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Kehkashan Basu is a 13 year old environmental and social activist living in 
Dubai , UAE whose sole objective is to involve and mobilise children and youth in 
the movement for a sustainable and green future. Born on 5th June which is also 
World Environment Day, she feels that it was pre-ordained that she should grow up 
to be an eco-warrior. Spreading the message of peace and sustainability has been 
her passion since she was only 8 years old and she has worked tirelessly to enlist 
the support of children and youth across geographical boundaries.  

Kehkashan Basu is UNEP’s ( United Nations Environment Programme)  
Global Coordinator for Children & Youth and a member of its Major Groups Facilitating Committee. 
She was nominated by TakingITGlobal and at 13 years, she is the first minor, ever, to be elected into this 
position in the forty year history of UNEP. She is the Global President of the Children’s Board for 
Plant-for-the-Planet, the Youth Advisor of World Future Council and the Chairperson of the UAE 
chapter of the International Youth Council. She is a youth ambassador for several international 
organisations and in this capacity has represented the voice of the youth at more than 30 international 
conferences through her workshops and presentations. She was the youngest participating youth 
delegate  at both Rio+20 in Brazil and COP18 in Qatar. 

In August2013, she was the youngest speaker at the 12
th

 United Nations Youth Assembly in 
New York where she addressed over 1000 youth leaders from around the world about her vision of the 
post2015 agenda and sustainable development goals. In June2013, she spoke at the City Hall in Bonn, 
Germany on invitation from its Mayor.  She has also visited Seychelles on invitation from the Ministry of 
Tourism and Environment to spread the message of sustainability amongst school children.  

Kehkashan is the founder of youth organization, GREEN HOPE UAE, which seeks to provide a 
networking platform to children and youth in the region to carry forward the Rio legacy through several 
environmental workshops and ground level projects on biodiversity conservation, waste segregation and 
reversing land degradation. Green Hope UAE has been felicitated by DEWA , Dubai Municipality for their 
work. They also work as a partner with KHDA in their “What Works” programme.  

She is the recipient of several international awards, notable amongst which are those from UNCCD and 
Korea Green Foundation in 2012 , The Living Rainforest,U.K.  and most recently the 2013 
International Young Eco-Hero award from Action for Nature, USA. 

Kehkashan is involved with several charitable and social upliftment causes and works with Dubai Cares, 
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity and the King Hussein Foundation from whom she received a 
certificate of commendation for her donations to the war refugees. She is a Peace Ambassador of 
“Emerging Future Youth Network – USA” and a Hub Leader for  “Children of the Earth”. She believes 
peace to a building block of sustainability and has created a Peace Video and a Peace song to spread 
the message on the occasion of the 2012 International Day of Peace 

In 2010 and 2013 Kehkashan won the the prestigious HH Sheikh Hamdan Award for Distinguished 
Academic Performance. She has won numerous awards in music, public speaking, art , sports and quiz.  

Kehkashan is inspired by a quote of Pearl S. Buck “The young do not know enough to be prudent, 
and therefore they attempt the impossible -- and achieve it, generation after generation.” 
 
 



  

 

  


