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Upcoming Events! 

April 15 & 16 St. Mary’s Spring Play at 7 pm 

St. Mary's Drama Class will present the comedy “You Can't Take it With You” on Friday, 
April 15th and Saturday, April 16th at 7:00 pm. Tickets are available at the door, or from 
cast members— $5.00/adults & $3.00/students. The play takes place in 1930's New York in 
the home of the slightly batty Sycamore family, and promises lots of laughs.  Keith Willis, 
Stephanie Cuddy, and Tim Schneider have guest roles along with the high school actors.  

 

April 17   First Holy Communion at 9:30 am mass 

April 23  Prom 

April 29  Casino Night/$10,000 Raffle at KC Hall  

Something New – Something Fun!  We are expanding our annual $10,000 Raffle to include a Casino Night, for 

adults only, on April 29th at the KC Hall. Only 250 tickets will be sold, so get yours soon! Your $100 ticket not 

only enters you in the $10,000 raffle to win anywhere from $200 to $10,000 but also gets two people admission 

in for this fun evening, where you could win even more cash prizes. We will begin at 7 pm on Friday, April 29th 

at the KC Hall. The $10,000 Raffle will be drawn & announced throughout the night, building to that final grand 

prize of $10,000 for one lucky winner! There will be appetizers & snacks, cash bar, lots of games like blackjack, 

craps, roulette & even a few for some of those non-gamblers! When you check in, you will receive $500 in chips.  

Minimum bids of $10 & you can play the evening away.  If you’d like more chips, they can be purchased at the 

event.  When you are done gambling, turn your chips in for tickets – the more chips, the more tickets – to put in 

for cash drawings! Contact the Parish Office for your ticket at 402-336-1602.   
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Dear Friends,  
 

I hope that you find the information contained in this first monthly 
parish and school newsletter to be helpful. The primary reason for 
this newsletter is to communicate information to everyone in our 
parish and school families that isn’t always easy to access. 
Communication (or the lack of) is something that we consistently 
hear as a concern at St. Patrick’s, St. Joseph’s, and St. Mary’s 
Schools. This monthly letter will contain summary minutes from the 
Pastoral Council, the Finance Council, the School Board, the 
Development Office and other organizations within our parish and 
school family. 
 

We will also include the most current version of the master calendar 
and ministry schedule. We very likely will not print the 12 month 
calendar as has been done in recent years. By the time we get the 
calendars printed and ready for distribution, there are changes and 
additions, and even we begin to wonder which sheet of paper is 
correct. While even the calendar inserted with this first edition of 
the newsletter is the “most current,” it is subject to change without 
notice.  The most current calendar information is always available on 
our website calendar at www.stpatoneill.org.  
 

We invite individuals and businesses to sponsor the newsletter for a 
month. If you would like to do so, please call Jennifer at the Parish 
Office to get the details! 
 

Happy Reading and Happy Easter! 
 

Fr. Bernard Starman 
Pastor 
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Business Manager 
 Alice Marx ....................... 402-336-1602 x301 
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Director of Development 
 Jennifer Wallwey ............... 402-336-1602 x302 
  jennifermwallwey@gmail.com 

Youth Minister 
 Vitoria Wiese .................... 402-336-1602 x308 
  vitoria.wiese@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education 
 Jane Kersenbrock .............. 402-336-1602 x 303 
  janekersenbrock@gmail.com 
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Everyday Stewardship       Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 
 

Taken from a book entitled “Everyday Stewardship” by Tracy Earl 
Welliver, I will be sharing passages with you from the book as well as 
reflections from the author.  Do you think stewardship is just about 
giving money?  I challenge you to think again. . .  
 

Has God called you today? Are you waiting for a loud trumpet 

announcing a Divine request or are you looking to change the world in 

a single day? The reality is this: Jesus Christ calls us constantly in our 

everyday lives through ordinary and sometimes seemingly mundane 

circumstances. Learning to respond at these times is what leads us to 

real transformation as mature disciples and everyday stewards.  We 

need to look more closely for God in all the ordinary moments of our 

lives, allowing ourselves to be stretched and challenged to NOT be 

satisfied with the way things are in our lives and to find tangible ways 

to respond to His call. 

Would you prefer to receive this 

newsletter/calendar via email, so you 

can print it out yourself? We would be 

glad to put you on an email only list for 

this monthly newsletter. Please 

c o n t a c t  J e n n i f e r  a t 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com to have 

your email address added to the list! 



Parish Council Update  

Our most recent parish council meeting was held Feb. 

17, 2016.  Highlights of the meeting included: 

Discussion was held regarding adding a couple of 
members to the Parish Council, as Camille is moving. 
Camille was presented with a plaque thanking her for 
her years of service by Fr Starman. She will be greatly 

missed by all. 

 The recent Archbishop’s Listening session that was 
hosted at our parish hall was very well attended and a 
lot of positive feedback resulted from it. The 
archbishops plan to inform on his sessions is set for 
approximately October for priests and then for them to 

relay to parish. 

The PC discussed having a listening session that is more 
centered around our own parish.  Family faith 

formation would be one of the topics. 

Confirmation date is set at St Pat’s for Sunday Oct 23rd 

at 2:00 pm.  

24 Hours for the Lord will be March 11th and 12th and 

sign up to begin soon. 

We will now provide rides for those at Valley Hope who 
wish to attend the Sunday masses. They will take a sign 

up until Friday and then contact us for transportation. 

Parish Council Members:  Father Starman, Camille Ohri, 
Sue Pongratz, Ron Mejstrik, Gary Pistulka, & Brenda 

Podany 

School board: Fr Starman working on recruitment and at present time let-

ters of intent are out and only one may not be returning at this time but 

Development Updates:  Seeing the Present Campaign going very well and 

has collected 65% of the pledged amounts that puts at $1,215,300.  Jen-

nifer is currently taking some continuing education courses for Fund Rais-

ing management as well as grant writing education.  The $10,000 raffle/

at the KC Hall.  She is currently looking for 

Finance Committee Update 

Finance committee met on February 24, 2016.   

A recent ‘audit’ was held by the Archdiocese office 
regarding our financials. Overall, this seemed to go well, 
with most directives being to be more specific in our 
memos & categories as reported. We are waiting for a 

final report. 

Endowment & foundation reports were reviewed. Current 
endowments for both St. Mary’s & St. Patrick’s are 
$5,509,000. Only the interest is withdrawn on these 

accounts to allow for long-term future financial stability.  

Sunday giving has been consistent, and we have been able 
to regularly stay in the black.  Current numbers can be 

found in the weekly bulletins. 

Two subcommittees were formed to do budget planning 
for St. Patrick’s and St. Mary’s for the upcoming fiscal 

year, which begins in July.   

A tuition increase will be implemented for the 2016-2017 
school year, as was in the previous financial plans.  We 
are looking at the biggest preschool we’ve had yet, and 
discussion has been held regarding expanding our 
preschool.  Preschool is the only self-funded part of the 

school.  

Finance Committee Members: Father Starman, MJ 
Kersenbrock, Randy Hupp, Carol Sibbel, Ryan Berg, Kevin 
Barlow, Frosty Peetz, Rebecca Gaughenbaugh & Matt 

Winkelbauer 

 

Development News 
Seeing the Present Campaign: As of the end of 

February, we have received approximately 67% of our 

pledged amounts.  The campaign is 3 years from 2015-

2017, with some pledges having been begun fall of 2015.  

We appreciate your faithful giving!  Projects are going 

well, with the rectory being very close to done, and the 

windows about halfway to completion.   
 

Our next upcoming event is our $10,000 Raffle/Casino 

Night. The committee for this includes Ranell Otte, 

Georgia Blumenstock, Mary Jo Benson, and Jodi Loecker. 

Tickets go on sale March 21, and volunteers are needed!   

Joe Ricketts has again donated a football ticket package 

for the Nebraska Huskers vs. Purdue Boilermakers.  

Plans are still being made for how this will be used. 

We are looking into the potential of having our bulletin 

company also print the Alumni Newsletter to determine 

if it may be a cost savings to us.  

Jennifer has begun taking classes at UNO towards a 

certificate in fundraising management.  These are 2 day 

classes, which can be taken over a 3 year period. Her 

first class was on Grant Writing, and she is looking 

forward to her next class on Publicity & Marketing in 

May.   

St. Joseph’s Parish Council Updates 
The parish council met after mass on February 7 and 
plans to meet quarterly with Fr. Starman. Please keep Fr. 
Starman aware of any parish activities in advance. 
 

A few property items were discussed. The baseboard heat 
on the west side of church will be left as is for the time 
being. Dane Metschke will be contacted about potentially  
replacing the windows on the west side of the church. 
Brian Rowse will be contacted about correcting the outlet 
on the beam that currently only functions when the fans 
are on high.   
 

Ten percent of the Ignite the Faith funds raised by our 
parish are to be returned to us for the priorities that we 
identified earlier: updating the church heating system 
and educational opportunities for the youth of the parish.  
 

An older TV & VCR are taking up storage at church. Daryl 
will buy the VCR, and the TV will be donated to Fr. 
Kramper’s second hand store in Ewing.  
 

We currently have 2 charge accounts at Village Market, 
one for St. Joseph’s church and one for St. Joseph’s Altar 
Society. The Altar Society has paid both accounts in the 
past, but Vicki will arrange to have a statement sent for 
the church account to O’Neill to be paid by Alice. 
 

Stations of the Cross was available at St. Joseph’s this 
year on Fridays of Lent.   
 

Present were Father Starman, Kelly Cameron, Rick 
Doolittle, Daryl Tomjack, Ann DeVries, Sandra Homolka 
and Vicki Tomjack.  

School Board News 

The most recent information is from the January minutes of the school board.  These updates are modified from those 

minutes.  

Father Starman and Ranell Otte drafted and mailed letters to a few potentially interested area families inviting them to visit 

our school. Father said if we get ten families that need bussing from Clearwater, we would possibly provide transportation. 

Kratz Heating & Air, who currently services our boiler, is going out of business. Father asked for volunteers to help get bids 

from local businesses to service the boilers.  

The high school & elementary students are active & busy! High School honor roll students were recognized at a school 
assembly in January.  The 2nd Grade presented the play "The Hopeless Camel." PreKindergarten had their Christmas Program. 
The 1st/6th Grade made gingerbread houses together. The 3rd Graders had their Famous Americans Wax Musuem. The 4th 
Grade presented their Native American boxes/research. The high school participated in several service projects, including 
McDonald's Tree Gift Giving and decorating the nursing home. The All School Mass collections in November/December were 

donated to Heifer International. 

The AED (automated external defibrillator) needs to be replaced soon, and fundraising was discussed. Replacement of the 

bleachers in the high school gym was also discussed, and more details can be found below. 

The Superintendent of Catholic Schools visited St. Mary's on December 2nd. Shad, Father Starman, and Mr. Havranek toured 
the school with the Superintendent and discussed various issues. They discussed Transfer Grants to increase our student 

numbers in the future.  

Mr. Havranek discussed technology implementation. We currently have 30 Chrome Books, which can do about 9095% of what 
a regular computer can do. He is looking into a 1to1 system with a cart model. This would give the teachers opportunities to 
use them. As a Windows machine costs about 55% of what an Apple machine costs, Mr. Havranek thinks we will probably do a 
cart model with enough Windows computers to supply an entire class with computers. A weekly service person would be here 

about 12 hours a week to manage the machines.  

Enrollment and capacity at St. Mary’s was discussed.  Preschool capacity: 30 students, 29 enrolled. Elementary capacity: 140 
students, 103 enrolled. High School capacity: 150 students, 82 enrolled. Total school capacity: 320 students, 214 enrolled, 
putting us at 67% capacity. St. Mary’s tends to have about 20% of area students.  Though our numbers have decreased, the 

overall number of students in the O’Neill area have decreased as well.  

School Board Members:  Cameron Everitt, Shad Thompson, Ranell Otte, Dean Benson, Julie Barlow, Ann Crumly, Ann Krotter, 

Father Starman, and Mr. Havranek.  

Thank you to Ron & Barb Mejstrik of North Central Automation for 

sponsoring this month’s Parish Newsletter!  

High School Gym Bleacher Project 
 

After 50 years of use, our bleachers have reached the end of their usefulness. They are at the point of no longer passing 
safety inspections, are generally beyond repair when something breaks, and out of compliance with NSAA regulations for 
player safety in terms of their proximity from the out-of-bounds lines. The Booster Club is currently working to raise $50,000 
for the following projects! 
 

1. Replace the bleachers and replace our make-shift scorer’s table with one that stays in place. The new bleachers will have 
handicapped accessible space, and will provide easier accessibility for all of our patrons. The new bleachers will bring us 

into compliance with current NSAA regulations and provide many years of service to our fans. 

2. Replace the volleyball standards and posts which have also reached their life expectancy, and are at the point of also 

becoming a safety issue. We plan to purchase state-of-the-art equipment to replace the existing standards and posts. 

3. Add an exhaust fan to the gym that will allow us to have practice in the summer, as well as help to provide a more 

comfortable atmosphere for the many other activities that take place in the gym throughout the year. 

All projects will be done in the order they are listed above, with all money in place by July 1. If you’d like to make a 
donation or have questions, contact Wendell Spencer 402-340-1117 or Sue Pongratz 402-340-2524.  All donors will be listed on 
a donor board in the gym after completion.  

Newsletter Sponsors  
Would you (or your business) be willing to 
sponsor the cost of a monthly newsletter?  It 
costs us approximately $175 to send out this 
monthly newsletter, and we would greatly 
appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses.  
Please contact Jennifer at 402-336-1602 or 
jennifermwallwey@gmail.com.  Thank you!   


