
Middle Snake Group

This is the first time in over a
decade the public gets to weigh
in, so it is important that as many
folks to attend the meetings as
possible.

You don’t need to be an expert
to participate.The meetings are
open to the public and will have
various listening stations where
agency personnel will be there
to answer questions and
document public interests and
concerns. It's that easy!

All you need is a passion for wild
salmon and steelhead recovery
and an appetite for river
restoration. 

 We have provided some sample
talking points you can use to
guide your comments.  Our
message is simple, Federal
agencies must include
comprehensive analysis on the
 breaching the four Lower Snake
River dams!

Invite others friends, family, and
neighbors to join you in
speaking out for Idaho’s wild
salmon and steelhead.

To RSVP  or receive more
information, please visit our
website
www.idaho.sierraclub.org or
reach us at 208-384-1023.  

Our wild salmon are on the brink of extinction. Scientists agree that breaching the four
Lower Snake River dams is the best possible path towards species recovery. Bountiful
salmon populations in Idaho are crucial to river ecosystem health, Puget Sound orca
whale survival, economic growth opportunity in recreation and tourism, and invaluable
cultural importance for Native American Tribes and Idahoans alike.

Barging has steeply declined.  The 4 Lower Snake dams were constructed to make
Lewiston a seaport.  The Corps of Engineers deemed the barging service provided by the
four Lower Snake River Dams a “waterway of negligible use.” Barging activity has
dropped 70 percent since 2000 and currently does not ship any lumber, logs or paper
products. In fact, no products from the 20 largest employers in the quad-city area are
moved through the barge system. Improvements to the rail infrastructure can provide
efficient transportation for local goods.

Clean energy and efficiencies can replace the negligible energy produced by the
deadbeat dams.  We can have both salmon recovery and clean energy.  Three separate
studies have shown that our region has abundant clean energy resources to replace the
energy produced by the dams while restoring our iconic salmon. Energy efficiency and
deployment of clean energy resources can meet future needs, with the additional benefits
of lower carbon emissions and local clean energy job growth.

Dam maintenance and impending repairs drain limited federal financial resources.
These 4 dams only represent 1% of the dams in the Columbia River Basin, and the cost of
maintaining the dams totals to $269 million each year. The youngest dam is 41 years old
and each will require tremendous investments, in the billions, as they continue to age. We
don’t think these deadbeat dams should continue to be subsidized with taxpayer dollars;

instead that money should be allocated to more productive dams that don’t directly
threaten endangered species.

Climate change hastens our urgency.  Salmon must have cold water to survive.  These
dams created large slack water reservoirs that increasingly warm to lethal temperatures
due to our changing climate.  Today the Lower Snake River dams are more lethal than
ever. In 2015 we lost 97% of returning salmon, and in 2016 we lost around 29% due to
higher water temperatures. Idaho salmon enjoy rivers that are cold, high-elevation, and
many are protected. Many scientists have identified these fish as crucial to protect with
impending climate impacts!

Dam removal will restore 140 miles of the Snake River. The removal of the four Lower
Snake River dams would restore over 140 miles of the Snake River ecosystem, giving
salmon and steelhead a chance to once again thrive. Recent dam removals in the Pacific
Northwest have been amazingly successful and shown that we can restore wild fish
populations, recover riparian habitat, restoring wild fish, increase recreational
opportunities, and spur economic revitalization.

Idaho Public Scoping Meeting Schedule: 

Wednesday October 26th, 4pm to 7 pm
Priest River Community Center
5399 Hwy 2, Priest River, ID

Thursday, October 27th,  4 pm to 7 pm
Kootenai River Inn Casino & Spa
7169 Plaza St., Bonners Ferry, ID

How to participate at the
Public Scoping Meetings

Wednesday, November 16th, 4 pm to 7 pm
Red Lion Hotel Lewiston, Seaport Room
621 21st St., Lewiston, ID

Tuesday, November 29th, 4 pm to 7 pm
The Grove Hotel, Evergreen Room
245 S Capital Blvd., Boise, ID

Sample Talking Points


