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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older folk, 

some cater to the needs of university 

students while others are made up of 

Edmund Rice Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

ERNSAs Justice Desk was launched in 

2013.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

the general public around Social Justice 

and Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Children’s Rights Training 

The Justice Desk trained teachers, staff and 
community members at The Amy Biehl 

Foundations, Mimosa Primary Programme in 
Bonteheuwel.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools Training 
Human Rights training at CBC St Patrick’s, St 
Boniface and Thutong ya Bana in Kimberly. 

Welcome to the May Newsletter of the 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

Edition 26 

May 2016 

The Edmund Rice Justice Desk 
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The Amy Biehl foundation invited 

the Edmund Rice Desk to facilitate 

Children’s Rights Training with 

teachers, facilitators and 

community members at Mimosa 

Primary School.  

On the 24th of May 2016 we 

facilitated this training with 21 

enthusiastic participants. The 

training aimed to educate 

participants on what children’s 

rights are, why they exist and the 

importance of protecting them. 

The focus was on children within 

the Bonteheuwel community and 

whether their rights were 

protected or being violated.  

The group engaged in lively 

discussions and explored issues 

such as gangersterism, drug 

abuse, violence and crime. The 

participants identified how the 

prevalence of these issues in their 

community threatened the rights 

of children resulting in the 

endangerment of their children’s 

overall well-being, development 

and future.  

The final component of the 

training included practical ways to 

protect children’s rights, educate 

children on their rights and how to 

defend them when they are 

threatened. 

 

The Right to Know Campaign in 
Zimbabwe, led by Bakani Ncube, 
needs your help! They are 
launching a campaign to prevent 
the extinction of vultures in 
Southern Africa. When someone 
brings up the subject of 
conservation, the image that 
likely comes to mind are elephants 
or rhinos. The vulture species is 
often overlooked by society. 
However, the birds of prey have an 
important ecological role, 
specifically in the prevention of 

the spread of disease and 
pathogens that accumulate on 
dead animals. Without vultures, 
there would be rapid spread of 
disease both within animals and 
within the human population. Yet 
these marvellous animals are 
being killed and poisoned 
throughout Southern Africa. 

So what can we do? Firstly, help 
raise awareness about the vulture 
species so that everyone may 
know about their importance. 

Secondly, head over to 
https://right2knowzw.wordpress.
com for more details, including 
information regarding the vulture 
and ERNs plan to protect it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Rights Training in Bonteheuwel 
 

ERN Zimbabwe fights for Vultures! 
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 Our In-Reach program aims to educate, equip and 

support our students in all aspects of their lives. 

Sometimes this includes fun surprises to celebrate a job 

well done! One of our students, Loyiso has just started a 

new part time job helping with marketing at iCollege, 

where he is studying Business Administration. He has 

worked incredibly hard over his 2 years with us, and we 

thought it was about time to celebrate all that he has 

achieved.  

On the 11th of May 2016 we surprised Loyiso with an 

afternoon with his local celebrity hero Danilo Acquisto 

from the TV-Show Afternoon Express. Loyiso was told 

that he was being taken out to a free lunch with our team. Little did he know that his hero Danilo was waiting just 

around the corner to surprise him! When Loyiso saw Danilo he was left 

speechless (something rare for the chatty Loyiso), after which tears of joy 

could not be contained. Danilo held Loyiso as he was overcome with emotion, 

and went on to surprise Loyiso with a free shopping trip to pick out a new outfit 

for his job.  

On the experience, Loyiso had the following to say: “All I had was this one 

shirt, and at times people would make fun of me. My mother would cry 

because she thought she was a bad mother for not being able to buy me 

clothes. And now she’s crying, because she is so happy for me! My dream has 

finally come true, to meet Danilo. I am still shocked, I can’t believe it. Thank 

you for making my day, you really are such a blessing”. 

Danilo also expressed joy for being invited to attend the day. He had the 

following to say: “I was blessed with a phone call from Jessica at The Edmund Rice Justice Desk, which made my 

heart melt and Christ in me burst forth as she shared a story about a young man’s journey through some of the 

worst circumstances to where he is today. In so many ways I 

learned that this young man worked harder than I did, he dreamed 

bigger that I did, he loved harder than I did. I couldn’t say no to 

saying hello. He left me a wiser man for it, and showed me what it 

really means to be human. I gave Loyiso a simple outfit, but he 

gave me hope that I can impact the world in ways unseen. I’ve 

realized that my life is about so much more that serving itself. My 

life was designed and my being created to serve others. This young 

Update on In-Reach Programme 
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man is a brilliant soul. I can’t wait to see him thrive. God speed young man!”  

Our other In-Reach students, Xolile and Asiphe, are both doing well at 

the College of Magic. They have recently been attending computer 

lessons on the basics of Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint. These 

lessons have covered how to use the Internet, create documents, 

presentations, and various other tricks for using Windows. A big thank 

you to Matthew Dewhurst for facilitating these computer lessons. 

Both students are eagerly waiting for their own big surprises coming 

later in the year! 

 

 

The Umoya project was co-

founded by The Edmund Rice 

Justice Desk and St Michaels 

Catholic Church in 2013. It takes 

numerous volunteers to a 

Missionaries of Charity home in 

the township of Khayelitsha on 

weekends in order to interact with 

the many residents in the home.  

The 75+ residents have various 

mental and physical disabilities 

and have little or no contact with 

their families. The project plans 

fun activities in order to provide a 

space for ‘our family’ to have fun 

and form positive relationships 

with volunteers.  

This month our session was 

hosted on a beautiful day which 

meant that we could be outside. 

Singing, dancing, and a morning 

exercise routine had everyone 

excited for the day!  Residents had 

the opportunity to paint their own 

pots, plant their own pot plant, as 

well as create beautiful outdoor 

decorations for their plants.  

Our next session will be on the 11th 

June, why don’t you join us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 

and live in the Cape Town area, 
register via our website: 

www.theumoyaproject.com 

 

The Umoya Project 
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CBC St Patrick’s, the very first Christian Brother’s College in 

Africa, is an independent school in Kimberley, established in 

1897.  The CBC school prepares pupils with diverse circumstances 

and aptitudes for a life of learning, leadership, service and 

personal achievement true to its history and the charitable 

intentions of its founder, Blessed Edmund Rice.  

St Patrick’s is a prestigious school with a multicultural and 
socially diverse student population. The school offers equal 
opportunities for pupils to achieve excellence in academic, 
sporting, leadership and social endeavours, in an inclusive environment that supports learning, teaching and 
friendships. The school is characterised by a pursuit of all-round high achievement, a focus on preparation for 
tertiary studies, diversity in student programmes and high quality outcomes. 

What sets this school apart from other schools is that their education is founded on faith and the development of 
strong moral values. The school’s outstanding commitment to service and works of justice has roots in the schools 
Religious Education programmes. The school offers students multiple opportunities to serve those around them 
and challenge unjust systems which do not uphold fundamental human rights.  

‘We believe that education is more than just studies and sport, St Patrick’s has created an environment where 
every child participates in an array of activities, with a special emphasis on their individual strengths’, says Jacques 
Tredoux, Headmaster of St Patrick’s. 

Along with a focus on each individual, an emphasis has been placed the special skills needed to operate in a team 
environment. The College highly values that their community is a family of learning. They are all a part of a unique 
group that is constantly learning and being challenged to push the boundaries that little bit further. 

Our office had the privilege of spending some time at St Patrick’s this month and we were blessed to witness the 
outstanding ethos, charism and positive energy that surrounded the school. Students, teachers and staff 
perfectly encapsulated the image of Br Edmund. The school’s dedication to service both within its walls as well 
as in the community of Kimberley is truly commendable. Additionally, the school will join our office in running 
justice campaigns this year as they play their part in fighting against human rights violations. 

We are incredibly proud of this CBC school, who truly emulates what it means to be an Edmund Rice School, and 
we look forward to our work together this year. For more on CBC St Patrick’s, go to http://www.stpatricks.co.za/  

 

 

 

 

 

School of the Month: CBC St Patrick’s 

http://www.stpatricks.co.za/
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This month our office was invited by CBC St Patrick's to travel to Kimberley and train students in human rights 
and justice. While in Kimberley, we trained St Patrick's students on how to be advocates for change in their 
school and community. The school kindly organised for us to visit and train students and staff at St Boniface 
High School and Thutong ya Bana. 

Over the course of our week in Kimberly we had the opportunity to meet with and train over 1,200 people in human 
rights from Grades 4 to Matric. We were given the opportunity to train some of the schools’ staff as well as their 
Edmund Rice Societies and Advocacy Groups. We met with Justice and Peace groups, as well as reps from 
government schools wanting to launch our programmes in their schools. During our stay we had the privilege of 
awarding badges to our newly appointed ERI Youth Ambassadors in each school, who you can learn more about 
below.  

If your school would like us to come and offer some training, feel free to contact us at info@ernsa.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights Training - Kimberley 

mailto:info@ernsa.org
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Congratulations to Ogechikama Ogu and Mkhuseli Mayekiso from CBC St Patrick’s; Mpho Pelema and 
Mpoletsang Radingwane from St Boniface High School; and Grace Makhanya and Keitumele Pula from Mariasdal 
High School, for being selected as your schools ERI Youth Ambassadors for 2016/17! This project aims to unite 
Edmund Rice schools in their efforts to build a more just, sustainable and compassionate world for everyone. The 
Youth Ambassadors role is to come up with Justice Campaigns for their school to take part in, as well as support 
other campaigns already in existence from our office. The Edmund Rice Justice Desk supports and mentors these 
students in their work. Congratulations to all these students and we look forward to working with these fantastic 
leaders over the next two years!  

 

 

 

 
 
 

By ERN St. Edmunds Secondary school in collaboration with Br. Bwalya Mubanga 

Over the past year the Edmund Rice Network (ERN) of St. Edmunds Secondary School in Mazabuka has been 
threatened by a rise in political violence that has rocked the nation. For this reason, the ERN has embarked on a 
non-stop campaign against political violence. Students launched their campaign by performing poems and drama 
denouncing political violence in their community. Their cry of ‘ZERO POLITICAL VIOLENCE FOR PUPILS’ can be 
heard throughout their community. Students have warned that care is to be exercised as the country goes to the 
polls. There have been multiple people reporting physical injuries as a result of inter-party violence and intra-party 
fighting. Pupils have been encouraged and work hard to stay away from any political party violence. ‘As pupils and 
ERN members we affirmatively Say No to any form of political violence or even getting involved.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ambassadors Programme 

Anti-Violence Campaign - Zambia 



 (JUSTICE DESK – (ERNSA) NEWSLETTER | Issue26 8 

 

 

 

 

This month our office challenged our schools to run a justice campaign addressing the Rights of Children in their 
communities. They were asked to spend time in their community and identify an issue which affected their 
children, and run a campaign based on that issue. Four of our schools did a phenomenal job this month! CBC St 
Patrick’s facilitated a march in their community raising awareness on Children’s Rights, and St Dominic’s College 
raised awareness on Asperger’s syndrome. St Boniface High School and Mariasdal High School both visited 
orphanages and vulnerable youth in their community, teaching their fellow youth and children about their Rights 
as well as spoiling them with a fun day. Well done to these schools, their staff, teachers, students and Youth 
Ambassadors for this great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Written by Br Bwalya Mubanga 
 
From the 1st - 14th May 2016, twelve Edmund Rice people representing countries, including Zambia, Ireland, 
Australia, USA, Kenya, Argentina, India and Philippines, attended the Edmund Rice International Human Rights 
and International Advocacy Training in Geneva, Switzerland. Edmund Rice International (ERI) is a non-
governmental organisation committed to working for children and young people who are marginalised because 
of poverty, lack of access to education, legal status, environmental degradation, or involvement in armed conflict. 
They work in partnership with other faith-based groups in the promotion of peace and justice, as well as engage 
with the change-makers at an international level in order to bring issues and situations to the attention of the 

The Month of the Child Campaign! 

ERI Geneva Training 
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international community at the United Nations in New York and Geneva.  In a nutshell, ERI is a group that 
realizes that we cannot keep engaging in charity works without addressing what is causing suffering in this 

world, and that we should be challenging unjust societal structures.  
 
Our group resided in France and we made the short trip over to ERI offices in Geneva each day. Our first session 
introduced Br. Brian Bond, Moy Hitchens and Kevin Mullen, as well as introduced us to the programme, explored 
our expectations, and ended with a pre-course test. The highlight of this session was that all 12 participants shared 
about their cultures, backgrounds and work. This exercise highlighted for me that despite our different 
backgrounds, we all have a common goal. Participants included teachers, lawyers, directors, volunteers and 
brothers. A highlight was celebrating mass together on several occasions in big and small groups. 

During the sessions we touched on various topics such as: the difference between charity and justice/advocacy, 
human rights systems, the spirituality of justice, UN advocacy structures, human rights activists, care for the 
Earth, Treaty Body systems, Universal Periodic Reviews, Special Procedures, and a rights based approach.  

As a group we were able to attend the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s Treaty Body 
session for Namibia, as well as the UPR’s (Universal Periodic Review) of Papua New Guinea and Ireland. Another 
session we attended focused on human rights educational resources and the ERI internship programme.  

Each evening we all gathered to reflect on the day and programme. During this time, individual participants gave 
accounts of how they found the sessions, experiences of the day and the teachings they learnt.  The last session 
involved participants producing their own action plans for returning home, and ended off with an end of training 
test. I would like to thank all my fellow participants of the ERI training for being so very generous in sharing their 
time and gifts with me. I remember Br. Vincent from Australia so well, who showed such wisdom as he shared and 
interacted with the young participants of the programme.   
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Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 
A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that the work of The Edmund Rice Justice Desk for South 

Central Africa is possible. Without you, we would not be able to do what we do, and for that we are truly grateful. 

 

 

Jessica@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/TheEdmu
ndRiceJusticeDesk 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

