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The Edmund Rice Network 

 

The Edmund Rice Network is a global 

movement of people who have been 

inspired by Blessed Edmund Rice and 

wish to be part of his dream for a more 

just and equitable world. For us in 

Southern Africa, we particularly commit 

ourselves to Social 

Justice, Advocacy and Volunteerism.  

We have a number of groups in Southern 

Africa. Some are comprised of older folk, 

some cater to the needs of university 

students while others are made up of 

Edmund Rice Society school-leavers.  

 

Some of the groups have a strong 

spiritual growth focus while others are 

more committed to works of social 

justice. 

 

 

Edmund Rice Justice Desk 

 

ERNSAs Justice Desk was launched in 

2013.  

Our yearly developed Formation 

Programme serves to educate and skill 

the general public around Social Justice 

and Advocacy issues.  

The Desk coordinates Social Justice 

Programmes, Eco Justice Presentations, 

Eco-Retreats, Skills Courses for 

vulnerable young adults, as well as 

volunteer projects such as The Umoya 

Project in Khayelitsha.  

The Desk also advocates on behalf of 

local and international groups that suffer 

infringements on their Human Rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mimosa Peace March 

The Justice Desk Human Rights Training 
programme ended off with a community 

Peace March this month.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ERJD at UNASA 
Our office recently spoke at The United 

Nations Association of South Africa’s event 
on sustainable development. 
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Written by Imasiku Yusiku (Club 
Patron) and Br. Bwalya Mubanga 
(ERN Zambia Coordinator) 

The Edmund Rice Network club at 
St Raphael’s Secondary School is 
committed to engaging in works 
of justice in order to fight for the 
rights and freedoms of all people. 
In Term one we ran three different 
campaigns aimed at getting our 
students involved in works of 
advocacy and charity work. 

The first was a workshop 
conducted on the 19th February 
called ‘’YOUR DREAM SCHOOL’’. 
The purpose of the workshop was 
to get students to start dreaming 
about their dream school, where 
students and communities had 
access to their full rights. Students 
did most of the sharing in their 
respective groups to bring out 
their views of their dream school. 

This workshop highlighted to 
students why fighting for human 
rights is so important. Students 
discussed how they could 
contribute to making this dream 
school a reality. The facilitators of 
the workshop were the schools 
deputy head teacher Mr 
Haakayobe, Mr Imasiku and 
Brother Bwalya. 

The second activity was held on 
the 12th of March, and involved 
giving students the opportunity to 
engage in charity work. As a 
group, the students visited St 
Joseph’s Hospice and offered their 
time in doing general cleaning at 
the Hospice. This event took place 
in commemoration of the week of 
prayer for the sick. 

The last activity for our term was a 
workshop that was held on the 
18th March under the title ‘’CARE 

FOR THE EARTH’’. Outside 
professionals were invited to 
come and give a talk to the group, 
along with the teachers 
mentioned above. The guests 
invited to this event were from the 
Zambia Environment 
Management Agency and from 
Green Pop, a non-governmental 
organisation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The ERN Justice Club 

Zambia 
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On the 7th of March 2016, The Edmund 

Rice Justice Desk hosted our first Justice 

Evening of the year. The evening was well 

attended with over 30 enthusiastic 

participants. We collaborated with 

Accountability Now and our topic of the 

night was “Advocacy for the everyday 

South African”. Chris Shone, one of the 

Directors of Accountability Now, was our 

guest speaker.   

Advocate Shone explained the concept and importance of accountability, giving specific reference to keeping the 

South African government accountable. Christ Shone highlighted the necessity of being a good citizen as that is 

one of the starting points for advocacy and accountability. Building onto this, he provided a number of ways that 

the everyday citizen can be a part of advocacy and accountability. Chris Shone was one of the lawyers in the first 

ever successful Class Action which was taken to the Constitutional Court in 2014 against bread producers who 

were found guilty of fixing prices. He spoke about this Class Action and the power of using our Constitution and 

legislation to protect South African’s human rights. A lively debate followed his talk where the current South 

African socioeconomic environment was discussed. The event was a phenomenal success and we look forward to 

our next Justice Evening in May! Keep an eye on our Facebook page to find out about our next Justice Evening! 

 

The Christian Brother community together with the Edmund Rice Justice Desk hosted a celebration of the autumn 
equinox.  With each change of the season, change also occurs within people’s lives. Whether for medical or 
spiritual reasons, many are called to transition through various stages of life. The celebration focused on three 
thematic stages of change. 1) Slowing down, 2) Letting go and 3) Gratitude for the reminder to do both.  More 
often than not nature tells us that there are things we need to take note of and need to adjust in our lives, but 
often our human nature clouds these messages.  The first theme of slowing down, challenged participants to think 
of reasons and places in their lives where they needed to slow down.  It challenged all to think about aspects of 
their lives which are ‘busy-fying’ rather than ‘satisfying’ and delved into what it would look like to let go. Different 
quotes about autumn were gone through and resonating phrases were discussed.   In gratitude towards the season 
guiding us to slow down and let go of the unnecessary things, the group ended with a Tai Chi movement 
celebrating the letting go and slowing down actions portrayed by the trees. The ERJD is always delighted and 
thankful for the opportunity to collaborate with the CB community and we look forward to many more such 
opportunities in the future. 

 

Advocacy for the everyday South African 

 

Autumn Equinox 

 



 (JUSTICE DESK – (ERNSA) NEWSLETTER | Issue23 4 

 

 

Written by Bakani Ncube 

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a mechanism under 
which the Human Rights Council examines human rights 
violations and achievements of Member States of the United 
Nations. Each State is examined once every four and a half 
years. Zimbabwe will be undergoing its Second Cycle of the 
Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review (UPR) this 
year, 2016, at the 26th Session and as such, the Edmund Rice 
Network Zimbabwe have been preparing for this event in 
conjunction with other members of Civil Society. Having 
drafted a report in response to the upcoming review, a validation workshop was held to authenticate the report 
before it was finalised on Friday the 11th of March 2016. 

On October 10th 2011, Zimbabwe presented its initial report under their first Universal Periodic Review of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council. The UPR process culminated in the adoption of the final UPR report on 
Zimbabwe in March 2012. The Human Rights Council put forth 177 recommendations, and Zimbabwe accepted 
130 and rejected 47. Civil Society organisations participated through the compilation and submission of a civil 
society shadow report to the United Nations Human Rights Council as well as attending the review sessions of 
Zimbabwe under the UPR.  

How does it work?  

The UPR is an inter-governmental process whereby the human rights records of a given country is reviewed by 
other countries (and not by a group of independent experts like the Committee on the Rights of the Child). The 
Council reviews the human rights records of States based on information provided by the State under review. This 
can be presented orally or in written form. The review is also based on;  1) a compilation of relevant information 
from the UN human rights system, including reports of treaty bodies and Special Procedures, and 2) a summary 
of information provided by other relevant stakeholders, including NGOs and National Human Rights Institutions 
(NHRIs). The UPR is session is composed of 47 member States of the Human Rights Council. The working group 
allocates three hours to the consideration of each State, and half an hour to the adoption of a report on that State. 
The report may include conclusions, recommendations, and voluntary commitments made by the State. The 
reports are then adopted by the plenary of the Human Rights Council.  

The Edmund Rice Network and the UPR in Zimbabwe 

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a state-driven exercise. However, NGOs do have an influence on the UPR 
process. As a result, the Edmund Rice Network has had many opportunities to take part and influence various UPR 
processes. There are five main ways we participate in the process. Firstly, we participate in the national 
consultations held by the State under Review. Secondly, we send information on the human rights situation in the 
country. Thirdly we lobby members of the Working Group. Fourthly we will have ERI on the floor at the Human 
Rights Council during the adoption of the report and lastly we will be able to monitor and participate in the 
implementation of this report and its accepted recommendations by Zimbabwe. We look forward to continually 
engaging with and working alongside other civil society groups in order to hold our government accountable to 
the UPR Process and our people. 
 

The United Nations UPR Submission for Zimbabwe 
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Tell us about yourself! 
My name is Stienie Mangiola. I am originally from Boshof in the 
Free State but have lived in Kimberley for the last 46 years. I am 
the eldest of 4 children and grew up on a farm, where I found my 
love for the soil and environment. I was always the “tomboy” of 
the family and preferred to be outside with my father between 
the plants and animals. I grew up in a very close and loving 
family. I was a weekly boarder at Boshof High School and 
belonged to a farming community that was very religious.  
Prayer and church meetings formed part of the normal social 
life, accompanied with works of charity towards farmworkers. 

As educating girls was not a high priority in those days, after 
finishing high school I went to work for the Post Office in 
Kimberley. During this time I met my husband in the boarding 
house I lived in. It was love at first sight, although problematic at the time due to the fact that I came from an 
Afrikaans background and he was an Italian and Roman Catholic. Four years later, we got married in the Catholic 
Church and it was through the Catholic Church that my husband and I realised how much we as a country 
discriminated against other races.  I converted officially to the Catholic faith 32 years ago. I took informal training 
in Catechism and youth work, learning a lot from Paul Faller, who was a teacher at St Patrick’s at the time (now 
with the CIE), and I started volunteering at boys and girls schools teaching religious studies.  In 2002, CBC St 
Patrick’s asked me to come and assist with the Religious Education classes. Through working with professionals, 
I realised that I had to do something about my education and so I obtained my certificate for Christian Counselling 
and Teaching Biblical Studies through UNISA. 

I am the currently the co-ordinator of the Edmund Rice Society at St Patrick’s CBC in Kimberley. It was the first 
Christian Brothers’ College in South Africa, so I feel blessed and honoured to be involved in this specific school.  I 
have a very enthusiastic group of students, with strong leadership qualities belonging to the Edmund Rice Society. 

Tell us what you are passionate about? 

My family is very important to me. My husband, Enrico and I have 3 
Children. My eldest daughter Barbara is also married to an Italian and 
stays in the South of Italy with her husband and daughter. My eldest 
son, Annunziato, stays in Cape Town with his wife and two children, 
and we are blessed to still have my youngest son Francesco living with 
us. I am also very passionate about growing my own vegetables and 
teaching people about edible plants and weeds (something I learnt 
from my mother-in-law as well as through growing up on a farm). 

Why is living a life of service, charity and justice so important? 

No person should ever go hungry. Most religions advocate that the 
community should look after the poor. Sadly, this simply doesn’t happen. It is in the hands of each individual to 
make a difference and contribute to the community. We cannot change the whole world, but we can make a 

Profile of the Month: Stienie Mangiola 
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difference to someone’s life, even if it is only for one day. We should be able to stand together and influence 
governments. And one cannot wait for a committee, forum, church, or school to take action. It is the responsibility 
of each and every human being to make a difference in someone else’s life. Sometimes people only need your 
undivided attention and love. Some people in Old Age Homes never receive visitors, which brings me great 
sadness. 

Who are your role models? 

Edmund Rice is a role model to me because he was able to see the root causes of poverty and never gave up under 
difficult circumstances or on a child.  He had the money and the means to sit back and enjoy life, but he chose to 
make a difference in the lives of the people around him. He went out of his way to improve the lives of others. It’s 
inspiring that his legacy continues to live on even though he died many years ago. 

Mother Teresa is also my role model because she changed the world by focusing on one person at a time and in 
doing so, influenced others to follow her. And last but not the least, my own late father was a great role model to 
me. He was an active and involved member of his church, was involved in plenty of charity work and fundraising, 
and even spent his time driving people without transport to where they needed to be.  

What’s in store for you in the future? 

I would be happy to be an instrument in my school and community to influence others to follow in the footsteps 
of Edmund Rice.  I am very fortunate to work in a school with a strong sense of ethos and moral support among 
its staff and students. 

 

  

Amazing work being done by  

St Patrick’s CBC in Kimberley 

 St Patrick’s have continually worked hard to give their students the opportunity to engage with those on the 
margins in an effort to create young leaders focused on serving others. They strongly feel the call to serve those 
suffering from the effects of poverty and injustice, and create opportunities in order to respond to this call. Two 
main events in which they do this is through their Yearly BIG WALK and Breakfast, as well as their work caring 
for the elderly at Resthaven Old Age Home. Their Yearly BIG WALK with Thutong Ya Bana, exposes their 
students to how far most children have to walk daily to get to school. St Patrick’s students walk for 5 km before 
meeting the students of Thutong Ya Bana for a lovely lunch and the opportunity to bond.  
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Students also spend time volunteering and caring for the elderly residents at Resthaven Old Age Home, led by the 

schools Edmund Rice Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Umoya project takes numerous volunteers to a Missionaries of Charity 

home in Khayelitsha on a regular basis in order to interact with the many 

residents in the home. The 75+ residents have various mental and physical 

disabilities and have little or no contact with their families. The project plans 

fun activities with the residents in order to provide a space for them to have 

fun and form positive relationships with the volunteers.  

This month our session was focused on the theme of Easter. Residents joined in on morning exercises (and some 

very humorous ‘dance-battles’ before settling down to create beautiful Easter decorations and cards for the home. 

Each resident was able to add their art works to hanging decorations that were used to decorate both men’s and 

women’s sections. This was followed by the creation of lovely Easter cards which residents gave to each other,  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to volunteer, 
and live in the Cape Town area, 

visit our NEW WEBSITE! 

www.theumoyaproject.com 

 

The Umoya Project 
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volunteers, sisters and some for family. To end off the day each resident added their fingerprint to a striking 

canvas painting of a tree, with their fingerprints becoming the leaves. This canvas was later used in a reflection 

with the group about how together as a family, we are all tall, strong and beautiful and a tree. This session was 

also our largest to date with over 50 volunteers! Our next session will be on the 9th April, why don’t you join us? 
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On the 19th March, The Edmund Rice Foundation Australia invited the Edmund Rice Justice Desk to organise for 
10 vulnerable children to attend the Brumbies vs. Stormers rugby game at Newslands stadium in Cape Town. The 
Desk invited their partners Edmund Rice Camps to join in on the event which was a wonderful success. The 
children had the opportunity to experience their first live rugby game and were thoroughly spoiled by ERFA in the 
form of books, pens and plenty of snacks during the game. We would like to thank ERFA, The Gone Fishing 
Immersion group and the Brumbies and Stormers for making this wonderful experience possible! 

 

 
  

ERFA Rugby Experience for South African Children 

ERJD at United Nations Association of South Africa  

Our ERJD coordinator, Jessica Dewhurst, was recently invited to be 
the keynote speaker at The United Nations Association of South 
Africa's event on Sustainable Development for new members. She 
spoke about how through our work at The Justice Desk - ERNSA - 
we are advocating, equipping and educating people on their 
fundamental Human Rights and responsibilities as global citizens. 
 
She also spoke on the importance of sustainable development and 
the dangers of "development that is driven by one particular need, 
for the benefit of one particular group, without fully considering the 
wider or future impacts this may have on many." She also 
challenged those in attendance by stating that: 
"The entire way we approach development needs to change. We 
need to stop focusing on development that is unjust at its core, and 
rather strive towards development which rather focuses on the 
needs of all people instead of an elect few. Development needs to 
work towards ensuring that everyone has equal access to their basic 
human rights and needs, without compromising the livelihood of 
another’s. It needs to be sustainable." 
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Human Rights Training in Bonteheuwel 

In January we began our partnership with The Amy Biehl 
Foundation in Bonteheuwel. The non- profit organisation 
specialises in programmes to develop and empower 
children and youth (5 to 25 years of age) within challenged 
and vulnerable communities in the Western Cape. These 
include Gugulethu, Khayelitsha, Phillipi, and Bonteheuwel. 
Their programmes place focus on the creative talents of 
children, and supplements the shortcomings of the 
educational system in the various townships of South 
Africa. Within the Western Cape, Amy Biehl projects are 

known for having an extremely positive effect on both the 
youth attending their programmes as well as the 

communities in which they live.  

The Justice Desk began partnering with the Bonteheuwel group and were invited to facilitate multiple workshops 
on Human Rights, Justice and Advocacy. We prepared theoretic and interactive workshops for grades R - 3 and 4 
– 7. These workshops were highly successful and included plenty of activities, games and music. Students who 
attended were excited to learn about their Human Rights and often pointed out that the gang violence in their 
own community was preventing their Rights from becoming a reality. Our office also continues to offer assistance 
and training for youth leaders and facilitators on request. 

In March we continued our work by running a ‘Fun Day’ with the theme of human rights. Students were ecstatic 
to engage with a full day of fun and games. Easter egg hunts, sporting games, obstacle courses and various other 
games were enjoyed by all, alongside the explanations of each games which included accountability, respect, 
equality, and freedom. We also joined the school in their Peace March which consisted of the students who have 
finished our training marching around their school community with protest posters and songs, advocating for 
peace in their community.  
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Thank you to our funders: 

Edmund Rice Development & Misean Cara 
A huge thank you to our funders Edmund Rice Development (www.edmundricedevelopment.org) and Misean Cara 

(www.miseancara.ie) who have assisted us in making sure that The Edmund Rice Network of South Central Africa is able to 

continue the great work being done in our areas. The establishment of The Social Justice Desk in South Africa is a direct 

result of Edmund Rice Development and Misean Cara’s support, and for that we are truly grateful.   

 

Jessica@ernsa.org  
Contact Us! 

https://www.facebook.com/Edmund
RiceNetworkSA 

@JusticeDeskSA www.ernsa.org 

http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/

