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LOOKING AHEAD 
Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New Year  

  The BBD team wants to thank you for your continuing friendship and 
support, and to offer you all our best wishes for a happy and prosperous 
2016.

Our sector keeps growing. In BBD, we like to use the benchmark of teacher numbers to track 
how much growth we have seen. 

• In the year 2000, there were just 90,000 teachers in international schools and today there are 
roughly 350,000

• Forecasters predict we will reach 750,000 by 2024 and, for the record, the total teacher 
workforce in the UK is only 470,000
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Of course, the potential market is much, much 
larger. Education is the world’s second largest 
industry, valued at over 7 trillion dollars and, 
slowly and surely, we will see the private sector 
component expand. 

We are proud to have clients with schools that 
are distributed from Europe, through the Middle 
East and south Asia, all the way to the Far East. 
Last year, we saw:

• our various clients and close friends open 
three new international schools, two in the 
UAE and one in Egypt

• a successful pitch for a new school licence 
in Singapore

• the flow of six new Academic Plans for 
future openings 

• expansion for a leading publisher in the 
region, taking on added senior staff

• the growth of our database of more than 
2000 teachers, ready-to-teach

• clients winning the open competition for the 
first two new schools to go into Lusail City, 
the world cup venue being built in Qatar

• sustained growth in three school groups 
who are close to us – one in Egypt, one in 
Turkey and the other running through the 
Middle East, India, south-east Asia and all the way round to Japan

• growth for three large investment groups on a series of highly-
promising acquisitions and deals

• the production of two new books, one on the growth of the 
international sector (with ECIS and the Royal Society for the Arts) and 
the other on the practical challenges of building low-cost school groups 
in Africa, India and through the Far East (to be published shortly)

And this list leaves out perhaps the most enjoyable at of our work, which is 
the everyday educational, HR and marketing support we provide to our 
long-term friends and clients. 

As we enter the New Year, we would like to draw your attention to our new website: 
www.inkeducationworld.com. As we grow, we have brought together our UK businesses (called 
INK Education) with BBD Education in the Middle East, so that we can offer even better support. 
This includes bringing in Marcel Van Miert – formerly with Nord Anglia as head of schools and, 
before that, leading the growth of Regents’ Business School in London. Marcel has a wealth of 
commercial and operational experience in schools and higher education, which makes a 
welcome addition to our team.

Most of all, we wish you a happy and prosperous year. What we all share is a passion for what 
we are doing in our schools and businesses, and a desire to make a difference in young people’s 
lives. These things drive us. And they are what will make international education Better, Broader 
and Deeper, which is always what we wanted to achieve. The BBD team wishes you a very 
Happy and Prosperous 2016.
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Our prediction for 
2016? We think it will 
be the Year of the 
Leader, when many 
thoughts - and actions 
-  turn to how we get 
the best out of our 
Principals and their 
school leadership 
teams.
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