
           

There is something inside every man that cries out for excitement and adventure. We were 

created to be conquerors, not couch potatoes, and we see that woven throughout the stories 

of the Bible as well. Samson pushed down the pillars, Moses stood up to the Pharaoh, Joshua 

led the battle against Jericho, David faced the giant Philistine, and the list goes on. However, 

there is no one in the Bible who was more valiant in the face of unbearable odds than Gideon. 

He is a perfect example that God can use the ordinary to accomplish the extraordinary and he 

reminds us that the things which are impossible for man are never impossible with God. We 

also discover in this story that it’s not about the size of our army, it’s about the size of our God 

and our God knows no limits. He is omnipotent in power. At His name the demons tremble 

and the angels praise because they all know He is the Lord Almighty!   

But in this story, we discover that although the people of Israel had finally made it to the 

Promised Land, the Lord had turned His back on them because they had begun worshipping 

Baal. And by the time we pick it up in Judges 6-8,  the two tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh 

were suffering the worst. The Midianites were overtaking the Israelites and driving them away 

so that they had no food for themselves, and none for their sheep or cattle. Even the Midianite 

flocks were devouring the land. So, the Israelites had left for the hills, caves and mountains just 

to get away. And what little crops they could grow, they would try to hide.  

But we have to remember that sin always drives us toward the darkness, and puts us under the 

judgement of the Lord, which is exactly what was happening to the Israelites. However, 

although God may chastise those He loves in order to draw them to repentance, He never 

desires to leave us there. He is constantly trying to lead us into the light to establish us in 

victory over our enemies, and the same was true for the children of Israel.  

This brings us to the story of one man who heard from God, defied the odds, fought the good 

fight and led his people to victory. And who was this warrior?  His name was Gideon. And in 

the Hebrew it meant “to be hew, cut down or cut off.” And through this devotion we’ll 

discover how God used “Gideon and a Few Good Men” to cut down and cut off their enemy, 

bringing the people of Israel back into their rightful place.  

But as we study this story, remember we too are living in a culture that has turned away from 

God. And I believe in many ways we’re suffering the repercussions and consequences of our 

nation’s idolatry and sin. But just as God used Gideon and his small army to defeat the enemy,  

I believe that God can use each of us, as a band of brothers, to lead our families and our 

church and community back to the Lord as well.    
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Scriptures (NIV) – Day #1 

 

Judges 6:1-5” The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them 

into the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the 

Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 

Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern 

peoples invaded the country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to 

Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They 

came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count 

them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.”   

 

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”  

 

2 Peter 2:4, 9-10 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 

putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 9 if this is so, then the Lord knows 

how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of 

judgment. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and 

despise authority.”   

 

 

Questions – Day #1 

 

 

1. Do you feel you are more of a couch potato or a conqueror?   

 

 

2. Is there a battle you know God has brought before you; and if so are you embracing it or 

shying away from it?  

 

 

3. Are there areas in your life where you feel you’ve given into the darkness or possibly even 

allowed yourself to turn to certain idols?  

 

 

4. Do you remember a time when you suffered the direct consequences of your sin (poor 

choices) and if so, what did you learn from it?  

 

 

5. How do you feel you are fighting for your family?  

 

 



           

As we pick up the story; Midian had so impoverished and overwhelmed the people of Israel 

that they had nothing left. And there may be times when you feel that way as well. We know 

according to John 10:10 that “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;” and that 

means, emotionally, physically, financially, relationally, and most importantly, spiritually. Read 

the book of Job and you’ll see a picture of Satan’s plan against God’s people. He wants to 

impoverish and bankrupt us in every way he can, and he looks for our areas of vulnerability. 

Some of you may feel beat down financially because every time you take a step forward three 

more things break down. Some of you may feel emotionally defeated, underappreciated, and 

consequently fighting feelings of insecurity and depression. Or you may be fighting sickness or 

disease or injury, or carrying a heavy burden for a loved one that feels like an unbearable 

weight on your shoulders. Maybe the burden is your marriage and you feel like you’re in the 

final round, you’ve taken all you can take and you’re thinking of throwing in the towel.  

In one way or another, we’ve all been there and felt the weight of our circumstances. But 

when we hit the bottom, there is only one way to look and that is up. “Midian so impoverished 

the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.”When the Israelites cried out to the Lord 

because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet” Judges 6:7-8 NIV. You see the Israelites may 

have felt like there was nothing else they could do, and the Midianites may have felt they were 

in complete domination and control, but it’s never over until it’s over.   

Muhammad Ali was thought by some to be up against an unbeatable opponent when he 

faced George Foreman in 1974. The fight in Kinshasa, Zaire, was between the awesome 

power of Foreman and the aging former champ, Ali. And when it came to fight night the two 

gladiators faced off toe to toe in the ring and it appeared that Ali was losing. Foreman had him 

pinned to the ropes and was pounding away round after round until finally in the eighth, like a 

great Rocky comeback, Ali let loose. Realizing that Foreman had worn himself down, Ali came 

at him with a series of punches and Foreman dropped to the mat and was out for the count. 

Ali had recaptured his belt in one of the great comebacks of all time. 

And what we have to remember is that God is the King of comebacks. Jonah was in the belly 

of a whale for three days before God rescued him. Lazarus was in the grave for days, as was 

Jesus, before they were resurrected. And you may feel beat to the mat at times, but look to the 

Lord because that same resurrection power is available to you today.  

The Israelites “cried out to the Lord” and that’s where our victory begins. Don’t throw in the 

towel because you may be down, but you’re not out. God is on your side, you’re not in the 

ring alone, and “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31 KJV.  
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Scriptures (NIV) – Day #2 

 

Judges 6:6-9 ”Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.       

7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who 

said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the 

hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land.”  

 

1 Corinthians 10:12-13 “So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 

will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out so that you can endure it.”   

 

Ephesians 1:18-20 “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 

people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as 

the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms.”  

 

Questions – Day #2 

 

 

1. Is there an area in your life where you feel Satan has you against the ropes?   

 

 

2. If you feel like throwing in the towel on something; what will be the immediate benefit 

versus the long term consequences of your choice?  And is it going to cause you to sin?    

 

 

3. When was the last time you “cried out to the Lord” over a specific situation?  How did that 

make you feel, and how did you feel the Lord responded?  

 

 

4. Is there someone you know who may be losing a fight and is pinned against the ropes?               

Is there some way that you can step in the ring and assist?   

 

 

5. Do you feel you lead by example, even when you’re  in the midst of a heavy battle?               

If not, what do you think you can do to adjust your attitude and walk in faith?   

 

 

 



           

Usually when we feel the Lord isn’t speaking, it’s because we aren’t listening, and this was a 

problem the Israelites had with the Lord. It’s kind of like when you were a kid and your mom 

was talking to you, and you saw her lips moving but all you heard was “blah, blah, blah.” Or 

maybe you do the same thing to your wife when she is asking you to help with the dishes or 

pick your underwear up off the floor, and you see her lips moving but your ears are deaf. Jesus 

addressed this same issue in Matthew 13:13 when he said, “Though seeing, they do not see; 

though hearing, they do not hear or understand.” We serve a God of revelation who wants to 

guide and direct our lives but many times we’re too busy or distracted to hear or sense His 

leading. He can speak to us through His Holy Word, through circumstances, through the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit, through the leading of the Holy Spirit and even visions and dreams. God has 

spoken through angels, donkeys and even burning bushes in order to communicate His will. 

But we have to be in a position to hear him, and the Israelites were not, because their ears 

were plugged up from sin and idolatry.  

Today our ears get clogged as well. But for us, our idolatry is most likely not in the form of Baal 

worship. Our ears get plugged from the distractions of TV, sports, our careers, or any other 

number of things that come between us and the Lord. And if we’re going to walk in victory we 

have to get the wax out of our ears and listen for His voice. Sometimes it may sound like 

thunder on the mountain and other times it may be as quiet as the wind in the trees, but He 

will speak one way or another and we have to stay dialed in or we’ll miss it.   

God had apparently already sent a prophet to them, and although his name is not mentioned, 

it says they didn’t listen anyway. So now God sends and angel to Gideon while he was 

threshing wheat. And notice it says he was doing it “in a winepress to keep it from the 

Midianites” Judges 6:11. So Gideon was aware of the opposition, he just wasn’t aware that 

God was going to change his strategy from defense to offense. And I wonder if many times 

people are living in defeat instead of victory because they are always on defense instead of 

offense. Remember, no team can win a game without defense and offense and Gideon was 

getting ready to learn this because in the following verses God called him out as a “mighty 

warrior” and told him to “go save Israel.”  Now he didn’t feel adequate for the job, and many 

times we feel the same way. How can I lead my family in the way of the Lord? How can I share 

my faith with others? How can I do this or that? But like my dad used to always tell me, “Can’t 

never did anything!”   

In v.16 we see the key as the Lord responds, “I will be with you and you will strike down all the 

Midianites. God was going to bring the victory and Gideon would be His instrument of 

warfare. Remember, all things are possible when we do it in His strength!   
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DEVO:   “Gideon and a Few Good Men” #3 

By: Pastor Dan Lund 



Scriptures (NIV) – Day #3 

 

Judges 6:10-16”I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 11 The angel of the Lord 

came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his 

son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the 

angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”13 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to 

us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the 

Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the 

hand of Midian.”14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save 

Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 

“but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 

family.” 16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, 

leaving none alive.” 

 

Matthew 13:13-16 “This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; 

though hearing, they do not hear or understand.14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of 

Isaiah:“ ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 

perceiving.15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, 

and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’16 But blessed are your eyes 

because they see, and your ears because they hear.”  

 

Zechariah 4:6 “6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might 

nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.” 

 

Questions – Day #3 

 

1. Do you consider yourself a good listener? When do you feel God spoke to you last?               

What did He have to say, and how did you receive it?   

 

 

2. Do you feel you live your life more defensively, offensively, or balanced?  Are there some 

things you can adjust in your life to be more balanced?   

 

 

3. Do you feel God has called you to something specific? How have you responded?  

 

 

4. Are you facing an impossible situation right now? Will you trust that God is enough?   

 

 



           

It’s interesting that although the Bible teaches us that “Faith is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen” Hebrews 11:1 (KJV), we still have the tendency to trust 

more in what we see than what we don’t see. It’s probably because faith goes against our 

logic. If we don’t see a chair, why would we try to sit? If we don’t see water in the pool, why 

would we jump off the diving board? But then again, we can’t see air and yet we breathe?  

At this point in the story, Gideon is asked to start walking in faith, not sight, and that can be 

challenging for any of us. I remember when I felt the Lord speaking to my heart at an altar in a 

small church in Rogers, Arkansas. My wife and I were established in the area. I had a great job, 

we had a new home and she was a stay at home mom with our two girls. We thought we our 

plan was coming together, but God had other plans. That night my wife and I both sensed the 

Lord telling us to sell everything, uproot our family and go to Central Bible College. And I 

trusted the Lord, but I didn’t fully trust myself to hear Him clearly. So, I put a fleece before God. 

In other words, I prayed for a sign of confirmation and asked the Lord to make it clear by 

selling our home. That was on a Sunday night, and before I could get our home officially on 

the market it was already sold. I wish it was always that clear, and just as God speaks in 

different ways He also confirms things in different ways. For example; many people pray for 

open doors and closed doors as a sign but if I walked through every open door I never would 

have stayed put or planted anywhere. However, one thing I found to be consistent is the 

peace of God. And if I don’t have peace, I can’t move forward.  

In much the same way, Gideon needed a sign and God made it clear. Gideon prepared an 

offering for the Lord and when the angel touched it, the fire of God consumed it. Many 

people, including myself, believe that this angelic being was actually the pre-incarnate form of 

the Lord Jesus Christ himself. But either way, Gideon got his sign and it was loud and clear. But 

more than the fire, notice that the true sign for Gideon was “peace”. Judges 6:23-24 “But the 

Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 24 So Gideon built an 

altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace.”  

The greatest problem the Israelites were facing was not the Midianites, it was a lack of peace 

because they had drifted from God. And the war that God was calling Gideon to fight wasn’t 

simply to get their land back. The battle we fight is never about worldly things because even 

Satan can offer the wealth of the world. However, only God can give “peace” because it’s a 

fruit of the Holy Spirit. And I want you to know that whatever you’re facing, and whatever 

battle you are in, you can still have peace and joy in the Lord. Your circumstances don’t dictate 

what God offers from the throne and He is the giver of all good gifts. So I would challenge you 

to walk in faith, bring God your best, and trust that His refining fire can purge it into gold.  
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Scriptures (NIV)– Day #4 

 

Judges 6:17-24 ”Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is 

really you talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and 

set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.” 19 Gideon went inside, 

prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting the 

meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under 

the oak.20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place 

them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord 

touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire 

flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord 

disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Alas, 

Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” 23 But the Lord said to him, 

“Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord 

there and called it The Lord Is Peace.”  

 

Mark 16:17-18 “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive 

out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and 

when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick 

people, and they will get well.” 

 

Questions – Day #4 

 

 

1. On a scale of 1-10, how easy is it for you to walk by faith, not by sight?    

 

 

 

2. Is there a specific area of your life where it’s harder to trust God than others?  If so, since 

“faith comes by hearing the Word,” search and list  Scriptures that could increase your faith.    

 

 

 

3. Do you feel there that your life is peaceful?  If not, why?   

 

 

 

4. Are there things that are robbing you of peace and joy in your life? What are they and what 

can you do to change it?   

 

 

 

 



           

Have you ever felt you were supposed to do something big, but as soon as you started 

opposition came against you? Maybe you shared what you felt was a vision from God and 

then the people you thought were your friends mocked you or the opposition came from your 

own family. The reality is that not everyone will be on board with the things God places on 

your heart, even when it’s actually in their best interest. And that was the case for Gideon as 

well. God had called Gideon to restore peace to the Israelites, but that was going to mean 

making some radical changes that not everyone was willing and ready to make. There will be 

times when God calls upon us to not only do the impossible, but also the unpopular. And at 

times, the unpopular may seem even harder, but that’s no time to stop or back down.   

You see, the Lord had already called Gideon out as “a mighty warrior,” and confirmed it with a 

miraculous sign, but that didn’t mean it would all be easy. You see not only was he going to 

build a proper altar to the Lord but he was going to have to tear down the false idols of 

worship. And according to Judges 6:25 that included the “altar to Baal” with “the Asherah pole 

beside it.” And you may be thinking; what’s the big deal? But it was not only a place of idolatry; 

it was also built by his own father, Joash. It can be hard for any of us to go against the grain of 

culture and to swim upstream when everyone else is going with the current. But it’s even 

harder when we’re standing in opposition to our own family, or breaking stride with our 

families’ patterns of life and culture. Possibly, you have had to cast your sail in a different 

direction than your own family so you understand this well. I pray you never have to make 

such difficult decisions, but the Lord must come first. And in reading the full story we find that 

Gideon obeyed, but he did it at night because he knew there would be opposition to his 

actions. And opposition there was, because they wanted his life for it.   

But can I remind us that the path of least resistance is not always the path of God’s will? When 

Jesus was tempted to take the easy way out, He prayed, “"Father, if you are willing, take this 

cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done” Luke 22:42. There will be times in our life 

when we have to take the high road, even though it’s the road less traveled. And in much the 

same way, Gideon had to recognize that God’s plan for his life would not be easy, but it would 

be rewarding in the end. Gideon could be a couch potato or a conqueror, and it’s a choice we 

all have to make. God’s plan for our life won’t be without risk, but it will come with reward and 

if we’ll trust in Him, the Spirit of the Lord will empower us for the call.  In Judges 6:34 it says 

“the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon.” And in the same way, God’s Spirit will come upon 

those who submit to His will for their life. There is a “mighty warrior” waiting to be released in 

you if you’ll put the Lord first, tear down every false idol, and allow your life to become a living 

sacrifice for the Lord.     
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Scriptures (NIV) – Day #5 

 

Judges 6:25-28, 34-35 ”That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the second bull from your 

father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the 

Asherah pole beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of 

this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a 

burnt offering.” 27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him. But 

because he was afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the 

daytime. 28 In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, 

demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the 

newly built altar!”…… “34Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, 

summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 35 He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling 

them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet 

them.”  

 

Luke 14:26 (NLT) “If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—

your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 

Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.”  

 

James 1:2-4, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 

 

Questions – Day #5 

 

1. Can you remember a time when you felt led by God to do something that seemed to be 

unpopular with family or friends?  If so, how did you respond?  

 

 

2. Have you counted the cost of following God’s plan for your life and are you willing to tear 

down the idols and Asherah poles erected in your past, in order to fulfill your destiny?   

 

 

3. Are you facing, or have you faced a time when you were tempted to take the easy way out 

in a situation knowing that it wasn’t right? How did you respond and how did it turn out?   

 

 

4. Have you turned to the Lord and asked for the filling of His Holy Spirit? If not, I would 

encourage you to ask the men in your group to pray and agree with you because the only 

way we can walk in victory is by walking in the Spirit.   

 

 

 



           

Just as every man has a warrior inside, desiring to do God’s will, there are also enemies to that 

warrior which we see in this story and the first is “pride.” Why wouldn’t God want to send 

Gideon out with the largest army possible when He knew that he’d be fighting the Midianites 

who had been so dominant? The answer is in Judges 7:2b, “Israel would boast against me. ‘My 

own strength has saved me.’” We all have a tendency to pat ourselves on the back when 

things are looking up, and to defer the blame when they’re not. In this case, God was 

responding to man’s nature. He wanted to make sure that He received the glory and the eyes 

of the Israelites returned to Him. Pride has always come before the fall, even with Satan himself. 

And if we’re not careful, pride can be our downfall as well. Pride causes us to walk in deception 

instead of the truth but it will always catch up with us in the end. Pride causes us to think our 

sins will never find us out, or we’re smart enough to cover our tracks, but that is not the case. 

The little things we do in the darkness will eventually be exposed in the light. And worst of all, 

pride causes us to steal the glory that only belongs to God as we take credit for the results of 

His handiwork. Pride causes us to claim fame for the very gifts and abilities He has bestowed 

upon us instead of pointing people to heaven. So God limited their size to assure that Gideon’s 

men would know who truly won the battle.  

But there’s another enemy we see and it’s “fear.”  In v.3 God said, “Anyone who trembles with 

fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.” And with that, “twenty-two thousand men left. 

Fear will cripple faith every time, but as Paul told his young protégé in 2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT), 

”God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.” There 

will be times the enemy tries to strike fear in you as well. Fear that you won’t provide for your 

family the way you need to. Fear that you won’t be able to protect them from the world. Fear 

that you will let them down or that they’ll let you down. Fear that if you strive to climb the 

mountain, you’ll only fail. Fear comes in every shape and size and Satan uses it stop us in our 

tracks. But remember that God demonstrated His love for you on the cross and that perfect 

love drives out the fear of the enemy. You don’t have to fear because God has already 

established your victory, and it won’t be in your strength anyway, it will be in His.  

There’s one other enemy I want to mention, though, and it’s the enemy of apathy. When we 

fail to truly thirst for the things of God and His will for our life, our wife and our family, we will 

find ourselves spiritually dehydrated. In v.7 “The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred 

men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go 

home.” There was something God saw in the way they thirsted, and my prayer is that God will 

see a hunger and thirst in us for the touch of His Spirit and power upon our lives. When we 

thirst for Him, He will gladly give us all we need to walk victoriously against our enemy.    
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Scriptures (NIV) – Day #6 

 

Judges 7:1-6 ”Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the 

spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 2 

The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or 

Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the army, 

‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two 

thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still 

too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, 

‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall 

not go.” 5 So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate 

those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to 

drink.” 6 Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got 

down on their knees to drink.7 The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that 

lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” 8 

So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took over the 

provisions and trumpets of the others.” 

 

John 4:14 “Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that 

I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.” 

 

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

 

Questions – Day #6 

 

1. As you allow the Holy Spirit to search your heart; are there areas of pride that are hindering 

your life, your marriage, your job, your family or friendships?   

 

 

2. Are there areas where fear has gripped your life?  Name them to the Lord and declare his 

power and love over each one.   

 

 

3. Apathy is a coldness and indifference to something. If you survey the past 12 months, can 

you identify areas of spiritual growth in your life?  If not, then you need to pray God ignites a 

fresh flame in your heart because unaddressed apathy leads to apostasy. 

 

 

4. Pray this prayer:  “Dear God, I believe you have battles for me to fight, and victories for me to 

win. So fill me afresh with your Spirit every day, so I can live my life walking in your way!”  

 

 



           

Life is full of battles and times we feel forced to walk in the valley instead of remaining on the 

mountain top. You may even be fighting your way through a situation right now, but let me 

encourage you. First of all let me remind you that although we like the highs in life, it’s in the 

valley where things often grow the greenest and it is in the valley where we often receive our 

victory. In Gideon’s case, the Midian camp was down below in the valley. But we never go into 

the valley alone. That’s why Deuteronomy 31:6 says the” LORD your God goes with you; he 

will never leave you nor forsake you."  We see how many times Gideon brought fleeces before 

the Lord to help give him the assurance He needed that God was with Him. But as believers, 

God is not only with us, He is in us. And it doesn’t matter if we’re on the highest mountain or in 

the lowest valley, He is there.  

Nonetheless, God told Gideon that if he still needed assurance, he could sneak down to the 

Midian camp and listen in. And I believe it’s another lesson for us to remember. When we’re 

facing a battle in life; whether it’s with our health, our finances, our marriage or our children,  

we have to be very careful which voices we’re listening to. As Gideon and his servant Purah 

went down to the Midionite camp, they heard a man talking about a dream he had had and it 

showed Gideon and his men winning. Now Gideon had some choices to make.  

First of all, Gideon had to listen to the voice of the Lord. If he had ignored God’s direction to go 

down to the enemy’s camp and listen to them, he may have lost faith. God was and always will 

speak victory over our life because His desire is that we have “life and more abundantly” John 

10:10. And we’re not going to get that life listening to the world. Consider what would have 

happened had he listened to others?  I’m sure there were those back at base camp who were 

still struggling with fear. And many times it only takes one voice of negativity to start an 

avalanche of confusion and doubt. Furthermore, he had to take the right man down with him. 

Purah was obviously a man who could be trusted and a man who walked in faith not fear. And 

because of that, they went to the enemy’s camp together and returned with a good report. 

They knew in that moment that the Lord was giving them the victory, and based upon their 

discovery, Gideon went to war with only three hundred men against an army of men that 

according to v.13 was “as thick as locusts.” But it didn’t matter if the Midionites had a million 

men because “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31.      

I hope and pray you’re walking in victory and your family is blessed. But if you are fighting a 

battle in your life; be it addictions to drugs, alcohol, nicotine, pornography, or strongholds of 

fear, pride, shame, guilt, anger, insecurities, depression or more…. Remember that you are a 

part of the army of the Lord and “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world”                    

1 John 4:4. Life is a fight, but in Christ we win, so keep the faith and “fight the good fight.”   

Raising the Bar, 

Dan Lund - Lead Pastor 

October 2016  

DEVO:   “Gideon and a Few Good Men” #7 

By: Pastor Dan Lund 



Scriptures (NIV) – Day #7 

 

Judges 7:8-15 “Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 9 During that night the 

Lord said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into 

your hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah 11 

and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So 

he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the camp. 12 The Midianites, the 

Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their 

camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore.13 Gideon arrived just as a 

man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley 

bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent 

overturned and collapsed.” 14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the 

sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp 

into his hands.” 15 When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and 

worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The Lord has given the 

Midianite camp into your hands.” 

 

1 Samuel 17:46 “This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and 

cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and 

the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel’.  

 

Romans 8:37-39, “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

 

Questions – Day #7 

 

1. Is there a time when you learned a lesson as you walked through a valley?  Reflect on it.    

 

 

2. Are there voices or influences in your life that are not positive? Remember that the power of 

life and death is in the tongue and we become what we surround ourselves with. Are there 

friends or other influences we need to change?   

 

 

3. Gideon chose his servant Purah to go with him to investigate. Is there another brother in 

your life that you can trust to go into the valleys with you when needed? “Iron sharpens Iron” 

and men need each other, so I challenge us all to build a bond with a spiritual brother.    

 

 

4. Make a commitment to do spiritual battle with the men in your group and pray that God 

gives you each a fresh touch of His power to keep the faith and fight the good fight!   


