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AZTEC was a Greyhound rescued out of the racing 
industry, and adopted by my husband Peter and me when 
he was 17 months old.   He was often an “ambassadog” at 
Retired Greyhounds as Pets (REGAP) events, helping to 
educate the public on the Greyhound breed and the plight 
of the racing Greyhound.  As foster parents for rescued 
Greyhounds AZTEC was my lead dog in teaching the 
frightened, newly rescued racing Grey how to be a pet and 
what house rules were. They would often stick close by 
him and follow his lead. 

He was a very smart dog. As a Pets for Life volunteer team, 
we visited Bishop Spencer Place (BSP).  AZTEC was on 
point from the beginning of every visit; like he knew he had 
to get serious and get to work. He had many friends at BSP, 
residents and staff alike. One therapist always referred to 
him as her “boyfriend” and insisted on giving him a kiss on 
the side of his muzzle or forehead, leaving her lipstick lip 
prints on him. Residents looked forward to his visits every 
other Saturday, and he was brand new to some people 
every time they saw him. Two residents in particular came 
alive when AZTEC came to visit.  One woman would be 
slumped in her wheelchair every time we visited. I would 
say, “Mitzy, it’s Mara and AZTEC.” She would dart up in 
her chair and say, “ oh.... AZTEC!” She would spend quite 
awhile loving on him and telling him how beautiful he was. 
His last visit with her, shortly before she passed away, he 
stood at her bedside with her hand on his head. She knew 
he was there for her to say good bye. Another resident 
always wanted to see him. As a dog lover Jim never said 
much, just stroked AZTEC and watched him.  When he 
was in the process of passing, Jim’s sister was with him. 
We came in and asked if he would like a visit as he always 
wanted to see AZTEC. She said, “OK, but he has been 
unresponsive for several days.” When AZTEC came to his 
bedside, and I told him we were there, he woke up, sat 
up slightly and petted AZTEC with both hands! His sister 
was flabbergasted! She could not believe what had just 
happened. 
 A married couple in residence always looked forward to his 
visits as well. Neither one of them really talked. Sometimes 
they would just say his name; they just loved petting AZTEC.
It’s funny, but I’m not sure anybody there ever remembered 
my name; I was just someone who brought their friend to 
visit. That’s just the way it was supposed to be.

Pets for LifePets for Life

Don’t forget to like our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
pages/Pets-for-Life-Inc. We post lots of fun PFL updates and 
trivia, and occasionally we have giveaways!  Stay in the loop, 
join us on Facebook!

PETS HELPING PEOPLE
AZTEC touched many 
human and dog souls in 
his 8 short years. We 
will all miss him until we 
see him again at 
Rainbow Bridge. 
Submitted by Volunteers
Mara and Peter Wallace

AZTEC

She was 91 and very determined, as she was in every 
aspect of her life. This time it was to qualify for and 
receive an assistance/service dog. I was first introduced to 
SEMPER FI during one of my frequent visits to Florence, 
often dressed in my ‘work clothes’, bankers’ black, which 
I unsuccessfully tried to keep clear of dog hair. My first 
impression was that he was too much dog for her. She 
proudly shared that he was trained at CARES, inc. and 
also by prisoners! (Founded in 1994, Canine Assistance 
Rehabilitation Education & Services (CARES,inc.), focuses 
on empowering people to live independently through the 
training and placement of dogs with individuals who have 
disabilities or special needs).

As Florence had no living relatives, she had the foresight 
to see that an assistance dog would allow her maintain 
her independence longer. During one visit she told me 
SEMPER FI’s veterinarian suggested that 83 pounds was 
not a healthy weight for SEMPER FI; he needed more 
exercise (and probably fewer treats). As I drove home 
an idea popped into my head and I approached Florence 
with an offer to walk SEMPER FI for her every day, which 
would be good for me as well as him. He was excited to 
go for walks with me, plus it meant Florence got a visitor 
most days of the week. Florence instructed me in his basic 
commands, others I learned by surprise like the time we 
saw a bunny nearby and stopped to watch it for a minute. 
When I started walking again, instead of saying “heel”, I 
said something like “okay, let’s go”. He tore off after that 
rabbit dragging me along. Only after I went to CARES, inc. 
did I learn that the word “okay” was a release move for him.

SEMPER FI

AZTEC



It really is a wonderful story.  When we were on the 
elevator at the University of Kansas Medical Center (Med 
Center), making our rounds, a very sweet woman begged 
us to visit her husband.  He had been at the Med Center 
for four weeks waiting for a liver transplant.  I promised we 
would try.  Many of the residents love ALFIE because he is 
small and cuddly and can sit on the bed or in laps.  ALFIE 
reminded this woman of her husband’s dog, whom he 
missed terribly.  

Because of his special condition, we had to have several 
approvals in order to visit his room. Fortunately, we found a 
staff person willing to go with us and were finally approved 
for a visit.

When we opened the door the client scooped up ALFIE 
and held him for a very long time. It truly was a life 
changing moment for this gentleman. On our next visit to 
the Med Center we attempted to make another visit to our 
new friend.  However, he was in a closed unit because he 
had RECEIVED A NEW LIVER!  The family’s prayers were 
answered and we all liked to think that ALFIE played a part 
in helping the man cope as his hopes were answered.

Submitted by PFL Volunteer Trish Moore

Inevitably as her health declined, Florence moved to a 
higher level of assisted living and could no longer care for 
SEMPER FI. She asked me to keep him, so we transitioned 
his care to me and we continued our daily walks and 
visits. I remember being uneasy and not sleeping at all the 
first night he was at my house. Although SEMPER FI slept 
quietly on the floor beside my bed. It was an adjustment 
for all of us!

Florence died just before her 97th birthday; SEMPER FI, 
my husband and I all attended her funeral services. As 
SEMPER FI was her only “family,” we three sat front and 
center. Not wanting his training to go to waste, SEMPER 
FI and I attended a session at CARES, inc. so that I could 
learn about his training, abilities, and care. In addition I 
learned that Florence holds the record for being the oldest 
recipient of a CARES, inc. assistance dog. 

Our lives have been enriched beyond imagination, and I 
am grateful I was open to an opportunity.

Submitted by Terri Stamper

SEMPER FI cont.

ALFIE

Luna came to us as a rescue dog. She was about two 
years old and had been used as a breeder. She didn’t 
know how to climb steps or how to get into the car....but 
she knew she loved people. On a walk she coaxed me to 
go into Brighton Gardens where there were several dogs 
dressed for a Halloween parade. “Are you with Pets for 
Life?” they asked. Even though I shook my head we were 
escorted in anyway. Luna displayed her beautiful manners 
and loved seeing the residents. I took the hint and got her 
certified as a PFL dog right away. 

Five years later I am a hospice nurse and I am a daily 
witness to the importance of pet therapy for patients of 
all kinds. I am so thankful Luna led us into this work. It 
has strengthened our bond and given us a lot of happy 
memories.

Submitted by PFL Volunteer Kimberly Justice

Promise Skilled Nursing Facility
Overland Park, KS

A minimally responsive resident at Promise Skilled Nursing 
Facility in Overland Park, smiled and made eye contact 
today upon being visited by Trish Moore and ALFIE. Many 
other residents loved ALFIE because he reminded them 
of our beloved ABBY.  It would be so great if we could 
have ALFIE on a regular basis! Thank you for being so 
accommodating on our “Animal Day”.  Thanks to all 
the teams who visited and supported us!  Kay Hines & 
FINN, Trish Moore & ALFIE, Gloria Lusher & BELLA, and 
Maureen Kramanak & GLITTER.

Nadia Harvey, TRS

LUNA

LUNA



IN HEARTFELT SYMPATHY…
The Thomasson family lost CHARLIE, our big, beloved, 
red golden retriever, on Monday, May 5th. Golden’s have 
the most beautiful personalities, but are prone to multiple 
types of cancer.  CHARLIE was one of cancer’s victims.

CHARLIE retired from Pets for Life when he was 7 years 
old and handed the responsibility to his housemate BELLA.  
CHARLIE was a joyful, happy, loving dog who thought 
everyday was a party where he was the guest of honor.  He 
loved everything--except thunder.  His visits to Pets for Life 
covered several facilities over the years and he enjoyed 
every one.  We feel it was our blessing to have had him 
in our family for 10 1/2 years and we miss him terribly, but 
know his party continues.

Submitted by PFL Volunteer
Judy Thomasson

Ameristar Cares Workplace Giving Program      $6,507
Roetheli Lil’Red Foundation        $6,000
Louetta M. Cowden Foundation      $5,000
Health Care Foundation of  Greater Kansas City     $4,250
Carter Community Memorial Trust
 UMB Bank, n.a., Trustee      $3,500 
Curry Family Foundation        $2,500
Elaine Feld Stern Charitable Trust      $2,000
Tension Envelope Foundation      $1,000
Wal*Mart, N. Boardwalk, KCMO      $1,000
Sam’s Club, 135th St., OPKS       $   535

President Nixon signed an executive order in 1974 
designating one week during the month of April as a 
celebration of volunteering. Every president since then 
has maintained the proclamation making the month of 
April National Volunteer Month.   In keeping with this 
annual opportunity, Highland Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center recently honored Pets for Life teams with an event 
that included dinner, entertainment and tokens of appreciation. 
 
The invitation letter to team member Toni Hadel stated: 
“…Let me say what a pleasure it is to have known you 
these last few years. The time you take and the love that 
you put into your visits to our residents is really more than 
I can describe”.

Volunteer teams who visit Highland include:  Toni Hadel with 
BELLA & BRIETTA and Janice Young-Miller with EDDIE, 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Opportunities abound to get involved!  Check your 
calendars now and make plans to attend one or all of the 
upcoming events listed here.  Volunteer teams are needed 
to participate as ambassadors for Pets for Life at the 
following:

Dog N Jog
Date:  Sunday, June 8th 2014            Time:  7 a.m. - 10:30 
a.m.
Location:  Dog N Jog at Country Club Plaza
Description:  Need volunteers to man the information table 
for 1hr slot and answer any questions about Pets for Life.  Also 
needed are people to set up and take down. 

Bethel Neighborhood Center
Date:  Wednesday, June 11th, 2014    Time:  9:30 a.m.
Location:  14 S. 7th Street     Kansas City, KS  66101
Description:  Visit with 30 seniors in the great room.

The Need is Great
Pets for Life has an on-going need for volunteer teams to 
engage with facilities across the metropolitan area.  If you are 
a new team in need of a place to visit, or an existing team with 
additional time and desire, please contact the Pets for Life 
office about facilities near you that can use your help.  You can 
always find a list of facilities that need volunteers here:

Highland Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center

http://www.kcpetsforlife.com/mpc/docs/site/home.html#members-
only---volunteer-opportunities/c108o

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!
Pets for Life, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  
We rely on tax-deductible donations, gifts, bequests and 
memorials to defray our administrative costs.  Because we 
receive no governmental funds of any kind, we are honored 
to recognize the following for their generous contribution(s) 
to our continued success. 

Metropolitan Community College, Blue River
I would like to thank you and all the volunteers for helping 
with the Stress Relief program that we had today. I truly 
appreciate all of your help. Everyone here seemed to 
have a great time with the dogs that came by, and people 
really did seem to relax around them. I think the event 
went well, and you all had a lot to do with that. Thanks 
again! 
 

Tariq Shadeed, Student Services Assistant
Counseling and Disability Support Service
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THERAPY FOR ALL!
Animal assisted therapy comes in all shapes and sizes.  
Pets for Life teams are in demand everywhere, not just at 
hospitals and living facilities.  Check out these comments 
from special events that Pets for Life teams have recently 
attended!

 
Thank you so much for joining us this past Saturday for our 
Family Eggstravaganza for Special Needs!  The volunteers 
were amazing, and the dogs were perfect.  Your services 
made such a difference at our event, and I’ve already heard 
several people share with me how much they enjoyed 
you there.  Being involved in ministry, I understand what 
it means to volunteer your time, especially on weekends.  
We are all extremely appreciative.  

 I hope you enjoyed the experience as much as we enjoyed 
having you.  If it’s OK, I’d love to call on you again when 
this event come around again next year. Thanks again, 
and God Bless! 

CALLING ALL EVENT PLANNERS!
It is that time of year -- time to begin planning for this 
year’s PET PARTY and we NEED YOU!!!!   
  
Our annual Pet Party is held every October in recognition 
of all our volunteer teams - humans and dogs! 
  
We meet once per month at Blue Pearl (VSEC) in 
Overland Park.  Our first meeting will be our Saturday 
6/14/14 at 9a.m. 
  
If you would like to be part of our Pet Party Planning 
Committee please contact me ASAP!  We would love to 
have you join us! 
  

Kansas University Stress Relief
Pets for Life teams attended college on May 12 & 13th to assist students with “stress relief” from finals.  Thanks 
to the following teams for making this a great event for students of all ages!

                      Kate Tilden & DUKE, Marty Lovejoy & ANGEL
                     Karla Vialle & SADIE, Laurel Fischer & TUCKER

                     Kim Michale & MAGGIE, Jim Haley & SAMMY (Cat)
                    Tina Perrin & BEETHOVEN, Sue Freshman & BLOSSOM

Rockhurst College
On May 2nd Pets for Life volunteers Marty Letourneau and STANTON, Kathy Harding 
and KEVIN and Tina Kirwan and MEEKO met with students going through finals acting 
as “Stress relief dogs.” The students enjoyed the pets very much and would pet the 
dogs, take a final, and come back and pet the dogs some more.

WELCOME! New Volunteer Teams
Julie Daniels and LENNY 
Jill  Haack and SPUTNIK 
Amy Kernan and BERLIN
Brandi Scafe and REMY
Tricia Elbel and EZEO
Jeff Ryan and BLUE 

Erin McGrath and LUNA 
Wendee Nichols and DOLLEE

Kathryn Weakland and WINSTON 
Karen Becker and JACKIE

BLOSSOM

ROCKHURST

Sharon Wilson, Program Director
sunnyd3@live.com

Chip Dudden, Children’s Ministries


