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Statement of purpose 
 

Shalom, and thanks for purchasing one of our “Torah Time Live!” Parashah 
play programs [TTL].  The teaching materials you’ll find inside are just a few of 
Kikayon Productions’ “turn-key solutions” to Jewish education.  This means we 
strive to provide you all the tools you need at your fingertips for a successful 
lesson or program geared toward Hebrew school children grades 5 and up.   

Writer and producer David J. Smolar began writing and crafting the “Torah 
Time Live!” plays as early as 1995, and these plays have been performed by 
countless students and participants, kids and adults, ever since, in synagogues, 
Hebrew schools, summer camps, and community fundraisers.  By performing the 
Torah stories rather than have a teacher stand in front and teach them to a group, 
participants and students absorb the story, internalizing it in a way that allows 
them to recall it later. 

Each play covers a different Torah portion, providing a funny yet informative 
teleplay that students love to perform.  At the start, you’ll see a chart listing useful 
information, all the characters’ names, both in English and in the transliterated form 
used throughout the play, along with proper pronunciation guides for each name.  
This way, you can be sure that everyone is pronouncing the names of the 
characters exactly as they appear in the Torah.   

Inclusion and outreach are paramount in our minds in creating our plays and 
programs.  We know that not every student is a strong reader or feels like 
participating every time there’s a fun play to perform.  In the opening chart, you’ll 
also learn in which scenes each character appears and how many lines of dialogue 
they have, making it simple to divvy up the parts.  There are even suggestions of 
non-speaking roles for kids who just want to pantomime.  And throughout the play, 
you’ll see that each line of dialogue is numbered, making it that much easier to 
indicate where the group is during a reading in case someone comes in late or an 
actor loses their place. 

As for the material, in addition to the play covering various stories or mitzvot 
taught by in the parashah, each play includes a “public service announcement” 
[PSA] in the middle.  This break from the action provides another episode in the 
continuing adventures of Mitzvah Man, who appears each time to break up a spat 
between two siblings, Tzipi and Shlomo.  When one’s obnoxious behavior pushes 
the other’s breaking point, Mitzvah Man appears to stop the selfishness, wisely 
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point out what’s wrong with this picture, then teach the kids about a middah, a 
moral lesson or ethic that seem to be missing.  This part of the play may go by 
quickly but can provide a great opportunity for further discussion afterwards. 

Following each TTL play are a series of thought questions, touching on 
aspects of the stories covered in the play as well as the ethical lesson of the PSA.  
Feel free to use these questions as you like, either as a review of the Torah story to 
make sure the participants absorbed the information or as a jumping off point for 
deeper dives into the moral lessons of the parashah.  We hope you’ll see how 
these plays can be used for various types of programming, covering anything from 
a fun ½ hour diversion to a full Torah-oriented activity. 

 
Variations of use 

As you’ll find out at our website, the TTL Parashah play programs can serve 
a variety of venues: 

 
● Synagogue, as the centerpiece of Shabbat or holiday junior congregation 

services; 
● Hebrew school, as a great classroom teaching tool where kids can just grab the 

play, figure who’s playing what, and act it out with no preparation needed; 
● Jewish summer camps and retreat centers, as a fun drama activity that can 

happen anywhere, for the group or for an audience, especially as a great RAINY 
DAY ACTIVITY; 

● Retirement and convalescent homes, where teens or grown-ups can use the 
materials with little or no preparation as fun and respectful entertainment for 
residents and patients; 

● Or at home, for holiday parties or family celebrations or just a fun way for kids 
to act out and burn off energy while learning Torah. 

 

 At Kikayon Productions, we create experiential and interactive products for 
Jewish learning, holidays, and special events.  We call our method “Education 
through Entertainment."  And we use plays, improv, art, song, and even food as 
non-frontal tools for learning.  Our teaching materials guide adult leaders and teen 
mentors through fun and engaging activities while maintaining decorum within an 
age-appropriate context.  Our holiday texts and prayer books offer engaging and 
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insightful elements for worship and celebrations.  And we offer all kinds of 
products and services for your shul's special events, from custom-made original 
plays and musicals to leading interactive and creative learning workshops at your 
institution. 

 
This week’s parashah:  “Pinchas” including Torah stories told in Numbers 
26:28-27:11 

 

Mitzvah Man middah:  Hod – a feeling of self-respect 
 

TTL play synopsis:   

In this episode, the Israelites figure out who’s who, who gets what, and 
where they’re headed.  And in our PSA, the kids learn that being a slob is kind of 
gross for everyone in the house. 
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THE CAST        

Characters Pronunciation Hebrew 
Name 

English 
Name Description Scenes Lines Cast 

Member 

Moshe Mo-SHEH ֹמֶשה Moses Leader of the Israelites 1, 2 40  

Aharon Aha-ROHN אֲַהֹרן Aaron Head of the Tabernacle 1, 2 36  

Elazar El-a-ZAHR אֶלְעָזָר Elazar Aharon’s son 1, 2 32  

Ted   Ted Just a couple of 
Israelites 

1 13  

Bob   Bob 1 10  
Shlomo SH’LO-mo  ְהֹמלֹׁש Solomon The brother 

PSA 

15  
Tzipi TZI-pee צִיפִי Birdie The sister 15  

Mitzvah 
Man  ַמר ִמצְוָה Mr. Mitzvah The superhero 10  

Noah NO-ah נֹעָה Noah Two of five famous 
daughters 

1, 2 16  

Milkah MIL-kah ִמלְּכָה Milkah 1, 2 18  

Tirtzah Tir-TZAH ִּתְרצָה Tirtzah Two more of five 
famous daughters 

2   

Choglah Chog-LAH ָחגְלָה Choglah 2   
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Narrator:  And now, hold onto your Torah…it’s TORAH TIME LIVE!!!  [*raucous 
applause*] 
 
Opening theme:  to the tune of “On Top of Old Smoky” 
 

We’ll read from the Torah 
We’ll learn from the scrolls 
And hear the best story 
We’ve ever been told 

Before we get antsy 
Let’s take a new look 
At what we find this week 
When we open the Book 
 

So if you love the Torah 
From the books one through five 
Let’s act out together 
At Torah Time Live!  [applause]

 
Scene 1 
Narrator: When last we left our heroes, the Israelites stood on the shores of the 

Jordan River, readying for battle.   
 
Moshe:  Look, it's very simple.  We just need to see how many of us there are now. 
Aharon:  After all, our Creator promised our ancestors we'd be a mighty multitude.  

So we have to make sure that promise has been kept…or else. 
Moshe:  Or else what? 
Aharon:  Oh yeah, you're right. 
Moshe:  We really don’t know how many Israelites there are now.   
Elazar: Remember the spies who lied about there being giants in the Promised 

Land?  Everyone who believed them was supposed to die in the desert. 
Aharon:  But there are giants in the Holy Land.  We just fought against King Sichon 

and King Og, and they were both giants. 
Elazar: Ohhhhgg. 
Aharon: Ohhhgg? 
Elazar: OOOOHHHHGG! 
Aharon: That was fun. 
Moshe:  Yes, they were the last giants, and now they're gone, and that's that.  OK? 
Elazar:   Alright, sorry.  Wait, where were we? 
Moshe:  Look, there's thousands of us out here so let's just do this counting and 

get it right the first time, alright?  We're almost halfway done.  Now, which 
tribe is next? 

Aharon:  Um, the tribe of M’nasheh. 
Elazar:   What tribe of M’nasheh? 
Aharon:  M’nasheh, son of Joseph. 
Elazar:  You mean “Yoseif.” 
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Aharon: I mean a lot of things. 
Elazar:   But Yoseif was one of the original children of Israel.  Why isn't there a tribe 

of Yoseif? 
Moshe:  Yoseif had 2 sons, M’nasheh and Efrayim.  They each have a tribe. 
Elazar:  That doesn't really answer the question. 
Aharon:  I think the plan was to have 12 tribes, but the tribe of Levi ended up 

running the Mishkan, the temporary Temple here, so we needed to double 
up. 

Moshe:  Is this what you do when I say we're in a hurry to finish this? 
Elazar:   I never heard you say that. 
Moshe:  I was thinking it. 
Elazar:   Oh.  Got it. 
Aharon:  Next! 
Bob:   Hi, I'm Bob. 
All:   Hi Bob! 
Bob:   I'm from the family of Sh'mida, son of Gil'ad, son of Machir, son of 

M’nasheh. 
Moshe:  Understood. 
Bob:   Son of Yoseif. 
Aharon: We got that part, thanks. 
Bob:   Then I'll just stop there. 
Aharon: Next! 
Ted:   Hey all.  I'm Ted. 
All:   Hi Ted! 
Ted:   That's Ted, from the family of Cheilek, son of Gil'ad, son of Machir, son of 

M’nasheh. 
Bob:   Son of Yoseif. 
Ted:   Well, yeah, son of Yoseif. 
Elazar:  We know, we know. 
Ted:   Son of Yoseif, son of Israel, whose name was Ya’akov, son of Frank. 
Moshe: Sorry, what? 
Aharon:  Where did you get Frank? 
Ted:   What do you mean? 
Elazar:  Ya’akov's father was Isaac, and his father was Avraham. 
Aharon:  Get with the program. 
Ted:   So we're not descended from Frank Sinatra? 
Bob:   Wait, I think I got this.  Did Stan tell you that? 
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Ted:   Yeah.  We were at the Sons of M’nasheh induction party at the club, and 
he leans over during dessert and says, "Y'know what?  You're related to 
the famous singer, Frank Sinatra." 

Bob:   Not true.  He's pulling your leg. 
Ted:   Seriously? 
Bob:  He told me my great-great-uncle was Harry Potter. 
Ted:   Dude, that's awesome! 
Moshe: Let's just say I'm glad you're not M’nasheh's only descendent. 
Elazar:  How much more is there? 
Aharon:  Well, my chart says Gil'ad had 6 sons.  And we're only counting the sons 

anyway. 
Elazar:  That's not cool. 
Aharon:  This census tells us who'll be fighting in the wars when we cross the 

Jordan. 
Elazar:   So the women won't fight?  Uncle Moshe, can you vouch for this? 
Moshe:  I am totally not in the middle of this.  I can see that train a-comin', and I 

am jumping off the tracks. 
Bob:   Sounds edgy. 
Ted:   I'm in. 
Elazar:   So what would happen if someone had only daughters instead of sons?  

Where would you be then? 
Milkah:  *knock knock*  Excuse me, everyone. 
Aharon:  Oh no, don't tell me. 
Noah:   We're from the family of Cheifer, from the tribe of M’nasheh, and we've 

got a bone to pick…with you! 
Elazar:   She's pointing at you, Dad. 
Aharon: No, son, you're one in charge now. 

 
Narrator:  Will the women rock the census?  Is everyone overreacting just a tad?  

And where is Tad anyway?  Stay tuned for another dose of SML after 
this word from Mitzvah Man. 

 
Scene:  Mitzvah Man 
Shlomo:   OK, the candles are lit, the food is ready in the oven, and we have 

all the presents wrapped up. 
Tzipi:   Oh, joy.    
Shlomo:   Tzipi, I sense you're not really into this whole anniversary thing. 
Tzipi:   Why are we making a dinner for Mom and Dad for their 

anniversary?  Why can't they just go out like everyone else? 
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Shlomo:   Because we're doing something nice for them, for a change. 
Tzipi:   However do you mean?  I do nice things for them all the time. 
Shlomo:   You mean, like taking Mom's keys and joyriding in the car?  

Grabbing Dad's credit card and parking it in front of the Shopping 
Channel when he's out of town? 

Tzipi:   They are our parents.  They deserve a challenge. 
Shlomo:   They deserve a break, and that's what they're getting. 
Tzipi:   What I'm doing is enriching their lives with memories of parenting 

that they'll cherish for – 
Shlomo:   What you're doing is being horrible at every turn.  I mean, you could 

lift a finger to help. 
Mitzvah Man:  Wouldn’t hurt. 
Both:   Mitzvah Man! 
Mitzvah Man:  Kids, today I'm talking about hod.  Hod is about finding your inner 

glory, your self-respect. 
Shlomo:   You mean, a sense of self-worth that Pig-Pen over here is missing? 
Tzipi:   Hey, not cool, bro. 
Mitzvah Man:  Tzipi, you are so much better than this.  To do something nice – 

cleaning up, washing up, dressing up, all for the pride of your 
parents – isn't really such a burden.  But it shows love and respect. 

Shlomo:   Turkey time minus 30 seconds… 
Tzipi:   So, what you're saying is that, because I'm their daughter, I'm a 

reflection of them.   
Mitzvah Man:  Just as each person is a reflection of their Creator.   
Tzipi:   So when I do something, good or bad, it's actually a mark on them 

as well as me? 
Mitzvah Man:  Right.  You must dig deep within yourself to find the divine spark 

that guides us all.  Only then will you know why you're here and 
what the Almighty expects of you.  *whoosh* 

Shlomo:   Man, he's getting deeper every time. 
Tzipi:   I understand better now.  I'm going to put on some rouge, eyeliner, 

and bright red lipstick. 
Shlomo:   Very nice. 
Tzipi:   It shows I'm a reflection of Dad. 
Shlomo:   Well, I'd watch the wording on that one. 
 
Scene 2 
Narrator:  We now return you to Parshat Pinchas, already in progress.   
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Moshe:  So, starting over.  Yoseif has a son named M’nasheh – 
Elazar:  And Efrayim – 
Aharon:  Yes, but that's not what we're talking about. 
Moshe:  So.  Yoseif, et cetera, and eventually comes the family of Cheifer.  Am I 

good? 
Noah:   You're doing great. 
Moshe:  So Cheifer has only one son, named Tz’lofechad.  Correct? 
Milkah:  And he was our dad. 
Moshe:  And he had 5 daughters? 
Noah:  There's us plus Tirtzah, Michlah, and Choglah. 
Milkah:  But we're representin'. 
Elazar:  Yes you are, sister! 
Moshe:  OK, so we've reached a Jewish quandary, I think. 
Elazar:  Yeah, you're in a pickle now. 
Moshe: Don’t help. 
Aharon:  This census isn't just about the army, is it, Moshe? 
Noah:   We know.  We know everything. 
Milkah:  You're also figuring out who gets which pieces of land when we cross the 

river. 
Moshe:  Well, who gets what will be determined in a lottery. 
Elazar:  That's awesome!  Maybe I'll win a car. 
Aharon:  He means we'll break down the map into different areas, making sure 

there's fertile land for planting in each area. 
Moshe:  But we'll be giving the bigger tribes the larger sections of land.  And some 

of the tribes already said they'd rather just stay on this side of the Jordan. 
Noah:   Well, we've been sitting here for a while now anyway. 
Milkah:  That's not the point, Noah.   
Noah:   Tell them, sister. 
Milkah:  This is about justice.  You all keep saying that family names get passed 

down through men.  The men inherit tents and businesses and 
possessions and all kinds of things. 

Noah:   So we won't be able to keep anything in the family just because we're 
women? 

Milkah:  THAT…is what THIS…is ABOUT. 
Moshe:  [pause]  Be right back. 
Aharon:  Wow, he almost never does that. 
Elazar:  Where did he go? 
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Aharon:  Into the mishkan.  Come on, son, you're taking over the whole service in 
there.  Don't tell me you don't know – 

Milkah:  Can we get some answers here? 
Noah:   Milkah, let's not get too huffy.   
Moshe:  I'm back! 
ALL:   We see! 
Moshe:  The Creator of the universe, all-knowing and eternal, totally saw this 

coming. 
Elazar:   I think we all did. 
Milkah:  So what's the deal? 
Moshe:  If there's no guys around and only daughters to inherit a family's stuff, 

then that's the way it is. 
Noah:   Well, it's a step forward, I think. 
Moshe:  But the tribes still get passed along through the men, the husbands.   
Aharon:   So if a woman is in charge of the family but marries someone then her husband takes over everything? 
Milkah:  What?! 
Elazar:  I think it only applies if she marries someone in another tribe. 
Noah:   Well, I can see that.  I mean, if I own 20 acres in the Negev and meet and 

marry a guy in the Golan, how can I keep running my farm down there and 
live way in the mountains in the north?  

Aharon: OK, for the sake of us at least settling this new Promised Land, it makes 
some sense. 

Moshe:  If a man dies with no male heirs, and he has daughters, they get his stuff.  
If he has no daughters, his brothers get his stuff.  

Milkah:  So what if – 
Moshe:  Then it goes to his father's family, his uncle's family.   
Elazar:  Yeah, but – 
Moshe:  Look, the land and the stuff stay in the family.  He came from somewhere, 

didn't he?  So it stays in the family.  The end.  Each tribe is getting a share 
in the Holy Land, so we're trying to keep those shares stable through the 
generations. 

Noah:   Oh, OK. 
Milkah:  OK…for now.  But only for now. 
Aharon:  Great.  Everyone is happy and we can move on to the rest of – 
Elazar:  But what if there's a war? 
Milkah:  You're raising an army, aren't you? 
Elazar:  Oh, right.  But what if there's a civil war, and the tribes fight each other, 

and the land gets all mishmashed? 
Aharon:  I think someone needs a “Time Out.” 
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Elazar:  But you said I'm taking over the Temple! 
Moshe:  Not for the next 15 minutes. 
Milkah:  So good, then we get to keep our inheritance, as long as one of us never, 

ever gets married. 
Noah:   Might be more than one. 
 
Narrator:  And so, the stage was set for the Israelites' first step into a larger world. 
 
Next week:  Don’t mess with Moshe Rabbeinu! 

 
 
Closing theme:  to the tune of “On Top of Old Smoky” 
 

We read from the Torah 
We learned from the scrolls 
We heard the best story 
We’ve ever been told 

But we have to do kiddush 
This parashah is done 
We bet that the next one 
Will be even more fun 

So if you love the Torah 
From the books one through five 
Come join us here next time 
For Shabbat Morning Live! 

 
QUESTIONS:  

1. How does counting something make it special? 

2. In what ways were Milkah and Noah respectful in presenting their case? 

3. How does someone demonstrate their hod to the world?  Can you do so 
without speaking? 
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Preferred Transliteration Key 

Note re: Vowels – the first letter in each option is standard, the second is phonetic.  

For anything, consistency within a document or set of documents is the highest priority. 

A or AH   ָא א 
 א  

 L ל  (nothing) א 
 M מ/ם  B ּב 

AI or IE 

י  ב V  נ/ן N  א 
 S ס  G ג 

I or EE 
 ד D  ע or (nothing) ’  יא   א   

 P ּפ  H ה 
EI or AY 

יא   א      F פ/ף  V ו 
 TZ צ  Z ז 

E or EH 
 ח CH or H  ק K  ֶא א   

 R ר  T ט 
O or OH 

 י Y  ׁש SH  ֹא אֹו 
 S ׂש  K ּכ 

U or OO 

 KH or  ת T  אּו א  
CH or H 

 כ/ך

Standard: ’ 
or (nothing)  
Phonetic: ih 
or (nothing) 

 א  
      

NOTES: 

* Silent Hei (at the end of the word): Including the H is preferred (lamah) but if you leave it off (lama), 

be consistent. 

** Dagesh: Doubling mid-word letters with a dagesh is optional (k’hillah / k’hilah are both acceptable), 

but be consistent throughout. 
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