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Turning Point USA club to keep 
affiliation, will continue to meet

Turning Point USA (TPUSA) is an 
organization with chapters in over 1,000 
high schools and colleges across the 
country, according to their website. The 
organization’s mission, as stated on the 
website, is to “identify, educate, train, 
and organize students to promote the 
principles of fiscal responsibility, free 
markets, and limited government.” 

Students, Josh Badzik (11) and 
Abbie Puchta (11) formed a Turning 
Point USA chapter at the high school in 
the fall. 

The school initially considered asking 
the club to remove their association with 
TPUSA, according to Mr. Matt Buis 
(Assistant Principal), and become just 
a conservative club. However, after 
consulting the district lawyer and more 
of the administration, they decided the 
club could keep the association.

“While we are aware of the 
controversial nature of Turning Point 
USA, our chapter will retain our 
affiliation with the national organization. 
We will not rebrand ourselves simply 
due to the fact that we are a political 
club. The Loveland chapter of Turning 
Point USA has the right to exist just as 
the Loveland chapters of FCA, NHS, etc. 
also have the right to exist,” Loveland’s 
TPUSA officers said in a statement to The 
Roar.    

Mr. Buis explained some of the concerns 
the administration had.

“Turning point was proposed to me. 
Initially, my reaction was ‘oh, cool. It’s a 
political club, we’re good to go.’ Then I 
started seeing some of the language that 
Turning Point used,” Mr. Buis said in 
reference to the TPUSA website.

The slogan of the organization is “big 
government sucks”. The organization 
created the “Professor Watchlist”: a 

website intended to aggregate a list of 
college professors who “advance a radical 
agenda in the lecture halls,” according to 
the website.

Turning Point USA’s website contains 
publications. One example is called 10 
Ways Fossil Fuels Improve our Lives 
which discusses “the many ways in which 
fossil fuels makes our lives safer, happier, 
and healthier.” 

Other publications include The Case 
Against Gun Control, 5 Reasons Big 

Government Is The Real War On Women, 
and 10 Ways Big Government Harms You.

According to a written statement by 
the LHS Turning Point club officers, 
“they have a message that they want 
to spread. They can spread that within 
the club. I just said you can’t go around 
putting stuff up. You’re allowed to have 
the club, but, they’re not outwardly going 
out of their way to throw their beliefs on 
others. They’re not trying to make it a big 
outspoken thing where they do protests. 
That’s not what they’re about,” Mr. Buis 
said.

Officers of the club agreed with Mr. 

Buis’ sentiments on what the club is about.
“The school administration has 

rescinded its request for us to dissociate 
with Turning Point USA, and we will 
continue to function as normal. We would 
like to make it clear, however, that our 
goal as a chapter is not to force our beliefs 
onto others by displaying controversial 
literature and materials around the school, 
but to create an opportunity for students 
who support free markets and limited 
government to discuss and share those 

beliefs. We will continue to work with 
the school administration to ensure that 
district and state policy is observed,” 
officers of the Loveland chapter said. 

TPUSA is a space to discuss and 
debate political ideologies such as 
the electoral college and presidential 
elections, according to the officers. The 
Loveland chapter has given awards, 
and shared pizza and movies around 
political discourse.

On December 15, the club awarded 
Mr. Dave Volkman (Government) the 
Intellectual Freedom Award.

“The intellectual freedom award 
is given to a teacher nominated by 
Loveland TPUSA that creates and 
fosters an environment that encourages 
free speech, free thought, and free 
expression both inside and outside of 

the classroom and encourages students to 
exercise their intellectual freedom,” Ben 
Cummins (11) said. 

Loveland’s mayor, Mark Fitzgerald 
spoke at a meeting of TPUSA on January 
19. 

The administration has expressed that a 
liberal club is also welcome assuming it 
follows the same rules. 

“I love clubs. I will never say no to 
an idea. If it’s a good idea, how can we 
make it work? Every club has something 
unique. We want kids to have as many 
opportunities in our school as possible,” 
Mr. Buis said. 

By Sam Smith
Staff writer@samwsmith33

Junior Jonah Smith awards 
Mr. Volkman (government) 
with the Intellectual 
Freedom Award. Turning 
Point USA members 
nominated teachers they 
deemed worthy of the 
award, then narrowed 
down the candidates for 
the award by voting. 

“Our goal as a chapter 
is not to force our 
beliefs onto others by 
displaying controversial 
literature and materials 
around the school, but 
to create an opportunity 
for students who 
support free markets 
and limited government 
to discuss and share 
those beliefs.”
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There was a formal induction 
ceremony for the 2016 Athletic Hall 

of Fame on Friday, January 13th. It took 
place in the gymnasium during halftime 
of the Loveland vs. Glen Este basketball 
game, followed by a reception in the media 
center after the game.

The members that were inducted consist 
of Ron Ogden (1966), Shawn Richardson 
(1989), Kevin Taylor (1972), and Samantha 
Wheeler (2010). 

Show Choir had their first two  
competitions in January on the 

14th and the 21st, followed by solo and 
ensemble on the 28th. 

The first competition took place at 
Beavercreek High School where By 

Request took first and Allure took third.
The competition on the 21st was at 

Marysville High School. The solo and 
ensemble took place at LHS. 

The 7th annual LAB Tiger Ball 
was on January 20th at the Oasis 

Conference Center from 6:00 pm to 12:00 
am. 

There was dinner, dancing, raffles, 
games, auctions and LaRosa’s snacks. 

January’s Healthy Habit from the 7 
Habits of life is “Win-Win.” 

This Habit for Fit is Fun means that “I 
win, you win, we all win.”

Visit the school’s website for more 
information on food for thought, nutrition 
and exercise. 

Prince: Known for his musical talent as 
a singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, 
and record producer, Prince was famous for 
his ostentatious stage presence, homogenous 
music, extravagant dress and makeup, and 
wide vocal range. Overall, Prince won seven 
Grammy’s and received an Academy Award 
for his film Purple Rain.

John Glenn: The first human to orbit the 
Earth was born in Cambridge, Ohio and 
served as a senator for Ohio for 25 years 
from 1974 to 1999. He was also a Colonel 
in U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.

Harper Lee: An American author most 
known for her book, To Kill A Mockingbird, 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in 2007. 

M u h a m m a d  A l i :  A l i  w a s  t h e 
heavyweight boxing champion and civil 
rights activist. He converted to Islam and 
changed his name from Cassius Marcellus 
Clay Jr. to Muhammad Ali. His life has 
been remembered for several memorials in 
his hometown of Louisville and many other 
locations around the world.

David Bowie:  A popular singer, 
songwriter and actor known for his work 
in the ‘70s was know for pushing the bar 
with the multiple characters and props he 
embodied and used on stage at his concerts.  

Alan Rickman: Rickman was an English 
actor most known for his role in the various 
Harry Potter movies as Professor Severus 
Snape. Rickman passed away last January 
of cancer.

January 
updates

Elie Wiesel: As a highly honored survivor 
of the Holocaust, Wiesel wrote a book called 
Night where he recalls his experience in the 
concentration camps. 

Jose Fernandez: Fernandez was a 
Cuban-born pitcher for the Miami Marlins 
and was killed in a tragic boating accident. 
He won Rookie of the Month award as well 
as the NL Rookie of the Year Award. 

Fidel Castro: Communist leader of Cuba 
from 1972 to 2008, he was succeeded by his 
brother Raul Castro. He was the center of 
controversy for many years for causing the 
trade embargo between the U.S. and Cuba.

George Michael: He was a solo singer, 
songwriter, and a record producer and 
member of the former music group Wham. 
The band’s song, “Wake Me Up Before 
You Go Go” reached the top of many 
countdowns across the world. As a solo 
artist, his album Faith sold over 20 million 
copies world wide. Michael was found dead 
on December 25th in his home. No cause of 
death was originally released, but later it was 
found he had heart failure. 

Carrie Fischer: She was an actress and 
writer most commonly known for her role 
as Princess Leia in Star Wars. She also 
wrote an autobiography, nonfiction books, 
and several screenplays. Fisher experienced 
a medical emergency on her flight from 
London to Los Angeles. She was in a coma 
before she passed away on December 27th. 

Debbie Reynolds: Mother of Carrie 
Fisher, an actress, singer, and writer, she 

starred in many films such as How the West 
Was Won, The Unsinkable Molly Brown, 
What’s the Matter with Helen? , Charlotte’s 
Web, Mother, and In & Out. Reynolds 
played Grace’s mother Bobbi on Will & 
Grace and Aggie Cromwell in Disney’s 
Halloweentown series. She was nominated 
and won numerous Golden Globes and 
Academy Awards and died one day after 
her daughter, Carrie.

Antonin Scalia: Scalia served as a 
Supreme Court Justice for 30 years. He 
was appointed by President Ronald Reagan. 
Scalia died in his sleep on February 12th at 
the age of 79. 

Gene Wilder: American comedian 
and actor, Wilder was most commonly 
known for his role as Willy Wonka in Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. He was 
nominated for several Golden Globe and 
Academy Awards and won a Primetime 
Emmy Award in 2003. Wilder died on 
August 29th  from Alzheimer complications. 

Dr. Harry Heimlich: A surgeon and 
medical researcher who invented the 
Heimlich Maneuver, a technique that helped 
people from choking, died in The Christ 
Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio after having a 
heart attack in his home on December 17th. 

Sir George Martin:  He was the producer 
for the iconic band The Beatles and known 
as the “Fifth Beatle” for producing all of 
the original Beatles albums. He produced 
30 number-one hits in United Kingdom and 
23 number-one hits in the United States. 

In Memorium: 2016

By Request performs “Crazy 
= genius” at the Beavercreek 
competition. The group took 
first overall. 

Photo by Jon Parker

By Alyssa James

@alyssaajames Staff Writer

(From left to right) Antonin Scalia: Photo courtesy of Wikimedia, David Bowie: Flickr, Carrie Fisher: 
Wikimedia, Alan Rickman: Flickr, John Glenn: Wikimedia, George Michael: Wikimedia, Fidel Castro: 
Wikimedia, Debbie Reynolds: Wikimedia, Elie Wisel: Wikimedia, Harry Heimlich: Wikimedia, 
Muhammed Ali: Wikimedia, Prince: Wikimedia,  and Gene Wilder: Andra Upplosningar. 

Tiger, the puppy auctioned at 
the Tiger Ball sits in the car on 
his way to the high school. The 
puppy went to the Ashby family 
for $3,000.

Photo by Kristen Carr

The Roar honors the 17 most influential 
people who passed away in 2016
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State of the schools address

Superintendent Chad Hilliker, as well as other key 
figures in the school district, delivered the annual 
State of the School District Address on January 

19th.  Many central topics were discussed in the address, 
including developments made in the past fiscal year and the 
presentation of the road map for the next year.  

In the coming year the district plans to continue the 
development of educational pathways, all-day kindergarten, 
and the Destination Loveland task force.  

The Destination Loveland task force is a program 
designed to purposely bring people into the community 
because of the great school system. This program involves 
improving community relations and making the school 
district a desirable location for families to move.

The educational pathways improve the student 
experience to help make them successful in endeavors 
post high school.  Specifically, this includes the innovative 
instructional grants and academic scorecards. 

As laid out by Mr. Hilliker in the address, the five goals 
established by the district are growth, innovation, care, 
communication, and finance. The main three goals that are 
being focused on this year are growth, innovation and care.  

Growth, Innovation, and Care were discussed by assistant 
superintendent Dr. Amy Crouse, Director of Technology 
David Knapp, and Assistant Superintendent Keith Koehne 
respectively.  Each of the three primary goals was expanded 
upon by the members of administration.  Accomplishments 
relating to these goals included the general academic 
growth, the Chromebook program, and the drug task force.

 President of the Board, Dave Blumberg, also highlighted 
some of the 2016 accomplishments across the district. These 

New human organ 
found in plain sight

The 79th organ of the human body has officially 
been discovered.

As reported by Huffington Post, an Irish surgeon 
found the truth about an organ that has been misunderstood 
to be large and scattered tissue. 

According to CNN, Leonardo DaVinci included this in 
an anatomical illustration; he depicted it as one contiguous 
organ. In 1865, Sir Frederick Treves claimed that it was in 
fragments throughout the small intestine and colon. 

This organ was known as the mesentery; a complex 
system made up of fragmented parts that connects the 
intestines to the abdominal wall.

According to Dr. J. Calvin Coffey, it is now known to 
be one contiguous structure which is the basis for a whole 
new field of science.

“Once we learn the function we will better understand its 
dysfunction, and therefore work to find a cure,” said Kelly 
Partridge (chemistry teacher).

According to Partridge, cancer doctors have removed 
some of the mesentery before and patients have survived, 
but they have not yet discovered if one could survive 
without it as an organ. 

“Scientists know the anatomy; they’re coming up with 
the structure of it; if it’s an organ there’s more to it than 
when it was seen as tissue,” said Partridge.

Going more into depth, she stated what exactly the 
mesentery as an organ could mean.

“This means for science that it is going to be studied, not 
forgotten; if it’s studied it can become a whole new field of 
science,” said Partridge. 

According to CNN, the known functions of the mesentery 
include carrying blood and lymphatic fluid through the 
intestine and the body as well as serving a critical position 
in the immunological, intestinal, endocrine, vascular, and 
cardiovascular systems. 

Even though the function of this “new” organ is not yet 
fully understood, Coffey’s research shows that if in the rare 
case that the mesentery does not attach to the abdominal 
wall in the correct manner, it can twist on its blood supply. 
The intestine will then undergo necrosis or die. 

Sciencealert reported that the mesentery has been 
misunderstood because in a spiral shape; it fans out to reach 
from the upper small intestine to the large bowel. Coffey 
refers to the membrane as “remarkable.”

According to CNN, the benefits of the new research on 
this organ could result in standardized surgical procedures. 
If doctors have more knowledge on the mesentery they will 
be able to do more in order to find more details on what 
exactly it does. 

The known possible diseases in the mesentery could 
result in colorectal cancer, cardiovascular disease, Crohn’s, 
or inflammatory bowel disease. It can also result in leading 
health issues such as obesity, diabetes, or metabolic 
syndrome.  

The famous series of medical textbooks, Grays Anatomy, 
will now include an updated section on the mesentery due 
to Coffey’s findings.

achievements included the one-to-one technology program, 
the rebirth of the full-day kindergarten programs and the 
various renovations to the high school building.  

The care portion of the address was also supplemented 
by organizers of Senior Service Day, Mrs. Sambuchino 
(World Languages), Claire Beran (12), and Katie 
McElveen(12), who received an award from Mr. Hilliker 
for volunteer work. 

Board member Dr. Kathryn Lorenz also received an 
award for 25 years of dedicated service to the school.  

“[Lorenz] is a person who has been around, who has seen 
this district grow, and has made a difference for the students 
for a number of years,” Hilliker said.

David Knapp had an award given to him for outstanding 
efforts in the innovation of the technology program.  Knapp 
spoke about innovation during the address and the great 
lengths the district has gone to in order to provide a 
comprehensive and interactive educational environment 
for students.

Leadership in Technology student (LIT) Garrett Royal 
(11) was enthusiastic about Mr. Knapp as an instructor.

“I love Mr. Knapp.  He is always there when we need 
help with our passion project, or just in life,” Royal said. 

Mr. Hilliker also stated that the Loveland community can 
make an impact in the role education plays.

“The support of our community makes a difference for 
our students,” Hilliker said.

Financial information was presented by the treasurer, 
Brett Griffith who has forecast that the levy that passed in 
2014 was initially estimated to last four years (2018), but is 
currently expected to last five years (2019). The bi-annual 
budget report is available on the school district website 
(lovelandschools.org) .

By Alyssa James
Staff Writer@alyssaajamess

The mesentery is surrounded by the colon 
and small intestine. An Irish surgeon discov-
ered the new organ and the discovery may 
lead turn out to be the basis for a whole new 
field of science.

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia

By Cole Behrens

Staff Writer@Colebehr_report

Th e  2 0 1 5 / 1 6 
yearbook recently 
earned the “First 

Class” certification from the 
National Scholastic Press 
Association (NSPA). 

The group won the first-
class award, earning 420 
points out of a possible 
500 – this was an 80-point 
improvement from the 
previous year, according to 
Mrs. Rhonda Overbeeke 
(advisor). 

“These students worked 
diligently to adhere to 
scholas t ic  journa l i sm 
standards and present the 
history of a school year. 
I am so proud of their 
accompl ishment ,”  the 
adviser  ,Mrs .  Rhonda 
Overbeeke (English) said. 

The book also received 
an extra mark of distinction 
for the development of its 

theme “For the love of…” 
Lauren Parker (11) 

began as a staff writer last 
year and is currently the 
sports section editor. 

“ T h e  t h e m e  r e a l l y 
showed how much love our 
community has towards 
our high school and how 
much love the students have 
towards what they do in 
the school. It was nice to 
capture all the moments that 
demonstrate love from last 
school year,” Parker said. 

One of many things that 
contributed to the First-Class 
certification, according to the 
NSPA scorebook, included 
the quality photographs 
throughout the book. 

“As the photography 
editor, it makes me feel so 
accomplished that all of 
the time I spent uploading, 
editing, and shooting photos 
for the book that it helped 
the book excel at telling and 
amazing story of our year,” 
Colin Johnson (alumnus) 
said. 

With the 2016/17 school 
year in full swing, another 
yearbook is in the works. 
Katharine Vuyk (12) and 
Sam Faingold (12) serve as 
Editors-in-chief. 

 “We’re really proud of 
the work we accomplished 
last year and we are really 
working to bring this year’s 
book up to even higher 
standards,” Faingold said.

“Each year the top editors 
attend a yearbook camp 
at  Kenyon College to 
learn about all of the new 
yearbook trends in design 
and coverage,”said Mrs. 
Overbeeke

The 2016/17 yearbook 
will cover the entire school 
year, August through June, 
and is currently available 
for sale at jostensyearbooks.
com. The book will be 
available during schedule 

pick-up day in August. 
The NSPA, according to 

their website, is a non-profit 
association that provides 
education services for 
journalism related clubs 
and classes across America. 

“ N S PA  a d v a n c e s 
journalism and media 
as a vital cultural force 
by connecting advisers, 
students, and professionals 
through national events and 
competitions.”

2016 Yearbook wins national award

By Anna Azallion
Editor in Chief@annaazallion

Photo by Alyssa James
2016 YEARBOOK STAFF:  Reese Tittle, Anna 
Azallion (Assistant Editor-in-Chief), Allese 
Haddad, Sam Faingold (Sports Editor), 
Katherine Vuyk (Sports Editor), Melina Mirza, 
Ashley Mays (Editor-in-Chief), Erica Pearl, Ali 
Jones (Clubs Editor), Maddy Armstrong, Karlin 
Holley, Molly Kramer, Abbie Puchta, Jenna 
Stanton, Lauren Parker, Elaina VonDeylen, 
Ashlin McGill, Jessica Morey, Emily Michelfelder 
(Seniors Editor), Emily Siebenmorgen, Ben 
Cummins, Jack Sexton, Colin Johnson (Photo 
Editor), Sammi Johnson (Seniors Editor), Ellie 
Puchta

Photo courtesy of Lifetouch

Hilliker presents accomplishments, plans
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 The Roar is the official 
student newspaper of 
Loveland High School. 
The Roar is produced by 
students in Journalism.
    Editorials reflect the 
staff’s opinion but do not 
reflect the opinions of LHS 
administration.
    The Roar is published 

Staff Box monthly.  For information 
regarding advertising in The 
Roar, call 697-3749.
    As a forum for students, 
letters to the editor are wel-
come, but are subject to ed-
iting for length, libel, and 
clarity.  Letters to the editor 
may be dropped off in room 
108 or uploaded to our web-
site blog (thelovelandroar.
wix.com/the-roar.

Awards
    * International Second Place Award, 2016, 
Awards for School News Media (Quill & Scroll 
Honorary Society)

* Coverage: exceptional rating
* Writing/ editing: distinguished rating

 * International Second Place Award, 2015. 
Awards for School News Media (Quill & Scroll 
Honorary Society)
 * International First Place Award, 2014. Awards 
for School News Media (Quill & Scroll Honorary 
Society)

View: College is overrated 

FRIDAY January 27, 2017

“ Branch campus’s and 
community colleges 
have a bad stigma, but 
its the same education. 
I recommend taking 
advantage of these low 
cost schools.”
- CJ Regan (Loveland 
Alumnus) 

“College is the same 
as it was, for the most 
part, when our parents 
went to school yet the 
price has skyrocketed 
making it practically 
impossible for a 
majority of American 
families to afford.” 
- Erin Klenke (12)

STAFF EDITORIAL

“It’s definitely 
overpriced since we 
now we have to pay 
about double the price 
that it used to be.”
- Tommy Mccoy (12)

“I think it’s overpriced 
because you’re not 
sure what to do, so if 
you use your money 
on something you 
decide you don’t want 
then you wasted all 
this money.”
-Lauren Parker (11)

By: Niki Fiorenza
Entertainment 
Editor 

@nikifiorenza A young man enrolled at Reed College in Portland, 
Oregon. Lacking direction, he dropped out of 
college after six months and spent the next 18 

months dropping in on creative classes at the school. He 
later started one of the most influential tech companies 
to this day. That man was Steve Jobs. He started one of 
the biggest tech companies without ever getting a proper 
college education and without ever having a penny in 
college debt.                                                               

Nowadays, college debt is big business in the United 
States, with 71 percent of all college graduates carrying 
student loans with an average debt level of $29,400 per 
person. If over the past three decades car prices had gone 
up as quickly as tuition, the average new car would cost 
$80,000. With numbers like that, many are wondering 
whether it is worth going into debt to earn a college degree. 

`````````````````````````Many see college as the only path to 
the middle class and beyond, a ticket to a decent paycheck, 
standard of living, and an overall better career, and this is 

exactly what college would love people to believe
According to a 2012 Federal Reserve study, 30 year 

olds who have never taken out a student loan are now 
more likely to own homes than those who have taken out 
loans. The total cost of going to college means more than 
tuition, fees, and books; it also includes an opportunity 
cost which equals at least four years of missed wages and 
advancements from a full-time job--about $49,000 for a 
4-year degree and $20,000 for a 2-year degree. For some 
jobs college is a must have, but for many careers, it really 
isn’t very realistic. By the time someone starts a career that 
they got a diploma for, they will most likely be paying off 
the student loans they built up, for about the next 15 years.

In many people’s eyes, college is overpriced for what 
people are getting, spending $30,000 a year, going to 
school for four years, and then coming out of college with 
an enormous amount of debt, doesn’t sound like that great 
of an idea. Many people succeed without college degrees. 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, of the 30 
projected fastest growing jobs between 2010 and 2020, 
five do not require a high school diploma, nine require a 
high school diploma, four require an associate’s degree, 
six require a bachelor’s degree, and six require graduate 
degrees.

Nowadays, there are so many other options open:  
community college, trade schools and many other smaller 
establishments can be very appealing and offer college 
education for a fraction of what some of the major colleges 
are charging students. Something else that might be a better 
option for some is the military. The military has a great 
program to help people pay for college and get a degree 
after their service in the military; it’s a great way to get a 
college education while saving money.

In some cases, college just isn’t the answer for some 
people, or people realize it’s not for them and end up 
dropping out. This happens all the time, and yet some of 
the most intelligent and influential people we know today 
did just that.

The following greatly successful people either never 
enrolled in college or never completed their college 

degrees: Richard Branson, founder and chairman of the 
Virgin Group; Charles Culpepper, owner and CEO of Coca 
Cola, was a normal businessman who wanted to make a 
living, but ended up making the biggest beverage company 
in the world; Michael Dell, founder of Dell, Inc.; Walt 
Disney, Disney Corporation founder; Bill Gates, Microsoft 
founder; Steve Jobs, co-founder of Apple and a man that 
revolutionized the tech industry with Steve Wozniak, co-
founder of Apple; Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook 
and the man who showed the world what social media can 
do.

Just because these people didn’t complete their education 
and ended up doing exceedingly great in life doesn’t mean 
that people should just begin dropping out of high school 
and college and think that they’re going become the next 
Steve Jobs, It’s simply to show people that college and 
school nowadays is very flexible to anybody’s life and that 
there are so many other options besides the traditional path 
to college. 

Rise in technology leads 
to decline in humanity 

Advisor: Rhonda Overbeeke
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As I go through each 
day wandering 

the school’s hallways, 
I can’t help but notice 
the consistent flow of 
technology-driven zombies 
slowly pushing past each 
other with their faces to 
their phone screens. I look 
around any place they are 
in and see most faces lit up 
by screens, as they hardly 
acknowledge the person 
next to them. 

As a society, we claim 
that through technology we 
are more connected than 
ever. The truth is, we are 
more isolated from one 
another than ever before. 

It is true that there are 
numerous perks to this 
technological age--it has 
become beyond simple 
to complete work due to 
the general accessibility 
of computers, and 
international news is 

spread worldwide faster 
than ever before.

Nevertheless, we cannot 
avoid the consequences 
of humanity’s first-world 
addiction to the IV 
pumping Twitter updates 
and Snapchat stories into 

our veins. Most people 
rarely take time out of 
their day to enjoy this 
planet without being 
plugged into it. 

This epidemic is 
detrimental to our 
minds in more than 
one way. Since the 
1990’s, an increasing 
amount of children are 
being diagnosed with 
ADD or ADHD. Some 
of the children are 
likely misdiagnosed, 
instead suffering from 
technological dependence. 
Many think that the 
symptoms that children 
show stem from the lack 
of patience that social 
media caters to. 

We are bombarded with 
six-second-long Vines 
and ten-second long 
Snapchats, which truly 
reflect humanity’s nearly 
nonexistent attention span. 

I admit that I am a 
daily culprit of this 
technological “zombism”, 
but how could I not be? 
Many schools, including 
ours, have required their 
students to have a device, 
whether it is purchased by 
the student or provided by 
the school. The majority 
of occupations I’ve had 
require computers to 
get any work done. In 
this modern-day world, 
technology has become a 
near-necessity. 

These innumerable 
technological advances are 
a convenience, and should 
be left at that. Of course, 
having a Twitter account 
is perfectly fine, but 
dependence is unhealthy 
in all situations, and more 
and more frequently we 
see people depending on 
their phones for a sense 
of comfort. Experiencing 
the world through your 
own eyes is so important, 
and the world needs to 
recognize this truth and 
internalize the idea that 
maybe, just maybe, we 
don’t need to rely on 
technology as much as we 
think.

 Student Opinions

Teens have grown 
up in a time where 
technology has been 
ingrained in our brains. 
This makes it even 
easier for them to 
develop an addiction

“College debt is big business in 
the United States with 71 percent 
of all college graduates carrying 

student loans with an average debt 
level of $29,400 per person.”

“The total cost of going to 
college means more than tuition, 

fees, and books.”“By the time someone starts a 
career that they got a diploma for, 
they will most likely be paying off 
the student loans they built up, for 

about the next 15 years.”

“We are 
bombarded with 
six-second-long 
Vines and ten-
second long 
Snapchats.”
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News and editorial 
editor

@heylookitsErica

Generational 
differences 
cause friction

“THE ME ME ME 
GENERATION,” Time 
Magazine said. “Millennials 
are lazy!” Martha Stewart 
claimed. *Insert eye roll 
here.* I’ve noticed an 
abundance of generational 
criticisms, and it has irked 
me to the point where I just 
have to address this issue.
The trend of older generations 
condescendingly critiquing 
younger generations has 
existed long before the 
Millennial generation, and 
even the Baby Boomer 
generation. In Rethinking 
the Education In the Age 
of Technology: The Digital 
Revolution of Schooling in 
America, Dave Thornburg 
and David Dwyer quote 
a school principal from 
the year 1815. “Students 
today depend on paper too 
much,” the principal said. 
“They don’t know how to 
write on a slate without 
getting chalk dust all over 
themselves. They can’t 
clean a slate properly. What 
will they do when they 
run out of paper?” The 
relatability of this quote to 
this day and age is uncanny; 
a generation raised on 
previous technology 
doesn’t understand new 
innovations, so they resort 
to attacking the character 
and work ethic of those 
embracing and making 
changes. 
Millennials are defined as 
people born between the 
years 1985-2004 (sources 
vary). Generation Xers were 
born from 1965 to 1984, 
Baby Boomers are typically 
recognized as those born 
between the years 1946 
and 1964, and the Greatest 
Generation was born from 
1930-1945. Though there 
is a decent amount of 
disagreement about which 
generation takes place in 
specific years, the concept 
of generation is typically 
understood by most. 
I can’t imagine that the 
Greatest Generation had 
been quite as patronizing 
towards the Gen. Xers. 
Innovations such as the 
microwave and early models 
of desktop computers must 
have astonished them, yet, 
to my knowledge, they 
didn’t release propagandic 
media and articles about the 
laziness of those younger 
than them for using the 
microwave instead of 
patiently cooking a meal 
on the stove. I must also 
address that the young 
are the products of the 

environment created by 
the old; characteristics 
older generations despise 
about us the most were 
molded in our childhoods 
by subconsciously 
mimicking those who 
raised us.
The Baby Boomers are 
the Apollo Creed to 
the Millennials’ Rocky 
Balboa; the standard of 
leadership and power has 
been in place for so long 
that anyone who questions 
the structure and ideals 
developed by Boomers is 
swarmed with patronizing 
comments via Facebook. 
We, as Rocky was, are 
being underestimated. 
This disconnect does 
not stem from the 
misunderstanding of the 
young by the old, but 
rather the unwillingness to 
understand. Corporations 
trying to reel in the 
teenage/ early 20’s 
demographic make feeble 
attempts to attract us by 
using keywords such as 
“selfie,” “emojis,” and 
“hashtag”, as well as “text 
talk” that was outdated 
even ten years ago, but 
hey, yung ppl r lazy & 
stupid w/o their phones, 
rite? LOL! 
Baby Boomers claim we 
are incompetent, yet they 
do not take responsibility 
for their actions; under 
their watch the economy 
fell under a recession 
nearly a decade ago; due 
to their value of cheap 
and easy over clean 
and healthy production 
methods, climate change 
and earthly repercussions 
increasingly damage our 
planet. That being said, it 
would be remiss to dismiss 
the things they’ve given 
us: space exploration, 
Steven Spielberg, the 
Internet, and a multitude 
of others. Also, no more 
polio! 
Inspired by the Boomer 
work ethic, Millennials 
have spawned quite a few 
accomplishments as the 
majority of us transition 
into the workforce. The 
continuous expansion 
and development of the 
Internet will most likely 
continue to rise as time 
passes, and innovations of 
inconceivable stature are 
yet to be invented. 
We’re training for the big 
match: this time we will 
assume the responsibilities 
and be the ones to shape 
the country. To those who 
doubt my generation, just 
wait until we get into the 
ring. 

Parks and Rec creates lasting 
and consistent humor

The Office satirizes the corporate 
world in a humorous manner

A great cast, a funny 
storyline, and a 
quirky sense of 

humor, Parks and Recreation 
has it all. 

The show follows a deputy 
director at the Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
Les l i e  Knope ,  i n  t he 
fictional town of Pawnee, 
Indiana. Over the course 
of seven seasons, the show 
documents the day-to-day 
life of the Parks and Rec’s 
Department’s office staff.

Now the real question, 
w h i c h  o n e  i s  b e t t e r , 
The Office or Parks and 
Recreation? As someone 
who has watched both shows 
all the way through and loves 
both dearly, it’s just time 
to face the facts. Parks and 
Recreation is a better show. 

Both are directed by the 
same people, Greg Daniels 
and Michael Schur, and are 
both filmed in the same 
type  o f  documenta ry /
mockumentary way. 

An awkward, controlling 
ma le  bos s  i s  no th ing 
groundbreaking for TV. 
Although one of the main 
characters of The Office, 
Michael Scott, is funny, 
he just can’t compare to 
Leslie Knope. Leslie is an 
eccentric, controlling, and 
overly organized, but still 
very humorous strong female 
lead. Parks and Recreation’s 
Les l ie  Knope is  more 
appealing.

Now while the town of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania is 
quirky, it can’t compare 
to Pawnee, a town whose 
slogaA is “First in friendship 
and fourth in obesity”. From 
their raccoon issue to the 
obesity problems, all of these 
run-on jokes play into the 
storyline of the show. It feels 
like most shows will try to 
do this and it either gets old 
or is no longer funny and it 
dies off. The jokes in Parks 
and Recreation aren’t like 
this. The jokes introduced 
in the first couple episodes 
continue on all the way to 
the end of the show, and are 
still just as funny. 

The Parks and Rec cast is 

filled with 
stars such 
a s  A m y 
P o e h l e r , 
C h r i s 
Pratt, Aziz 
Ansari and 
Rashida Jones. While The 
Office also has some strong 
actors, Parks and Recreation 
has a more colorful and 
unique cast which definitely 
shows in the episodes. 

Within the episodes, The 
Office has the stereotypical 
type of forbidden love story 
of Jim and Pam who wind 
up with their happy ending. 
Now don’t get me wrong, 
I love Jim and Pam just as 
much as the next Office fan, 
but it gets kind of repetitive 
and boring. That whole love 
story thing is something that 
has been overused a little and 
is very predictable. Parks and 
Recreation has relationships 
that aren’t as predictable, 
such as Andy and April and 
Chris and Ann. 

Where The Office started 
out with a strong first couple 
seasons, it began to die off, 
and (Spoiler Alert!!) once 
Michael Scott left the show, 
it got boring. While I will 
admit Parks and Recreation’s 
first season or two aren’t as 
good, the show gets much 
better as it goes on, while 
The Office dies out. Within 
The Office, after a couple 
seasons, every episode is 
just a joke and begins to be 
just one big party every day, 
instead of having any type 
of continuous or humorous 
plot.

While Michael  Scott 
began to get away with too 
much without somehow 
getting fired; Leslie Knope 
is awkward yet quirky and 
she just wants the best for 
her town. 

Although the two shows 
could been seen as very 
similar, and they are in 
certain ways, they have a 
lot of major differences. 
As the only show I’ve ever 
watched that could make 
me laugh out loud, Parks 
and Recreation is a winner. 
With an overall better cast, 
storyline, setting and sense 
of humor within the show, 
Parks and Recreation has to 
come out on top. 

By Karlin Holley

Staff writer@karlin_elise

By Mackenzie Talbott
Staff writer@mack_talbott

“Dunder Mifflin, This 
is Pam” at this point 
is the only way I 

answer the phone. Pam 
Beesley, Jim Halpert and 
Michael Scott are among 
many who have inspired a 
generation to pull pranks 
on office co-workers, to 
date your co-workers, 
and in Michael’s case, to 
be the worst person alive.
What gives The Office 
its edge is how much the 
workers hate their job, 
and their boss Michael 
Scott. The cohesive 
unmotivated vibe given 
through a shaky camera 
doesn’t sound appealing. 
The break in the 4th wall 
that Jim partakes in when 
he looks at the shaky 
camera is adorable and 
adds humor to otherwise 
tense moments. When 
April looks into the 
camera on Parks and 
Rec, she is creeping into 
your soul that wants the 
viewer to look away. 
The awkward silence and 
long speech pauses are 
something that happens 
in everyday conversation, 
and it makes the viewer’s 
relate to the dreaded 
hours of office jobs. 
On the contrary, with 
the opposite Parks 
and Recreation, Leslie 
Knope is the try-hard 
overachiever in the office 
that makes everyone 
want to rip their hair 
out. Too much coffee 
on a Monday morning 
mixed with her bubbly 
personality just makes 
the viewer annoyed and 
cringe at just how excited 
she is about parks. Yes, 
Michael Scott has a //
lot// of flaws: he’s sexist, 
inappropriate, a slacker, 
and quite rude. But, 
underneath his horrible 
personality it’s obvious 
how much he cares for 
his job and will go above 
and beyond to make 
office morale the best he 
can; even Toby. 
Leslie is the only person 
who has any morale in 

her office. The irony in 
Michael loving his job 
and sucking at it is casual 
dramatic irony versus 
Leslie loving her job and 
actually being good at 
it. It’s predictable and 
anticlimactic
Besides the bosses, The 
Office has better romances 
than Parks and Rec. 
Everyone roots for Jim in 
his pursuit for Pam, hates 
Roy, hates Karen, and 
cheers harmoniously when 
they finally get together. 
With Leslie and Ben, the 
history just isn’t there. 
Angela and Dwight’s 
relationship brought more 
depth to the characters by 
showing Angela’s softer 
side and Dwight’s serious 
side. 
Part of the beauty of both 
shows is the bullying and 
pure sabotage put onto 
the characters by others. 
In The Office, the attacks 
rotate from Phyllis, to 
Andy, and Toby, making it 
a well-rounded tough-love 
family. On Parks and Rec, 
poor Jerry gets the short 
end of every stick. Or is it 
Terry? Gary? Does anyone 
actually know the poor 
guy’s name? 
Working at a paper 
company during the age of 
technology plays perfectly 
along with the mediocrity 
of the characters’ life on 
The Office, and the viewer 
ends up laughing and 
giving out mass pity. The 
workers at the Pawnee 
Parks Department won’t 
be failing any time soon, 
so the pity isn’t there.
The nasty, crass attitude of 
The Office has the rough 
kind of humor that a lot 
of shows don’t own up 
to anymore: one of those 
shows, unfortunately is 
Parks and Rec. In the 
words of Michael Scott, 
“I think that pretty much 
sums it up.”

Parks & Recreation

Which show is better?

The Office



“He drives around and 
checks out the roads and 
decides if they are safe,” 
Austin Gentry (12)

Opinion
FRIDAY, January 27, 2017    Page Editor: Reese Tittle

6

By Anna Azallion
Editor in Chief@annaazallion

The College Convo

The New Year is officially here and many 
of us seniors have been accepted into the 
college of our dreams. If that acceptance 
letter hasn’t quite gotten to you, don’t 
worry, it’ll happen! 

After getting accepted, the next steps 
are to accept your acceptance, begin 
networking with your future classmates, 
and embark on the search for a roommate. 
As daunting as the task can seem, I’ve got 
some tips to make finding and choosing a 
roommate, a breeze. 

Use social media. 
During this seven-month period of 

waiting for move-in day, you can get a 
head start on meeting classmates, making 
friends, and finding a roommate by 
using social media. Most colleges have 
an official class of 2021 Facebook page 
that they invite you to join upon your 
acceptance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I know you may be thinking that no 
one uses Facebook, but it can become 
an integral part of the beginning of 
your college experience. I’ve found it 
incredibly useful to get to know everyone.

After getting accepted to Syracuse 
University, I joined the official Facebook 
group where I was invited to join group 
chats through Groupme for the entire 
class of 2021 and for my specific college. 
In the last few weeks I’ve gotten to 
know my future classmates and continue 
to communicate with them through 
Groupme, Snapchat, Houseparty (a video 
chat app that allows up to 8 people in a 
group at once), and Facebook. 

Loveland Graduate Joel Spencer found 
success through social media during his 
senior year as well. 

He joined the UC class of 2019 
Facebook page after getting accepted his 
senior year. 

“It was a place where older students 
could answer questions that incoming 
freshman had, and also a place where you 
could meet other new students,” Spencer 
said, “There were tons of people posting 
short paragraphs about themselves and 
starting conversations in the comments 
section, all hoping to make friends and 
possible future roommates.”

Spencer was able to meet two of his 
three roommates through the Facebook 
group. This year, Spencer and those two 
guys rented a house near campus and 
remain good friends. 

Try to choose your roommate instead of 
getting randomly assigned. 

A Loveland graduate of the class of 
2016, Ashley Mays, warned against 
getting your roommate through a random 
assignment.

“I know a lot of people who went random 
and ended up hating their roommates. One 
of my friends’ roommates left a note on 
her bed explaining why she was moving 
out after first semester,” Mays said. 

Choose wisely. 
Madi Stanley, a Loveland graduate of 

the class of 2015, picked a roommate from 
the Ohio University official Facebook 
group. Her experience wasn’t as great as 
Mays’. 

“Our likes and dislikes meshed together 
well, but our personalities did not, 
something you can’t really tell from online 
communication,” Stanley said. 

There are some ways you can try to 
avoid situations like that.

If possible, try to meet with your potential 

roommate in person before agreeing to 
room together. This is something Spencer 
did before agreeing to room with the guys 
that became his roommates. 

It’s easier to get an idea of his or her 
personality in person or even on Facetime 
than it is through texts. If that’s not a 
possibility, talk to them for at least a few 
days and ask the right questions before 
agreeing to room together. 

Some of the most important topics 
to discuss with a potential roommate, 
according to USA Today, are study habits, 
the likelihood of visitors, Greek life, 
sleeping habits, and common interests. 

Stanley gave the following advice to 
roommate seeking members of this year’s 
graduating class. 

“Most of the time, everything works out 
fine so it’s nothing to get super stressed 
out about,” Stanley said. 

None of these tips are foolproof, you 
might still hate your roommate despite 
your conception that you would love them. 

“You don’t have to be best friends with 
your roommate, you just have to live well 
together. If worst comes to worst, all you 
have to do is sleep there,” Stanley said. 

For more information or to get a 
template of a roommate contract once you 
find a roommate, the blog, Her Campus is 
a great resource for all things college.

Hopefully with these tips and the advice 
of current students, you can find success in 
finding a roommate too. 

High school 
seniors, college 
students share 
tips to find a 
roommate 

Misconceptions flourish 
about snow day protocol

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

Every night I go to sleep in anxious apprehension of the day to come. Lying 
awake, tossing and turning, hoping and praying that Old Man Winter will show 
an ounce of compassion and blanket the entire town with a foot of snow and 

ice, insisting that school be closed the next day. 
However, Old Man Winter is not the only one I need to beg for mercy. There is 

another entity, just as important in the school-closing process. This demonstrative deity 
goes by many names, but to the denizens of the high school, he is known by just one: 
Superintendent Hilliker

This superintendent savant holds the power to declare snow days, a task allotted to him 
and him alone. What is this 
herculean head honcho’s 
method of deciding whether 
the entire school system 
powers down for a day? 
The answer, according to 
students, is flimsy at best.

“He drives around and 
checks out the roads and 
decides if they are safe,” Austin Gentry (12) said.

“He sits down, sips his cup of coffee, looks out the window, and sometimes he says 
‘ya know what, I don’t wanna go to work today’,” Sean Ovens (12) said.

Common urban school legend has it that the boss himself meanders around the roads in 
the early hours of the morning, seeing for himself if the roads are too tumultuous to traverse 
for the district’s buses and the student’s automobiles. What specifically prompts him to 

declare such infrastructure 
safe or unsafe remains to 
be seen.

The  p rob lem wi th 
that legend is, like most 
legends, it’s just NOT true. 
The truth is much more 
thorough and much less 
despotic than students care 
to think. 

“If there is a chance 
of inclement weather, 
we begin the process 
of keeping track of any 
updates about the timing, 
t y p e ,  a n d  p o s s i b l e 
issues the weather could 
have on operations,” 
M r.  C h a d  H i l l i k e r 
(Superintendent) said 

concerning the school’s approach to declaring snow days. “We also talk to area road 
crews about conditions of roads as well as their ability to keep up with any potential 
snow or ice.”

Concerning a delay versus a closure, Mr. Hilliker said, “Typically it is dependent on the 
amount of snow or ice and 
the timing of any potential 
storms. The bottom line 
is we make a decision 
based on the safety of our 
students and staff.”

So there  i t  i s .  No 
morning joyrides through 
the snowy roads. No 
forlorn, contemplative 
coffee swigging. Just 
a reasonable, rational 
approach to deciding if 
the whole school system shuts down for a day, leaving little room for complaints. Of 
course, since when did we kids need reason or rationale to complain?

I hear it all the time. “The roads were terrible this morning,” they yell. “But Withrow 
was closed today,” they pout. Well, the roads were evidently good enough to get you 
and everybody else to school, and Withrow is closed basically every other day from 
November to February. If someone claims they’ve never said anything of that sort, then 
none of this applies to him or her. I’m inclined to think that person is lying, but I digress. 
The complaining epidemic has seized just about everyone at some point, me included.

Through either ignorance or belligerence, bellyaching has become this student body’s 
favorite pastime when it comes to arriving at school on those cold winter days. I could 
extend this anecdote to discuss some deep-rooted problems with our society at large, 
but let’s start small. Stop whining about having to go to school. The decision is not as 
haphazardly made as we think.

By Nick Henthorn
Editor in Chief@nickthorn_135

Photo courtesy of Lovelandschools.org

Chad Hilliker serves as the superintendent for 
the Loveland City Schools District. He has been 
the superintendent since May of 2013.

“He sits down, sips his  cup  
of  coffee, looks out the 
window, and sometimes he 
says ‘ya know what, I don’t 
wanna go to work today’,”
Sean Ovens (12)
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Tr a n s g e n d e r 
Bathrooms: In 
May of 2016 it 

was required that every 
public school must allow 
transgender students to 
use the bathroom that is 
consistent with their gender 
identity. Many believed that 
if a transgender person was 
denied the rights to use the 
bathroom of the sex they 
identify with, their sex was 
being discriminated against. 
This resulted in a debate over 
several aspects regarding 
transgender rights. The 
concept if a transgender 
bathroom was debated, 
concerning the rights of 

Top 5 Controversial Topics

privacy and the rights of 
those who are transgender; 
along with various states 
issuing different laws about 
transgender rights.  

Syrian Refugees: Many 
debated throughout 2016 
whether or not we should 
allow Syrian refugees 
into the United States. 
Throughout the presidential 
election both sides shared 
their viewpoint of why 
Syrian refugees should or 
should not be allowed in the 
US. Republican candidate, 
Donald Trump argued that 
the US vetting process is not 
good enough and allowing 
these refugees into the 

country would create more 
problems for the American 
people, according to 
procon.org. The Democratic 
candidate, Hillary Clinton 
argued that we shouldn’t 
allow terrorists to intimidate 
us into abandoning our 
values, according to procon.
org. 

Election: Between 
policies of both major 
candidates -- Donald Trump 
and Hillary Clinton -- 
and unpopular rhetoric of 
Trump, the 2016 election 
was greatly debated. 
Aside from the candidates 
themselves, the results 
created another debate. 

Donald Trump surpassed the 
270 electoral votes needed 
to win, totalling 306 while 
Hillary Clinton totalled 232 
electoral votes, according to 
Politico. Clinton defeated 
Trump in the popular 
vote, however; totalling 
65,844,954 votes, while 
Trump totalled 62,979,879 
votes, launching a debate 
on the feasibilty of the  
electoral college system. 

Black Lives Matter: 
Black Lives Matter is an 
activist movement that 
originated in the black 
community and has now 
gone international to 
campaign the violence and 

racism towards black people 
sparked by killings by 
police officers perceived to 
be based on race. Supporters 
defend that black people are 
not being treated with the 
same rights, privileges and 
humanity as others. On the 
other hand, skeptics were 
afraid that this group makes 
it seem as though other lives 
do not matter as much. 

Olympics: There were 
multiple controversies 
surrounding the 2016 
Olympics. Two that 
received the most media 
attention were the reports of 
unclean water and Olympic 
swimmer Ryan Lochte 

fabricating a crime. 
Firstly, the water of 

Guanabara Bay which 
was used for sailing and 
windsurfing competitions 
are highly polluted mostly 
due to the raw sewage and 
trash that leaked into the 
Bay. 

Additionally, the most 
popular controversy of the 
games was the chaos that 
Olympic swimmer, Ryan 
Lochte caused. Lochte 
and three other swimmers 
claimed to have been held 
up at gunpoint but after 
investigation the story 
proved to be fictitious. 

Syria

Here Come Dat Boi: Dat Boi was a short-lived 
meme, but it was a good meme. It’s been quite 
a year for memes with frogs, and this unicyclist 

Boi is no exception. Dat Boi asked only one question: 
waddup? 

Spongememes: There were a wide variety of memes 
centered around the popular children’s show, Spongebob 
Squarepants this year. From an alarmed Mr. Krabs to 
Spongegar, and many memes in between, Spongememes 
have held tight through all of 2016.

Kermit: The Muppets character Kermit the Frog has 

Top 5 Memes

Stranger Things: The popular Netflix 
show about a kid disappearing and 
supernatural forces coming alive 

created the phenomenon of  new Halloween 
costumes, a skyrocket in the Eggo waffle 
consumption, a lot of Christmas lights 
being put up, and justice for Barb.
Mannequin Challenge:  the music video 
Black Beatles by Rae Sremmerd inspired 
millions to recreate the paused and 
mannequin-like poses while the song plays 
in the background
Instagram Model Style / Skater Style: 
The soft neutrals, the suede and velvet 
pants, Adidas shoes, jogger pants, mauve 
makeup and slicked back hair is all the 
rage on the popular Instagram accounts 
that make people wish they were like that. 
On the contrary, vintage tees, ripped pants, 
thrasher shirts, vans shoes and baseball 
caps for the people who were alternative,
Dab: The 45 degree angle of arms with one 
arm extended became a common gesture 
similar to a thumbs up or a wave 
Dressing like 90’s Parents: The vintage 
Levis, ugly sneakers, Cosby sweaters, dad 
hats, wide framed glasses, primary colors, 
color blocking, cut off sweaters, and neon 
track jackets. Anything you would see in 
old family pictures from before 2002.

Top 5 Trends

Photo by Anna Azallion
Sarah Harter (11), 
Lauren Parker 
(11), and Hannah 
Gray (12) perform 
the mannequin 
challenge during 
lunch. This trend 
was relevent 
throughout 2016. 

Photo by Anna Azallion
Dabbing during 
class, Molly Kramer 
(11) shows off the 
2016 trend. This 
trend remained 
popular for many 
months. 
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been a popular meme in 2016. From “none of my business” 
tea-drinking kermit, to evil kermit, to panicked Kermit, Jim 
Henson has given the meme world a gift from the grave.

Election memes: Donald Trump is now president of 
the United States. But the path to victory was not without 
memes-- the man himself is basically a living meme. Jeb 
Bush was low-energy, a bird landed on Bernie Sander’s 
podium, Pepe was classified as hate speech, Clinton 
asked Trump to delete his account, and Trump likes tacos. 
Some people declared #imwithher, and others countered 
with #neverhillary. Ted Cruz allegedly killed a bunch of 

people in California. Have we memed a man into the most 
influential office in the world? 

Harambe: This year, we lost a great soul, and a great ape 
after a child climbed into the Cincinnati Gorilla enclosure. 
We were in the epicenter or a truly great meme felt around 
the world. It was one of the most long-lived memes we’ve 
seen in years, and by far one of the most popular. Rest in 
peace, my sweet prince. Watch over us as we meme into 
2017, and keep our memes fresh.
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Netflix, the online media streaming network, seems 
to be maintaining the streak of releasing exceptional 

original TV shows with the release of the sci-fi show 
Travelers. 

Originally a Canadian TV show produced by Showcase, 
Netflix recently took it upon themselves to internationally 
distribute the show after the first season ended. The show 
first aired in Canada in October but wasn’t released to 
Netflix viewers until the last episode was broadcast in 
December. 

Whether or not you’re a sci-fi fan, the show does a 
good job of simplifying the mechanics of time travel and 
possible consequences of altering the future while still 
engaging viewers.  

The sci-fi show is based around a team of humans from 
the future that come back to the 21st century through the 
minds of dying people to try and save the human race. The 
travelers are all controlled by a “Director” who assigns the 
team on different missions to try and prevent the destruction 
of humanity.  

The team consists of a group of five ordinary individuals 
who are far from perfect. Their jobs are to resume their 
host body’s previous life and complete missions given to 
them by the director without blowing their cover. 

The first episode of the series goes into detail about the 
team’s previous hosts’ lives and the arrival of the team into 
those bodies. From an FBI agent to an ordinary high school 
kid the team is made of an array of individuals. Without 
spoiling the series, the last episode leaves viewers with a 
cliffhanger that reveals the identity of the “Director” and 
the team is left in custody of the FBI. 

While it is still up in the 
air about whether or not the 
show will be renewed for a 
second season it is suspected 
that since Netflix recently took 
over series that there will be a 
second season. 

Another Netflix original 
waiting for a second season is 

The Get Down. This 70’s based show about a group of 
young people of color from the south Bronx was released 
last August in two parts for season one. It is rumored part 
two and possibly season two will be released this summer.

Among other popular Netflix originals include, House 
of Cards, Black Mirror and the newest series, A Series of 
Unfortunate Events. 

In addition to the shows previously listed, Travelers 
adds to a number of exceptional originals produced by 
Netflix--fans are eager to see what 2017 holds in regard 
to their favorite shows.

It is often a common misconception that the best part 
of the Golden Globes is the awards ceremony, but the 
real show is what happens on the red carpet. As the 

stars arrive and twirl around in their custom made gowns the 
trigger happy cameras flash and before you can blink the best 
dressed is on twitter. Many trends that the best dressed stars 
followed that are also showing up in every prom catalogue 
and website. You don’t have to run out and settle for a dress 
anything less than red carpet ready. 

Not so Little Black Dresses:
How the Celebrities did it:
Lady Gaga: Prior to taking home the Golden Globe for 

Best Actress, Lady Gaga stunned on the red carpet in a 
custom black Versace gown. The dress channeled Marilyn 
Monroe with a sweetheart neckline and the very popular 
off the shoulder look. The rest of the dress flowed in a very 
elegant, classic and flattering way. 

Blake Lively: Blake Lively never ceases to amaze when 
it comes to the red carpet and the Golden Globes were no 
exception. Lively’s custom- made, black gown was cinched 
at the waist and then was fitted until it hit the floor. The dress 
also featured the v-cut below a gold embellished halter. 
Sitting on her hips were gold embellished pockets. 

Amy Adams: Dripping in sequins, Amy Adams dazzled on 
the red carpet in a sleek black Tom Ford gown. The strapless 
cut across the top showed of her collarbone and shoulders. 

How to work it at prom: 
Black is a popular color choice among many celebrities 

because it has a sheen in a certain light no matter the 
material; and there are so many to choose from (velvet was a 
very popular choice). The color is both royal and dangerous 
at the same time. 

Style wise, strapless dresses are often not practical at 
prom but an off the shoulder gown has a similar effect.   My 
number one recommendation for rocking a black dress is 
to glam it up with some jewels; Stacked diamond rings and 
bangles were also a very popular look at the Golden Globes 
(I suggest rhinestones if you’re on a budget). 

Straight out of a fairy-tale: 
How the celebrities did it: 
Lily Collins: The star of Mirror Mirror definitely looked 

like a princess in her rose colored Zuhair Murad gown 
embellished with floral bead work. The entire dress was 
extremely flattering featuring a sheer, off the shoulder, 
neckline which added a touch of drama to the dress then 
fell to floor in a pool of chiffon. 

Giuliana Rancic: This hand- painted floral Rani Zakhem 
couture gown may have gone down the Fall/ Winter runway 
with sleeves, but Rancic’s high- necked, sleeveless style 
showed off her ripped shoulders while the champagne color 
boasted a (natural) glowing tan. 

Hailee Steinfeld: Looking lovely in Lavender, this 
member of Taylor Swift’s crew pulled off the princess look 
in a Vera Wang gown. The sheer sleeves were cut out at the 
shoulders and the sheer look up top was a camera magnet 
on the red carpet. 

How to work it at prom: 
Even if you don’t want a full skirt (remember you actually 

have to get in and out of a car) a sheer material is extremely 
flattering. All the stars also chose shoulder baring dresses, a 
major trend this season. Steinfeld’s dress also had a slit that 
stopped just above her knees so that we could get a good 
glimpse of her heels (you paid for them so people should 
see them). Floral embellishments are also very common 
this season among prom dresses; take notes from Collins 
and Rancic. Pastel colors also add to this princess look and 
I highly recommend tying the look together with a subtle 
pink lip. 

Simple and Elegant: 
How the Celebrities did it: 
Sienna Miller: Sienna Miller’s Michael Kors Collection 

dress was simple apart from the cut outs that showed off 
her abs. Continuing with the elegant look, the actress wore 
a string of pearls around her neck and a small bow in her 
ponytail making the look fun and still classy enough to stun. 

Reese Witherspoon: This star has no problem pulling off 
this soft yet sunny yellow color in what she called a “classic 
Hollywood look” on her Instagram. The strapless yellow 
gown also featured a thigh-high slit up the front. 

Michelle Williams: You may be sick of seeing the collar 
trend all over but Michelle William’s simple black ribbon 
choker may have been the best trend on the red carpet. Her 
dress was also a simple, lacy, off- the- shoulder frock perfect 
for the occasion. 

How to work it at prom: 
In some cases less is more. Simple dresses can still stun 

(and often do) because they never fail to flatter every body 
type. Besides, you can always spice it up with a plunging 
neckline, daring cut outs or a little ribbon. 

Whether your style is fairytale princess or simple and 
elegant, there is a dress out there that completely fits every 
aspect of you.  Prom is May 20th, do not wait until the week 
before to buy your dress. Prom is your night to feel beautiful 
and finding the perfect dress is a huge part of that.

Travellers provides 
another promising 
Netflix original series

By Reese Tittle

Staff Writer@reesetittle

Photo courtesy of Netflix

Runway celebrities 
display exciting fashion 
ideas for prom dresses

Phone: 513-489-3837
Email:info@montgomeryvisioncare.com

11304 Montgomery Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45140

Hours:
MONDAY- CLOSED
TUESDAY 9-6:00
WEDNESDAY 9-5:00
THURSDAY 9-6:00
FRIDAY 9-6:00
SATURDAY 8-2:00
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After a four-year hiatus, the indie synth 
trio The xx released their junior album, I 
See You.  The hushed, dark vibes of the 
previous albums gave way to a record that 
is much more colorful and optimistic, or at 
least it sounds that way.  

The midnight melancholy of xx and Co-
exist, was non-existent in the production, 
and instead, horns and textured beats filled 
the tracks, which give the listener a much 
richer, brighter feel.  

The xx hinted at another work in produc-
tion in November 2016 when it released a 
studio single titled “On Hold,” which was 
also featured on I See You.  This song be-
gins with a beat that is reminiscent of older 
songs, but rapidly transmutes into an upbeat 
dance song, heavily sampling the 1982 hit 
“I Can’t Go For That” by Hall and Oates. 
The transfer from a slow melody and beat to 
a fast, upbeat song signifies the proverbial 
phoenix rising from the ashes, or in The 
xx’s case, the shift from melancholy to a 
brighter song range.

Even with the new upbeat tempo and 
brighter sounds, 
The xx still man-
a g e d  t o  k e e p 
their lyrics just 
as dark as in the 
past two albums, 
creating a juxta-
position between 
the melodies and 
lyrics.  Despite 
the  warm and 
fast sounds, the 
lyrics still touch 
on topics of disil-
lusionment and 
melancholy.  

The xx’s 2008 
album Coexist 
started a trend towards a more hushed and 
less upbeat pop found in a wide variety of 
singer songwriter pop. 

Shawn Mendes listed The xx as an influ-
ence in some of his more haunting music.  

The change comes after the previous 
album Coexist, which followed suit with 
the debut album.  And instead of just toe-

ing the line of their former work, the artist 
group decided to branch out 
it’s sound, and experiment 
with newer, flashier music and 
sounds.

One of the most notable 
changes from old to new seems 
to be the vocals.  The vocaliza-
tion is much more variegated 
and diverse than before.  The 
female singer of the group, 
Madley Croft, received much 
more singing time in I See You 
than in the previous albums 
that the trio has released.  

The song also features a 
love ballad; the track “Perfor-
mance” is reminiscent of some 
of the group’s older work, 

which is much slower and darker.
The male singer of the group, Oliver 

Sims, also shows off his talent with the song 
“A Violent Noise”, which revolves around 
his overlying motif of disillusionment found 
in the previous albums.  Nevertheless, the 
powerhouse of The xx’s music comes from 
the dynamic and cooperative duets between 

Croft and Sims.  The synergistic effect of 
the duet’s ability to work together is shown 
throughout the album.

Overall, the album is strong and charm-
ing.  It’s overlaying upbeat tone and de-
meanor was initially a surprise, and I was 
hesitant about the album the first time that I 
listened to it.  However, the album grew on 
me the more that I heard it, and the dancey 
vibes occasionally give way to much more 
serious beats and vocals.  

The weakness of the album shows with 
some of the more repetitive tracks, which 
seem to melt together.  Despite the fact 
that the sound of The xx has broadened, I 
still had to check my phone to make sure 
the album was not on shuffle several times 
because several of the songs sound unfor-
tunately similar.  

The pitfalls are not a reason to overlook 
the album as boring or simple, howev-
er.  The rich and diverse sounds of the new 
xx are certainly going to be mainstay of 
alternative pop for 2017 and I See You will 
perhaps become another driving and influ-
ential album that will shape contemporary 
pop music as a whole.

The xx’s band logo is portrayed. 
The logo is half of the viking 
symbol for fertility and health

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia

Indie synth trio The xx abandons melancholy 
sound, embraces new upbeat style of music

By Stone Taul
Staff Writer@shrewdcato

S i l e n c e  i s  M a r t i n 
Scorsese’s latest masterpiece 
since his 2013 film ‘the hit 
The Wolf of Wall Street’, 
Martin Scorsese brings his 
talent to his latest release, 
Silence. The movie tells the 
story of two Jesuit priests, 
played by Andrew Garfield 
and Adam Driver who 
embark on a mission to go to 

Japan to rescue their mentor, 
Father Ferrera (played by 
Liam Neeson) and to spread 
the faith to the Japanese at 
the same time. 

Scorsese spent the past 
few decades trying to make 
Silence, and even though it 
took him such a long time to 
bring this powerful story to 
the big screen, I’m just glad 
that it got made.

 Silence is adapted from 
the novel of the same name 

by Japanese author, Shusaku 
Endo. This is one of the best 
adaptations of a book I’ve 
ever seen; the movie has 
all the plot points, themes, 
and messages the book had 
and brought it to the screen 
flawlessly.

The acting in this film 
is phenomenal. Everyone 
involved in this film is on 
the top of their game no 
matter how big or small 
their role. Andrew Garfield’s 

performance in Silence 
better earn him that golden 
statue because he gave such 
a powerful and emotionally 
draining performance to 
the point that I forgot that 
I was even watching a 
movie. Seeing Liam Neeson 
actually give a dramatic and 
emotional performance was 
great; it was nice to see him 
take his time to be in this 
film and not go off and do 
another mediocre action 

movie.
Although the film presents 

a great amount of gore 
and violence, it accurately 
depicts the horrific suffering 
of the people of that time 
and place, it shows what 
people went through at the 
time. Men, women, children 
are burned alive, tortured, 
and left on a cross in the 
ocean to drown, they are 
very emotional scenes and 
if you have a weak stomach 

I would not recommend 
watching the film.

The cinematography is 
absolutely gorgeous in this 
film and there’s not one 
shot that feels out of place. 
Scorsese directs the heck out 
of this movie and never loses 
focus one bit; he should be 
awarded or nominated for 
best director at the Oscars. 
Overall I would give Silence 
a 9.5/10

Martin Scorsese’s new drama Silence brings 20 year dream to fruition

Split, written and directed 
by M. Night Shyamalan, 
is a horror-thriller to be re-
leased in late January 2017 
in the United States. The 
film stars James McAvoy 
and Anya-Taylor Joy, and 
tells the story of three girls 
who are kidnapped by a 
man with 24 personalities.  
Shyamalan has become 
somewhat of an icon in 
the cinema world for his 
nearly unprecedented and 

disappointing decline from 
a great to a failure. His first 
two major films, The Sixth 
Sense and Unbreakable 
were (and are) regarded as 
classics. And then, like the 
unfortunate turning of the 
seasons, it all went steadily 
downhill.
In recent years, Shyamalan 
has been receiving mixed 
reviews. His past few films 
have begun to return more 
positive ratings, and his 
fans (or once-fans) have 
begun to hope for a revival 
of the old magic. Many 

By Sam Sauer
Staff Writer@sauer_51

hope that perhaps the 
creator’s career will be a 
u-shape, meaning his films 
are on track to return to 
past quality. 
Split has been released in 
several countries prior to 
its release in the U.S. By 
simple trailer viewing, the 
film displays three major 
facets. 
One is the somewhat 
obnoxious horror tropes. 
Ever-present in recent 
films, the director seems to 
be following this path that 
many recent horror films 

walk. Hopefully he will 
drop this altogether by his 
next picture.  
Two is the dynamic perfor-
mance of McAvoy. Known 
best for his work in the 
X-Men films, McAvoy 
has proven himself to be a 
talented actor many times 
over. But, as presented 
in the trailer and heard 
from earlier reviews, this 
performance may be one 
of his best. Playing a 
character with 24 distinct 
personalities, McAvoy 
should display a vast range 

of personalities in runtime, 
which is just under two 
hours.
The third noticeable 
aspect from the trailer is 
the camerawork. With 
cinematography by Mike 
Gioulakis, who Shyamalan 
selected because of his 
work on 2014’s horror film 
It Follows, the motion of 
the camera in this pic-
ture seems to capture the 
horrific image perfectly. 
Paired with McAvoy’s 
performance, the camera 
should bring frightening 

moments throughout. 
Shyamalan may never 
fully regain his past glory. 
Or, maybe he will surpass 
it. Split could be an indica-
tor of this future. How-
ever, for the time being it 
appears to be a progression 
back to the top by the once 
celebrated director. Though 
it probably won’t be nearly 
as well done as his first 
duo of films, Split should 
be an enjoyable and scary 
horror film from Shyama-
lan. 

Shyamalan’s recently released horror-thriller Split provides psychological frights
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2016 proves to be exciting year for 
sports world

January Sports : Teams, individuals rank in ECC

After 108 painful years of waiting from Cubs fans, the 
much-maligned franchise took home the Commissioner’s 
Trophy after 7 tough contests with the Indians. The team 

was led by young stars such as Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, and 
Jake Arrieta.

Cubs Worlds Series Win

The cubs 
celebrate on 
the field after 
winning the 
world series. It 
has been 108 
years since their 
last world series 
victory. 

The summer 
O l y m p i c s 
took place 

in Rio De Janeiro 
this year. With 
gold medal wins 
from Michael 
Phelps, Simone 
Biles, and Usain 
Bolt. There were 
27 new World 
Records set and 91 
Olympic records 
set this summer in 
Rio.

Summer Olympics

Michael Phelps kisses 
his 23rd gold medal. He 
competed in the 2016 
Olympics in Rio De Janerio 
along with many other 
athletes. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

2016 was the year of the 3-1 lead, more specifically, 
the year of the blown 3-1 lead. After a 73-9 season, 
the most dominant regular season record ever, the 

Warriors lost to the Cleveland Cavaliers after gaining a 3-1 
league. Another Cleveland team, the Cleveland Indians, 
also tragically fell to the Chicago Cubs after securing a 
3-1 lead.

Warriors/Indians

Indians Pitcher 
Corey Kluber 
goes to throw 
a pitch. The 
Cleveland 
Indians blew a 
3-1 lead against 
the Chicago 
Cubs.

Photo courtesy of Arturo Pardavila III

UFC MMA has lost two of it’s biggest draws over this past 
year, as it’s biggest stars, Connor McGregor and Ronda 
Rousey, have lost substantial influence and popularity due to 

a myriad of unfortunate events. MacGregor took a hard loss to Nate 
Diaz in UFC 202, and has since stated that he is taking a temporary 
retirement to spend time with his family. Rousey made what should 
have been her triumphant return from her first loss to Holly Holms 
only to taste defeat once again in 48 seconds to Amanda Nunes.

McGregor + Rousey

Holly Holms 
throws a 
right hook 
on Ronda 
Rousey. 
Rousey was 
expected 
to win but 
ended up 
losing in only 
48 seconds. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

A whole generation of NBA basketball passed after the end of the 
2015-16 season, as the league saw Kobe Bryant, Tim Duncan, 
Ray Allen, and Kevin Garnett all retire after compiling 4 

league MVPs, 58 all star appearances, and 110,715 career points 
scored between the four former stars.

NBA Retirements

Kobe Bryant gets 
ready to shoot a 
free throw as he 
finished out his 
final season with 
the Lakers. Bryant 
played his whole 
20 year career 
with the Lakers. Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

By Christian Harris
Staff writer@Christ7ianHarris

Boys’ Basketball: Boys’ 
basketball sits in the 3rd spot 
in the ECC with a 4-4 record. 
They are trailing  Kings  who 
is 5-3 and Walnut Hills who 
is 7-1 They lost in a close one 
to Turpin 58-52 last Friday, 
the 20th.  Mitchell Robinson 
was NovaCare player of the 
game in their game against 
Sycamore.

Girls’ Basketball: The 
girls’ team defeated Milford 
51-47 on the 16th but lost 

currently  sitting in 6th place 
in the ECC.

A c a d e m i c  Te a m : 
Loveland is sitting in 2nd 
place currently in the ECC 
with a 7-1 record. They 
defeated Kings on Januray 
18th 73-53.

Robotics: The robotics 
season is under way and the 
team has already competed  
and earned many placements 
in a variety of events It will 
have a qualifying tournament 
at Walnut Hills High School 
on January 28.

Cotsonas (10) has 10 wins 
with six pins, Colin Durham 
(10) in the 120 class has 20  
wins and eight pins, Blake 
Poteet (11) holds the ECC 
first place with 22 wins and 
16  pins in the 138 class, 
Nate Lawry (12) has 18 
wins and 11 pins and holds 
first in the 152 class, Ian 
Knabe (11) is first in the 160 
with 24 wins and 16 pins, 
Cade Smeller (11) in the 
170 class has 24 wins and 14 
pins, and  Jeremy Beamer 
(11) has 26 wins and 19 pins 

in the 195 class.  
B o y s ’  a n d  G i r l s ’ 

Swimming: Brandon Day 
(9) holds 2nd place for the 
100 backstoke with :57.32. 
and the 200-yard medley 
relay team holds third place 
in the ECC with a time of 
1:46.73. On the girls’ team, 
Sarah Klenke (10) is in 
2nd place with 1:01.56 and 
Courtney Mennen (12) is 
running 4th with 1:02.17 for 
100-yard backstroke.

Boys and Girls Diving: 
Joe Carver (12) is in third 

to Turpin last Saturday 
night 70-58.  The team is 
standing in 5th place in 
the ECC with a 4-6 record. 
Senior Katelyn Warden 
(12) is in good form right 
now, leading the team in 
3-pointers made.

Wrestling: Wrestling 
is cleaning up so far in 
the ECC with the first 
place standings in  several 
weight classes. In the 103 
weight class, Richard 
Mendoza (10) has 25 
wins and 13 pins,  Jacob 

for one-meter boys’ diving 
with a 161 points. Riley 
Bullock (9) is in third as well 
for one-meter diving with a  
score of  237. Erin Albert is 
in 4th. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Bowling: 
Boys’ bowling just finished 
the ECC tournament with 
Aaron Autin (12) putting 
up an average score of 206.7. 
They are in 5th place in the 
ECC. On Jan. 18th they 
defeated Seven Hills 2295 to 
1774.  The girls lost to Seven 
Hills 1889 to 1631 and are 
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Buckeyes fill lack of local 
sports entertainment

By Nick Henthorn
Editor-in-chief@nickthorn135

By Hannah Bingham
Features Editor@hannahbingham9

Cincy
Sports

with
Henthorn

Well, this is going to be tough. All fans of 
sports in the Cincinnati area find themselves 

in the doldrums of local professional sport seasons. 
The Bengals and Reds are both in their respective off 
seasons. The Cavaliers don’t count as local sports; 
they’re on the other side of the state. What’s a guy 
going to have to do to find some geographically 
convenient athletic entertainment?

The answer: go collegiate.
The Ohio State University’s basketball squad is the 

team to root for until spring training comes around 
in March. Admittedly, OSU is not in Cincinnati, and 
the Cavs were already ruled out because of its long 
distance from Cincy. But while Cleveland sits 243 
miles away, Columbus, the home of the Buckeyes, 
lies a much more manageable 106. It’s the only choice 
here.

I’m not picking the Buckeyes here because of any 
outstanding recent success. The last time the Buckeyes 
made the March Madness Tournament was 2014. That 
team and this year’s iteration share only one player; 
Marc Loving. Although the season is still young, it 
does not seem like the Bucks will be getting back 
into the tournament this year. They currently sit at 
12-8, 13th in the Big 10 conference, and are 2-5 in 
conference play, including the first time they have 
lost their first three conference games in the Thad 
Matta era.

The reasons that the Ohio State Buckeyes deserve 
your attention this year is not because of their present, 
but of their past and of their future. OSU has a long 
history of championship success, having five banners 
hanging on the rafters of Ohio Stadium. The prestige 
and success of days past is something fans of any 
team are proud of, and with OSU, there is plenty of 
reasons to be proud.

Additionally, while the team might be struggling 
against powerhouse teams today, tomorrow might 
be a different story. Six of the twelve players on the 
roster are freshmen or sophomores, and one player, 
guard Kam Williams, is a redshirt junior with two 
years of eligibility left. Make no mistake about it, 
this team is young and inexperienced. The ensuing 
errors and blunders that such a young team makes is 
frustrating for fan’s present prospects, but exciting 
for their future. If the team’s youth follows the same 
linear progression as most college players do as they 
get older and more experienced, then the Ohio State 
Buckeyes may soon rejoin the ranks of the power 
schools that they are struggling against this season.

Cheerleading proves 
dangerous pastime

Spray tans, excessive eyeliner, and large 
glittery bows. Competitive cheerleaders 
may look to some as though they are too 

girly to be athletes; guess again. 
According to the National Center of 

Catastrophic Sport Injury Research, competitive 
cheerleading is now considered to be one of the 
most dangerous recreational school activities. 
Furthermore, despite the American Association 
of Cheerleading 
Coaches and Advisors’ 
(AACCA) published 
safety guidelines 
to prevent injury, 
dangerous stunts and 
complicated gymnastic 
routines are becoming 
more frequent. 

Some common 
injuries are multiple 
bruises and scratches 
and it isn’t uncommon 
to get kicked in the face, 
but “my biggest injury 
would be spraining my back,” 
Olivia Anderson (11) a cheerleader at Queen 
City Storm, said.

Most of these upper body injuries are acquired 
through stunting which kicks average dance and 
tumbling routines up a notch. “As a base you 
hold an eighty pound girl in the air and hope that 
she doesn’t fall,” said Anderson. 

In order to protect girls from serious injuries 
that could shorten their life expectancy or 
cause long lasting damage, rules are placed on 
dangerous stunts and even tumbling routines.

 “Some dangerous moves would probably be 
basket tosses because you can easily get hit in the 
face. A dangerous tumbling pass would probably 
be a double full,” Kelsey Micsky (11) said.

Sprained ankles are also common among 
the competitive team. “I have gotten multiple 
sprained ankles causing me to now wear an ankle 
brace when I tumble”, Micsky said.  

Football and soccer are also not the only 
sports that have a concussion problem. Queen 
City Storm has had “three different girls get 

concussions, one girl 
getting two,” Anderson 
said, although, “it 
didn’t take them too 
long before they knew 
that’s what it was.” 

The best way to 
protect girls against 
injuries is to make 
sure girls are ready for 
the stunts that they are 
about to perform on 
the floor. Things not 
allowed include “things 
that will keep you and 
everyone else safe,” 

Anderson said, “for example, you cannot 
do things that are above your level or division 
because those higher skills are for people who 
are mentally and physically there.”

Similar to other athletes, cheerleaders go 
through extreme mental preparation before 
they go out on the floor, and choose to compete 
despite the risk surrounding the ultra-competitive 
sport because of the “thrill of going out on stage 
and performing in front of hundreds of people,” 
Micsky said.  

Photo by Joe Bengo

                                      Photo by Queen City Storm
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Freshman class exhibits 
athleticism on basketball team

By Claire Beran
Staff Writer       @theclaireberan

519 West Loveland Avenue

Freshman guard Collin Hedgepeth 
runs the court against Turpin. The 
Tigers ended up winning 58-31.

Photo by Jack Sexton

y e a r  m y  t e a m m a t e s 
become much more than 
teammates. We create a 
special bond that carries 
on outside of the sport,” 
Warden said.

Warden’s teammates 
further described the 
bond.

“The team is really 
close. We spend a lot of 
time together on and off 
the court and it definitely 
shows.  Whether  that 
be going to breakfast 
or  having Chr is tmas 
parties, we have a lot of 
fun together,” Kristen 
Oshima (12) said.

According to Marie 
P l i t t  (10) ,  t he  t eam 
had  an  ins tan t  c l ick 
and the team seemed 
comfortable from the 
beginning.

“I think that it’s just 
really cool that we have 
such a different variety 
of people on our team, 
and we just bond really 
well together because 
we trust each other and 
get along so well,” Plitt 
said.

Katelyn Warden (12) 
started in her sixth varsity 
basketbal l  game of  the 
season on December 17. 
By the end, it went down in 
history as the game where 
Warden beat the record for 
most career three’s.

“ I  w a s  v e r y  e x c i t e d 
and  overwhelmed wi th 
h a p p i n e s s  w i t h  m y 
ach ievemen t , ”  Warden 
said.

Warden’s journey toward 
that moment began when 
she was in third grade and 
started playing basketball. 
In the near decade since, 
she  ha s  p l ayed  i n  t he 
Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU), attended camps, 
and worked with a personal 
t ra iner  to  improve  her 
skills.

High school basketball 
has had a lot of ups and 
d o w n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Warden, but she expressed 
gratitude for the experience.

“ A l l  o f  i t  h a s  b e e n 
worth i t  because every 

Katelyn Warden breaks record, 
proves strong team leader

By Anna Azallion 
Editor-in-Chief       @annaazallion

Katelyn  moves the ball down the court in one 
of many games during her senior year. She 
has been on the team for 3 season, starting 
half way through freshman year. 

Photo by Jack Sexton

Each basketball season is a new time 
for freshmen to showcase their skills and 
impress the coaches and other players. 
Four freshmen, Kate Garry, Jillian 

Hayes, Collin Hedgepeth, and Alec Soth, 
stood out and made the varsity teams, 
displaying skills that have ascended them 
to the top of the high school’s basketball 
programs. 

Garry is one of two freshmen to make 
the varsity women’s basketball team. 
Garry has played basketball for ten years 
and has been in love with the game ever 
since she began. She always planned on 
making the varsity team as a freshman, but 
was worried when she found out she had 
to have scoliosis surgery. Despite having 
surgery last February, she was still able to 
try out and earn her spot on the team.

“I had back surgery for scoliosis and it 
impacted me kind of hard. I couldn’t do 
everything so I wasn’t in great shape,” 
Garry said. 

Garry is the 27th highest scoring player 
in the ECC with a total of 78 points. 
Hayes, the other freshmen on the varsity 
squad, is the 24th highest scoring player 
in the ECC with a total of 87 points. There 
are approximately 120 players in the 
conference, which places Garry and Hayes 
in the top 22%. 

Hayes has been playing basketball for seven 
years and plans on continuing her career at 
the collegiate level. She isn’t sure where she 
wants to play yet, but she would love to play 
at the University of Oklahoma, the University 
of Iowa, or the University of Missouri.  

“I’m looking forward to getting better each 
year and continuing to expand my 
basketball IQ,” Hayes said. 

The girls’ team has a record of 5-8 
and an ECC record of 3-5. The team 
still has eight games left before their 
tournament run.

“Kate and Jillian bring a lot of 
energy and speed that will help us 
when it comes to the tournament,” 
Kristen Oshima (12) said. “They 
give us a lot of opportunities to score 
both inside and beyond the three point 
line.” 

The boys’ team is in third place 
behind Walnut Hills and Kings in the 
ECC with a record of 4-3. They have 
a total record of 7-5 with ten games 
left to play. The two freshmen on the 
varsity team could be to thank for their 
hunt for the conference championship. 

Hedgepeth occupies number ten 
and plays point guard. He has played 
in 11 out of 12 games so far and has 
scored 21 points. He’s made 64.3% 
of all his free throws as well, one of 

the highest and most consistent free throw 
shooters on the team. 

“I practice free throws every day,” 
Hedgepeth says. “Making free throws 
benefits us because it’s another source of 

offense.” 
Hedgepe th  i s  r anked  wi th  many 

upperclassmen in offensive leaders. He has 
14 assists, which puts him at number 27 in 
the ECC. 

Soth is 6’3” and plays center. He sometimes 
performs the tip-off at the beginning of the 
game as well. Soth is a multi-sport athlete 
and contributes his success on the court to his 
success on the baseball diamond. 

“Baseball has helped me with basketball by 
getting my hand-eye coordination better. The 
sports are pretty much opposites, but I feel like 
I am much more alert on the court by playing 
baseball,” Soth said. 

Senior captain Mitch Robinson agrees 
that the two freshmen have been helpful to 
the team. 

“Alec has been great coming off the bench 
giving the other big guys a rest,” Robinson 
said. “Collin helps us a lot because he’s one 
of the better ball handlers on the team.”

Despite being the youngest players on the 
team, the freshmen class has shown that they 
deserve to be on the team and they’re putting 
in the work to earn their spot.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  H e r b 
L a u g h m a n  ( C o a c h ) , 
Warden  has  g rown in 
many  ways  s i nce  he r 
freshman year.

“Kate lyn  went  f rom 
a role player, to now a 
Captain,  leader,  and a 
positive influence to the 
team on and off the floor,” 
Coach Laughman said.

O n e  o f  t h e 
underc lassmen on  the 
team further described 
her leadership.

“Kat’s like the mom of 
the group and she always 
supports and encourages 
us during practice and 
games, and she’s a really 
great leader on and off 
t he  cour t , ”  Courtney 
Henthorn (10) said.

C o a c h  L a u g h m a n 
fu r the r  exp re s sed  h i s 
pride in Warden.

“ I  a m  p r o u d  t o 
have  coached Kate lyn 
Warden.  She has helped 
Loveland Girls’ Basketball 
become a very respectful 
program.  She is the type 
of person and player this 
program needs,” he said.
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Antarctic ozone layer shown to be healing 
By: Patrick Seroogy

Business Manager@rlovelandroar

The hole in the ozone layer over the 
Antarctic, that which protects the Earth 
from harmful ultraviolet rays, has 

long been an environmental concern - once a 
phenomenon, even, according to the University 
of Copenhagen. However, worldwide efforts 
to mend the hole since three decades ago have 
started to bear fruit, as the ozone layer has shown 
encouraging signs that it is beginning to heal.

A study published in the journal Science found 
that the hole in the ozone layer had shrunk by 
about 1.5 million square miles, according to 
CNN, from the average 10 million square miles 
observed yearly since 1991. Scientists attribute 
this healing to the 1987 Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 
colloquially shortened to the Montreal Protocol.

The ozone layer itself had been discovered many 
decades prior, but the Antarctic ozone hole was 
discovered in 1984 and reported by a scientific 
paper in the journal Nature the following year, 
according to theozonehole.com, a website 
operated by the Ozone Hole Organization. 

The Montreal Protocol, negotiated two years 
later, was an international agreement (in the 
form of a treaty) to phase out the production 
and consumption of ozone-depleting chemicals 

such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other 
halogenated chemicals (such substances were 
then common in refrigerators, air conditioners 
and aerosol cans).

Concentration of CFC and similar compounds 
above Antarctica peaked in the late 1990s to 
early 2000s and have been dropping ever since, 
according to Science News magazine. 

“Chemical reactions involving these 
compounds break apart the oxygen atoms (in 
the form of O3, or trioxygen, called ozone) 
that make up ozone molecules, leading to the 
hole in the layer,” Mrs. Partridge (chemistry) 
said.  “These compounds form clouds (in the 
lower stratosphere, where the ozone layer is also 
located) in the Southern Hemisphere winter and 
are prompted by sunlight to disperse and break 
down the ozone in the spring, when the hole in 
the layer forms.” 

Relayed by Science News magazine, the hole 
actually closes up for the most part, in a sense, 
in wintertime, only to be broken apart by the 
dispersal of these chemical clouds.

According to NASA, the Antarctic ozone hole’s 
relative shrinkage was consistent with scientific 
expectation and projected models of “ozone 
depletion chemistry and stratospheric weather.”

Now, there is a possible misconception 
concerning the ozone hole:  to paraphrase 
theozonehole.com, the “hole” in the layer is not 
really a hole, but a depression or reduction in the 

concentration of ozone over Antarctica. 
Coupled with the more solidly reported but 

misconstrued correlation of the ozone hole with 
global warming, according to the International 
Journal of Environmental Studies, the general 
misreckoning of the public, with its “limited 
scientific knowledge” concerning ozone 
depletion (along with global warming), was such 
that many may not have had the whole, accurate 
picture in mind.

Nonetheless, the ozone hole was seen as a 
“hot issue” and imminent risk (the issue was 
widely reported by the press), according to the 
University of Copenhagen, by the general public 
and lay people, or those without professional 
knowledge in a particular subject. They feared 
personal consequences such as skin cancer, 
cataracts, damage to plants and crops, and 
other problems caused by ultraviolet radiation 
(thinking that this ozone depletion may spread 
elsewhere).

Susan Solomon, an atmospheric chemist of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
the head of the team of researchers conducting 
the initial study, said in a statement that public 
engagement was key to solving the ozone 
problem. She said that the world coming together 
to identify an issue that threatened society 
(relatively) and develop new technologies to fix 
it resulted in the most successful environmental 
treaty in history.  
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My 
Weird 

Life
Important Lesson:
Exploring can lead to new experiences

Photo by Jon Parker

By Jon Parker
Photo Editor@ijurassicparker

Abandoned places are all over, 
including in Michigan. This 
photo was taken atop 
an abandoned ski resort near 
Traverse City. 

I’ve found myself in some strange places and situations 
in my life so far, many that have changed my ideology 
and inspired me to become who I am today. 

A few of my close friends and I took a trip up to 
Michigan last summer where we stayed at my friend 
Brady’s Grandmother’s home near Traverse City. We 
met up with some of the locals of the town that were 
close friends with Brady and they showed us the many 
beauties of upper Michigan. 

We spent time jumping into the freezing cold water off 
docks and tubing with Brady’s Grandpa as he tried his 
best to flip us off the tube. The days in Michigan were 
packed with constant adventure and seemed so very short 
as we were having such a great time. Brady mentioned 
to us that there was an abandoned ski resort up the street 
from his Grandparent’s house. 

We decided to go check it out. As we arrived a huge 
hill stood in front of us and we ventured to the top. A 
view of Lake Michigan was very clear along with 
smaller neighboring lakes. We spent time on top of the 
ski hill climbing around the ski lifts and exploring the 
old building atop it. We headed back down the hill and 
noticed the resort’s back door was open. 

Completely abandoned, we explored the old resort 
from the pool house to the offices downstairs. It seemed 
like everyone just up and left one day as there were 
personal items in the offices and still were thousands of 
skis and snowboards just sitting in the lodge.

 The resort was very eerie and was so large with 
hundreds of guest rooms and many dining halls with 
food still on some of the plates just decaying away. We 
were all very creeped out by how it seemed everyone just 
evacuated for some reason and never came back. 

The life of the resort spoke to me and really felt like 
there were people still staying there which made it very 
nerve racking. My friends and I ventured out of the resort 
and headed home. We ended up going back the next day 
just to see the history and the past memories many spent 
at the resort once more. 

It was very interesting and peaceful to know the 
memories many made at that abandoned resort. Sugar 
Loaf Mountain was the name of the unremembered 
resort, and it was one of the strangest and most interesting 
things I’ve experienced. 

How so many people just up and left for a reason that 
is unknown. We ended our day by venturing to the top 
of the ski hill again and watched the sun set down upon 
Lake Michigan, reflecting back at us on those forgotten 
slopes.

Naticchioni uses art as therapy 

Emily Naticchioni (12) finds inspiration in 
everything that surrounds her. Music, people, 
nature, and even the internet spark her interest 

and help her to create.
Naticchioni has always had 

an artist’s eye, which has been 
supported by her friends, family, 
and teachers. 

“I’ve be interested in art since 
forever,” she said. “My mom is 
really artsy, so I grew up with it.”

She uses her art to relieve 
stress. With a therapy in its 
field, art has been proven to be 
an excellent way to unwind and 
put your thoughts into a physical 
form.

Her preferred method is 
through painting, especially with 
acrylic paints. 

“I love being able to mix 
colors, and I feel like I have 
control. It’s also very relaxing.”

Naticchioni, of course, has 
taken multiple art classes 

throughout high school, but her favorite has been AP Art. 
She loved the way it pushed her and showed her what she 
was truly capable of.

There are many artists she looks up to, but there are a 
few that truly stand out to her. She looks up to 

Frida Khalo, simply because a 
legend through and through. She 
loves Bob Ross and his works, 
specifically because he can paint 
an Alaskan landscape in close to 
twenty minutes.

She looks up to Charmanie 
Olivia and her “insane” works, 
and Lena Danya because she 
can paint pictures of people 
underwater, and she makes it 
look real. Lastly, she looks up to 
Bill Alexander. “He taught Bob 
Ross how to paint--enough said.”

Naticchioni has been 
showcased in the Scholastics Art 
Awards for two years in a row. 

She is continuing her 
education, planning on minoring 
in something art-related and 
exploring the teaching of art 
therapy.

By Niki Fiorenza
Entertainment Editor@nikifiorenza

Emily Naticchioni (12) crafts pictures 
that represent her life as therapy. 
She drew this picture of her and her 
brother, Alec, using a pencil. 

Photo courtesy of Emily Naticchioni 
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Leah Jordan relaunches her 
Loves the Love 2.0 campaign

Student of 
the Month: 
Jane Pearson

The Roar: What do you think you are the most known 
for/ what is your most redeeming quality?

Jane Pearson: I think I am most well-known for my 
tiny hands (a twin pair can be found in Erica Perl’s bag). 
Some people may find them “creepy” or “weird,” but 
they provide an unparalleled element of humor in my life.

TR: What would the name of your debut album be?
JP: To honor my ancestors and my devotion to memes, 

I would name my debut album “Shout Out to All My 
Pears”.

TR: A penguin walks through that door right now 
wearing a sombrero. What does he say and why is he 
here?

JP: This penguin would enter with a suave “Hola 
muchachos.” He’s obviously here to celebrate the 
diversity of our culture. I mean, a black and white animal 
in Mexican apparel? How much more diverse can you 
get? 

TR: Pick 5 of your most cherished possessions. 
JP: 1) Tiny hands
2) Land o Lakes cottage cheese
3) Babies (I don’t own them, but I love them.)
4) My furry steering wheel cover
5) The hula man on my dashboard named “Manny”
TR: If you had to describe your personality with a song 

title, which would it be?
JP: Pump Up the Jam.
TR: What is your proudest achievement?
JP: My proudest achievement would have to be getting 

a follow back from Mr. Jeremy Ward (Science) on 
Twitter my freshman year. 

TR: What is your guilty pleasure?
JP: My guilty pleasure that I don’t feel guilty about at 

all is attending Mrs. Kelly Partridge’s (Science) weekly 
Jazzersize class. A great woman, a great workout, a great 
establishment- who could ask for more?

TR: Pick 3 people, dead or alive, to have dinner with. 
What would you be eating, and what would you discuss?

JP: I would choose to eat dinner with 3 of the founders 
of the lost colony of Roanoke. I need to know what 
happened to them- where did they go? Oh, and we would 
obviously be eating a fresh kill with some hand-shucked 
corn (sorry to any vegetarians out there).

TR: If you could ask your pet 3 questions, what would 
they be?

JP: I would ask my beloved yorkie poo, “Why do you 
always choose my dad over me? Why do you and your 
fellow brethren drink water in the most inefficient way 
possible? Do your barks actually translate to words, or 
are you just screaming at the neighborhood doggos?”

Some may know Leah 
Jordan (12) as number 

one on the softball field, 
the Old Navy employee, 
or maybe even the future 
Kentucky Wildcat, but in 
addition to her wide range 
of extracurricular activities, 
Jordan has teamed up 
with a nationally known 
group, The Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society (LLS), 
to raise money for pediatric 
cancer research.

In 2009, Jordan was 
diagnosed with Acute 
Myelogenous Leukemia 
(AML), the second most 
common type of cancer 
among children. Jordan was 
quickly sent to Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital where 
she received four rounds of 
chemotherapy followed by 
a seven month stay in the 
hospital.  

LLS has always been a 
close organization to Jordan 
since it helped her win 
her battle with AML and 
become eight years cancer 

free. It also introduced 
her to Liz Lothrop and 
Christopher “Critter” 
Smith, her best friends 
while receiving treatment. 
She will be honoring their 
memory by participating in 
LLS’ annual Student of the 
Year fundraising challenge. 

“While I was in the 
hospital, I made many 
friends who helped me get 
through the hardest time 
of my life,” Jordan said. 
“Critter and Liz were two of 
my best friends and together, 
we cheered each other on 
and helped one another fight 
our battles.”

Jordan has relaunched 
her campaign, Loves the 
Love 2.0, to help reach her 
goal of raising $10,000 for 
LLS. She is selling t-shirts, 
organizing a dodge ball 
tournament for high school 
students, and accepting 
donations electronically. 
She also is collecting silent 
auction items for a final 
banquet held at the Newport 
Aquarium where the 
proceeds of the items Jordan 
is responsible for will go 

By Erica Perl
News and editorials editor@heylookitserica

towards 
her fundraising goal. 

The Student of the Year 
challenge takes place from 
January 5th to February 
24th and Jordan would 
appreciate any help she can 
get. She has already raised 
$3,000, but is confident in 
her peers and community to 
help her achieve her goal. 

“I feel honored and 
excited to see how much 
money I can raise for such 
a great cause,” Jordan said. 
“I can’t wait to see how the 
rest of the fundraiser goes.” 

Jordan has been an 
inspiration to many others 

about getting involved with 
LLS and raising money for 
a cure. For example, Claire 
Edison (12) is one of 25 
seniors raising money for 
Loves the Love 2.0. 

“Leah has had an immense 
impact on my life,” Edison 
said. “She is so strong and 
inspires me every day.”

Jordan has won her battle 
with cancer and wants to 
win this one as well. For any 
more questions about Jordan 
or her fundraising challenge, 
email teamluvtheluv2.0@
gmail.com or visit 
www.studentseries.org/
participate/high-schools.

Members of Loves the Love 2.0  
pose for a picture at the Turpin 
game. They have been raising 
money for Leah’s team.

Photo courtesy of Lauren Catalfino 

Photo by Erica Perl

Senior gives a look inside 
her miniature possesions
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New Year, New Moves 

Sean Mary (12) alongside Renn Redslob (12) and Andrew 
Moss (12) dance in an opening formation during By Request’s 
first song, “Victorious” by Panic! At the Disco. By Request 
performed last in the evening behind Allure and Revolution. 

August Lamson (12) dances during his solo in the show’s 
last song “Shame” by The Strike.. Along side him is Daniella 
Moncada (12), Alex Scharfenberger (11), Ricky Vilar (11), 
and Amanda Hains (10)  as they maintain the energy of the 
song with choreography.. The show ended as an uproar came 
from the crowd and a standing ovation was received for the 
performance and the preview night of all show choirs as a 
whole.

Rachel Ingal (12) sings her solo “Shake the Room” by Gamu 
as other By Request girls echoed her on. To finish the song 
Ingal rapped the rest of the lyrics as the boys in the group 
flooded out on stage in their second set of outfits of the night 
to begin the second half of the show. 

Lillian DeMillia (11)  performs her solo in Allure’s first song, 
“Confident” by Demi  Lovato, as other members hold a formation 
around her to open the show. Allure performed after the middle 
school group Revolution. 

Show Choir: New Year, New Moves
 
 

The show choirs are coming into the new year with big expecta-
tions as both Allure and By Request had such a great season 
last year. With such a power performance at the show choir’s 

preview night and a successful weekend in Beavercreek where By Re-
quest won overall grand champs and received best vocals, best choreog-
raphy, and best band along side of Allure which won grand champions 
of the women’s division and placed third overall, a few members dis-
cussed how they felt their season was going and what goals they have 
for the rest of the year.

Noah Elliot (12) “So far I feel really great about the season. Every-
one is trying their best and we are all having a good time doing what 
we love and if we succeed along the way then that is great! Some goals 
I have for this year are that every performance that we do we try to get 
better and lay down the best show we can. Another goal of mine is to 
make this year the best one ever and make new friends and make the 
most out of it.”

Lauren Ratterman (11) “I feel as if the season so far is great and that 
we are doing very well. Some goals I have this year are to keep trying to 
get better to never think that it is good enough.”

Claire Edison (12) “I feel so good about the season so far. Everyone 
has been working so hard and putting so much time and energy into the 
group. Beavercreek was a great start to the season and I can’t wait to 
see what else we can accomplish. One goal that I have is to personally 
improve and improve as a group with every performance. Another goal 
is to stay positive and to enjoy every second I have left with everyone.”

Claire Edison (12) along side Alex Scharfenberger (11) 
sing the song “Ain’t Nothing Wrong With That” by Robert 
Randolph and the Family Band. The entire group in their 
second set of outfits continued on with the rest of the show. 

Preview night leads into a “Victorious” 
weekend in Beavercreek. 


