
 

 
 

 
 
 

Promotional Items Guide 
 

Green Purchasing 
The goals of promotional item purchasing and green purchasing overlap in several ways. 
Durability and quality matter to both ends; both aim to find items people will hang on to, use, 
and not throw away. But green purchasing values a number of additional product attributes 
that consider the planet and sustainable practices more generally. 
 
Green Purchasing improves upon less conscious purchasing practices by considering people 
(durability, performance, and personal preference), price, and the planet equally. Purchasing 
decisions that favor any incomplete set of these three attributes to the neglect of another or 
set of others (for example, a cheap, sustainable piece of junk, or an expensive and useful but 
toxic item) can be improved upon with a more equitable choice. We are especially sensitive to 
green items that take a noticeable drop in quality as these could potentially discourage future 
green consumption by contributing to a negative presupposition of green items as low quality.  
 
Green Attributes 
Products that list these attributes are generally sustainable: compostable, recyclable, made 
from recycled content, biodegradable, made using renewable energy, reduced waste, does not 
use toxic chemicals in manufacturing process, etc. Also, it is important to check if certain 
attributes are beneficial for a specific product. For example, a recyclable soup bowl may not be 
beneficial if it will be contaminated with food and not recycled. Compostable would be the 
better option in this case.  
 
Green Washing 
Although the terms “green,” “eco-friendly,” and “sustainable” all represent the purchasing 
habits we want to promote, these terms do not have clear meanings. While it can be a good 
sign to see those terms listed in the description of a product, it is important to know what the 
true environmental impact is. For example, a product made from recycled content, such as 
water bottles, means those water bottles aren’t in a landfill. A product labelled “green” could 
mean anything. With an increased focus on environmentally-friendly products (which can be 
defined in a millions ways as well), companies see an opportunity to bolster sales by marketing 
products as environmentally-friendly without having any evidence of a true impact; this is 
called “green washing.” Finding or asking vendors to provide more information on the product 
not only determines whether the product is truly “green,” but it also sends a message to 
companies that green purchasing matters to the University of Arizona. 
 
 



 

 
 

Promotional Items  
 
Below are examples of items that meet substantive green criteria. All of these products are 
available for purchase from licensed University of Arizona Vendors 
(http://licensing.arizona.edu/licensed-vendors). Please be sure to double check prices since 
these do not include shipping and all customization options. Also, we encourage you to reach 
out to vendors for recommendations on sustainable products and to get an accurate cost 
estimate.  

Items Covered: T Shirts (page 2), Lanyards (page 3), Wristbands and Cups (page 4), 
Reusable bags (page 5), and water bottles (page 6)  

 
T Shirts: 
 
Green Considerations: Organic cotton; recycled content (from plastics); made from renewable 
materials (bamboo material); reduced chemicals involved in the dying process 
 

Product 
Name and 
Number 

Company Green Attributes Price per 500 Image 

Port & 
Company 
Essential 100% 
Organic Ring 
Spun Cotton 
T-Shirt 
 
Item # FXZIJ-
JCZFM 

Prickly Pear 100 % organic cotton $7.58 

 

Hanes Adult 
ComfortBlend 
EcoSmart  
T-Shirt 
 
Item # 5170 

 

Vector 
Impressions 

Polyester made from 
up to 5% post-
consumer recycled 
plastic 

$4.90 

 

http://licensing.arizona.edu/licensed-vendors


 

 
 

Lanyards: 

 
Green Considerations: Made from recycled materials; made from easily renewable resources 
(such as bamboo); unbleached or undyed 
 

Product Name 
and Number 

Company Green Attributes Price per 500 Image 

3/4" Recycled 
Silkscreen 
Lanyard 

 
Item #LA34RIS   

 

Tee Time Made from 100% 
recycled post-
consumer soda and 
water bottles, PET 
materials 

$1.35 

 

1/2" Recycled 
Econo Lanyard 
(Direct Import - 10 
Weeks Ocean) 
 

Item # TBZGC-
GXWAP 

 

Prickly 
Pear 

Polyester made 
from 100% post-
consumer PET 
materials  

$0.59 
*smallest 
purchase 
number listed 
is 5000  

 

3/4" Recycled Fast 
Track Lanyard 
(Direct Import - 10 
Weeks Ocean) 

Item #CUVKG-
FXMNR 

Mercer 
Ink 

Typically made from 
recycled plastic 
water bottles 

$0.59 
*smallest 
purchase 
number listed 
is 5000 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Wristbands: 
 
Green Considerations: made from recycled materials, recyclable  
 

Product Name and 
Number 

Company Green Attributes Price per 500 Image  

Recycled Silicone 
Wristband 
w/Debossed Logo 
 
Item #OARJH-
HXLZA 

Prickly 
Pear 

100% Recycled 
Silicone;  
Recyclable   

$1.00 

 

Recycled Silicone 
Wrist Band 
w/Printed Logo 
 

Item # SILIBAND-
P-SG 

 

Vector 
Impressio
ns  

100% recycled 
silicone, recyclable 

$0.74 

 

 

Cups: 
 
Green Considerations: recycled content (HDPE); although it is more sustainable if people reuse 
the cup, if they decide to discard it, then recyclable (should have triangle with a number) is best 
 

Product Name and 
Number 

Company Green Attributes Price per 500  Image 

16 Oz. Stadium 
Cup 
Item #UVURK-
ITYRL 

Mercer 
Ink 

Up to 25% post-
consumer recycled 
polypropylene 
material,  
BPA free 

$0.89 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Reusable bags: 
 
Green Considerations: made from recycled materials; durable (so you do not have to throw it 
away quickly); unbleached or undyed. Really, reusable bags that are used for shopping or 
otherwise replace one-use bags are an inherently environmentally friendly item.  
 

Product Name 
and Number 

Company Green Attributes Price per 500 Image 

Royal Blue/ Black 
Mini Shopper Bag 
 
Item #BAVHE-
GWTID 

Prickly Pear  Reusable,  
Made from 40% 
recycled 
materials   

$2.66 

 

Bug Thunder Tote 
bag (screen 
printed) 
 
Item #LOOZH-
EWBAF 

Arizona 
Imprintables 

Reusable $1.92 

 

Non-Woven Two-
Tone Heavy Duty 
100 GSM Grocery 
Bag w/ Poly 
Board Insert  
 
Item #PXQRJ-
JMPHK 

Mercer Ink Plastic inserts 
made from 
recycled plastic, 
Reusable  

$2.00 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Water bottles: 
 
Green Considerations: made from recycled materials; BPA free; recyclable; made from glass 
(glass can be recycled forever, whereas plastics begin to lose quality with each recycling 
process; also glass does not leach chemicals like most plastics)  
 
Even just using a reusable water bottle is better than a single-use one.  
 

Product Name 
and Number 

Company Green attributes Price per 
500 

Image 

Eco-Cyclist 21 Oz. 
Bike Bottle 
 
Item #WBWKH-
FNKVW 

Mercer 
Ink 

Molded with 100% post- 
consumer recycled HDPE; 
Recyclable,  
BPA Free,  
Made in USA 

$.95 

 

20 Oz. White Bike/ 
Fitness Bottle 
 
Item # ABRGF-
DLIUC 

 

Prickly 
Pear 

100% Post-consumer PET, 
BPA free, 
Recyclable 

$.94 

 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in purchasing sustainable promotional items.  

If you would like to learn about more ways to get involved in sustainable initiatives around 

campus, please contact the Office of Sustainability at 520-621-8620.  

 

 


