
 
From: Dr. Chaps Klingenschmitt <chaplaingate@yahoo.com> 
To: "rb@pcisys.net" <rb@pcisys.net>  
Sent: Saturday, November 2, 2013 9:32 AM 
Subject: Gordon to Rick...evidence 
 
Rick, you asked me about my case in the Navy, and here is some evidence to 
consider: 
 
 
1)  My supervisor Norm Holcomb who told me "if you pray in Jesus' name, you 
can be punished," 
but he later denied that I was ever told not to pray in Jesus name: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08P9J_8v5J8  
 
 
2)  My commander gave me written permission to wear my uniform during any 
"religious observance,"  
even at a protest event and even in the presence of news media, here: 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/05/PermissionToWearUniform.pdf  
 
 
3)  The military judge ignored that permission, and instead ruled that "public 
worship" is not the same as "worshiping in public": 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy6/Klingordrule.pdf  
 
 
4)  I was vindicated by Congress who rescinded the same bad prayer policy 
1730.7C enforced by the judge, here: 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy6/VictoryPolicyRescinded.pdf  
 
 
 
5)  The Secretary of the Navy repented and rescinded the policy I was punished 
for, here: 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy8/SECNAVrescindsPrayerPolicy.pdf  
 



 
 
6)  A brief summary of my story is here: 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy8/BaptistPress16Jan07.pdf  
and here: 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy8/WND12Jan07Dismissed.pdf  
 
 
7)  The fully documented version of my story is here: 
 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/invite-speaker/  
 
There are 70+ footnotes in this final link above. 
 
 

Feel free to research further, and I'm available to answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
In Jesus, "Dr. Chaps" 
Gordon James Klingenschmitt, PhD 
719-360-5132 cell 

 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Dr. Chaps Klingenschmitt <chaplaingate@yahoo.com> 
To: "rb@pcisys.net" <rb@pcisys.net>  
Sent: Thursday, November 7, 2013 11:28 PM 
Subject: Re: Gordon to Rick...evidence 
 
Rick, I've heard rumors that you are not yet fully satisfied with my explanation of 
my Navy case. 
 
I want to earn your trust in me, and I am evaluating whether to give you my trust 
in you as well.  Time will tell. 
 
I forgot a key piece of evidence that you might consider, when evaluating my 
case. 
 
I've already shown you some evidence, how my supervisor Chaplain Norm 
Holcomb told me on tape: 
"If you pray in Jesus' name, you can be punished."   



Think about these words, Rick, and tell me, what would you do in my shoes? 
Play the tape again here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08P9J_8v5J8  
That's how Holcomb explained the new prayer policy 1730.7C, the same policy 
that was later enforced by the Navy judge. 
 
I've also shown you some evidence that my Commander gave me written 
permission to wear my uniform, and rather than "ordering" me to not wear my 
uniform during public worship, he simply "recommended" something else, 
writing these words: 
 
"If despite my recommendation, you choose to participate in this event in 
uniform, you should limit your participation, while in uniform, to the bona fide 
religious service or observance..." (bottom of p.2)  "you should not, while in 
uniform, give interviews, make speeches, or otherwise engage in public 
advocacy of personal or partisan views on political social, or religious issues." 
 
Rick, read the above words carefully.  This was the guidance and permission I 
was given, to wear my uniform, as long as I only say a prayer. 
 
Now here's the new piece of evidence I forgot to show you, which I failed to 
mention at Maggie May's: 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy3/WVECMooreChaps30Mar06.pdf  
This reporter explains my actual behavior at the event in question. 
 
Notice how the news reporter, who observed the entire event, specifically 
observed my behavior at the event. 
"Kligenschmitt did neither today. He was there, but all he did was pray." 
 
In other words, Rick, I obeyed the guidance I was given.  I refused to make 
speeches in uniform, I refused to answer questions to the media, and all I did in 
uniform was say a prayer in Jesus' name. 
 
Now you tell me, Rick, was this an illegal act, or was it a courageous act?    
 
If my commander gave me written permission to pray in uniform even at this 
event, and all I did was pray, then what was my crime that day?  You tell me.   
 
Truth is, I obeyed the permissive uniform guidance of my commander that 
day.  Even the news reporter said so. 
But I disobeyed Chaplain Norm Holcomb's prohibition (explaining 1730.7C) 
against praying "in Jesus' name." 
Sadly the Navy judge ignored my commander's guidance, and enforced 
Holcomb's favorite policy 1730.7C against me.   



 
Here's the juicy quote from the Navy Judge Lewis Booker:   
“Much of the weakness of LT Klingenschmitt’s argument is his insistence on 
reading ‘public worship’,” Booker ruled, “as that term is used in Section 6031 of 
title 10, United States Code, and the current Religious Ministries instruction, to 
mean the same thing as ‘worship in public.’ It is clear, however, from testimony 
offered by two chaplains and from the Religious Ministries instruction 
(SECNAVINST 1730.7C), that ‘public worship’ is a term of art…One who reads a 
biblical verse or who recites a prayer at The Speaker’s Corner in Hyde Park is 
not engaged in ‘public worship,’ although he may be worshiping in public…The 
order issued to LT Klingenschmitt was lawful.” 
 
 
Read that again slowly.  Public worship is not worshiping in public?  This bad 
policy 1730.7C was the only regulatory basis of the "lawfulness" of the order 
concerning whether I could wear my uniform while "worshiping in public." 
 
So a religious observance in uniform is fully OK, but worshiping in public in 
uniform is not OK?    
 
Logically the court concluded my prayer was NOT A RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCE, but instead I was WORSHIPING IN PUBLIC, and therefore my 
prayer was not a lawfully protected prayer, but an illegal form of protest.  I was 
found guilty on this reasoning alone, based on 1730.7C which had re-defined 
the meaning of "public worship." 
 
I met and showed all this to the Chief of Staff for Senator John Warner,  
and the next day Senator Warner made the following speech on the Senate floor 
against 1730.7C: 
http://www.persuade.tv/Frenzy6/WarnerSpeech2.pdf  
 
300,000 Americans petitioned Congress with me, and Congress later vindicated 
my stand and rescinded that same bad prayer policy, proof here: 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy6/VictoryPolicyRescinded.pdf  
 
And the Secretary of the Navy himself repented, as ordered by Congress, 
rescinding 1730.7C proof here: 
http://www.prayinjesusname.org/wp-
content/uploads/File/Frenzy8/SECNAVrescindsPrayerPolicy.pdf  
 
All of this evidence is publicly posted on my web-site, and I have nothing to 
hide, and I have told you the full truth.  Show this to anybody who calls me a liar 
or fraud, and I challenge them to say that to my face, rather than behind my 
back.   



 
Finally compare the above evidence to my Navy supervisor Norm Holcomb's 
later lie on the Americans United atheist blog:  "He was not court-martialed for 
praying in Jesus’ name…He was never told that he could not pray in Jesus’ 
name.  If fact, the issue of prayer had nothing at all to do with his dismissal from 
the Navy."  
 
Two problems with this lie.  1)  This same guy Norm Holcomb told me on tape 
that if I prayed in Jesus' name I would be punished. 
2)  The issue of prayer was the CENTRAL issue on whether I was engaged in a 
religious observance (legal) or worshiping in public (illegal). 

So here's the bottom line, Rick. 
 
At some point I expect that you, or David Williams, or John Hotaling will try to 
use all of this against me.  It's a free country.  Go for it, if you dare. 
 
All of these documents are openly posted on my web-site, and I have nothing to 
hide. 
 
But if any of you repeat Norm Holcomb's lie, despite now having clear evidence 
to the contrary, then you will become the liar, by extension.  I pray that doesn't 
happen, and I trust you would never repeat his lie. 
 
But if or when that does happen, then I will publish this email online, and prove 
to the world that you knew better.  It will backfire on you and John and David, 
not only in this campaign, but also in our future ability to work together. 
 
I want to trust you someday, so if you don't endorse me now that's fine,  
just don't spoil the water so much we can never work together, OK? 
 
Feel free to forward this email to anybody concerned about my story.   
 
I'm still available for coffee to you and Sherry, any time you wish. 
 
Gordon Klingenschmitt, PhD 
719-360-5132 cell 
	  
	  
	  
	  


