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Color Scan
Begin

Open the color 
muse app 

Turn on 
Bluetooth for 
your iPhone 

Tap Connect 
Device

Connect 
Device

Press the wake 
button to 
initiate 
communication 
between the 
app and your 
device

Confirmation
Press the 
wake button 
again to 
confirm 
connection

Connection
The color 
muse app will 
automatically 
complete the 
connection 
process 

Calibration
With the 
protective 
cap on, tap 
calibrate 

You are now 
ready to 
begin 
scanning

Scan 
Tap the scan 
icon to scan a 
surface  

The app will 
present the 
closest color 
match in 
various 
libraries



Find Inspirations

While in the Find 
Inspirations tab, 

generate a random 
color or scan a surface 
to display schemes and 

inspirations

You can also find 
inspirations under 

any product in 
any library

Tap Inspirations to view 
professionally 

designed interiors that 
feature your scanned 

color

Tap Schemes to 
view coordinating 

and 
complementary 

colors



My Palettes
Building Palettes

Create a new palette in My 
Palettes using the plus icon, or 
select a product from any 
library to view palette actions  

Take/upload a photo(s) of the 
object or room you want to 
match colors too 

Edit or add colors/materials to 
your palettes at any time 

Share your palettes and ideas 
with clients and friends - also 
from this share (at the bottom of 
the page) download the ASE 
file for import into Adobe 
design products 

Easily create and customize as 
many palettes as you want



Quick Inspect

Scan Sample
The Quick Inspect 
feature allows you to 
cross reference colors 

The app will inform you 
of: 

The exact color 
difference between 
your sample and 
standard 
Whether the 
difference is 
perceivable by the 
human eye 

Scan Standard
Tap Scan Sample 
while your device is 
placed on the 
surface of choice 

Tap Scan Standard 
with your device on 
the comparable 
surface 

The app will display 
both colors in the 
designated 
windows

Compare
Once the standard 
and the sample have 
been scanned, the 
Delta E difference will 
appear 

Quick Inspect will 
also give a reading 
on perception of the 
difference by the 
human eye



Scan History

Scan History provides a 
chronological history of all 

your scans, all in one place.  

View your recent scans from 
that hour, last week, or go 
back to the very first scan 

you’ve ever performed. 



Product Libraries

Ever Expanding Libraries

Browse through or match your color 
scans to various brands of products, 
colors, and materials 

Choose the product library you want 
to view by tapping one of the 
categories 

These include: paints, carpets, 
leather, textiles & much more 

Under Find Products, tap the 
magnifying glass icon to search 
through a specific library with a key 
term 

Pick and choose your favorites and 
add them to existing palettes or 
create new ones
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Introduction 
Color muse is a multi-purpose tool for scanning color – paint, fabric, tile, paper; 
any flat surface with a color you’d like information about. The color muse app 
allows you to store data about your color scans, compare and analyze them, 
and use that information to begin gathering data relevant to your current project. 

The color muse app is able to take your color scans and match them to the 
most similar colors available from leading paint stores. The app can then show 
you a library of images, taken by professional decorators, showing you living 
spaces containing the exact color you’re working with. With this simple, 
powerful tool, you can find anything from carpets to curtains to lampshades in 
colors that interior designers have used to complement the paint color you’ve 
selected for a room. 

This guide will help you to get the most out of the color muse app’s component 
features, and show you how different parts of the app can be used together for 
an immersive, professional approach to building a framework around any color 
set of your choosing. Welcome to the new way of getting more details, more 
accuracy, and more inspiration from the colors around you.  



 

Navigation 
The hamburger menu at the top left of the color muse 
app contains all of the app’s main functions. Tap the icon 
to view this list, then press an item in the list to access 
the controls for each option. The rest of this guide will 
detail the uses that each function can be put to. 

The search icon �	at the top right of the color muse app’s 
home screen (the Find Products screen in the hamburger 
menu) can be used to manually locate specific product 
colors (for paints, flooring, furnishings, etc.) from major 
distributors. See the Find Products section below for 
instructions on using it to find color swatches.   



 

Inputting Colors 
 

Find Products 
On the Find Products screen, you can manually search for the colors of specific 
products from major distributors in the interior decoration industry. This is useful 
if you are working with home décor or some product you already own and want 

to match. 

Searching by Collection 

• At the top of the screen, underneath the hamburger menu, is a bar 
labelled Choose Product Collection. 

o Tap the large button on the left side of the bar (in the image above, 
it is set to All Paint) and define the category, vendor, and vendor 
collection you wish to search. 

o If you want to search all categories, vendors, or vendor collections, 
navigate to your desired list of collections and tap Select All at the 
top of the screen. 

o Finally, on the right side of the Choose Product Collection bar are 
a series of three icons (also visible in the image above). Tapping 
each of these icons will show you different ways of sorting and 
filtering your chosen range of products. 

• As you boil down the range of listed products using the Choose Product 
Collection bar, the list of thumbnails beneath the bar will become more 
attuned to the products and colors you are searching for. Scroll through 
them until you find a product or color of interest, and tap its thumbnail to 
open its detail page. See the Detail Pages category for an overview of 
your options. 

• Save this detail page to a palette for quick access in the future, and press 
the Back button at the top left of the screen to return to searching your 
sorted list. 

  



 

Searching Manually 

• Tap the search icon �	at the top right of the screen and enter the name or 
description of a product you wish to find within the list. 

• Using the manual search function after you have added some criteria to 
the Choose Product Collection bar will also limit the range of items that 
the app will display. Remove or edit the criteria in this bar if searching 
manually is showing you the wrong type of product. 

• When you have found a product or item of your interest, tap its thumbnail 
to open its detail page. See the Detail Pages category for an overview of 
your options. Save this detail page to a palette for quick access in the 
future, and press the Back button at the top left of the screen to return to 
searching.  



 

Quick Inspect 
Quick Inspect is your tool for using the color muse device to add color scans to 
the color muse app. See the Settings page for instructions on pairing the app 
and device. Once you have your color muse device connected to the app and 
calibrated, you’re ready to begin scanning swatches, creating references, and 
finding the perfect paint color. 

Standard Scanning 

Use this option when saving a new color to a palette, or when creating a 
standard to which you are going to compare other color samples. The latter 
case is useful for finding differences between two paint chips or two paint colors 
from different companies. 

• While holding color muse’s aperture flush against the standard you wish 
to scan, press Scan Standard. 

• Name the reference and save it for future use. If you wish to view the 
color information for your new scan, tap the color to view its detail page. 
See the Detail Pages category for an overview of the options on this 
page, or press the Back button at the top left of the screen to return. 

Note that because of reflectivity, there will always be a difference between a 
scanned paint chip and a scan of an actual paint sample, even if the two appear 
the same. Scanning results will always be more accurate when comparing two 
of the same type of surface. 

Sample Scanning 

Use this option to compare color samples to a previously created reference 
scan. 

• While holding color muse’s aperture flush against the sample you wish to 
scan, press Tap to Scan Sample. 

• Quick Inspect will show you the difference in ΔE (color distance) between 
the sample you scanned and the reference you are comparing it to. 

Note that if you do not have a standard that you are trying to compare a color 
to, this does not work; this option exists only for comparative purposes.  



 

Color Data 
 

Detail Pages 
The color muse app offers you two different methods of gathering information 
about colors: the Quick Inspect function, which you can use to manually scan a 
color with the color muse device, and the Find Products screen, a search 
engine for accessing the product catalogues of particular décor and apparel 
companies. See these two categories above for information on using these 
tools. 

When viewing the detail page for a specific color or item, these are your options: 

• Tap the large image at the top of the page for a full-screen view of that 
color or item. Tap the screen again to return to the detail page. 

• Scroll down to the middle of the page in order to save this page to a new 
or existing palette. 

• The Explore Color section at the bottom of the screen contains most of 
your options for analyzing and learning more about the item you are 
viewing. If, for example, you are viewing a swim suit from the Apparel 
color catalogue, you will see a thumbnail list of the colors contained in 
that swim suit along the top of the Explore Color section. Selecting one of 
these thumbnails will show you the information for that color beneath it, 
separated into two tabs: Schemes and Inspirations. 

o The Schemes tab shows you mathematically related colors along 
the color gradient, including complementary (inverse) and 
coordinated colors, using the hex value of the color you are 
viewing. Tap any of these colors to view close matches from 
apparel and décor stores, again filtered by the Choose Product 
Collection bar at the top of the page. 

o The Inspirations tab, on the other hand, pulls up a short list of 
interior photographs, taken by design professionals, which 
incorporate the color you are interested in. If you are exploring 
apparel, these will not be apparel photos, but they will still give you 
some novel color combinations to work with. Also, the range of 
primary colors which appear in each photograph will appear below 
them as thumbnails. Tapping one of these will take you to a new 
Find Products page, showing you apparel and home furnishings in 
colors that match your original search! 



 

Find Inspirations  
The Find Inspirations page is a slightly modified version of a regular detail page. 
Every detail page has an Inspirations tab, so the best way to cue up Inspirations 
relevant to a color of your choice is to use Find Products or Quick Inspect to 
input a “base” color. 

If you’re feeling lucky, though, the Find Inspirations page has a button labeled 
Generate New Inspirational Color near the top of the screen. Tap it, then check 
the photographs under the Inspirations tab at the bottom of the screen. If you 
see a color palette that you like, there will be several thumbnails beneath each 
image showing you all the colors in that palette. 

Want to save an Inspiration to your account? Tap the image, then tap Save 
Inspiration to New Palette in the menu that appears. You’ll be able to access it 
and all the color thumbnails in the palette at any time by going to My Palettes in 
the main menu. Since Find Inspirations is a lot like a regular detail page, you can 
also use the color thumbnails beneath any palette photograph to search for 
anything from clothing to couches to flooring – just tap a thumbnail and use the 
Choose Product Collection bar at the top of the new page to define your search. 

  



 

Your Color Account 
 

My Palettes 
My Palettes is home to all of the colors you’ve saved using Find Products or 
Quick Inspect. Navigation is simple; once you’ve created the palettes you need, 
you can search within them or go back through your entire scan history. 

Getting Started 

Press the      sign at the top of the page to create a new palette. Name and 
describe it, then save. Having at least one palette is a requirement before 
scanning colors and saving swatches. 

Sorting 

The center icon in the palette bar allows you to sort your palettes by name, date 
created, or date of last use. The icon on the far right lets you choose whether 
your palettes appear in a grid, or one after another with small, selectable 
thumbnails of the items within each palette. 

Scan History 
Scan History is a simple grid containing all of your scans, starting with the most 
recent and going back through the chronology of the app. Each scan is shown 
as a large thumbnail and includes the scanned color’s hex code and the date on 
which the scan was made. 

Manage Device 
View and change the connection status of your device here. Your device’s serial 
number and the options to find new devices or forget the current device are also 
listed. 

Account Options 
Tap the gear icon at the bottom of the hamburger menu to change your account 
email and password. Below the gear icon is the option to log out. 


