
    The Oxbow Preserve was created based on 
the  fundamental understanding of the existing 
physical and biological functions of the site and 
its relation to the Napa River. This guide  was  
developed to highlight Character Zones, which 
reflect the existing conditions of each part of 
the Preserve. These character zones are de-
scribed  below; 

Upper Floodplain Terrace –  

the highest elevations of the site to the 
northeast include an oak savannah with 
native shrubs and native perennial grass-
land. 

River Edge – the steep riverbank edges 
along the eastern and western sides of the  
peninsula.  

The Ridge – spine through the site’s cen-
ter separating the Box Elder Seep and the 
River Marsh zones. 

Box Elder Seep – comprised of vegetation 
dominated by box elder (Acer negundo) 
trees and includes a depressional freshwa-
ter pond. 

River Marsh – adjacent to the Napa River 
along the southeastern side of the Pre-
serve, would include an expanded brackish 
marsh. The marsh is supplied by seasonal 
tidal water fluctuations from the river. 

Riparian Terrace – canopy break in the 
lower riparian woodland planted with na-
tive grasses. 

The Point – the southernmost extent of 
the site that is above high tide elevation. 

           For more info contact  

PARKS & RECREATION SERVICES DEPT. 

                     707-257-9529  

To learn more about Napa Parks and    
Recreation Areas visit us online               

www.naparec.com 

The Napa River Oxbow  

 California Poppy 

 California Bulrush 

 Elderberry 

Some native plants 

You will see…. 
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1 - River Walk 

2 - Upper Flood Plane Terrace 

3 - The Ridge 

4 - Lower Marsh 

5 - Upper Marsh 

6 - River Marsh 

7 - Riparian Terrace 

8 - The Point 

9 - River Edge 
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PARKING 

McKenzie Drive  

Silverado Trail 

The City of Napa acquired 12.7 acres of land known as the Oxbow Preserve in March 2004 with         
assistance from Friends of the Napa River, the Trust for Public Land, and grants from the Department 
of Water Resources Urban Streams Program and Resources Agency Proposition 40 River Parkways        
Program. These grants were given primarily for the restoration of existing riparian and wetland habitat. 
This  effort has  resulted in the creation of Oxbow Preserve,  a recreational amenity that allows all to 
experience the natural areas and habitats that the Napa River has to offer.  


