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Our Citizenship 
 
I am currently in the process of renewing my Green 
Card. This is something that I need to do every ten 
years, and I am doing this now because my card 
has expired in March. Don’t worry, I will not be 
deported. This is not handled like a visa. It is an 
identification card; proof of my immigration status. 
     The joke at our church is that the Japanese 
speaking pastor has American citizenship, and the 
English speaking pastor has Japanese citizenship. I 
have continued to maintain my Japanese citizenship 
just in case God should call me to minister in Japan. 
Beyond that, I really don’t have a reason for not 
becoming an American citizen. 
     Not being a citizen of the U.S. means that I 
cannot be a part of this year’s elections; I cannot 
vote. The privilege of voting is something I do not 
have as a resident alien. 
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Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” (John 14:6)  Jesus is the Upward Way! 

LET US PRAISE, PRAY, AND PARTICIPATE 
“pray at all times in the Spirit, . . . , be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18) 

● Let us pray for daily strength and God’s continual 
care of: Vic Bocaya (pancreas), Ed Akamatsu, Kenneth 
Dunn, Rev. Shinichi & Shizu Fukiage, Gay Higashi, Yo 
Honda, Guy Kiyoi, Grace Kodama, Hideko Piazza, 
Tom & Aya Segawa, Dorothy Sue, Kiyo Uda, Raymond 
Uyeda, and Rose Uyeji. Please also remember Pastor 
Okura in your prayers during his sabbatical (March 28 
to April 28). 
 
● Let us continue to pray for the following missionaries: 
Pastor Roy & Nancy and Joseph Toma (JEMS 
missionaries in Iwakuni, Japan), Daniel “DJ” & Rumiko 
Pettit (TCU in Chiba), Kevin & Nozomi West (Kansai 
area), Reo Yoshida (Orange County), Brent & Irina 
(Turkey; visiting the U.S. during May and June), Rev. 
John Katagi (South America; started kidney dialysis), 
Mike Fox (Athletes in Action), and Tomo Ito (RUF at 
Emory University). Please also pray for our Japan 
ministry friends: Rev. & Mrs. Hideyo Ando (Kita-
Kyushu, Fukuoka), Rev. & Mrs. Hitotsugu Chiba 
(Kesennuma), The Jon Junker Family (Nagano), 
Pastor & Mrs. Adriano Kuroki (Toyohashi), Rev. Tatsuo 
Nakazawa (Minami Sanriku), Paul & Rie Mizuki 
(JEMS), and The Joseph Kim Family (work with 
Genesis College). Please pray for Shira Walker who 
left for Japan on April 14 to do missions work with 
SEND International. Please also pray for Burton & Kat 
Sue who have begun the application process of 
possibly going to Japan as missionaries with TEAM. 
 
● Thank you to all of you who enthusiastically made it 
out to our All Church Clean-up on March 12! Much 
was accomplished with your wonderful help. Thanks be 
to God for your response to the call to serve! 
 
● We give thanks to God for the wonderful Easter 
Celebration Picnic and Egg Hunt we enjoyed at the 
Golden Hill Park on Sunday, March 20! God brought 
many new people, and especially children, to the 
gathering. Thank you to everyone who planned, 
helped, and/or participated in the celebration, and 
special thanks go to Duane & Yurika Riggert who 
coordinated this year’s event. Let us continue to pray 
for the people who came, that seeds that have been 
planted will bear much fruit. 

● The Youth Group meets on the first Sunday and 
third Saturday of the month. The next two meetings are 
on Saturday, April 16, and Sunday, May 1. Lunch is 
provided at Sunday meetings and dinner at Saturday 
meetings from 6:30 pm, followed by a time of Bible 
study and fun games. If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Yama at (858) 220-1747. 
 
● The College and Young Adult Bible Study meets 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 7 pm. 
They are meeting at the Goon’s house (11617 Calamar 
Court, San Diego, CA 92124), and the next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, April 26. They are doing a study on 
“Prayer”. For more information, please contact Nathan 
Haseley at nsh9351@gmail.com. 
 
● The next Community Luncheon is on Wednesday, 
May 4, at 12 pm. Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support of this outreach ministry. 
 
● The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on 
Saturday, May 14, at 9 am. 
 
● On Sunday, May 15, we will have our Annual 
Business Meeting after the worship service to elect 
the Deacons and Trustees for the new fiscal year. All 
members are requested to be present at the meeting. 
Also, we are always looking for members who are 
willing to serve as a Deacon or Trustee. If you would 
like to learn more about the role and responsibility of a 
Deacon or Trustee, please talk to Pastor Ichibei. 
 
● This year’s Annual Memorial Day Church Picnic 
will be held on Sunday, May 29, at the Admiral Baker 
Park (2400 Admiral Baker Road, San Diego, CA 
92120-2325). We will begin at 10 am with worship. 
Everyone is requested to bring a main dish to share 
with others for a communal luncheon. The church will 
provide hamburger and hot dogs, and there will be 
various games and activities to enjoy as well. Please 
invite your family and friends, but please do not bring 
any pets. Please note that there will be NO worship 
service at the church facility on that day. 
 
● If you are interested in baptism or church 
membership, or would like to find out more about 

Jesus Christ, please talk to Pastor Ichibei. 

1920 E Street, San Diego, CA 92102 (E) 619-234-2697  (J) 619-234-5627  (Fax) 619-234-2625 

In Philippians 3:20-21, we are reminded that as 
Christians, our citizenship is in heaven. Our Savior 
Jesus Christ is in heaven, and thus our hope is in 
Him! We await His coming; a day in which He will 
establish His kingdom here on this earth. 
Meanwhile, we are resident aliens on this earth. 
     So what is the equivalent of voting for us as 
citizens of heaven? One thing is for certain, we don’t 
vote God into power. God has, is, and always will be 
on His throne in heaven! Voting for us is not done by 
filling out a ballot, but through our faith and 
obedience to God. Through our faith and obedience 
to Him, we acknowledge that He is indeed worthy to 
be our Lord and to reign over us. On this earth, we 
are commanded to pray “for kings and all who are 
in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet 
life in all godliness and dignity.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 
 

Prayerfully in Christ, Pastor Ichibei 
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