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MEMO TO: McKinney Mini Competitor

SUBJECT: Confirmation of Entry and Packet Pick-up Instructions
Welcome to the SECOND ANNUAL McKinney Mini Half Marathon and 5k, starting and finishing at The Beach in Craig’s Ranch in McKinney, TX on Saturday, November 8th at 7:30am. Here are important tips to make your racing experience safe, enjoyable and FUN:
1. Be sure to have a photo ID with you at packet pick-up – you may pick up for a friend but we want to note who picks up for whom.  Either relay member may pick up for the team.
2. Packet pick-ups will be at:
· TriShop (6101 Windhaven Pkwy #100, Plano, TX 75093) from 12PM until 7PM Wednesday, November 5.
· Frisco Running Company (9359 Legacy Dr, Frisco, TX 75033) from 11am to 6pm on Thursday, November 6.
· Sports Authority 3190 S Central Expy, Ste 100, Craig Crossing, McKinney, TX 75070 Friday, November 8th from 11 - 6 PM
· Race Day at The Beach, Craig Ranch 6145 Alma Rd, McKinney, TX 75070) starting at 6:30am until 7:30am.
3. At packet pick up you will receive your race bib which will have your timing chip attached – you must wear your race bib with chip to race and to be included in the results.
4. This is a very strenuous athletic event. Competitors should be adequately trained and conditioned to safely complete this event. If you are sick or have not sufficiently trained for this event, you should consider withdrawing and not competing. Further, if during the race you become ill, dehydrated or dizzy, you should stop immediately and seek the assistance of a course volunteer or emergency service personnel. 
5. Race Morning Timeline
6:00AM Race Site opens
6:25AM Twilight begins
6:30AM Race Day packet Pickup
6:52 AM Sunrise
7:30AM McKinney Mini Half and Relay starts
7:45AM 5K starts
8:45AM 5k Awards Ceremony (or sooner)
10:00 AM McKinney Mini Half Marathon Awards Ceremony (or sooner)
11:00 AM McKinney Mini Half Marathon Course CLOSES
12:00 Noon – Race site cleaned up and secure

6. Race day parking will be conveniently located to the start and the race site in areas in proximity to The Beach (Craig Ranch) – please follow the volunteers’ directions.  Please note there are other scheduled events (baseball and soccer tournaments) in the same sports complex and all will be vying for the same parking. Parking will be available at The Beach in Craig Ranch, The Michael Johnson Center, Victory Hospital on the top two floors of the parking garage and in their back parking lot, on the street along Henneman Way, and the Stars Ice Skating Rink (a short walk to The Beach). Carpooling with friends would be a great idea. 5Kers please park at the Star’s Center or the hospital parking garage and take the short walk. You will be leaving first and it will be easier to get out from those locations. We do not want cars crossing Alma thru the running lane trying to leave. Please exit via Collin McKinney to Stacey Rd.
7. The 13.1 race course has been measured and is certified by USAT&F (TX14152ETM).  The 5k course has also been measured but is not certified.  The first leg of the relay is 5.6 miles and the second leg is 7.5 miles.  If you use a Garmin (or other GPS device) they tend to measure courses long (i.e. GPS will read 1.01 or more to a measured mile).  Note: a half marathon is not 13.1 miles but actually 13.109379 miles (all those stickers on the back of cars are actually a bit inaccurate) – which equates to about 50 feet beyond 13.1.  Good to know!  For a good read on GPS vs USAT&F measured certified courses go to: http://www.clevelandmarathon.com/resources/userUploads/CertifiedCoursevsGPSAccuracy.SRV_1338321859.pdf
8. For the RELAY EXCHANGE the second team member will have to transport and locate himself or herself on the course at the Relay Exchange Point in front of Dowell Middle School (Ridge Road and Virginia). Parking will be in the McKinney YMCA (300 Ridge Road, McKinney) overflow parking lot. Runners and spectators should use the tunnel under Ridge Road to cross over to Dowell Middle School to avoid interfering with the runners and to be safe from the traffic.  The participants may use the YMCA rest rooms.
9. Police and VOLUNTEERS will be on the course to assist you in having a safe and successful race – please follow their instructions and THANK them for giving of their time.  Without them these races would never happen!!!

10. Restrooms will be located on the corner of Ridge Rd and Virginia. You will have access to them two times (approximately at 5 and 8 Miles). There will also be plenty of restrooms at The Beach.

11. On the race course there will be four water stops – since three of them will be available on both the outbound and return that equals seven water stops for half and one for 5K

· Water Stop @ 2.5K  - 5K turnaround (mile 1.553 and mile 11.77) east of the entrance to Scroggins Elementary on Stacy on the southside
· Water Stop @ Sidney Lane/South Ridge Road (mile 3.17 and mile 10.16)

· Water Stop @ Glen Oaks/South Ridge Road (mile 4.96 and mile 8.37) also Port – o – potties
· Water Stop @ 6.2 (Stonebridge Pediatrics) 
12. At 11:00am the McKinney Mini Race Course will close.  Police and volunteers will leave their posts.  Safety carriers and cones will be picked up. Roads will open up to traffic. If you choose to continue on the course you will need to stay on sidewalks and run at your own risk.
13. Finally, have a good, safe race. Let’s race hard, but race friendly. Remember that this race supports a charity and is what we do for FUN!
