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CTLE Courses to Keep You on Your Game! 
 

Face-to-Face Learn-shops 
 

F16-01 Google Cardboard – A ‘Virtual’ Reality (K-12) NEW!!! 
This play session will introduce participants to Virtual Reality 
using Google Cardboard. Participants will need a smartphone 
and the ability to download the Virtual Reality Apps we’ll be 
exploring during this session. Get ready to be surprised--this is 
one of the more spectacular Google tools now available! 
September 28, 4-7pm (3 hours, $15), Mike Fisher 
 

F16-02 Classroom Management for Success (K-12)  
Having a hard time getting through material and course content? 
Frustrated with having to shush you students time and time 
again? Come in to discuss strategies and ideas from Lee Canter’s 
book, Classroom Management for Academic Success. We will be 
discussing behavior narration, corrective actions, the behavior 
management cycle and much more! All ideas can be 
implemented immediately with little to no extra planning. 
Strategies and ideas are for all grades across all subject areas. 
October 3, 4:00-7:00pm (3 hrs, $15), Katy Franks 
 

F16-03 25 Ways to Use QR Codes (K-6) 
Build literacy, create homework helpers, engage students in 
math like never before, all by using QR codes in the classroom. 
During this workshop, learn how to create QR codes, find ideas 
of how to use codes, and prepare lessons you can leave with to 
take directly back to your classroom!  
October 11, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Dan Mault 
 

F16-04 You Thought You Knew YouTube (K-12) 
Want to get the most out of YouTube that you can as an 
educator? Come find out how much there is to know about 
YouTube and become familiar with using it in your classroom. 
October 12, 4:30-7:30pm, (3 hrs, $15) Matt Mariglia 
 

F16-05 Google Classroom Applications for K-2 
Do you get frustrated that most technology is geared toward 
older students? This workshop will guide you in using these 
awesome free google tools in the primary grades.  
October 13, 4:30-7:300pm, (3 hrs, $15) Dana Comas Baez 
 

F16-06 Square Foot Gardening with the Next Generation 
Science Standards (K-8) 
Do you have a school garden? Would you like to start one? Start 
the planning process now! Learn this fun, easy approach outlined 
by Mel Bartholomew in his book "Square Foot Gardening with 
Kids" and see how it came to life at Errick Road School. Learn 
how you can engage and excite your students using the Next 
Generation Science Standards. Find out how student scientists 
can grow and harvest vegetables in their schoolyard, greenhouse 
or windowsill! 
October 18, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Brooke Harris 
 

F16-07 Tech Resources and Tools Galore (K-12) 
Whether you are overwhelmed by all the tools and resources, 
looking for an easy way to manage and organize your entire tech  

 
tools and resources, or just want MORE tools and resources. This 
hands-on course will help you with all three.  
October 19, 4:30-7:300pm, (3 hrs, $15) Dana Comas Baez 
 

F16-08 It’s All Fun & Games: Assessing with iPads (3-12) 
Formative assessment and review sessions have been made so 
much easier with the iPad. Plickers, Kahoot, Socrative, and 
Nearpod will all be covered during this interactive, workshop-
style session. Learn about each program and then create 
materials to take back to your classroom. 
October 25, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Daniel Mault 
 

F16-09 Sentence Combining: One Sophisticated, Effective 
Sentence is Better than Poorly Written Paragraph (1-12) 
Sentence combining is the manipulation of phrases, clauses and 
kernel sentences to write more complex sentences. Participants 
will learn cued and un-cued sentence combining exercises 
addressing adverbs, nouns, free modifiers, appositives, etc. using 
students’ own writing samples and authentic texts. 
October 26, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Kathy Donner 
 

F16-10 Teacher Toolbox (K-12) 
A boat load of web resources for teachers! The NYS Teaching 
Standards address technology repeatedly. Come learn some 
ways how technology and web based applications can help 
teachers make their lessons better and instruct in the CCLS. 
Google applications, assessment, storytelling resources, & more! 
November 2, 4:30-7:30pm, (3 hrs, $15) Matt Mariglia 
 

F16-11 NGSS (Science) Hands-On Learning Labs (K-5) 
Are you ready to teach the Next Generation Science Standards? 
Learn how to actively engage your students with these simple, 
effective (and fun!) labs that foster science and engineering 
practices while delivering core ideas and concepts. Use this 
hands-on approach to meet the learning goals of your students 
and turn science into their favorite subject - no bubble sheets 
will be used in this workshop! 
November 3, 4:30-7:30pm, (3 hrs, $15) Brooke Harris 
 

F16-12 Google+ Communities (K-12) 
Google+ What's all the fuss? Just like the students in your class 
need to be treated as individual learners, so do you! And while 
there are plenty of workshops to attend sometimes they just 
aren’t convenient. With Google + Communities, PD resources 
right at your fingertips. It’s open 24/7, connects educators from 
around the globe, and covers countless topics across grade levels 
and subject areas. It truly becomes PLN (learning network).  
November 7, 4:30-7:300pm, (3 hrs, $15) Dana Comas Baez 
 
F16-13 Create Quality Materials & Make Money! (3-12) 
Learn how to create common-core aligned, differentiated, 
engaging, and PROFESSIONAL materials for your classroom, 
while making a few extra bucks. Teachers will learn the basics of 
putting together a quality product to meet the needs of their 

http://onteachercenter.wix.com/ontc
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classroom, as well as how to post these materials on Teachers 
Pay Teachers to allow true collaboration. Come prepared with a 
few ideas/activities you've made for your classroom!  
November 8 AND 15, 4:00-7:00pm, (6 hrs, $30) Dan Mault 
 

F16-14 Self-Regulated Strategy Development in Writing (2-12) 
Writing requires the interaction of both cognitive and physical 
processes. Students must rely on active working memory to hold 
things together in their minds and store new information. 
Participants will learn how to select strategies using the SRSD 
model, match instructional strategies to different writing tasks, 
and construct color-coded outlines as a scaffold for tasks. 
November 9, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Kathy Donner 
 

F16-15 Build Readers, Writers, Thinkers with Podcasting (1-6) 
Podcasting is a motivating tool which strengthens language arts 
skills while deepening knowledge in any curricular area. This 
workshop will show you how to get the software you need and 
how to get started. Turn your kids into newscasters, book critics, 
and problem solvers with podcasting. 
November 29, 4:00-7:00pm, (3 hrs, $15) Dan Mault 
 

Online Learning with Books-A Collaborative Learning 
Experience Focused on Research Based Texts 
For all BOOK courses, participants must obtain and 
read the book. The Teacher Center has some for loan 
 

B16-02 Making Nonfiction Texts Come Alive 
Are you and your classroom prepared for the shift to using 
nonfiction texts regularly in your classroom? This course, will 
address the challenges of balancing your classroom text, creating 
activities for nonfiction text, and effective skills and strategies for 
making nonfiction reading materials a daily part of your 
classroom. Based on the book, Making Nonfiction and Other 
Informational Texts Come Alive, by Kathy Pike.  
July 11-25, online (15 hours, $75) Kristi Davis 
 

B16-03 Motivating Students 25 Strategies to Light the Fire of 
Engagement 
This online course is a study of the book Motivating Students by 
Carolyn Chapman and Nicole Vagle. After reading the book, this 
course will explore and reflect upon ways we use engagement 
and motivation in our classroom currently, and develop and 
discuss new ways and strategies for the next school year.  
July 18-August 1, online (15 hours, $75) Erin Komendat 
 

B16-04 What Great Teachers Do Differently (K-12) FREE 

Using the book, What Great Teachers Do Differently: 17 Things 
That Matter Most by Todd Whitaker, participants will look at 
skills educators need to be effective in this century and how to 
be the best teacher you can be. They will also discuss the debate 
over praise and rewards and the power of expectations. 
Participants will discuss objectives of the book as well as share 
examples of their own teaching experiences.  
August 1-30, online (15 hours, FREE) Renee Luck 
 

B16-05 Closer Reading for Upper Elementary (3-6) 
This online course is a book study of Closer Reading by Nancy 
Boyles. This course will allow for a further (or closer!) 
development and understanding of the close reading movement. 

This will include discussion and development of an instructional 
model, as well as choosing appropriate complex texts.  
August 8-22, online (15 hours, $75) Erin Komendat 
 

B16-06 Vocabulary and the Common Core (K-12) 
This class will be based on the book Vocabulary for the Common 
Core by Robert Marzano. In the class participants will learn about 
and discuss vocabulary development and the new challenges 
faced in regard to the CCLS. Participants will explore tools and 
activities for vocabulary development with struggling students 
and new tools for vocabulary instruction.  
August 15-29, online (15 hours, $75), Kristi Davis 
 

B16-07 Making Smart Choices in Challenging Times (K-12) 
Making Smart Choices in Challenging Times is a class that allows 
staff to develop lessons and activities which will promote healthy 
lifestyles and choices. We will be analyzing trends and challenges 
that are facing today’s student and developing classroom 
activities that will meet the needs of our current population. The 
focus will be to integrate character education principles into 
every aspect of learning. Based on the book The Six Most 
Important Decisions by Sean Covey. A final project is required. 
August 15-29, online (15 hours, $75), Kathy Halter 
 

B16-08 Understanding Poverty's Influence on Students (K-12)  
Did you know that the majority of U.S. public school students live 
in poverty? Poverty is more than families not having enough 
money - it impacts every aspect of their lives, including 
education. This course is based upon the work of Ruby Payne, 
Ph.D. and her book, A Framework for Understanding Poverty 
(4th Ed). During this course you will explore the impact of 
poverty on parents and children and develop tools and strategies 
to improve your effectiveness in working with students from all 
backgrounds. 
September 15-30, online (15 hours, $75) Dr. Michelle Baird 
 

B16-09 The Excellent 11: Motivate Your Students (K-12)  
This class is based on Ron Clark's motivational book, The 
Excellent 11: Qualities Teachers and Parents Use to Motivate, 
Inspire, and Educate Children, full of ideas and tricks for creating 
a positive classroom setting and re-energizing your students. 
Classroom participants will enjoy Ron's humorous stories, while 
sharing their anecdotes from their own classrooms. Participants 
will leave this class with fresh ideas to try in their classrooms.  
September 19-October 3, online (15 hrs, $75) Clare Cavanaugh 
 

B16-10 Close Reading of Informational Texts (3-8 ELA Teachers) 
Through the book Close Reading of Informational Texts: 
Assessment Driven Instruction in Grades 3-8, teachers will learn 
instructional strategies to meet the demands of the CCLS in ELA.  
October 3-17, online (15 hours, $75) Kristi Davis 
 

B16-11 Common Sense and the Common Core (K-12) 
Based on the book, The Common Sense Guide to the Common 
Core, by Katherine McKnight. Participants will learn teacher-
tested and research-based methods for implementing the 
common core learning standards in practical ways. Participants 
will share their experiences with the common core and learn 
new tools and resources.  
November 7-21, online (15 hours, $75) Kristi Davis 
 



B16-12 The Last Lecture (K-12)  
This class is based on the book, Last Lecture, written by the late 
Randy Paush, a college professor that was diagnosed with a 
terminal illness. He wrote this book to share some life lessons 
with his children. It became a best seller and touched the lives of 
many others. It shares the importance of overcoming obstacles 
and seizing every moment in your live. As you read his story, you 
will be able to reflect and see how these life lessons can be 
applied to your life and your own classroom!  
November 28-Dec 12, online (15 hrs, $75) Clare Cavanaugh 
 

Strategic Online Courses - Providing Flexibility to 
Learn at Your Own Time and Pace 
 

O16-23 ESL Literacy and RTI Development (K-12) 
The course will focus on ways to effectively differentiate literacy 
instruction for the adolescent learner as well as elementary 
students.  Students will learn a wide-range of instructional 
approaches to support academic development using data 
analysis and RTI. Students will study ELLs, cultural diversity, and 
learning/behavior disabilities, and will examine the curricular 
implications and interventions for the development of literacy 
skills. Can apply towards 15% or 50% of new CTLE ELL hours. 
July 8-August 13, online (15 hours, $75) Jeff Betz 
 

O16-24 Engage in Meaningful Educational Conversations (K-12) 
This course is designed to explore the online world of Edutopia in 
order to read current articles and blogs about what is currently 
working and trending in education. We will engage in meaningful 
conversations and reflect on ways to enhance your own 
instruction to meet the demands of CCSS. 
July 11-25, online (12 hours, $60) Jessi Toepfer 
 

O16-25 Apps For Educators: Assessment Preparation (K-12) 
There are four great apps/websites that are easy to use and 
essential to your teacher toolkit. All of the apps/websites can be 
used on a variety of platforms so it does not matter what you are 
using to complete this workshop. We will begin with Kahoot, one 
of my favorite sites and then take a look at Socrative, Quizlet 
which is a flash card and test prep site, and EdPuzzle which is 
becoming very popular in many classrooms.  
July 25-August 5, online (12 hours, $60) Kathy Halter 
 

O16-26 It’s All About the Character (P-12)  
It goes without saying, we are all uniquely different. What is 
acceptable behavior or not differs among teachers and students. 
So what can we do to understand and work with each other? 
This class will discover the history of character, types of 
characters how character is developed and how to work with 
different types of people. 
July 28-Aug 11, online (9 hours, $45) Donna Strzalka 
 

O16-27 Beginner’s Guide to YouTube (K-12)  
Setting up a YouTube account is the first step towards utilizing 
this great classroom tool. This class will teach you how to create 
and set up homepages, channels, playlist and subscriptions. 
August 1-8, online (6 hours, $30) Mark Hanes 
 

To Register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ontcfall2016 

Courses are $5/hour. Please send payment to Teacher Center. 

O16-28 Working with the Emerging Adolescent Learner (5-9)  
Have you ever wondered about what makes middle school 
students so unique? The course focuses on 3 areas: (1) 
differences of young adolescents as learners from children and 
older adolescents; (2) the physical, social, emotional, and 
intellectual characteristics of young adolescents as learners; and 
(3) implications of those characteristics for developing effective 
middle-school curricula and school practices. 
August 1-15, online (15 hours, $75) Dr. Michelle Baird 
 

O16-29 Fostering Creativity, Communication & Collaboration  
Students feel empowered when they know they have a reason 
for completing their work; when they know they have an 
audience. The internet has opened many doors for students to 
share their work and create a difference in their schools, 
community, and world. This online course will explore multiple 
ways to connect students with authentic audiences which will 
motivate students like never before. (3-12) 
October 5-19, online (12 hours, $60) Daniel Mault 
 

O16-30 Memory, or did I just say that? (P-12)  
Memories are an essential part of our existence. We have to 
remember facts, figures and what we’re doing next and what we 
just did, not to mention what we just said or didn’t say. We all 
have those lapses of memory here and there, but how can we 
overcome those them? How can we improve our memories? 
With so much technology today, students have issues with 
memory too. We’ll investigate what memory is, the different 
types of memory, the brain and memory, memory boosters, 
disorders, and more.  
October 12-26, online (12 hours, $60) Donna Strzalka 
 

O16-31 Exploring Web Hunts and Web Quests (K-12)  
If you like to explore websites on the internet to find useful 
resources for your classroom - then this is the course for you! In 
this class, you will be able to compare and contrast a variety of 
web hunts and web quests. You will learn what each one has to 
offer and why you may use one over the other in your classroom. 
You will walk away with various web hunt and web quest links 
that you can easily implement into your classroom to meet CCSS! 
October 17-31, online (15 hours, $75) Clare Cavanaugh 
 

O16-32 Exploring the Educational Uses of QR Codes (K-12)  
QR codes are becoming a great educational tool for both 
teachers and students to use in the classroom. This unique piece 
of technology allows for anyone to access information, 
assignments, and assessments though their smart phone/ tablet. 
October 24-November 7, online (9 hours, $45) Mark Hanes 

 

O16-33 Reading to Learn: Developing Literacy in Science Why 
do so many students struggle to read and comprehend science 
texts? This course is designed to provide you with knowledge 
and strategies to help your students to better comprehend 
science texts. By the end of this course you will be able to: (1) 
explain the key activities of science and the specific challenges of 
science texts; (2) learn, recognize and apply pre-, during-, and 
post-reading strategies to support students’ reading  in science; 
and (3) develop reading activities to use immediately in your 
science classroom. (K-6, 7-12 Science, and SE teachers)  
November 1-15, online (15 hours, $75) Dr. Michelle Baird 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ontcfall2016


O16-34 ED Children (P-12)  
Have you had a student with an emotional issue in your class? Do 
you ever wonder if an emotional disturbance is going 
undiagnosed? Emotional disturbance can be a sensitive subject, 
but as professionals, it’s important to be aware of the many 
topics of emotional problems that there are. The class will 
investigate the topic, and provide some insight into classroom 
situations and solutions. You can make a powerful difference in a 
student’s life with insight and instructional strategies that work. 
November 2-16, online (6 hours, $30) Donna Strzalka 
 

O16-35 Teacher Websites You Can't Live Without! (K-12)  
Don't you hate it when you need to find something quick to use 
in your classroom and you can't seem to find it on the internet? 
Then, your colleague tells you about a great website after the 
fact. This class is all about investigating some great websites 
across the content areas that may be helpful to you and your 
students in your classroom. You will also share some of your own 
favorite websites and watch a video clip that will inspire you to 
use technology in your classroom. 
November 7-21, online (15 hours, $75) Clare Cavanaugh 
 

O16-36 Adding STEAM to Your Teaching Toolbox (K-12)  
This course will explore the STEAM framework, inquiry and 
Problem-based Learning (PBL). We will connect STEAM to the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Math and ELA as well 
as the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The 
culmination of the course will be the development of STEAM 
activities and resources that you can immediately implement 
into your particular curriculum and grade level. 
December 1-15, online (15 hours, $75) Dr. Michelle Baird 
 

Online Google Courses – Learn Tools and Strategies 
to Incorporate Google Apps into Your Classroom 
 

G16-01 Creative Lesson Planning with Google and the Common 
Core (K-12) 
Now that we have been working within the Common Core 
Standards for the last few years, and being introduced to Google 
Education, it is time to bring creativity into our planning. One of 
the bright spots of the common core is amount of information 
that is available to educators. Google has also provided 
educators with a wealth of resources for every curriculum that 
help us incorporate technology into every classroom. We will 
research, discuss, share and create lessons implementing 
common core standards as well as create google based lessons. 
July 11-25, online (15 hours, $75) Kathy Halter 
 

G16-02 Using Google Classroom (For GAFE teachers only) 
Part of Matt's Google Academy: Google Classroom is a powerful 
organizational resource for schools who have gone to Google 
Apps for Education. Learn the basics of the app that allows you 
to assign, edit, and correct classroom assignments all in a web 
based environment. (Must have a GAFE from District)  
G16-02 July 11-20, online (3 hours, $15) Matt Mariglia OR 
G16-06 October 17-26 
 

To Register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ontcfall2016 

Courses are $5/hour. Please send payment to Teacher Center. 
 

G16-03 Google Slides for Story Telling (K-12) 
Part of Matt's Google Academy: Learn a few tricks to teach 
students how to create stories using Google Slides. Learn the 
tricks and start creating your own Slides Stories. Great for use 
with all ages of students. Please create a Google account before.  
G16-03 July 25-August 2, online (3 hours, $15) Matt Mariglia OR 
G16-07 October 31-November 9 
 
G16-04 Fun with Google Forms (K-12) 
Part of Matt's Google Academy: Google's unsung hero is Google 
Forms. Most of us have taken one but not all of us have created 
one. Learn the ins and outs of forms and then create your own 
for assessments or any other data gathering need you have! 
Please create a Google account before class. 
G16-04 August 8-17, online (3 hours, $15) Matt Mariglia OR 
G16-09 November 28-December 7 
 
G16-05 Google Docs and Drive (K-12) 
Google Docs and Drive is a user friendly and free suite of online 
collaborative tools that bring tremendous potential for use in the 
classroom. These two programs provide the ability to enhance 
online interaction between teachers, parents, and students. 
September 26-October 10, online (15 hours, $75) Mark Hanes 
 
G16-08 Shake Up Learning with Google (K-12) 
Google is becoming a part of every classroom. This introductory 
class will help you see what all the enthusiasm is about. Based on 
the website—Shake Up Learning, we will review instructional 
technology resources, integration ideas and learn basic tips and 
tricks for bringing Google into every classroom. Whether you will 
be using Google on an iPad or PC, there is something for 
everyone. Begin integrating technology today! 
November 1-10, online (6 hours, $30) Kathy Halter 
 

G16-10 Google Education: Your Digital Compass (K-12) 
Today's networked world gives everyone a voice, a digital space, 
a bullhorn to be heard. While this freedom of expression is 
nothing new to our society, the medium is taking us into 
uncharted territory in our classroom as well as everyday life. 
Based on the publication from Mike Ribbel, Digital Citizenship in 
Schools, we will explore the elements that are essential for 
discussion in most schools. We will develop lessons that 
integrate digital citizenship and the CCSS and ISTE Standards. We 
will create project based activities and assessments using a 
Google based Interactive Notebook created by the instructor. 
November 29-December 15, online (15 hours, $75) Kathy Halter 

 

                   

                 Academy 
 

Google Academy – August 16, 2016 
At Niagara University, 8:30am-3pm 

Keynote, breakouts, lunch, closing $35 
Register Here: http://goo.gl/forms/Z31fqgufdU  

For session descriptions please visit 
www.onteachercenter.wix.com/ontc         
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