
ב"ה

Dedicated in the merit of menucha bas leah and
 shoshana bas menucha

ISSUE 13 - Kislev 5777 - December 2016 

Creating and Nurturing an Environment of Taharah

(Sichos Kodesh 5736, vol. 2, p. 170)

There is a common practice in the world that images of animals, such as 
dogs, cats, lions, and so on, are hung around the baby’s room. These are 
all impure animals. 
 
WWe need to conduct ourselves differently. Instead of these images, our 
children should have a tzedakah box, a bencher, kriyas Shema, or alef beis 
and so on, so that when the child looks around, he sees things related to 
Torah.
 
Just as a Just as a mezuzah is placed in a double covering in order to avoid halachic 
problems, this should also be done with a bencher, kriyas Shema, and alef 
beis. They should be bright and colorful in order to be pleasing to a child.

First the child will glance at these First the child will glance at these kedusha objects, and then will come the 
hand motions. When the child begins to talk, he will take an interest in 
these things. He will then be explained that we have Torah, and that Torah 
is the greatest sechorah (merchandise), and when he grows up, he will be 
given this wonderful sechorah.

Surround the child with objects of kedusha 
Television is an unparalleled breach of standards. Even the non-Jews have 
now come out with a campaign against television, which is devastating for 
children. They are considering how to restore the situation as much as 
possible.

HowHow shameful it is that in this case, Jews must learn from non-Jews. 
Moreover, we can see [how much of an effect it has had on the Jewish 
community] from the case of the four Jewish boys [who were recently 
involved in a murder], and other similar cases of killing and murder. Every-
one admits that one of the causes of this is television and movies, where 
killings and shooting are viewed.

Moreover, even if one thinks that he will only view the “pious” programs on 
television that one is allowed to view, how can the parents guarantee that the 
children will not view other, forbidden programs as well? 
The children will argue that if the parents view television, they 
may also view whatever they want – and especially here in America, 
where children aren’t so obedient to their parents. (Continued on next page)

Television

(Hisvaaduyos 5744, vol.1, p. 487)

Care in this area is especially important now since we are in the time of עקבתא דמשיחא when את רוח הטומאה אעביר מן הארץ (“I will remove the 
spirit of impurity from the land”). Therefore, we need to prepare for the coming of Moshiach by "tasting" from what will occur in the future by 
influencing those around us to use only images that are pure and holy. 

When the child gets older and begins to learn the shapes of letters, and is shown different 
shapes to make it easier to grasp the shape of the letters, efforts should be made that only 
kosher animals are shown. If any magazines, advertisements, and the like contain pictures of 
animals, especially those meant for children of chinuch age, these should be in the form of 
kosher animals.

When the animals come to aid in Torah study, to illustrate the story in Tanach and Midrashim, 
and so forth, the above does not apply.

Only pure animals

(Shaarei Chinuch, p. 127)

Some think that because their child is sent to a frum school, a school where 
the children learn only limmudei kodesh, they have fulfilled their obligation.
 
Parents must know that although a Torah institution is very important in 
order for the child to hold onto his chinuch, the Torah atmosphere in the 
home must be palpable. Even if the child comes home only to eat and 
sleep, he must sense the aura of Torah in the home.
  
This palpable aura in the home is created when the father, the business-
man, grabs every free moment to say a pasuk from the Torah, or a maamar 
of our chachomim; when the child sees sefarim all around the home, and 
when in everyday conversations, the mother brings up points and ideas 
from Tze’ena Ure’ena, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, and other Torah sources.

A palpable Torah atmosphere 

(Toras Menachem, vol. 10, pp. 288-289.)

Right from infancy, children should be given a complete Yiddishkeit, with no 
compromises or heteirim. … Hence, our chachomim invested tremendous effort 
to ensure the purity of the chinuch of Jewish boys and girls. They waged war 
so that no detail of chinuch would be compromised, even details that didn’t 
seem so important. They knew that the years of chinuch affect the entire life 
of the boy or girl, and that children must be given the firmness and inner of the boy or girl, and that children must be given the firmness and inner 
weaponry with which to overcome all the battles they are to encounter along 
their way in life. 

Every detail is important

(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 35, p. 12)

The true purpose of chinuch is not only for the child to learn. The purpose of 
chinuch is to accustom the child to kedusha, which connects his soul with 
kedusha and with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Accustoming a child to kedusha
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(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 18, p p .  459- 461)

What was the prohibition? My father-in-law himself wore boots. Rather, in 
the time of this shochet, boots were a new thing, and only the Jews who 
dressed and acted like the pritzim [wealthy non-Jewish landowners], took 
part in their wild parties, and the like, would dress that way. If someone 
dressed like this, people knew that he had strayed from the proper path. In 
the end, it became known that this shochet and his family had indeed 
strayed from the proper path.

In Lubavitch, a Jew once came to his father and asked him: “Is it an In Lubavitch, a Jew once came to his father and asked him: “Is it an 
accomplishment to sit in Lubavitch, closed in one’s room, and be a fine 
Jew? If one walks on the street in Petersburg and doesn’t sin there – that’s 
an accomplishment.” He continued: “Even that is no accomplishment. 
Being in Petersburg, going inside the theater, sitting with one’s eyes shut, 
and not sinning – that’s an accomplishment.” Then the Jew went further: 
“Even that is not enough. Sitting inside a theater in Petersburg with one’s 
eyes open, and not sinning – thateyes open, and not sinning – that’s an accomplishment.” He continued 
further: “Even that is not enough. Entering the theater, sitting near the stage 
where the performers perform, and then not sinning – that is a great 
accomplishment.” In this way, he detailed an entire list of activities, and one 
can readily imagine how such a calculation can lead the person to fall to the 
lowest depths.

You should see to correct this in your own city, and you can even start 
doing so in New York, because here the need to correct this is very great.

One may ask, so why does so-and-so have a television? Are there not 
pious and even Chassidic Jews who have one? One should disregard 
them.

This is comparable to the 248 physical limbs. Not all of the personThis is comparable to the 248 physical limbs. Not all of the person’s limbs 
are healthy. One person’s eyesight is weak, while another is weak in 
another limb, and so on. Would it be reasonable for one to say that since 
another is sick in his eyes, he also wants to be sick in his eyes? So too, 
with regard to spiritual matters: No one is perfect, and everyone does as 
much as he can in observance of Torah and mitzvos. Why should one 
learn a fault from someone else? 

Of all those who have a television, none will say that he bought it to Of all those who have a television, none will say that he bought it to 
increase his fear of Heaven or fine character traits. Everyone has an 
excuse for it – it’s a piece of furniture for his house, or for his wife. Or he 
says that he received it as a gift – should he throw it out?!

Once people were careful not to pass by a church; one would go around. Once people were careful not to pass by a church; one would go around. 
A mother would not allow her child to go near a church or see a crucifix. 
Yet nowadays, through television they bring the church, the priest, and 
the crucifix into the house, Rachmana litzlan (may Hashem save us).

AA young rabbi – in fact fine and G–d-fearing, from a pious yeshiva – 
related that he listens and watches television every day from twelve 
o’clock to one o’clock. At that time a priest speaks, and from the priest’s 
sermon, he gathers material to speak about from the pulpit in his 
synagogue! He said this sincerely, and he thinks he’s doing it for the sake 
of Heaven, so that he will have what to sermonize about in his 
synagogue. He is oblivious to the tremendous sin that this involves.

Once, people would give up their lives not to hear a priest speak, but now, 
through television, they bring the priest into their home, and they even vest 
this in holiness, as being for the sake of Heaven.

This was the way of the early followers of the Enlightenment movement, 
whose motto was: “Be a Jew at home, but a mensch outside” – and some 
of them were even qualified rabbis.

ReallReally, what was wrong with this approach? The Code of Jewish Law does 
not forbid this. Indeed, one shouldn’t go in the streets screaming, “I am 
pious!” So what was forbidden about their motto?

But did we not see from experience what happened to them? And among 
their children and grandchildren, no trace of Judaism remains.

We once related the story of a shochet (ritual slaughterer) in the village of 
Lubavitch who wore boots and was then fired from his position.

And who can guarantee that the parents themselves will not fall into sin? And who can guarantee that the parents themselves will not fall into sin? 
Today they will view a permitted program, tomorrow they’ll sneak a peek at 
another program, and little by little, everything will become permissible to 
them.

An obvious argument: How could the world have existed ten years ago, 
before television was introduced? Didn’t the world function just the same in 
all areas?

[Owning a television] will also result in another detrimental e[Owning a television] will also result in another detrimental effect on others: 
When one knows that so-and-so, who has a full beard, has a television, 
and one doesn’t know whether that Jew only views permissible programs, 
he will view all the programs, even those that are forbidden to view, relying 
on that person’s conduct as permission.

Non-kosher music

Particularly in the field of [popular] music, the current situation... is [that it is designed] to 
conquer the hearts [of listeners]. 

The approach is not only secular, but it also forms the listeners’ attitude towards excitement 
of their evil inclination, [enticing them to] destroy the existing “boundaries” and “order” 
(including, to our greatest anguish, in the area of tznius in particular – and so on). 

...Its slogan is: “Everything is permissible; it is desirable for you to try out everything yourself ...Its slogan is: “Everything is permissible; it is desirable for you to try out everything yourself 
[and find out] what it is all about, and when the time comes, you will decide for yourself your 
attitude to everything without any preconceptions whatsoever”.

(Likkutei Sichos, vol. 38, p. 179)
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(Igros Kodesh, vol. 9, p. 96)

Given that reading secular sefarim is destructive and so forth, it is [nevertheless] known that one must go from the easier-to-ac-
cept to the more difficult, especially regarding publicizing the matter among women. After all, as our Sages have said in terms of 
this as well as regarding Matan Torah, women must be spoken to in a gentle way, as is explained in Rashi's commentary on the 
pasuk כה תאמר לבית יעקב. So too regarding the above, greater emphasis needs to be on aseh tov, reading sichos and the like. 
Then over time the psak din will be fulfilled: that a bit of light dispels a lot of darkness (and how much more so when it is a lot of 
light!). It is understood that my intention is not to give consent to their reading the secular books, but rather that slowly and light!). It is understood that my intention is not to give consent to their reading the secular books, but rather that slowly and 
gradually there will be a shift, with an emphasis on the matter of aseh tov.

(Kovetz Pninei Hasor, p. 42)

A child stood, waiting to receive a coin from the Rebbe. He was dressed in a Tzivos Hashem cap and a shirt that had a childish goyishe character on it. 
The Rebbe asked him if he is in Tzivos Hashem, and when the boy nodded yes, the Rebbe asked why he was wearing such a shirt…

Dressing like a Yid

(Toras Menachem, vol. 36, p. 367)

...Every Jewish woman is an akeres habayis, and the conduct of the 
Jewish home depends on her. She should ensure (and this applies to 
her as well as to her husband and children) that when they enter from 
the street, where winds blow – sometimes positive winds, and 
sometimes winds that can bring into the home matters that are not sometimes winds that can bring into the home matters that are not 
blessed for a Yid – the kiyor and its basin should first be used for 
cleansing before entering the home. This is a matter that is truly of 
great value. 

In our times, the Jewish home should be established and built in such 
a way that Hakadosh Baruch Hu can dwell within it. [This applies] not 
only on Shabbos and Yom Tov, but also on every day and night 
throughout the entire year.

Therefore, in a Jewish home—which is a Therefore, in a Jewish home—which is a Mishkan for Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu—there are all sorts of roles and jobs that need to be 
performed. However, before approaching any kind of avodah, if one 
desires to do it according to the will of Hashem, there should be a 
“cleansing” with the kiyor (sink) and its basin. In other words, it is 
necessary to remove the dust, mud, and all the unclean, impure things 
that can adhere to a person from the street, so that they remain 
outside and do not enter the home.outside and do not enter the home.

With regard to making the kiyor and its basin, Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
relates in His Torah that the kiyor was made from the mirrors that 
n’shei Yisrael donated for the building of the Mishkan.

Cleansing in the kiyor before entering the home

(Sichos Kodesh 5733, vol. 2, p. 264)

The way the home is run, which pictures hang on the walls, and all the 
particulars of the home, play a very important role in the chinuch of a baby. 
This influence is no less vital than the chinuch a child receives by being 
taught Torah and the like. The decorations and furnishings of the home – 
and how much more so, the things that enter the home, such as food and 
beverages – are entirely the privilege and the responsibility of the woman, 
the akeres habayis.

The pictures on the walls, all that enters the
home affects chinuch 

 Avos 5:22.
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(Hisvaaduyos 5748, vol. 3, p. 307)

Before the child reaches ben chamesh le’mikra (“at five years of age [a child is 
brought] into the study of scripture”), chinuch occurs mainly through relating 
stories of the Torah: the written and oral Torah, aggados, and midrashei Razal 
from Ein Yaakov.

Before age five, chinuch is mainly through Torah stories

 (Reshimos Devarim, new edition, p. 175., Merkaz Anash, “Raising the Kedushah”)

During a search conducted in Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim, secular books were 
found among the possessions of some bochurim. The Rebbe Rashab was 
extremely disturbed, and he was very upset at all of the bochurim for allowing 
such a thing to happen.

The mashpia Reb Groinem and the chozer Reb Moshe traveled to the RebbeThe mashpia Reb Groinem and the chozer Reb Moshe traveled to the Rebbe’s 
summer residence in order to bring about reconciliation between the bochurim 
and the Rebbe. Speaking to the Rebbe, they said, “Being that only a few 
bochurim had the books, why is the Rebbe upset at all the talmidim?” “What do 
you mean?” exclaimed the Rebbe. “They are being showered with Chassidus!”

The Rebbe Rashab’s disapproval of secular sefarim

(Igros Kodesh, vol. 18, p. 484)

In general, regarding books for study that one doubts, one should judge on the 
side of stringency. This is because what is spoken of is the chinuch of children, 
in which one needs to be extremely careful even when there is one small 
shortcoming. [Allow me to remind you of] the known example of a small scratch 
on a seed which can damage the growth of the tree chas ve'shalom. ...

For the above, one cannot bring a proof that it is permissible based on the fact For the above, one cannot bring a proof that it is permissible based on the fact 
that we sometimes use a book that has a number of authors, without mention-
ing the name of the authors, and only include a small segment of what is 
written. On the other hand, if one uses an entire book written by a certain 
author, this gives a hechsher to all of his content. 

Judge a questionable sefer on the side of stringency

(Igros Kodesh, vol. 4, p. 227)

There is a known saying of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, in his first years after 
coming here: ,עס איז דא השגחה אויף וואס מען לייגט אין די טעפלאך 
 There is supervision“)  פארוואס איז ניטא קיין השגחה וואס לייגט מען אין די קעפלאך 
over what we put in our pots, but why is there no supervision over what we put 
in our [children’s] heads?!”).

Chinuch also needs a hechsher 
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attract children and their parents into the latest fads and trends. And quite 
simply so; they understand that children are more impressionable, more 
trusting and more vulnerable than grown adults. If they get their "customers" 
as children, they have them for life.

We must learn from this, and match, and outdo the Yetzer Hara's efforts. 

What are the "scratches" and compromises that a parent or educator needs 
to look out for? 

The answer is:The answer is: Anything that does not help bring the child closer to Hashem is 
a scratch. Anything that does not enhance his sensitivity to kedusha is a 
compromise. Be it a computer game, children's magazine or even a seeming-
ly innocent Lego figurine, or more subtly (yet nonetheless harmful), with the 
secular attitudes of entitlement, instant gratification, self-promotion, material-
istic competition, lack of discipline, etc. 

When we are true and honest to this perspective, it is easy to determine 
which things are designed with the intention of bringing one closer to Hashem 
and which are not; it is pretty black-and-white. 

And if it isn't easy to make that determination, or when deliberating things that 
are in the "grey area", we need to err on the side of caution, and reach out to 
an objective Torah source for advice and direction. 

 One who comes to purify himself receives Divine - הבא לטהר מסעיין אותו One who comes to purify himself receives Divine - הבא לטהר מסעיין אותו
assistance in his endeavor. (Yoma 38b)

Hashem, who knows our intentions, and sees that we are doing all in our 
power to stay true to His Torah and raise our children with a pure and Divine 
Torah chinuch, blesses and complements our efforts.

May we merit being able to proudly present our children to Moshiach and say:
 Behold our beautiful and Heilige children that we have" - "ראו גידולים שגידלנו" Behold our beautiful and" - "ראו גידולים שגידלנו"
raised."

***

Of Seeds and Saplings - republished from hereforHashem.com

like, in front of your child and explaining what you are 
doing, you could give your child a powerful message 
about the virtue of dedication to the Rebbe’s horaos. 
I’ve heard from a teacher that does this in her 
classroom that the children have come running to her 
to show her an animal that needs to be covered by a 
sticker in her classroom after she has done this with 
them!them!

- What you use to decorate your child’s room and play 
area has a very big impact on what your child views 
as important. You can use this space to put up 
pictures of the Rebbeim, Beis Hamikdash, Aleph Beis, 
their letter in a sefer Torah, pictures of the children 
doing mitzvos (lighting Shabbos candles, giving 
tzedakah, saying Shema, learning Aleph Beis) etc.

put it on him he right away said “Torah!” and pointed to 
the Torah on his pocket. He does it every time I put it on 
him, and he’s only a year and a half!

- Many children- Many children’s songs today used for circle-time 
davening are from non-Jewish tunes. In the introduction 
to Sefer Hanigunim, the Frierdiker Rebbe explains that 
the composer of a song invests his nefesh into the song. 
Therefore, when we listen to a song, we are deeply 
affected by the nefesh of the composer. Many of these 
children’s songs can easily be altered to the tune of 
niggunimniggunim.

- There are some very good children’s books which 
unfortunately have non-kosher animals on them. By 
covering the non-kosher animal with a sticker or the 

- It is so difficult today to find clothing and accessories for 
babies that do not have non-kosher animals on them! 
Sometimes 3D fabric paint or iron-on patches can be 
used to cover over the animal by making a simple shape 
of a Torah for example. Another option is to add an 
iron-on patch and using fabric glue to adhere a 
foam-aleph beis letter sold in many Judaica stores. If you 
are a bit crafty there are ways to make an item you really are a bit crafty there are ways to make an item you really 
like transformed into a kedusha-filled item.

Sometimes parents think the child won’t notice what they 
are wearing anyways, but even if they don’t, the neshama 
absorbs everything, and if there are other siblings, they will 
see the clothes. I used 3D fabric paint to make a Torah 
over a non-kosher animal on my son’s shirt. When I  

A man is like a tree. If a tree is scratched once it is already grown, the scratch only affects a limited area and doesn’t 
harm the tree. But when a seed about to be planted is scratched, the tree that grows from that seed may well be a 
baal mum (blemished). Likewise regarding chinuch. If in middle age, after half one’s life has passed by, it seems to a 
person that he must agree to compromise, this is only a blow to a few years. He lived for forty years without 
compromising, so if he fails and compromises for one year, the previous forty years serve as a source of strength to 
enable him to move past the compromise and to return to observing Yiddishkeit completely. However, when we are 
talking about children – and there are those who want to raise them with compromises – the passion and zeal for talking about children – and there are those who want to raise them with compromises – the passion and zeal for 
Yiddishkeit is robbed of them for a lifetime! The scratch and deficiency that is created in their neshamah in their 
young years can cause them to grow into a blemished Yid, Rachmana litzlan (G-d forbid)!

(Toras Menachem, vol. 10, p. 289)

Practical Suggestions:

“I remember when the Rebbe spoke the sicha of 20th of Mar-Cheshvan 5744. The Rebbe had spoken about non-kosher animals in the past, but 
it was in passing, not the main focus. Here the Rebbe spoke very strongly and the entire sicha was about kosher animals and how now it is 
important now more than ever that we are surrounded only by kedusha. In our home we were not so careful up until now, we had fish without 
scales, all kinds of things. When we came home after the sicha we pashut kashered our home from non-kosher animals! A friend came home 
and told her family “now we will only have kosher animals”. Her 2 year old daughter was very attached to her teddy bear. She made a decision 
that she would turn a blind eye to this teddy-bear in order not to upset her daughethat she would turn a blind eye to this teddy-bear in order not to upset her daugher. The little girl came to her and asked “Mommy is this a 
kosher animal?” Her mother responded, “No, bears are not kosher animals.” The little girl kissed the bear and put it in the garbage.”

Inspiration from Anash

A 
scratch 
on a seed 


