
26For just as the body without the spirit 

is dead, so also faith without works is 

dead.  (James 2:26) 

Those who are saved by God’s 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ 
are to actively do good works that 
demonstrate God’s love without 
showing partiality. 



15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in 
need of daily food, 16and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” 
and yet you do not give them what is necessary 
for their body, what use is that? 17Even so faith, 
if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

(James 2:15-17) 

James exhorts us to be aware of 
and care for our brothers and 
sisters in the family of God who 
are in need of help. 



Watch Your Tongue 
(James 3:1-12) 



This you know, my beloved brethren. 

But everyone must be quick to 

hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; 
(James 1:19) 



Let not many of you become teachers, 
my brethren, knowing that as such we 
will incur a stricter judgment. (James 3:1) 

SERIOUSNESS 
of the Problem of the Tongue 

Stricter judgment from God 
for what teachers say. 



For we all stumble in many ways. If 
anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able to 
bridle the whole body as well. 

(James 3:2) 

SCOPE 
of the Problem of the Tongue 

No one is perfect in what they say; 
we all stumble. 



Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am 

ruined! Because I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord of hosts.”  (Isaiah 6:5) 



3Now if we put the bits into the horses’ 
mouths so that they will obey us, we direct 
their entire body as well. 4Look at the ships 
also, though they are so great and are 
driven by strong winds, are still directed by 
a very small rudder wherever the inclination 
of the pilot desires. 5So also the tongue is a 
small part of the body, and yet it boasts of 
great things.  (James 3:3-5a) 

SIZE 
of the Problem of the Tongue 

The tongue is small but powerful. 



3Now if we put the bits into the horses’ 

mouths so that they will obey us, we 

direct their entire body as well. 



4Look at the ships also, though they 

are so great and are driven by strong 

winds, are still directed by a very small 

rudder wherever the inclination of the 

pilot desires. 



5So also the tongue is a small part of 

the body, and yet it boasts of great 

things. 



See how great a forest is set aflame by 
such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a 
fire, the very world of iniquity; the 
tongue is set among our members as 
that which defiles the entire body, and 
sets on fire the course of our life, and 
is set on fire by hell.  (James 3:5b-6) 

STRENGTH 
of the Problem of the Tongue 

What we say can control our life. 



Death and life are in the power of the 

tongue, and those who love it will eat 

its fruit. (Proverbs 18:21) 

 

He who guards his mouth and his 

tongue, guards his soul from troubles. 
(Proverbs 21:23) 



And the tongue is a fire, the very world 
of iniquity; the tongue is set among 
our members as that which defiles the 
entire body, and sets on fire the 
course of our life, and is set on fire by 
hell.  (James 3:6) 

SOURCE 
of the Problem of the Tongue 

The uncontrolled tongue is from 
hell itself. 



7For every species of beasts and birds, of 
reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed 
and has been tamed by the human race. 
8But no one can tame the tongue; it is a 
restless evil and full of deadly poison. 
9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse men, who have been 
made in the likeness of God; 10from the 
same mouth come both blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things ought 
not to be this way.  (James 3:7-10) 

SOURCE of the Problem of the Tongue 

The uncontrolled tongue is from hell itself. 



SOLUTION 
to the Problem of the Tongue 

Change the source to have a 
God-controlled tongue. 

11Does a fountain send out from the 

same opening both fresh and bitter 

water? 12Can a fig tree, my brethren, 

produce olives, or a vine produce 

figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.  
(James 3:11-12) 



16“You will know them by their fruits. 

Grapes are not gathered from thorn 

bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 
17So every good tree bears good fruit, 

but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A 

good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor 

can a bad tree produce good fruit. 
19Every tree that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 20So then, you will know them by 

their fruits.”  (Matthew 7:16-20) 



25Therefore, laying aside falsehood, 

speak truth each one of you with his 

neighbor, for we are members of one 

another. 26Be angry, and yet do not sin; 

do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, 27and do not give the devil an 

opportunity. . . . 29Let no unwholesome 

word proceed from your mouth, but 

only such a word as is good for 

edification according to the need of the 

moment, so that it will give grace to 

those who hear.  (Ephesians 4:25-29) 



30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 

by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31Let all bitterness and 

wrath and anger and clamor and 

slander be put away from you, along 

with all malice. 32Be kind to one 

another, tender-hearted, forgiving each 

other, just as God in Christ also has 

forgiven you.  (Ephesians 4:30-32) 


