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Dear St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Parish and St. Mary’s Catholic 

Schools Families and Friends,  

At this writing the 4th of July holiday weekend is fast approaching. 
It’s an opportunity for all of us to pause and give thanks to God 
for the many men and women who throughout our 240 year 
history have defended, protected, and for some, paid the 
ultimate sacrifice to ensure that we and future generations would 
enjoy the rights, privileges and freedoms that we as citizens of 
the United States have come to expect & enjoy. I have been 
blessed with the opportunity to frequently travel abroad, and as 
much as I enjoy seeing new places and experiencing the cultural 
diversity and history of other countries, in the end I always look 
forward to coming back home. I’ve learned that I don’t have to be 
gone very long to begin to miss some of the freedoms and 
advances that we sometimes take for granted in our everyday 
lives. 

 

Once the Independence Day holiday is past, it’s a fast and furious 
slide to the beginning of the new school year! In fact it’s 43 days 
until we begin our 117th academic year. Something that everyone 
in the parish and community should be proud to be a part of. We 
look forward to welcoming back our faculty and staff, our 
returning students and their families, as well as a few new faces 
this year among our faculty and student body. We continue to 
accept new registrations, and no family should ever let finances 
be an obstacle to sending their children to St. Mary’s for a quality 
Catholic education! 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find a summary report of our 
year end financial statement for both St. Joseph’s and St. 
Patrick’s Parishes. Our fiscal year ended on June 30th and we are 
required to share with you an annual financial statement. If you 
would like to see a more detailed financial report, you can call 
the parish office to arrange an appointment with Alice or I, and 
we’ll be happy to review it with you. 
 
Something I recently saw on a Facebook post: 
Imagine getting to heaven and God saying: 
“Before I laid the foundations of the earth, I thought of you and 
of the days you would live on earth. I planned out the people and 
the places I would give you. I laid out your neighbors and your 
workplace, the places you would attend school, and your family; I 
laid out enough days to do all the good works I purposed for you 
to accomplish those purposes here. I filled you with my Spirit to 
encourage and remind you and lead you. I gave you my Word so 
you would know me and know what to do. I gave you people to 
run with and people who needed me. Let’s talk about how all 
that went. 

 

Let that settle in and reflect on it a bit. What would that 
conversation be like? 

 

Enjoy these summer days and remember to rest, recreate, have 
fun and don’t forget to come to Mass, we miss you when you’re 
gone! 
 

Ad Multos Annos! 

Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor/President 
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June Meetings 

Due to start of summer, Council & School Board have not met, so there are no current updated meeting minutes. 

Annual Budget 

ST. MARY’S INCOME ACTUAL 2015-2016 BUDGET 2015-2016 BUDGET 2016-2017 

School fees/tuition $248,650 $284,000 $347,445 

Investment Income $362,553 $303,000 $345,666 

Misc. School Income $152,427 $186,000 $204,005 

TOTAL INCOME: $763,630 $773,000 $897,116 

ST. MARY’S EXPENSES    

Personnel $1,247,561 $1,257,344 $1,211,563 

Administrative $194,453 $186,900 $236,702 

Transportation/Activities $96,510 $79,050 $94,200 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,538,523 $1,523,294 $1,542,465 

NET INCOME -$774,893 -$750,294 -$645,349 

ST. PATRICK’S INCOME ACTUAL 2015-2016 BUDGET 2015-2016 BUDGET 2016-2017 

Gifts & Contributions $883,840 $943,250 $918,200 

Misc. Church/Youth Income $48,043 $95,050 $32,200 

Investment Income $158,334 $100,000 $138,334 

St. Joseph’s Amelia $5500 $7000 $6000 

TOTAL INCOME: $1,095,717 $1,145,300 $1,094,734 

ST. PATRICK’S EXPENSES    

Personnel $184,455 $187,540 $205,027 

Activity/Group $25,811 $17,000 $8500 

Administrative $204,154 $185,453 $198,997 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $414,420 $389,993 $412,524 

NET INCOME $681,297 $755,307 $895,737 

Miscellaneous school 

income inc ludes 

concessions, admission 

fees, fundraisers, and 

other assorted items.  

A few words of explanation regarding the numbers of the budgets above.  The Administrative Expense lines for St. 

Mary’s & St. Patrick’s are both significantly higher next year, as they are more accurately represented. The Activity/

Group Expense line under St. Patrick’s Expenses is lower this year because we have moved the line items for retreats 

& youth to the school budget lines, because the expenses are primarily incurred by St. Mary’s students & any other 

costs are typically self-funded.  Also to note, in net income, the negative balance of the school is made up by the St. 

Patrick’s parish positive, as well as specified gifts and bank accounts that are kept separately, i.e. car raffle, $10,000 

raffle, CDs, maintenance account, etc.  

ST. JOSEPH’S INCOME ACTUAL 2015-2016 BUDGET 2015-2016 BUDGET 2016-2017 

Contributions $28,674 $25,700 $26,840 

Other operating revenue $12,385 $3100 $4750 

TOTAL INCOME: $41,059 $28,800 $31,590 

ST. JOSEPH’S EXPENSES    

Personnel $6,000 $7,000 $13,840 

AAF Tax (Diocesan) $2827 $3000 $2827 

Administration $15,180 $12,350 $10,822 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $24,007 $22,350 $27,489 

NET INCOME $17,052 $6,450 $4,101 



An Everyday Steward is “Accountable”                 Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 
Taken from a book & blog entitled “Everyday Stewardship” by Tracy Earl Welliver. 

What happens when people are allowed to do anything they want without any repercussions? A monster is created. Have 

you seen the parents who never correct or chastise their children? How about the person who keeps bullying others 

without anybody standing up to him? Then there are institutions like banks and corporations that continually scam the 

public without even so much as getting a slap on the wrist! The problem is a lack of accountability. Also, unfortunately, 

without accountability a person has no chance of changing. 

 

In a Year of Mercy, certainly this is the time to give people the opportunity to repent and change. But often times 

without a person or community that holds them accountable, people never find the incentive to change. Even after one 

is held accountable, there should be assistance in trying to turn over a new leaf and become better. 

Being accountable is a primary characteristic of an Everyday Steward. We must always be willing to accept that we just 

might be like a fig tree that is bearing no fruit. The Good News is that if we are willing to have that pointed out to us, 

we have the chance to change. A stewardship way of life is not easy and it does not happen overnight. At times, we will 

find ourselves in need of good gardening tactics involves fertilization and watering. The sad reality is that we live in a 

world, and even sometimes a Church, where accountability is seen has harsh or judgmental. However, we let ourselves 

and others down by not helping each other see the reality of our actions. Would you want to be that fruitless fig tree 

that gets cut down without a chance to grow? That would be really harsh. Let’s help one another to be the best 

stewards and disciples we can be. 

Development Updates 
I am putting to work some of my classes already, as I work with Mr. Havranek & Father Starman to get our marketing 
approach a little more stream-lined here!  We are having a  crest developed for St. Patrick’s that would be similar in 
nature to the St. Mary’s crest, and having a logo created that would be the ‘official’ one for both St. Patrick’s & St. 
Mary’s, in an effort to unify the multitude of styles that are out there.  For example, we are narrowing down to one 
type of letterhead & envelope for the school & the parish, as well as working on our websites to make them work 
together more fluidly.   
 

Just a brief update from our “Seeing the Present, Building the Future” campaign.  We began in fall of 2014 with a 3 year 
campaign (2015-2018) which brought in just over $1.8 million in pledges.  To date, we have collected approximately 72% 
of these pledges, just over $1.3 million.  I want to thank you for your commitment to our schools & parish, and your 
follow-through with your pledges.  I am very hopeful that in a short year and a half, I can say we received 100% plus of 
what was pledged! 
 

 It is getting to be time to be thinking about Parish Auction again, and I am looking for a couple of people that would 
like to serve on that committee.  It is not nearly as daunting as it may sound (or maybe once was) but does require a 
time commitment of about one meeting a month beginning in July or August and more like weekly in October, 
coordinating solicitors for the event, and beginning available the first weekend of November to help with overseeing the 
auction.  This is a great committee to work with, and I’d love to have you if you’re interested!  Please call or email me!   
 

Other summer projects that are being worked on includes organizing & updating databases, and doing some moving of 
offices to allow more space & efficiency!   
 

Blessings,  

Jennifer Wallwey, Development Director 

Bleacher Project 

Our bleacher installation for the high school gym  is 

just around the corner, as they are set to be installed 

in July over an approximately two week period.  Many 

thanks to the  more than 100 generous donors who 

have given nearly $40,000 towards this project. If you 

would like to give to this project, please contact Sue 

Pongratz at 340-2524.  

Welcome Father Knecht! 

We welcome Fr. Marcus E. Knecht as our new parochial 
vicar. Fr. Knecht was ordained on June 4th at the Cathe-
dral of Saint Cecilia by Archbishop Lucas. We will have a 
formal welcome reception for him sometime later in Ju-
ly. In the meantime I know that you will make him feel 
welcome in our communities, and be patient with him as 
he learns “the ropes.” We are blessed to have a newly 
ordained priest to “break-in”…we just can’t “break him.” 

☺ Welcome Fr. Knecht! (For those who are wondering, 

it’s pronounced Connect!) 
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Would you prefer to receive this newsletter/calendar via email, so you can print it out yourself? We 

would be glad to put you on an email only list for this monthly newsletter. Please contact Jennifer at 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com to have your email address added to the list! 

Newsletter Sponsors  
Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the 

cost of a monthly newsletter?  It costs us approximately 

$175 to send out this monthly newsletter, and we would 

greatly appreciate sponsors to off-set these expenses.  

Please contact Jennifer at 402-336-1602 or 

jennifermwallwey@gmail.com.  Thank you!   

 

Donations are still very much needed for our annual 

youth rummage sale fundraiser.  You can drop off 

your items between 8 am & 12 pm, and 1 to 4 pm in 

the St. Mary’s commons.  Please call the Parish 

Office at 336-1602 if you need help unloading.   

And once you’re done donating — mark your 

calendar for the shopping.  Remember, one man’s 

junk is another man’s treasure! 


