; and Human Trafficking.  

Advocacy Campaigns 

Throughout 2015 we ran multiple advocacy campaigns which we offered to the general public as well as to CBC and 
affiliated schools. These campaigns included the following: 30 Rights in 30 Days (February); Eco-Justice Month 
(April); Human Trafficking Month (September); The Month of the Child (November); X2X Campaign – No to 
Xenophobia Campaign (December).  

Retreats  

We offered 2 retreats in 2015 focusing on Eco-Justice and Mandela Day. These retreats included beach and 
community clean-ups, group dialogue sessions and guest speakers. 

Skills programme  

In partnership we offered multiple accredited skills programmes to over 250 vulnerable youth. These courses 
included: Interview Skills, Time management Skills, Telephone Etiquette Skills, CV Writing Skills, Facilitation Skills, 
Business writing, Report Writing, Project management, Effective communication, and Mentoring and coaching. 

The In-Reach Programme 

In 2015 we took on 4 In-Reach students for an intensive one year mentorship programme. Students chosen for this 
programme come from vulnerable areas, are economically poor and have experienced mass violence and poverty. 
The programme includes students being personally mentored by our Justice Desk staff on a weekly basis; monthly 
seminars on interview skills, telephone-interview skills, computer training, CV writing, work ethics, budgeting and 
saving as well as many others. Students who are victims of various forms of abuse also attend weekly counselling 
sessions with certified psychologists. Students who are rewriting their matric exams are expected to attend monthly 
volunteer programmes and weekly tutoring sessions. Students are also assisted in attending other courses, 
internships and work.  

Human Rights Training 

Throughout 2015 we offered multiple human rights and justice trainings to ERN members, schools and the general 
public, especially focusing on vulnerable peoples.  Altogether, we trained 541 people in 2015. 
 
The Umoya Project:  
 
We collaboratively founded The Umoya Project in 2013 and since then the project has grown incredibly. The project 
focuses on engaging with a group of 75+ beneficiaries from Khayelitsha who suffer from a range of illnesses and 
injustices. These include some being mentally or physically disabled, elderly, some have TB or HIV/Aids, some are 
victims of physical, sexual and emotional abuse, all have been abandoned and some are refugees who have 
experienced xenophobia attacks. 
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The project runs multiple sessions with residents, as well as providing support to the home in various ways. This 
included building a vegetable garden, assisting in the upkeep of the property, donating food, clothing, and sanitary 
items. 16 sessions were completed in 2015 and the project has over 100 volunteers.  
 

Youth Ambassadors Project 
 
On behalf of Edmund Rice International in Geneva, we have been monitoring, selecting and supporting Youth 
Ambassadors in CBC and affiliated schools across South Africa. In 2015 our duties included assisting schools in the 
selection of their ambassadors, as well as offering opportunities for leadership and justice training. Students received 
online support, guidance, mentorship and the allocation of campaigns to complete throughout the year.  
 
Justice Conferences 
 
This year we invited multiple ERN members, NGOs and FBOs from South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe to attend 
our annual justice conference. The event focused on human rights, advocacy and justice work as well as how 
advocates can properly implement monitoring and evaluation tools into their work. The conference was attended 
by 35 participants and was a fantastic success. We also assisted in producing and facilitating the same conference in 
Nairobi Kenya with another 37 participants.  
 
International Networks 
 
In May our team was selected as delegates to attend the Advocates with Impact launching workshop in Nairobi 
Kenya. Our team was given the opportunity to be trained in monitoring and evaluation strategies for advocacy 
organisations, as well as what is expected by international aid agencies.  
 
Our team was also invited by The Chaeli Campaign to attend the Global Summit of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates in 
Barcelona as delegates. During the Summit we had the opportunity to address the UN and European Union on our 
work in South Africa, as well as the Nobel Laureates regarding the lack of representation of third world countries at 
international summits and conferences.  
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A very warm welcome to our Justice Desk Team for 2016. Here is a little information about them and their work:  

Justice Desk Team for 2016 

Jessica Dewhurst is our Coordinator. She has an 
Undergraduate and Honours degree in Social 
Development and is currently completing her Master ’s 
degree at UCT, and a Leading Change course at 
Cambridge University. She was trained in human rights 
and advocacy with ERI at the United Nations in Geneva 
and has been involved in working with youth within the 
Edmund Rice Network for 13 years.  
 
Sarah Child is our Field-Worker. She has a Bachelor of 
Social Work and is currently completing her Masters in 
Human Rights Law at UCT. She has lived in India and 
worked as the programme coordinator at a safe house 
for Human Trafficking victims.  
 
Andrea Liang is a Core Member. She has an 
undergraduate and honours degree in Marine biology 
and is currently completing her teachers degree. She is 
passionate about youth and education and specialises 
in Eco-Justice and Human Rights training. 
 
Emily Masters is a Core Member.  She has a Bachelor 
of Social Work from UCT and has visited and worked in 
multiple Edmund Rice projects across South America. 
She specialises in Wilderness Therapy.  
 
Bontle Mafojane is a Core Member. She has a B.A in 
Drama, and Media and Writing at UCT. She has years 
of experience in working with vulnerable youth at ERC 
and specialises in the healing effect of drama on 
traumatised youth. 
 
Shari-Ann Kennedy is a Core Member. She has been a 
member of the Edmund Rice Network for 13 years. She 
has worked at Edmund Rice Camps and been trained 
with ERI at the UN in Geneva. She specialises in 
Spirituality and Practice of Active Nonviolence 
Leadership. 
 
Teresa Wald is our Intern. She is originally from 

Germany and graduated in Educational and Social 

Science. Teresa has predominantly worked in the 

European context developing youth and intercultural 

projects. 
 
Malcom Gertse is a Core Member. He has been a 
member of the Edmund Rice Network for 13 years and 
has worked at Edmund Rice Camps. He has been 
trained in Human Rights with ERI at the UN in Geneva 
and currently teaches at The Salesian Institute.  
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On the 23rd of January 2016 the Justice Desk held an exciting leadership training with the core members of the 
Edmund Rice Society of CBC St John’s Parklands. This group of teenagers will be running many justice and charity 
events throughout the year at their school and this training started off their year with a bang; encouraging and 
preparing them for the busy year ahead. 

Ten eager students attended the training in the Khaya ERNSA house in Greenpoint, enjoying the morning of 
learning, growing their passions and working together. The Justice Desk’s Jessica Dewhurst and Emily Masters 
guided the high school students on how to be an effective servant leader and how to use their passions and gifts 
to make positive social change. 

The morning began with anticipation and we shared an introduction and some snacks before diving into important 
information about the Edmund Rice Network and what we strive for as an overall group. We then examined the 
characteristics of a servant leader and how each learner could become an effective duty bearer in their school and 
community. 

The second half of the day involved examining the participants’ social and economic concerns, passions and 
talents. We then combined these ideas and the Justice Desk’s campaign plans to compose a full and exciting year 
plan for this Edmund Rice Society. With this thorough and passion-driven plan in place, the students, staff and 
Justice Desk members are enthusiastic for what is to come in 2016. 

This exciting and valuable training has prepared the Edmund Rice Society of St John’s Parkland for a full year of 
incredible justice and charity work. The Justice Desk is proud of these students for completing their training with 
eager engagement and we look forward to the positive works they will bring to their school and community this 
year. 

 

 
  

St Johns Leadership Training  
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by Joan Armstrong 

After a few months living in the Edmund Rice York 

Community in Green Point, we are happy to report on a 

few of our activities. We are a lively community 

consisting of the two Community Leaders, Joan and 

Stephen Armstrong, and their two sons, Kieran and 

Justin, together with the core community members 

Abigail, Portia, and Tamara. We will be welcoming more 

community members during 2016. We also have several 

visiting members who join us for shorter stays, and 

contribute greatly to the diversity of the community. At present, we have Gillian and Nicolas, a young married 

couple, and their new baby Claire; and Lydia, a Religious Instruction Teacher visiting from Hamburg in Germany. 

Visitors over the past two months include: Brother John Allen from Ireland, who was building a school with the 

Mellin Foundation in Imizamo Yethu; Kate Garrone and a group of girls from Australia, on a Mercy Immersion visit; 

Kaitlyn Krahe, an ambulance volunteer from Melbourne, Australia; and Brother Jerome McCarthy and Stephen 

Masinga from Boksburg.  

We actively and openly welcome visitors who share our mission and values, and who would like to join us for a 

short stay. Conscious of the importance of our mission to live in community, we have wonderful warm common 

spaces where we are able to conduct our daily activities. We have an open and central kitchen and lounge area, 

and we prepare and share our evening meal together. Praying together before the meal and eating together at 

table allows us to grow together as a community, and to share in each other’s daily challenges and experiences. 

Our lush and quiet garden and outside area provides a beautiful space for relaxation, but is also available for us to 

have bigger social occasions when we braai outside. During our Christmas celebrations we enjoyed our meat on 

the braai and some refreshing drinks in the cool of the shade. Our garden is also an escape from the bustle of the 

city and gives a calmness to our space.  

During the last six months we have had some wonderful occasions, including the baptism of a very small 

temporary community member! Although the 

baptism took place at the St Margaret Mary parish 

around the corner, we celebrated afterwards with 

family and friends at the House. Baptisms provide a 

beautiful opportunity for all of us as community to 

reflect on our own baptisms, and of our constant 

mission to turn away from sin and strive on the path 

to holiness. We are so pleased and proud that Steve 

has been recently been appointed to the Cathedral to 

carry out his diaconate service. Our shelter seeking 

Update from the Edmund Rice York Community 
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service on the first Sunday of Advent was our way of 

welcoming the beginning of the season into the 

home. Several other guests joined us in the chapel for 

an evening of prayer and song, opening our home and 

our hearts to the coming Christ and Holy Family. 

Stephen is our Deacon, who blessed our service and 

the Jesse Tree which we dressed. Having a chapel in 

the heart of our home provides a place for all of us to 

spend time in prayer and reflection, and to be ever 

conscious of the presence of God in our home and our 

daily lives. Christmas was a joyful occasion in the 

House, beginning with a celebration of the Christmas Eve vigil and a delicious dinner with family. We shared a few 

gifts amongst ourselves and then proceeded to Midnight Mass. For Christmas Day, we were joined by two other 

families for an outdoor and sunny African Christmas! Blessed with a satellite dish that can receive EWTN, we were 

able to join with Catholics worldwide to hear His Holiness’ Christmas mass and message. We are also the home of 

the Edmund Rice Justice Desk. 

 

CBC St Johns Parklands 

This year our Desk has given talks to 3 groups at CBC St Johns based on the topics of human rights and how to 

become advocates for change. The first training was with a group of students in grade 7. The talk focused on how 

we as ‘people of Edmund’ are called to engage with those on the margins and become advocates in our 

communities. Students were given the opportunity to learn more about their human rights as well as the complex 

unjust social structures which perpetuate injustice. Later in the month the Desk led intensive talks with both 

matric classes on what causes injustice, and how students can begin to notice how injustice plays out in their own 

lives. A range of activities were used to highlight the prevalence of discrimination in our world, and students were 

challenged to identify how in their lives, they were consciously and unconsciously adding to this unjust system. 

This Friday we will again visit St Johns to assist in the launching of their Edmund Rice Society for 2016. We will 

hand out certificates to this year’s leadership team, as well as officially announce the schools Youth Ambassadors 

for the year. 
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Human Rights Training in Bonteheuwel 

In January 2016, we began a partnership with The Amy Biehl Foundation in Bonteheuwel. The non- profit 
organisation provides specialized services to develop and empower youth (5 to 25 years of age) in marginalized 
and vulnerable communities within the Western Cape. This includes but is not limited to Gugulethu, Khayelitsha, 
Phillipi, and Bonteheuwel. Their programmes aim to fill the gap and shortcomings of the educational system in 
the townships of South Africa with a large emphasis on creative learning. The foundation provides educational 
and cultural activities that offer students healthy alternatives to many of the negative influences found within 
their societies. Many students within these programmes have gone on to become creative talents, well rounded 
individuals, leaders and entrepreneurs. The Foundation has had an extremely positive effect on the youth as well 
as the communities in which they live.  

It is estimated that only every second student completed secondary education in 2014 in South Africa. The 

Foundation aims to make learning enjoyable and encourages children and youth within Bonteheuwel to want to 
learn. Above all, the programme offers activities and alternatives to students left to play on the streets of 
precarious neighborhoods. The community has been severely affected by gang violence, drug abuse and 
unemployment. The Amy Biehl Foundation runs an afterschool education programme for children in 
Bonteheuwel. About 300 students participate daily from Mondays to Saturdays. The afterschool care includes a 
focus on positive outcomes in the academic, social/emotional, preventative, environmental, cultural and sportive 
fields. It prepares the students for a ‘life worth living’ and equips them with essential skills and competences.  

ERNSA has been invited to facilitate multiple workshops on Human Rights, Children’s Rights and Anti-Xenophobia 
to students, facilitators and staff. The Justice Desk will prepare two interactive workshops for grades R - 3 and two 
workshops for grades 4 – 7. Furthermore, all the facilitators and staff will get trained in the fields of 
antidiscrimination, children’s rights and social justice. Throughout the partnership, we will develop and offer 
educational material for the foundation. There are plans to grow the partnership throughout 2016 and we look 
forward to working with such a phenomenal organisation.  
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Edmund Rice Camps – Western Cape 

Edmund Rice Camps are looking for volunteers for 2016! But what are Edmund Rice Camps (ERC)? ERC’s are 

recreational and life skills camps for marginalised children between the ages of 7 and 16.  These camps aim to give 

those at risk a sense of hope and self-worth. 

A young adult volunteer, between the ages of 17 – 30 years, is paired with a child, 7 – 12 years, on a weekend or 

holiday camp over a period of 3 – 5 days.  The young adult volunteer’s most important task is to be present in the 

moment with the child, who is also called ‘buddy’ and to enable the buddy to learn and have fun by means of 

recreational and educational activities. Each camp hosts 20 to 28 children and 20 to 35 volunteers and is inspired 

and driven by a unique volunteer model.  ERC hosts at least 10 camps per annum. 

There are countless benefits to being a volunteer. Firstly, young adults develop valuable life skills, have the 

opportunity to interact with various cultures (both nationally and internationally), as well as enjoy a safe and 

tranquil environment. ERC are currently looking for volunteers who are fun-loving, sociable, energetic, creative, 

dynamic, responsible, flexible, committed, and goal oriented. Join ERC today to make a difference in a child’s life.  

How else can you get involved?  

 Offer your skills and expertise in facilitating recreational and educational activities to engage children in a 

fun way. 

 Offer your skills to train volunteers in Presentation skills, Facilitation skills, Communication skills and 

Conflict Resolution skills. 

 Register as a volunteer.  

 Sponsor a child to attend an ERC camp at R250.00 per weekend and R500.00 per holiday camp. 

 Give as little as R100 per month for a period of ONE Year and continue this beyond the year, if within 

your means.  This will help with much-needed operational costs. 

Our office contact details are: 

CWD Building, 37A Somerset Road.  

Greenpoint 8001   

Tel: +27 21 418 0757 

(C) 073 404 6282  

 

administration@edmundricecamps.org.za  

www.edmundricecamps.org.za 

 

  

http://www.edmundricecamps.org.za/
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The Umoya project began in 2013 as a collaborative project between the Edmund Rice Network of South Africa 

and St Michael’s Catholic Church in Rondebosch. Since then, it has grown tremendously and over time has become 

extremely special to all those involved.  

The Umoya project takes numerous volunteers to a Sisters of Charity home in 

Khayelitsha on a regular basis to interact with the many residents in the home. 

The 75+ residents at the Sisters of Charity home have various mental and 

physical disabilities and have little or no contact with their families. The 

project plans fun activities with the residents in order to provide a space for 

them to have fun and form positive relationships with the volunteers.  

Our first session for the year is on the 6th February 2016. Why don’t you join us?  

 

  

The Umoya Project 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 

and live in the Cape Town area, 
visit our NEW WEBSITE! 

www.theumoyaproject.com 
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On the 29th January, the many different facets of the Edmund Rice Network in Cape Town met to discuss how to 

work collaboratively over various projects in 2016. The workshop, which was brilliantly facilitated by Br Michael 

Burke, consisted of The Edmund Rice Justice Desk, Edmund Rice Camps, CBC St Johns, The Edmund Rice York 

Community and the Christian Brothers Centre of Stellenbosch. The fantastic workshop resulted in the group    

sharing ideas, calendars and events. We look forward to continually growing ERNSA throughout 2016 and working 

together as an exciting force for justice and service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 

A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that The Edmund Rice Network of South Central Africa is able to 

continue the great work being done in our areas. The establishment of The Social Justice Desk in South Africa is a direct 

result of Edmund Rice Development and Misean Cara’s support, and for that we are truly grateful.   

 

Jessica@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/Edmund
RiceNetworkSA 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

ERN Cape Town Meeting 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

