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•THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 6PM-

8:30PM: FULL MOON HAUNTED
TOURS start at the Fullerton Museum
Center at the corner of E. Wilshre and
Pomona. The tour includes true stories
at haunted locations throughout town.
RSVP 714-738-6545 to reserve your
space. $18 ($15/museum members). 
•FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 6PM-10PM: 5TH

ANNUAL ARTWALK ANNIVERSARY
PARTY at the Fullerton Museum Plaza
on E. Wilshire in downtown Fullerton.
Art booths, live music, food trucks,
free admission. (details page 13)
•SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 7AM-10AM:

ANNUAL TROOP 97 PANCAKE
BREAKFAST (see article on back page)
•SATURDAY MARCH 14, 10AM-12PM

THE ART OF KIMCHI at the Fullerton
Public Library. Free but registration is
required by March 12 to Andrea
Simental at 714-738-6326.
•WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 AT 6PM

SPACE EXPLORER ANOUSHEH ANSARI
at CSUF Titan Student Union, 800 N.
State College, Fullerton. This free
event is part of the 12th Annual
Science & Math Symposium. See page
12 story.

Fun Stuff 
Around Town
This Month

Malvika Sheth, a junior at Troy High
School, developed and now runs the Lego
Mania program at the Fullerton Public
Library. The event takes place on the third
Saturday of each month. “The February
event included the efforts of kind volunteers
as well as the library staff members,” said
Malvika. 
“With the help of the library and Mrs.

Janine Jacobs (head of Children's Services), I
was able to gather enough Legos to provide
for several hundred children,” said Malvika.
She also held several Lego donation drives at
her school, around neighborhoods, and
through a notice in the Observer.
“After collecting the Legos, I worked on

cleaning, sorting and sanitizing them before
the children could use them. We also have an

assortment of Duplos for the younger chil-
dren.” The program is meant to help chil-
dren develop fine motor skills and creativity.
The monthly event is completely free of

charge and open to all families with children.
The next Lego Mania Day is Saturday,
March 21, from 10:30am to 1pm, at the
Osborne Auditorium, Fullerton Public
Library, 353, W. Commonwealth. 
Malvika, who has been a Girl Scout for

eleven years, will earn her Girl Scout Gold
Award as a result of creating and running the
program. “I am elated that I was able to
incorporate a creative and enjoyable event
into the lives of children, especially children
who may not be able to afford the expensive
Legos,” said Malvika.

TEENS MAKING A DIFFERENCE:
Malvika Sheth Creates Library Lego Day

PHOTO BY LIZ MARCHANT

Malvika Sheth created Lego Mania at the Fullerton Public Library. 

Ten
tables
were set
up to

give kids
room to
build
their 
Lego 

creations.

PHOTO BY
JERE

GREENE

BREA CITIZENS
ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL
ON FORMING PUBLIC
POLICY ON FRACKING
A group of concerned residents

shared the product of almost a year’s
deep research on the subject of local
fracking, and the concerns they have as
a result of their findings, at the
February 17th Brea Council Meeting.
A video clip of the presentation and
the Q&A that followed is available on
the Brea Matters website at www.brea-
matters.org. If you want to learn more
about fracking, this is well worth the
watch. Residents requested a citizen’s
advisory board  be formed to help
draw up reasonable public policy on
the issues.

See more events on pages 12-15

Locals Charged 
with Trafficking

A 15-year-old who ran away from
home fell into the hands of three  men
who are accused of furnishing her with
cocaine and pimping her for commer-
cial sex acts. 
Phillip Anthony Gallegos, 20, of

Fullerton, Marcellus Alphonso
Carpenter, 22, Diamond Bar, and
Elozana Ogbechie, 21, of Yorba Linda
were charged in the case and will
appear at a pre-trial hearing on March
13, 2015 at the North Justice Center
in Fullerton.
If convicted Ogbechie faces a maxi-

mum sentence of 25 years in state
prison. Gallegos and Carpenter  face
maximum sentences of 14 years each
in state prison if convicted.
The Huntington Beach Police

Department and the FBI began inves-
tigating the case after being informed
that the victim might be residing in
the area. On Jan. 23, 2015 HBPD
officers and an FBI agent located the
victim at a motel in Fullerton and
reunited her with her parents. OC
Deputy DA Bryan Cavecilla is prose-
cuting this case.

The election in La Habra Heights
on Measure A takes place March 3.
Oil companies have now spent over
$700,000 to defeat the measure.
Residents report receiving untruthful
phone calls from oil company-spon-
sored telemarketers trying to confuse
the vote. 
Measure A was drafted by La Habra

Heights residents concerned about the
hazards of hydraulic fracturing,
acidization and contamination of air
and water, close to their homes.
Citizens put “The Healthy City
Initiative” on the ballot because the
Council failed to implement the
General Plan policies protecting the
community. 
A Yes vote allows oil companies cur-

rently operating to continue their pro-
duction methods and for the city to
continue to receive oil taxes and resi-
dential royalties while also protecting
the community. For accurate informa-
tion visit www.heightsoilwatch.org.

La Habra Heights
Citizens Set to Vote 
on Anti-Fracking

Initiative 
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community. 
This venture is a not-for-profit one with

all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton resi-

dents about the institutions and other socie-
tal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. 
Through our extensive local calendar and

other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest are

accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:

FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions include home delivery 

and are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton and sent

through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once in

January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook
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So much has been said about the
Vietnam war and the Iraq war, the
striking similarities and differences, so
I only want add my two cents from the
perspective of an individual who grew
up in the horrible war where parents
and children, brothers and sisters,
cousins and relatives could be killing
each other without knowing what they
did.
After the Geneva Peace Accords in

1954, approximately 660,000 people
chose to relocate from North Vietnam
to the South, and around 140,000
Vietnamese moved in the opposite
direction.  That was when families
were divided, but they were under the
impression that a national
election would be held in two
years, and they would be
reunited again.  Well, the
Accords failed, national elec-
tion didn’t happen, and war
was to follow for the next 20
years. This was when families
were turned against one
another.  In the battlefield,
where you have to kill or be
killed.  There was no time to
question who was on the
other side.
No matter where and when

it happens, wars bring death,
destruction, and desperation.
My late aunt had one husband and
three sons; two died for the North and
two died for the South; her life, hopes
and dreams were evenly divided and
destroyed by both Vietnams.  One of
my cousins lost her loving man in the
war; he went to war and never came
back.  She spent countless sleepless
nights crying for him and even after
many years has never completely for-
gotten him.
The father of one of my childhood

friends was shot to death because he
didn’t understand the order to stop
when he walked away from his farm.
After that tragic event, the commu-
nists recruited my friend to join them
in fighting, saying she should get
revenge for her father. 
With the heavy loss of American

young lives and treasure with no end
in sight, and with tremendous pressure
from Congress and anti-war move-
ment by the general public, the
American government eventually had
to abandon South Vietnam to its fate.

The Paris Peace Accords were signed in
January 1973, which was led to the fall
of Saigon in April 1975.
Instead of blaming the US for the

failed war, I think the South Vietnam
government should take most of the
blame. They relied heavily on
American support, financial, weapons,
technology, etc.  There were corrupt
government officials from top down.
They lived beyond their means, and
when the monetary support was
reduced or no longer there, failure was
inevitable.  
In addition, the government payroll

was very heavy: a government employ-
ee (including soldiers) would get a

salary plus allowances for
their wife and children.
Some people made fake
birth certificates to get more
money.   
People say, “Everything

happens for a reason,” and I
am thankful that the US has
opened its arms to accept
refugees.  When my family
and I were in the refugee
camp, we were treated very
well by the United Nations
Delegations.  The US was
the last in line to accept
refugees unless you had fam-
ily or close relatives already

living in the US. Only then would
your application to migrate to the US
be accepted.  Otherwise, other coun-
tries such as Canada and Australia
would get to pick first, and they
picked the young and healthy refugees.
They left the old and the sick for the
US.  We said to each other that “The
US has a big heart; they pick up
“trash”, and they treat “trash” with
humanity.”
Many times I’ve  heard my co-work-

ers say, “Vietnamese people are hard
working people, is that something that
comes from your genes?” I would
smile, “We appreciate the opportunity
that was given to us, so we work hard
to repay the favor.”

PASSION FOR JUSTICE 
by Synthia Tran

Synthia Tran is a Fullerton 
resident.  She was one of  the 

“boat people” who escaped after the
Vietnam War. She and her family

arrived in the US in the 1980s. She later
graduated from CSUF with an MBA in

Management Science.

Unwanted Wars

In the 
battlefield,
where you
have to kill
or be
killed.
There was
no time to
question
who was
on the

other side.

Beware  of Tax Scammers

The Internal Revenue Service issued a
warning to taxpayers about aggressive tele-
phone scams continuing coast-to-coast dur-
ing the early weeks of this year's filing season.
The IRS urged taxpayers not give out

money or personal financial information as a
result of these phone calls or from emails
claiming to be from the IRS.  The IRS has
also set up a special section on IRS.gov high-
lighting these 12 schemes. 

•Phone Scams: Aggressive and threaten-
ing phone calls by criminals impersonating
IRS agents remains an ongoing threat to tax-
payers. The IRS has seen a surge of these
phone scams in recent months as scam artists
threaten police arrest, deportation, license
revocation and other actions.   
•Phishing: Taxpayers need to be on guard

against fake emails or websites looking to
steal personal information. The IRS will not
send you an email about a bill or refund out

We received two phone calls while we were
out one evening and the messages said we
needed to call 866-978-7784 about a tax lien
and a default on our taxes.
We called and the message we got said

"Cannot connect call at this time" etc. 
Still, I called again the next morning and

was greeted with another recording that asked
me to punch 1 or 2, leading me to the right
person to take care of the issue. The choices
were 'business' or 'personal' taxes.
I did neither and soon a voice came on.

They immediately began to terrorize me with
threats. "This the IRS,  MacDonald, #61592,
and we have a case against you for tax fraud."
I was told that I did not file properly in 2012
and that I owed $2,700. If I hung up, the local
sheriff would be called and I would be arrest-
ed "Within 45 minutes."
They went on to quote supposed laws that

were broken, told me this would cost me
$40,000 and that I needed a lawyer. They had
a case and they were going to take me to court.
They were going to seize my property and my
passport. The only way I could avoid this was
to pay them in 'cash'. They suggested I could
get a cash voucher at my local pharmacy and
that they 'did not want to tell anyone about
this because they did not want to expose me.'
If I paid right away, everything would be OK. 
I thought this was a scam right away but it

still scared the hell out of me. They are very
good at what they do. Once he mentioned
cash, I told him that the police were at my
door, asked him why he sent them if I was
willing to pay,  and he told me not to play
games with him. I hung up.

Name Withheld Fullerton

of the blue. Don’t click on an unexpected
message claiming to be from the IRS.
Taxpayers should be wary of clicking on
strange emails and websites.  
•Identity Theft:Taxpayers need to watch

out for identity theft, especially around tax
time. The IRS continues to aggressively
pursue criminals that file fraudulent returns
using someone else’s Social Security num-
ber.  
•Return Preparer Fraud:Taxpayers need

to be on the lookout for unscrupulous
return preparers. 
•Offshore Tax Avoidance: The recent

string of successful enforcement actions
against offshore tax cheats and the financial
organizations that help them shows that it’s
a bad bet to hide money and income off-
shore. 
•Inflated Refund Claims: Be wary of

anyone who asks you to sign a blank return,
promises a big refund, or charges fees based
on a percentage of the refund. 

•Fake Charities: Be on guard against
groups masquerading as charitable organi-
zations to attract donations from unsus-
pecting contributors.  Visit IRS.gov to
check out the status of charitable organiza-
tions. 
•Hiding Income with Fake

Documents: Hiding taxable income by fil-
ing false Form 1099s or other fake docu-
ments is a scam that taxpayers should
always avoid and guard against. 
•Abusive Tax Shelters:  When in doubt,

taxpayers should seek an independent opin-
ion regarding complex products they are
offered. 
•Falsifying Income to Claim Credits:

Avoid inventing income to erroneously
claim tax credits. 
•Excessive Claims for Fuel Tax Credits:

Avoid improper claims for fuel tax credits. 
•Frivolous Tax Arguments: Avoid using

frivolous tax arguments to avoid paying
taxes. The penalty for filing a frivolous tax
return is $5,000. 

IRS Warns of 
Dirty Dozen Tax Scams

Great Article 
by Lou Ponsi

An article “When should police
video go public?” appeared in the
Feb. 19th issue of the Fullerton News
Tribune put out by the OC Register.
The article is a great discussion on the
continuing issues of whether police
body camera video should be released
to the public.
In the article, Lou interviews every-

one from our police chief to the
ACLU. Issues in releasing videos
include exposing witnesses and vic-
tims says Chief Hughes. The ACLU
agrees it is a tricky issue but says that
videos of serious use of force, shoot-
ings, etc should be made public and
also advocates allowing residents to
have access to recordings of their own
incidents. The city is in the process of
coming up with guidelines.

SK Fullerton



“Misspeaking” is one of the most mis-
begotten empty calories in our daily diet
of mendacity. Where once it implied
incompleteness and unintentional error,
now it is meant to cover up a lie. Since it
is always used to cover knowing deceit, we
should understand it as meaning lie.
When I tell you that I received the

Purple Heart, I am telling you a truth–a
truth so imperfect as to constitute a lie.
Yes, I proudly display my Purple Heart
Medal, but it is mine only by inheritance
from my late stepfather, who earned it the
old fashioned way. Without revealing that
important piece of information, I may
claim that you misunderstood me, but, in
fact, I lied to you.
There is a great epidemic of misspeak-

ing going on today. Brian Williams, of
course, misspoke when he
claimed his helicopter took
RPG fire in Iraq. Not likely
that he would have forgotten
actually having his own heli-
copter hit, or that he “conflat-
ed” his helicopter with the one
a half-hour ahead of his that
was damaged by ground fire.
Our new Secretary of

Veterans Affairs, Bob
McDonald, misspoke when he
told a homeless vet that he too
had served in Special Forces.
While McDonald, a West Point
graduate, served in the armed
forces, he was not in our Special
Forces. Service men remember their serv-
ice and their branch. They don’t ever for-
get their armed forces serial number, their
first time under fire and the names of
beloved buddies and detested officers.
(Yes, even officers detested some officers).
“Oh, I’m unclear if I was a Navy Seal or
maybe I was a Ranger. Hmmm? I did have
a beret.” These are literally incredible
words and phrases.
Add to this list of folks utterly lacking in

credibility, Bill O’Reilly. No-spin Bill
claimed, and indeed still claims, to have
been a war correspondent in the Falklands
War and been in battle where people were
shot. Upon being challenged he main-
tained his position, and literally threat-
ened anyone who questioned it. However,
he narrowed it just bit and placed himself,
not as he earlier implied (c.f. My Purple
Heart) in the Falklands but in Buenos
Aires, where, when push came to shove,

there was lots of shoving but not so much
shooting.
If being in a war zone is satisfied by

being in a riot adjacent zone, then I’m a
war correspondent–having been in
protests against the Vietnam War and for
Civil Rights. “I’ve seen the best minds of
my generation destroyed by madness,”
running crazily through the streets, across
Sproul Plaza, away from teargas dropping
helicopters, surrounded by police and
ordered to disperse. (I wondered at the
time, “disperse to where?” given that we
were surrounded.) I’ve been gassed, hit by
batons and arrested (but not booked).
War Zone? I don’t think so–not according
to my friends who have been in real wars.
Of all the speakers and misspeakers of

prevarication and obfuscation, I hold
newsman Brian Williams
and Bob McDonald, the
Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, especially culpa-
ble. We put up a low bar
of truth for politicians,
(which is why the Hillary
misremembered story
about coming under fire
didn’t have legs) but we
expect more from those
who bring us the news. I
personally raise the bar for
veterans. 
If the Secretary of

Veterans Affairs wants to
lie about scoring the win-

ning touchdown in high school or how
big the fish that got away was, that’s fine.
A little self-aggrandizement is normal. But
it must be subject specific. The head of a
veteran’s organization can’t lie about war.
Officers who put on ribbons not earned
are rightly shunned.
As for Bill O’Reilly? Well, truthfully, I

cut him some slack. His act is that of an
egotistical scold and blowhard. So, it
might not be an act, but to me he is more
an entertainer than newsman. I have little
expectation of no-spin truth, just snarky
truthiness.
As for any medals I might actually

deserve for being riot adjacent, well, I did
survive “The War on Drugs” and may be
entitled to the coveted “Purple Blotter.”

Jonathan Dobrer is available for speaking
on current topics and Middle East politics.
JonDobrer@mac.com • www.Dobrer.com

Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2015    JonDobrer@mac.com
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Misspeaking and Lying

• 135,607

• 4,489
• 2,356

• 32,223
• 17,674

• $1.6 
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (2/27/2015)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 12/11/2014) 

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (1/9/2015) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq (3/2003 thru 11/2011- no updates since this date)
Afghanistan (10/2001 thru 10/13/2012- no updates since this date)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (2/28/2015) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $819 billion) (Afghanistan $788 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL  $1.9 billion

www.nationalpriorities.org

We put up a
low bar of truth
for politicians,
but we expect
more from
those who
bring us 
the news. 
I personally
raise the bar 
for veterans. 

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR  OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community.  The Observer

welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the
author, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected.  Send to:     

observernews@earthlink.net 
or send by mail to: 

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 

St. Jude Medical Center Patient
Records are one big fundraising database
for its affiliate, the St. Jude Memorial
Foundation…
Have you been a patient of the St. Jude

Medical Center?  Are you a patient of a
St. Jude Medical Center affiliated doc-
tor/doctors’ group?  If so, your patient
record is being used to fundraise by the
St. Jude Memorial Foundation… St.
Jude Memorial Foundation’s mission is
“to provide financial support through
philanthropy for St. Jude Medical Center
to ensure the continued delivery of qual-
ity health care to the community it
serves”... 
Surprised?  Did you think that HIPAA

protected your privacy, your patient
record?  Think again, HIPAA’s been gut-
ted, your patient record is no longer pri-
vate!
In 2013, the HIPAA Privacy and

Security Omnibus final rule was final-
ized… This Omnibus Rule (lobbied for
by nonprofit entities like the St. Jude
Memorial Foundation) clarified what
type of marketing, fundraising nonprofit
health centers such as the St. Jude
Medical Center could do… Now, not
only does St. Jude Medical Center’s affil-
iate, St. Jude Memorial Foundation have
access to your demographic information
(name, address, age et al.), they also have
access to your medical information…

Yes, they know if you’ve had cancer, take
heart medication, have osteoporosis, they
know everything about you medically…
Furthermore, St. Jude Memorial

Foundation can use this information to
fundraise without your permission!
That’s right, without your permission… 
After the fact, however, you can opt

out of any fundraising correspondence
from the Foundation if you can find the
email address or telephone number to
contact, or by clicking on the no more
solicitation box.
This Omnibus Rule has also given

nonprofit organizations like St. Jude
Medical Center’s St. Jude Memorial
Foundation the go ahead to engage your
physician in its fundraising efforts, even
going so far as to allow your physician to
be a “co-signor” on your “philanthropy
account.” 
A potential scenario: Your St. Jude

physician treats you for cancer or saved
your life at St. Jude Medical Center when
you had a heart attack. He or she can
now ask you donate money to the St.
Jude Memorial Foundation. And, by the
way, he or she will gladly help to manage
or dispurse those funds, too.
If you are concerned, outraged by this

practice, I suggest you start talking to
your legislators. HIPAA’s been gutted,
and is worthless.

Susan L. Petrella Fullerton

St. Jude Medical Center Patient Records 
= One Big Fundraising Database

The proposed East Wilshire Ave. bike
boulevard, in the College Park
Preservation Community, is an idealist
concept that will have little value and a
large negative for a community that is
already heavily congested because of a
college that does not provide adequate
parking for students.  
I have owned rentals in the communi-

ty for 35 years and have never seen the
area so congested.  Some days I have
trouble finding parking and find some
alleys blocked with illegally parked cars
and trash cans.  The few bicyclists I see
on Wilshire seem to ignore all traffic laws
and don’t deserve a “bike boulevard”.

Larry Walker Fullerton    

Bicyclists Don’t Deserve Bike Boulevard

California leads the nation with 886 soldiers wounded and 252 dead in wars since 2001.

On February 26 the Federal
Communications Commission in a 3 to 2
vote reclassified the Internet as a telecom-
munications service. The new rules ban
the broadband provider practices of
blocking, throttling, and paid prioritiza-
tion and apply to both fixed and wireless
networks.
This is great news for those working on

“Net Neutrality,” to keep the Internet
from being broken into a fast lane and a
slow lane. Nearly four million citizens
made comments to the FCC in support of
keeping the Internet open. Visit

www.fcc.gov for the entire ruling.
The Telecommunications Industry

Association opposed the ruling. Chief
Executive Scott Belcher said the industry
“will continue to work in Congress to get
legislation to address these rules.” 
According to the non-partisan non-

profit Sunlight Foundation (www.sun-
lightfoundation.com), Verizon, AT&T,
Comcast, and the National Cable &
Telecommunications Association spent
over $66 million lobbying congress
against the open Internet in 2012 (the
most recent year of complete data available).

FCC Ruling is a Win for the Open Internet  
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FEBRUARY 17 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING MARCH 3)

CITY COUNCIL NOTES by Jacqueline Mahrley
The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month. Upcoming agenda info and streaming video of council meetings are 

available  at www.cityoffullerton.com.  Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch
3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. and at 5pm Mon. 

City Hall is located at  303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
•Funding: Two audience members

asked where the funding to improve
Hillcrest Park was coming from. One
had concerns about the rustic steps,
the Harbor entrance and the Brea
Dam runoff (creek) and asked how
the city found money for this park
when they had no money to save
Coyote Hills.
•Bike Route & Drought

Landscaping: The second speaker
said, there should be a bike route and
a drought resistant vegetation man-
date.
•Bridge vs. Playground

Equipment: Another speaker believes
that the bridge over the barranca and
opening onto Harbor could become a
launch onto that busy street.  He pre-
dicted the city will eventually decide
it’s a bad idea and chain it.  Instead,
the money should be used for park
playground equipment, he said.
Agreeing, the next speaker added that
the bridge is dangerous for both ani-
mals and children.

During the Invocation, Father Ric Sera of
St. Mary’s Church prayed that the City
Council possess the wisdom to use all of
their gifts in the service of others during

this meeting and beyond.

DISCLOSURE: Mayor Sebourn spoke to
the president of the Fullerton Police
Association over the phone.  Despite the
intentional nature of this conversation
(after all, they didn’t actually run into each
other on the street or anything), the mayor
said that nothing of consequence was dis-
cussed.
GRIP: Police Chief Hughes introduced

the Orange County GRIP (Gang
Reduction Intervention Program) presen-
tation.  This was particularly attention-
grabbing since fourth to sixth graders in
three Fullerton elementary schools –
Woodcrest, Maple, and Topaz – were suc-
cessfully added to the program this year.
Hughes stated that  Orange County has

a gang problem.  There are 715 known
gangs who commit 48% of the crime.
Children enter gangs because they are
looking for a sense of belonging.  But
once they’re in, it’s hard to get out.
Orange County GRIP has been insti-

tuted in 50 schools in eight cities.  It is a
law enforcement-led program, a “move-
ment” of many different people working
together for one cause.  Police and social
workers work to prevent truancy.  Parents
attend parenting classes, are held account-
able for their child’s violation of truancy
laws, and are visibly active on campus.
School faculty work toward the atten-
dance of every child in the classroom and
act as mentors for the students.  GRIP
partners with businesses which offer
incentives to achieve good grades.
The principals of the three schools in

Fullerton using GRIP agree that parent
engagement is very important and that
the schools’ partnerships with the parents,
community and government agencies
help make the program successful. 
POLICE COMMUNITY ADVISORY

COMMITTEE: Due to the meetings and
trainings involved, Police Chief Dan
Hughes returned to this topic one year
after the City Council asked for an update
of the Community Advisory Committee.
Two committee members from those
selected by Hughes for this group spoke
on the intense training process and pres-
ent purpose.  
As for purpose, the members are meant

to be civilian liaisons between the police
department and the Fullerton communi-
ty.  Their value rests in their ability to
spread information, address police con-
cerns and give input on a variety of topics,
including department improvements.
They act as a sounding board to the police
command staff in addition to sitting on
interview panels.  Most recently they
voted to not release videos from police-
worn body cameras to the public.
COMMISSIONERS HONORED: Twenty-

four outgoing commissioners were hon-
ored for their combined 80.2 years of vol-
unteer service for the city of Fullerton.
UP WITH PEOPLE: Councilmember

Chaffee spoke about Up With People,
who will be giving a presentation at the
next City Council meeting.  They are a
global performing arts education program
which will be in this area from March 9 to
16 and will perform in a concert fundrais-
er at the Anaheim Convention Center on

March 15. Proceeds will go to purchase
playground equipment for Woodcrest
Park.  Go to www.womanscluboffuller-
ton.org for tickets. The visiting students
have a great need for local housing.
LOVE FULLERTON will occur on May

9th this year, stated Mayor Pro Tem
Fitzgerald.  Anyone having a potential
service project or desiring to get involved
may go online at LoveFullerton.org.   
OCTALKRADIO.NET: 
OCTalkRadio.net has a City Square

podcast which discusses such items as
transparency and labor negotiations, said
Fitzgerald.
DEVELOPMENT FEE HOLIDAY:

Councilmember Whitaker suggested a fee
holiday for development and home
improvement projects.  He believes that
this will be an incentive to undertake
these endeavors.  The mayor asked
Whitaker to flesh out this proposal and
present it at the next council meeting.
MARDI GRAS: Mayor Sebourn said the

Mardi Gras for Autism attracted between
2,500 to 3,000 people.
CONSENT CALENDAR:The City Council

approved the Consent Calendar 5-0.
2015 LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM: City

Manager Felz presented the 2015 Draft
Legislative Platform.  The councilmem-
bers provided input to the city staff
regarding their positions on the draft.
Items that may be coming before the
Council include local control of elections,
cap and trade programs and the grants
involved, and state regulations regarding
medical marijuana.
Mayor Pro Tem Fitzgerald reminded the

City Council that they voted to support
Proposition 13 last year.  As such, a ballot
initiative splitting commercial property
off of Proposition 13 would not be
acceptable.  Councilmember Whitaker
agreed with her statement.
Councilmember Chaffee felt that
Fullerton’s environmental support should
not be limited to the new cap and trade
funding legislation.  This city should not
be dependent on cap and trade,
Councilmember Flory said, but on other
programs as well.  
Chaffee continued by saying that fund-

ing for affordable housing should apply to
all housing.  In addition to focusing on
state monitoring of medical marijuana,
Fullerton should focus on federal moni-
toring as well.  Harmful second hand
smoke occurring during vaping, he said,
should also be checked.
A representative from Townsend Public

Affairs spoke on California Law 8939
which requires cities and counties to
divert products for waste handling.
Although cities and counties must com-
ply, the state does not.

HILLCREST PARK IMPROVEMENTS
The first two phases of the Hillcrest

Park improvements, said Hugo Curiel,
Parks and Recreation Director, are avail-
able in the conceptual phasing plan.
These include the Great Lawn and
Fountain, which acts as a visual statement
as a person comes into the downtown
area, and the Pine Forest Stairs and Vista
Point, which in the plan includes wooden
stairs to keep the area rustic and the abili-
ty to help with drainage.  Twenty-five
focus meetings occurred in order to
approve these changes, including those
with veterans, and community groups. 
Upon seeing the conceptual designs,

Councilmember Chaffee  stated that he
wanted flowering trees parallel to Harbor
Boulevard so the space seemed inviting
and not too formal.  Features should be
arranged on that side of the park, he
believes, so the eye goes to the water fea-
ture on top of the hill.  
Councilmember Whitaker said he was

previously told that the flag pole equip-
ment would be fixed in the first phase.
There was some concern over the fact that
the drawings did not reflect the way the
park actually looks.  Therefore, Director
Curiel will bring more literal designs back
to the City Council at a later date.

Proposed Hillcrest Master Plan improvements include: Phase 1 (Area 1 above)- Front
Lawn, Fountain, Barranca and Frontage Sidewalk; Phase 2 (Area 2 above) - Pine Forest
stairs leading to the sports field. Funding comes from the Hillcrest Park Rehabilitation

project. (Phase 3 includes the lower picnic area.) The entire project has $2.2 million allo-
cated. An additional $6 million in Park Dwelling Funds are available to go towards the
project pending council approval of the Fiscal Year 2015-16 CIP Budget Proposal. Some
audience members suggested this money could go to purchase of West Coyote Hills instead.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Mayor Sebourn echoed the concerns of

many public speakers.  He saying he would
rather see the money for the bridge be spent
on maintenance and other facilities.
Councilmember Chaffee said he looks for-
ward to the memorial being cleaned up.  He
sees the bridge as a gathering place instead of
being used for ingress and egress.  Upon
being asked the price of the bridge, Director
Curiel stated it will cost $300,000.
Councilmember Flory announced that it

was her dream that the renaissance of
Fullerton would be Hillcrest Park’s fountain.
Councilmember Whitaker thanked the
Hillcrest Park Advisory Committee for their
work on this plan.  Upon conclusion, he
asked how the sidewalk accommodates bicy-
cle riders with the fence on one side and the
trees on the other.
The City Council voted 4-1 (Sebourn, no)

to authorize the Director of Parks and
Recreation to execute the agreement for pro-
fessional services with Mia Lehrer &
Associates for development of construction
documents for Phase One and Phase Two of
the Hillcrest Park Master Plan, in a form
approved by the City Attorney.

MARCH 3RD AGENDA
•Closed session with legal counsel on

Jaramillo v. City about breaking the city
into council districts in the hopes of
achieving more representation for resi-
dents - plus two other cases. •Curb, gutter
and sidewalk reconstruction for 2014-15;
Water main, sewer replacement and street
improvements phase II contract award
$2,292,748; Emergency repairs to Well
3A, one of Fullerton’s main drinking
water wells needs cleaning and pump
motor repair; SRO Update; Railroad
Days; Strategies to improve communica-
tion on development projects.
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Students & Volunteers Come Together
to Create a Community Garden

by Gladys Hernandez
Woodcrest Elementary students, par-

ents, community leaders, Renewable
Farms, Applied Medical, Habitat for
Humanity Orange County and
NeighborWorks OC joined forces to
complete the Woodcrest Community
Garden at the school on February 21.
In prior years, the school had estab-

lished a garden, yet due to repeated van-
dalism, it was unable to be maintained.
With a fence protecting the new garden,
the school hopes to protect the garden
and use it to help educate children about
healthier eating habits in the “Move
More, Eat Healthy,” campaign.
Since launching of the Habitat for

Humanity Neighborhood Revitalization
program groups have collaborated in a
grassroots effort to improve the

Woodcrest neighborhood. 
Last year, residents came together and

established a neighborhood emergency
center, conducted community workshops,
organized a healthier achiever challenge,
and performed neighborhood surveys. 
For more information on how you can

volunteer on future Habitat for Humanity
OC projects in Fullerton, contact Leonel
Talvera, Neighborhood Revitalization
manager at Habitat for Humanity OC at
714-434-6200 ext. 212, or by email to
Leonel@habitatoc.org.
The mission of Habitat for Humanity is

to create a world where everyone has a
decent place to live. Habitat for
Humanity families and volunteers have
built, repaired and sold over 200 homes in
Orange County since 1988. To learn more
visit www.habitatoc.org

Volunteers young and old created raised beds for the garden.

Everyone worked
hard to do their
part in creating 
the garden.

At Left:
Luckily there was plenty of technical
expertise on hand among the volunteers
who used an auger to dig the holes 
to secure the legs of raised beds.

Above:
A pathway was created and the garden

area was thoroughly prepared, 
dug up, lined with weed preventative sheet-
ing. Holes were drilled and the raised beds
set in place. Then the area was covered

with mulch.

At Left: 
The six 

newly made
raised beds are
ready to be

filled with soil
and planted
in this Spring.
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text & photos by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

25 YEARS OF HEROES

Answer to Last Issue’s 
Vintage Fullerton Photo

Where was the miniature golf
course above located 

and what was its name?
Local business owner and

Fullertonian Walt Johnson
gave me a more complete
photo than the “Vintage
Fullerton” photo we printed
last month. In his photo you
can see the top of the Masonic
Temple Building on
Chapman, cropped out of the
other photo we had. 
Randy V., long time

Fullerton resident and
Observer fan, was sure this was
on Orangethorpe near Lemon,
where apparently there was
another miniature golf course. 

THIS MONTH’S VINTAGE FULLERTON PHOTO
What is now located on the same spot that 

Tom Thumb’s Miniature Golf Course was once located? 
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

A quarter of a century is sure to bring about a lot
of change in any city, and for our downtown, those
years have brought enormous change. 
There have always been some great places to go

in Downtown Fullerton and that is why it survived
while others have gone the way of the wrecking
ball.  Still, when we recall the late 1980’s and early
1990’s, our downtown was in an economic crisis
of sorts. We had a  number of antique stores and
some interesting small retailers, some good restau-
rants plus a decent number of busy offices, but it
appeared we were going nowhere fast.
Anybody taking a walk around our downtown,

and there were few doing that, would have noticed
some empty buildings, many in disrepair, areas
where trash was collecting, and most imposing, an
ailing Fox Theatre. The signage, lighting and feel
was not ‘vintage’ or ‘historic’. It was more like tired
and old. 
The lot across from our Museum Center was

just that, an empty lot save for a tree that survived
the demolition of what I understand was a single
family home. It was nearly sold off for develop-
ment but today a busy park has taken up residence
there. The parking lot to the west of the Museum
was decaying asphalt and bare dirt. The street itself
was cracked and about to give way. 
Jack Franklyn ignored the decay and sensed

opportunity in a small space on the ground floor
of Villa del Sol.  Even though the Villa showed its
age, there was still a viable heartbeat and atmos-
phere intact. His concept of a family oriented

place “Where Good Friends Meet” fit
in with the brick structure and historic
feel of the area. 
He was not alone. We have seen the

restoration of more than 70 historic
buildings, implementation of a master
plan, upgrades to lighting, signage,
parking, utilities and of course, restora-
tion of a vital business community. 
As we celebrate the 25th anniversary

of Heroes in March we also celebrate
what we called the “Renaissance” of
our Downtown, pronounced dead on a
number of occasions but brought back
to life by entrepreneurs who saw
beyond the facades and into the heart
of our community. 
The growth of Heroes and a need for

more space lead to a move to what is
now famously known as SoCo (South

of Commonwealth), which was also in
great disrepair when he decided to
make the move there.  Jack later added
Roscoe’s Famous Deli and Joe’s Bar &
Grill. A number of other entrepreneurs
filled in the other blanks and SoCo
became a destination. Congratulations
to Jack Franklyn and everyone who has
contributed to turning our downtown
around. 

Thanks to Cheri Pape at our local Library History
Room for more evidence of the location of the golf
course in the vintage photo above where we can see
the Tom Thumb sign on the far right (unfortunate-
ly on newsprint it does not read well so get out your
magnifying glass). In addition, the vintage invitation
to the Grand Opening shown below sets the loca-
tion at Spadra Road at Whiting.

Jack Franklyn (at far right) with the early Heroes crew.
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD
“Our Crossword” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

ACROSS

1. Relieves (of )
5. Start
10. Prima donna
14. Online phone no.?
15. Stadium
16. Rephrase
17. Kind of bean favored by Lecter
18. Take care of
19. Infiltrator
20. 17th century English military and 

political leader*
23. Popular brand of dye
24. Fink
25. Former Pistons guard Thomas
27. New Zealand native
29. Diane’s love on “Cheers”
32. Open, as a jacket
33. Natl. Adopt-a-Dog month
35. “As I ___ Dying”
37. Naval rank, abbr.

38. Adapted Screenplay or Sound 
Editing, e.g.*

43. Santa ___ winds
44. Starchy tuber
45. “Quiet!”
46. “Star Wars” genre
49. Unruly crowd
51. Largest city in Nebraska
55. Contradicts
57. College e-mail address ending
59. More, in Madrid
60. Lena Dunham’s alma mater*
64. Mary Kay rival
65. “_ ___ drink of water”
66. 2012 Best Picture winner
67. Bit of sweat
68. Where we live (in slang), and a hint 

to the starts of the starred answers
69. Rights grp.
70. Graphic ___
71. River in Picardy, France
72. Fall (over)

DOWN

1. Make positive changes
2. Roma is its capital
3. Director of “Hoffa”
4. Czech or Serb
5. Iraqi port
6. Constructs
7. He played Grandpa Walton
8. Go ___ detail
9. “King Kong” star Watts
10. Humiliate
11. Devotee
12. Wickedness
13. Had a bite
21. ___ Kane of “All My Children”
22. Univ. in Pullman, WA
26. Not Macs?
28. Mythical bird
30. “Remember the ___!”
31. Yoga class need

34. Attempt
36. “Absolutely!”
38. Rapid inspection
39. Schooner or clipper
40. Quarterback Newton
41. Ghost kin
42. Resistance unit
43. High Sch. gov’t
47. Devils
48. Suffix with cash or front
50. Sequel to “Get Shorty”
52. Punish with a fine, Old English style
53. Bargain persistently
54. South Korean essence?
56. Blind parts
58. Partner of Gabbana
61. Title of Guevara’s autobiography?
62. Christmas song
63. Poker player Phil
64. Attorneys’ org.

A volunteer meeting will be scheduled
this month by the nonprofit preservation
group Fullerton Heritage to discuss
restoration of the Santa Fe loading dock.

Individuals and businesses interested in
helping with the restoration of an impor-
tant part of the city’s railroad history may
call the group’s hotline at 714-740-3051. 

Fullerton Heritage Seeks Volunteer Helpers 
for Historic Building Restoration

PORTAL LANGUAGES
FULLERTON

Group & Private Classes 
for adults & kids

14 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
FREE DEMO CLASS!

110 E. Wilshire Ave. Suite 500, 
(at Harbor) Downtown Fullerton

714-499-2311
www.portallanguages.com/fullerton

Where’s The Biggest Chair in Town?
by Jere Greene

Inspired by pho-
tographer and page
6 columnist Mike
Ritto, I thought I
would submit a
photograph of this
amazing oversized
chair I found in
Fullerton. It is fun
looking around
town for unique
items. If  you know
where it is email me
your answer at
Jere@FirePhoto.com

Hint: This huge chair
is as tall as a regular
door! It is located

directly across from a
gas station in Fullerton.

Free Sessions 
in Digitizing 
at the Library

Learn to digitize photographs,
slides, documents using the new
scanner at the Fullerton Public
Library Local History Room. Sign
up for a free training class from 4pm
to 6pm or from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
on Wednesdays: March 11, March
25; April 8 and April 22. Bring five
items to practice scanning.  
24-hour advance pre-registration

is required. Call 714-738-6342 to
register. The Fullerton Public
Library is located at 353 W.
Commonwealth.

Crime & Science Authors
at the Library

Crime & Science Authors Jan Burke & D.P.
Lyle will be at the Fullerton Public Library, 353
W. Commonwealth Ave. on Sunday, March
29, 1:30pm-3:30pm. Burke is the national
bestselling author of 14 books (Bones  won the
Edgar Award for Best Novel). Dr. Lyle is the
Macavity and Benjamin Franklin Silver Award
winning and USA Best Book Award nominat-
ed author of many fiction and non-fiction
books. He has worked with many novelists and
with writers of TV shows such as Law & Order,
Monk, Judging Amy, Pretty Little Liars and
more. Burke & Lyle are co-hosts of the Crime
& Science Radio program found at
http://crimeandscienceradio.com. Call 714-
738-6326 for more info. Free



Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER EARLY MARCH 2015SCHOOL NEWS 

FULLERTON FIT FAMILIES SCAVENGER HUNT & FAIR
Fullerton School District is sponsoring

Fullerton Fit Families 21st Century
Scavenger Hunt and Fair starting at
8:30am on Saturday, March 14. 
The event starts at the Fullerton

Courthouse parking lot, 1275 N.
Berkeley Ave, in Fullerton and will con-
tinue along the Juanita Cooke Greenbelt
Trail.
Participants can use the Geocaching

intro and Goto Coordinates applications
on a smart phone or web-enabled device
to discover students’ geocatching projects
that have been hidden along the trail. The
wellness fair will round out the morning
of fitness, fun, and family. 
The Fullerton School District includes

20 schools and serves 14,000 students in
grades TK-8th. Call 714-447-7400 or
visit www.fullertonsd.org for more info.

Cookies for Sale! Zowie, Samantha, and Heather from Girl Scout Troop 1645
were found happily at work selling this year’s Girl Scout cookies in front of 

their neighborhood Ralphs Market across from Hillcrest Park.

• 40TH YEAR FOR ORANGETHORPE
MULTIAGE COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
COMMUNITY (formerly the Multi-age
Classroom Program):  This unique pro-
gram involves 3 hours per week of parent
participation in the classroom. Each stu-
dent has an Individual Learning Plan
which includes testing and meeting
required grade level benchmarks. The
enrollment process includes a
teacher/principal interview with the stu-
dent’s parent. 40% of the students live
outside the district.

•FULLERTON STEAM SUMMIT: CSUF
and other groups including FSD schools
are planning a program on March 3 at
CSUF.

•CITY PROPERTY FOR SALE: Currently,
there is a vacant piece of land in front of
Beechwood School along Bastanchury
Road. The city has offered to sell it to
FSD since the property is adjacent to the
school. The board requested that staff find
out the price; and/or explore a possible
joint-use project with the city. Trustee
Thompson said that “some kind of vision
is needed,” though he didn’t offer one.  

•2015/16 CALENDAR REVIEWED:
Several of the trustees expressed unhappi-
ness with the Aug. 6 start date saying it
was very difficult for families. Yet, they
agreed that they needed to keep the calen-
dar aligned with the high school calendar,
since being unaligned would cause even
more problems for families.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 2nd & 4th

Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 
1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton, 92833. 

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

February 17 Board Meeting (Next meeting March10)

Eleven parents and two students from
Beechwood School addressed the board
about their unhappiness in the board’s
recent decision to discontinue the
Reduced Class Size program for all K-3
classes. Students Kai Falcioni and Jackson
Oates, both 3rd graders, eloquently spoke
of the benefits they have received in the
smaller classrooms and the need to keep
the program for others. 
With the new Local Control state fund-

ing there is no longer designated funding
for Class Size Reduction.  This is part of
the local control component where each

district decides which programs to fund
from the state allocation instead of having
the state decide for districts. 
The parents expressed concern that

there was no community input in this
decision. 
Several of the trustees requested anoth-

er discussion be held on this topic. Trustee
Sugarman asked why parents from other
schools have not expressed unhappiness
with the program’s elimination. Staff said
that they would look into a forum provid-
ing a more open discussion about this
topic.

Ladera Vista Jr. High Profile
ASB students Ana Guerrero, Jeremie

Javellana, Guadalupe Manriquez, and
Hailey Martinez enthusiastically
described the recently developed “School
of the Arts” program at Ladera and narrat-
ed a video. (By the time this issue is being
printed the students will have performed in
their first musical-Peter Pan! See page 14)
The school has a host of electives (32),

with expanded foreign language offerings
including Spanish, French and German
and a STEAM program. Staff recently
developed a new offering called “the Triple
Threat.” This is where alongside the
required academic courses thirty students

are enrolled in a special band, dance and
drama program. 
The school has also developed an aca-

demic assistance/ tutoring program and a
variety of enrichment activities during
lunch period. And then, there is collabo-
ration with CSUF and the U-Acre
Project. Dr. Sara Johnson and CSUF stu-
dents are working with LV students in
“The Urban Agricultural Garden
Project.” This project is part of a  grant
that has college students assist LV students
in collecting scientific data from the
school’s garden and the Fullerton
Arboretum. Students are also participat-
ing in the Project Learning Tree, an
Environmental Education group.

Reduced Class Size Public Comment

Fullerton’s first STEM Summit was held at Sunny Hills High on February 24th. The
event drew a huge crowd of interested students, parents, teachers and other community
members to interact with scientists and engineers and to participate in various hands-on 
science and technology demos, view exhibits and see robotics created by local students.

PHOTO BY JERE GREENE See page 9 for story and more photos

HIGH SCHOOL OLYMPIAD AT CSUF
Ninth through 12th grade students

from a dozen area high schools will be
showing their business acumen and finan-
cial literacy as competitors Saturday,
March 14, in the California Financial
Literacy and Business Olympiad spon-
sored by CSUF Center for Economic
Education. 
“We targeted students from low-income

area high schools, who may not be able to
travel to compete in national competi-
tions,” said Director Radha Bhattacharya.

“And as part of the effort, the center sent
out student mentors to some of the high
schools to help get students interested in
the contest and to support them in their
efforts through weekend workshops.”
Participants will compete individually

or in teams in up to five events: a stock
market simulation, a business plan con-
test, a financial video competition, finan-
cial literacy/personal finance knowledge
and an economics and business news con-
test. 



SAMMY’S SCENE  Photos by Sammy Howell
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REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES
• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

NOW HIRING WATER AEROBICS INSTRUCTORS - CALL TODAY!

Kids Rule!  by Francine Vudoti

STEM.  No, it’s not that part of the
plant.  It stands for Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math.  My teacher told
us that our city would hold its very first
STEM summit this month and that we
could go if we wanted. and I did. 
The summit was held at night, from

5pm to 9pm at Sunny Hills High School
on February 24.    I attended with my
mom and dad.  Many people came and
there were plenty of exhibits.  We  didn’t
know where to start but then I saw some
robots moving around from inside the
gym and they helped me made up my
mind. Soon I was pressing the remote that
made the robot move to where I wanted it
to be.  I could make one move around and
another one could be made to lift storage
boxes.  So this is STEM.  Pretty exciting.  
I cruised around from one booth to

another and learned a whole lot.   The
Boeing guy told me that space shuttles
and airplanes are made of aluminum
instead of steel because they are so much
lighter and he made me hold a block of
aluminum and a block of steel on each
hand to compare their weights.  The
Raytheon lady said that they helped the
students from Sunny Hills work on the
robot project I was playing with.  The
Iridescent girl told me that I can work on
their engineering projects for kids and
once I get to finish a project, they will pair
me up with someone who can personally
coach me.  Cool.  
There were a lot more exhibits outside

along the corridors and I had fun on most
of them especially with the 3D printer,
the tiny solar panel that can run a motor
when put under the light, and the plant

that is not grown in soil but in water com-
ing from the fishpond and the water flows
back to the fishpond.
This summit changed the way I look at

things.  I already like Minecraft and I
know there is some engineering involved
when I build those blocks.  But I guess
there is a lot more to explore.  Mom said
that next summer, she can enroll me in
robotics summer camp.  Really?  Wow,
not too long ago I was so much into
Nutcracker and summer is usually the sea-
son of Peter Pan.  I think my feelings are
all mixed up.  Mom said that I don’t have
to go if I don’t feel like.  Well, I have a lot
of time to decide. 
In the meantime, I wish that next time

they hold the STEM Summit, it won’t be
on a weekday and not at night.  It would
have been more fun if it were on a week-
end when we can spend more time enjoy-
ing the exhibits.  Most of the school’s
exhibits were along the corridors and you
could barely see them when there was no
more sunlight at 5pm.  Besides feeling
chilly because it gets cold at night in win-
ter time, I could hardly see the exhibits
because they don’t have enough lights.
Perhaps next time they can hold the

summit in one big place where the
exhibits can be presented nicely, one in
each booth. Then I won’t get confused
about where the exhibits begin and where
it ends.   
We left the summit at 9pm so it was a

long day.  I woke up early to go to school
that day.  Thanks for the free snacks.  I
think it was thoughtful and generous for
the organizers to provide those yummy
treats.

Fullerton’s First STEM Summit
by Francine Vudoti with photos by Sammy Howell

Francine is an 8 year old local student and a prolific writer. She enjoys
school, all kinds of activities including playing piano and composing her

own music, and being with her friends and family.

Sammy Howell is an 8 year old local student who has been taking
photographs for three years. When she grows up she hopes to be a

photographer or a surgeon.

Aisha from
ExploreOcean in
Newport Beach
teaches Ava
Martin, a

Laguna Road
kindergartner
how to build a
motor from a
magnet, a nail, 
a battery and 
a wire to make 
a flashlight that

lights up!

Above: Irene, a 15-year-old student from Sunny Hills High School, demonstrated the
robot she built called “the Joeker,” that can move and stack containers. It was cool! At Left 

and 
Below: 

First Lego
League (FLL)
teammates

eighth graders
Ethan Nguyen
and Chase Jin
from Parks Jr.
High STEM
robotic club

showed off their
Lego robots
which could
pick up balls.

by Francine Vudoti ( and F. Bilangel)

Fullerton’s first Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics (STEM)
Summit was designed to inspire students
to be more involved in STEM-related
programs offered in schools and in the
community so they might eventually pur-
sue STEM-related careers. 
STEM-oriented companies employing

STEM-skilled workers and schools from
the Fullerton School and Fullerton Joint
Union High School Districts showcased
Orange County’s best STEM programs.  
As summit participants moved from

one booth to another, exhibitors
explained their STEM programs and con-
ducted live demonstration.  Students par-
ticipated in hands-on activities like mak-
ing bridge models out of straws, building
structures out of toothpicks and marsh-
mallows, and even operating robots. The
four-hour event also featured a speaker

panel comprised of representatives from
STEM-oriented companies who spoke
about career opportunities available to
STEM-skilled workers.
The exhibitors included Raytheon,

Boeing, L.A. Biohackers, Community
Science Academy, Orange County
Sanitation District, National Instruments,
Iridescent Learning Program, Gamedesk
and Explore Ocean.  Each one has its own
unique approach to promoting STEM
programs to students.
Among the school exhibitors were Troy

Tech, said to be the #1 STEM school in
the USA; Harvey Mudd College, one of
the top STEM colleges in the country
(which offers free over-the-phone tutoring
for grades 4 to 6); Nicolas Junior High,
which featured a 3D printer at their
booth; Fern Drive and Richman
Elementary which added “arts” to  their
STEM program to make it a STEAM cur-
riculum.

A Few More Details on the STEM Summit
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Chinese Cultural Association New Year
by Jere Greene

A celebration of Chinese New Year took
place on February 21st at Sunny Hills
High School on Warburton Way with
Fullerton Chinese Cultural Association
student performances, Ten Drum, Lion
Dancing, a Calligraphy Show, food, dis-
tribution of the traditional Red
Envelopes, and other special New Year
treats. 
The non-profit Fullerton Chinese

Cultural Association, founded in 1989 by
a group of Fullerton Chinese-American
residents, has over 150 members.
Association activities held on the Sunny
Hills High School campus include basket-
ball, tennis, Tai Chi, a choir, social and
folk dance, and a seniors club all designed
to preserve Chinese heritage, art and cul-
ture and bring the Chinese-American
community together. 
The Association also conducts a

Chinese School with 240 students which
is open to all members of the community
every Saturday morning at Sunny Hills

High School.  The school teaches
Mandarin for students with or without
previous experience in Chinese. Visit
www.fullertonchinese.org for more infor-
mation. 

Basketball & Dance
A group of around 20 members of the

Fullerton Chinese Cultural Association
have been playing basketball every Sunday
at the Sunny Hills High School Gym for
25 years.
Most of the group started as teenagers

and the average age is now around 40.
C.T. Lee joined the group when he was
40. He has been coming every Sunday
ever since. He said that he really enjoys
playing and all the running around is his
exercise. Richard Lu is the current group
manager and has been playing since 2013.  
In another area of the gym on the day I

visited, Dorie Chueh and a few of the
nine women in the Association dance
group were practicing for an upcoming
performance. 

Above: Dancers practice for a performance. PHOTOS JERE GREENE

At Left: The basketball team has been playing at SHHS for over 25 years. 

Below: The fantastic Lion Dancers perform for the Association’s Chinese
New Year event held at Sunny Hills High on February 21. 

Go to www.fullertonchinese.org for more photos of the fun event.



Fullerton Police, in conjuction with
CSUF Police, arrested Jose Alfredo
Gradilla-Cuevas, 21, of La Habra,
believed to have been involved in multi-
ple reported incidents of sexual battery
on females in the northeast area of
Fullerton from August 2014 through
February 2015 between the hours of
5pm to 9pm.
Detectives began a several-week sur-

veillance in which a suspect fitting the
description given by victims and driving
a vehicle similar to one captured on a
security video in the area of a previous
assault, was seen stalking dozens of

potential victims in Fullerton, Placentia,
and La Habra. Gradilla-Cuevas was
arrested after he parked his car, exited
his vehicle, ran up behind a lone female
walking along Nutwood Ave., and
slapped her buttocks. This incident of
sexual battery was similar to the prior
reported incidents where the suspect
grabbed various private body parts of the
females assaulted. 
It is believed there are additional vic-

tims. Anyone who has been a victim is
asked to contact Detective C. Wright at
714-738-6754
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BIKE NOTES

by Denny Bean

I would like to inform our community
of a potential improvement: the recent
abandonment of a four-mile rail spur from
La Habra almost to our train station is
raising possibilities of a new trail. 
In the Mid-February Fullerton Observer

Bike Notes column on page 11 there is a
bikeway map which shows a dark line that
starts at the top center of the page, contin-
ues south to the Hunt Library where it
turns east to the Transportation Center.
This is the abandoned Union Pacific
Railroad that has had its crossing arms
removed at the street crossings, and new
signs put in place indicating that the rails
are no longer in service. (See reprint of
that portion above.)
The dark line on the map indicates that

this has been a proposed trail/bikeway for
many years.  The catch is obtaining the
funding required for acquisition, removing
the rails (scrap steel must have some
value), cleansing the soil (arsenic was used
for weed control), and paving the bikeway.
I’m sure OCTA or other government
agencies have funds for such projects.
There could be additional sources as well,
but the city must apply.
In the same issue are articles starting on

the frontpage about three proposed resi-
dential developments: Melia Homes (site
of former St. Jude’s medical offices) on
Bastanchury with 41 townhomes, seven
homes on Laguna Rd at the Ebell Club,
and 1,142 homes on Harbor at the former
Beckman facility.

Abandoned Rail Spur Bike Way

ATTENTION BICYCLISTS: 
If you have a bike related issue you

would like to present in this column
send to observernews@earthlink.net.

LOCAL NEWS

Portion of Proposed Bikeway Improvements. See the whole map at http://www.ci.fuller-
ton.ca.us/downloads_large/comm_dev/Appendix%20Master%20Plan.pdf

City of 
Fullerton Sewer & Water Main Replacement is going strong in the W. Brookdale neighborhood

and includes part of Malvern and the connecting allies all the way to Berkeley. The work
is expected to take up to 6 months.  The process will be faster if motorists pay attention to

the no parking signs in the area as towing errant vehicles slows down the work.

Sexual Battery Suspect Arrested

All of these projects are either adjoining
or very close to the UPRR.  The relevance
here is that the County has built hun-
dreds of miles of trails by requiring devel-
opers to install trails next to their proper-
ty based upon the County’s master plan
of trails. So why shouldn’t our City
require these developers to pay for that
portion of the bikeway near their proper-
ty?
The other issue are the state laws

requiring the reductions of green house
gases to 1995 levels by 2020 (AB32 and
SB375). One of the primary means of
achieving this objective is by reducing the
amount of travel using combustion
engines. These four miles of bikeway
could connect potently 3,570 residents of
these developments with downtown
Fullerton and the Transportation Center
on a virtually level bikeway. When you
consider the other thousands of existing
homes and their residents nearby, it
becomes a very meaningful project.
Then there is the popularity of jogging,

walking, biking, and skating on public
trails/bikeways.  An amenity such as this
adds measurable value to any community.
This would considerably add to the value
of the surrounding homes and increase
the desirability of these new residences.



Page 12 FULLERTON OBSERVER EARLY MARCH 2015EVENT NEWS

Wielding the Weapon of Reason:
Satire Speaks in Dear White People
Dear White People, Justin Simien’s

critically-acclaimed film, was screened
at California State University, Fullerton,
on Wednesday, February 25.
Dear White People is not a self-aggran-

dizing, holier-than-thou treatise on race
relations. It’s not a stuffy documentary
designed to educate the ignorant. It’s
satire at its finest, self-aware and sly,
subtle and poignant. It’s hilarious and
provocative and you should do yourself
a favor and go see it. 

The movie chronicles the
college experience on an ivy
league campus. It has not one,
but four main characters, all
of whom are black. But the
film isn’t just about being a
‘black face in a white place.’
It’s about identity– identity as
it pertains to race, gender, sex-
ual preference, and more.
Dear White People tells the
familiar tale of the awkward
college student struggling to
define themself, both inde-
pendent of and in relation to
others. 
Simien’s debut film begins

by documenting school poli-
tics and rising racial tensions at
the fictional Winchester
University. Outspoken stu-
dent-activist Samantha White
is unexpectedly elected presi-
dent of the school’s black resi-
dence hall, sparking a campus-wide
“culture war” that challenges notions of
race. The story culminates with an
offensive Halloween party, organized by
the film’s antagonist. Racial tensions hit
their breaking point during the climac-
tic party scene. Its theme? “Release your
inner Negro.”
Inspired by recent scandals on college

campuses throughout the country, such
as UC San Diego’s “Compton
Cookout” of 2010, Dear White People
draws attention to what some mistaken-
ly perceive as merely an uncomfortable
trend in our society. But if art is a reflec-
tion of the society that produces it, then
it’s about time we looked in the mirror.
Race relations at Cal State Fullerton

came to a head last fall, when sorority
Alpha Delta Pi hosted a “Taco Tuesday”
costume party, complete with som-
breros and gang-related attire. Since the
incident, CSUF has broadened its cul-
tural diversity and outreach programs,
pursuing a policy of education as
opposed to one that “shames individual
students.” According to Joy Hoffman,
Director of Diversity Initiatives and

Resource Centers, race and ethnicity
courses are not a graduation require-
ment at CSUF.
The student-organized film screening

was made possible by ASI Productions,
the Association of InterCultural
Awareness (AICA), Lobby Corps, and
the Division of Student Affairs. 
A question and answer session with

the film’s director followed the screen-
ing. Topics of audience inquiries ranged

from Simien’s experi-
ences studying cine-
matography at
Chapman University to
the origins of the Dear
White People hashtag.

Simien discussed his
personal experiences as a
“colored person living in
a world that thinks it’s
color blind,” covering
everything from his
childhood in Houston
to the challenges of
being a black director in
Hollywood. He elabo-
rated on the film’s overt
references to jazz and his
own personal ties to the
characters, as well as the
consequences of race
labels, including “defin-
ing our blackness and
dividing ourselves in the
process.”

When questioned about the film’s
intended message, Simien replied,
“Dear White People is about Identity ver-
sus the Self. Who you really are versus
who society wants you to be, the facade,
the character role you’re expected to
fill.” It’s about being many different
things at once–whether you’re black and
a woman, black and homosexual, black
but not black enough for the other
black kids, black but too black for the
white kids. Simien said he “wanted the
audience to experience the oversimplifi-
cation of a culture…to understand what
it feels like to be made other.” 
Multiple audience members com-

mented on the film’s ambiguous ending,
which leaves the characters’ fate unan-
swered. In response, Simien stated: “If a
movie about race or similar issues wraps
up nicely and leaves you with a cathar-
tic feeling of resolution, then that movie
is lying to you.”
In the words of the film’s main char-

acter, Samantha White: “The role of
counterculture is to wake up the main-
stream.” 
Dear White People does exactly that. 

Space Explorer Anousheh Ansari
at CSUF Wednesday, March 18

DOES YOUR
NEIGHBOR 
KNOW 
YOU PLAY 
VIOLIN?

www.thedayofmusic.com

Cal State Fullerton's Natural Sciences
and Mathematics Inter-Club Council
presents "Discovering New Frontiers:
Reaching for the Stars" March 18-19, fea-
turing a keynote address by citizen space
explorer Anousheh Ansari. The 12th
annual Science and Mathematics
Symposium, free and open to the public,
also features student research presenta-
tions and competition, as well as lectures
by campus faculty members and industry
leaders.
The Symposium runs from noon to

7:30pm on both Wednesday, March 18
and Thursday, March 19 at the Cal State
Fullerton, Titan Student Union, Portola
Pavilion, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Fullerton.
Ansari will present "Reaching for the

Stars and Getting There" at 6pm
Wednesday, March 18. She made head-
lines in 2006 as the first female private
space explorer aboard the International
Space Station. The entrepreneur and engi-
neer had dreamed of space exploration as
a child growing up in Iran. Ansari immi-
grated to the United States as a teenager
and earned a bachelor's degree in elec-
tronics and computer engineering from
George Mason University. She earned a
master's degree in electrical engineering
from George Washington University and

is working on a master's degree in astron-
omy. Ansari is co-founder and chairman
of Prodea Systems and previously served
as CEO and chairman of Telecom
Technologies Inc. Her presentation will be
followed by a Q&A session.

Learn more about Anousheh Ansari and
her amazing journeys on her website

www.anoushehansari.com
and meet her in person at CSUF

Music at CSUF 
CLAYES PERFORMING ART CENTER

800 N. State College, Fullerton • Box Office: (657) 278-3371

•Thurs, March 5, 8pm: Fullerton Jazz
Orchestra & Big Band, Charles
Tumlinson & Kye Palmer, directors.
Meng Concert Hall. $10

•Sun, March 8, 4pm: Håkan
Rosengren Chamber Music Series,
Music by Glinka, Saint-Saens, Weber &
Mendelsshon. Internationally acclaimed
clarinetist Håkan Rosengren with
Valentin Martchev, bassoon, and Mikhail
Korzhev, piano. Meng Concert Hall. $15
•Sat, March 21, 8pm: Clayes Collage

Concert, a benefit in support of scholar-
ships for music students. Dynamically
staged all around Meng Concert Hall, the

concert features student talent. $20
•Thurs, March 26, 8pm: Lloyd

Rodgers Group, “The Prince of Venosa”
premiere performance for small ensemble
of instruments and electronic music with
John Glenn, bass; Bruno Cilloniz, percus-
sion; and Lloyd Rodgers, keyboard in the
Recital Hall. $10
•Fri, March 27, 8pm: Lloyd Rodgers

Group, Ernest Salem, violin & Alison
Edwards, piano. Meng Concert Hall. $15
•Sat, March 28, 8pm: University

Symphony Orchestra with Concerto-
Aria Competition Winners, Kimo
Furumoto, conductor. Meng Concert
Hall. $15

REVIEWED by Katherine Small

“Racism is not
bigotry, it’s not
prejudice….
Racism is 
a system of 

disadvantage.” 
–JUSTIN SIMIEN,
DIRECTOR, DEAR

WHITE PEOPLE. 
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FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona at Wilshire,  Downtown Fullerton    714-738-6545
OPEN: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, & Sun 12-4pm, and Thurs. 12-8pm.

DORIS ROSENTHAL: AN AMERICAN ARTIST IN MEXICO

MUCKENTHALER  CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W. Malvern,  Fullerton   

714-738-6595    www.themuck.org
OPEN: Wed - Sun from 12 to 4pm & Thurs. 5pm to 9pm.

Heroes and Villains is the first
museum exhibition celebrating the
artwork of Alex Ross, today’s fore-
most comic book artist. Ross,
acclaimed for the photorealism of
his work, is often referred to as “the
Norman Rockwell” of the comics
world.  
The exhibit features paintings,

drawings, photographs and sculp-
tures from Ross’s personal collection
organized by the Andy Warhol
Museum, one of the four Carnegie
Museums of Pittsburgh.
The show is open to the public

through May 10 and will be open
with free admission during Fullerton
ArtWalk’s 5th Anniversary
Celebration at the Museum Plaza.

THE COMIC BOOK
ART OF ALEX ROSS

California-born Doris
Rosenthal was trained by
artists George Bellows
and John Sloan at New
York’s Art Students
League, and painted
everyday life in rural
Mexico between the
1930s to 1960s, some-
times riding on the back
of a burro to reach
remote villages.
Rosenthal received
Guggenheim fellowships
that financed her travel in
Mexico. The exhibition
features over 50 works
from her family’s collec-
tion. - thru April 4.

Celebrating the art community in
Fullerton, the Downtown Fullerton
ArtWalk will commemorate its landmark
5th anniversary with a monumental art cel-
ebration at the Fullerton Museum Plaza
Friday, March 6, from 6 to 10pm. 
The anniversary event is free and good

for all ages. More than 2,000 art enthusiasts
are expected to attend the celebration.
Aside from artists booths and live art

demonstrations, there will be dance and
musical performances; interactive art and
theater; a beer and wine garden; and a gour-
met food truck round-up, all geared to
enhance everyone’s overall art experience. 
Live musical and artistic performers just

added to the lineup include: Chad

Martinez (a solo reggae/alternative/indie
performer), Puerto Aereo (electronic/exper-
imental/spanish synth pop band), Canyons
(indie rock band), plus visual artist Chantal
deFelice who will be doing live video/audio
mixing.
The monthly First Friday ArtWalk, start-

ed in 2010 by gallery owners Jesse LaTour
and Brian Prince and friends, is an art crawl
that takes place at numerous venues within
easy walking distance of each other in the
downtown area. Each venue shows art and
many provide treats while others include
live music.
The five-year anniversary at the Museum

Plaza is held in collaboration with the
Fullerton Museum Center Association.  

ART WALK ANNIVERSARY PARTY FRIDAY MARCH 6
6PM-10PM AT DOWNTOWN MUSEUM PLAZA

Thomas Campbell is a painter, sculpture,
photographer, and filmmaker, whose work
combines graphic qualities with a rich
expressionism to explore essential questions
of human nature. The public is invited to
lectures and demonstrations at Fullerton
College, 321 E. Chapman, Art Gallery
Room 1004 on the following dates:
Thursday, March 05,  at 10am
Monday, March 09,  at 10am

Tuesday, March 10,  at 10am
Wed, March 11,  10am and 6pm
Thursday, March 12,  at 10am
Monday, March 16,  at 10am
Tues, March 17,  at 10am and 6pm
Wednesday, March 18,  at 10am
Thursday, March 19,  at 10am
Monday, March 23, at 10am and 6pm
Tuesday, March 24,  at 10am
Wednesday, March 25,  at 10am

The Hibbleton Gallery, 223 W. Santa
Fe at the Magoski Art Colony in
Fullerton, is calling for submissions for an
upcoming art show + zine release that will
be held May 1 at the gallery. 
Artists are invited to read any of the

novels listed below, and then create and
submit artwork and/or writing (essays,
poetry, comics, etc.) based on them for
the exhibit. 
Submit artwork and/or writing, simply

to co-curator Christine Granillo by email
c.a.granillo@gmail.com.
The show is titled “Philip K Dick in

Orange County.” Philip K. Dick is known
for his trippy/dystopian stories and nov-
els, many of which have been made into
films—like Blade Runner, Total Recall,
Minority Report, A Scanner Darkly, etc. 
What is less well-known is the fact that

he spent the last years of his life living in
Orange County. He had an apartment in
Fullerton! Dick’s last six novels (written
roughly between 1970-1982) are set main-
ly in Orange County, and they offer an
insightful and disturbing portrait of an
ultra-conservative, paranoid, Nixon-era
1970s OC and America. These novels are: 
1) Flow My Tears, the Policeman

Said: Set in a dystopian police state, a
famous television talk show host wakes up
to find his identity has been erased from

the government’s vast databases—putting
his life in danger.
2) A Scanner Darkly: Set in the subur-

ban neighborhoods of Orange County, a
narcotics officer is asked to spy on a new
target: himself.
3) Radio Free Albemuth: A former

record store clerk from Berkeley begins
having divine revelations which compel
him to move to Orange County, where he
learns of a vast intergalactic/cosmic war
between good and evil.
4) VALIS: Based on Philip K. Dick’s

own experiences while living in Fullerton,
VALIS tells the story of a man who begins
having what he thinks are divine transmis-
sions beamed to his head from a distant
star. This novel, called his masterpiece by

some, is a passionate mediation on sci-
ence, religion, and the price of inspira-
tion.
5) The Divine Invasion: The second

book in the VALIS trilogy. After the fall of
Masada in 74 AD, God, or “Yah” is exiled
from Earth and forced to take refuge in
the CY30-CY30B star system.
Meanwhile, the people of Earth are ruled
by Belial the spirit of darkness, but Yah is
intent on reclaiming his creation.
6) The Transmigration of Timothy

Archer. Dick’s final novel. Set in the late
1960s and 1970s, the story describes the
efforts of Bishop Timothy Archer, who
must cope with the theological and philo-
sophical implications of the newly discov-
ered Gnostic Zadokite scroll fragments. 

The Downtown Museum Plaza on E. Wilshire between Harbor and Pomona (pictured
above) will be filled with art venue booths, live music and theater and dance performances,
beer & wine garden, food trucks and more for the Friday, March 6th ArtWalk fifth anniver-
sary celebration. Admission is free for this all-ages event. Don’t miss it! PHOTO JERE GREENE

Fullerton College Artist in Residence 2015:
Thomas Campbell

Call for Submissions for Upcoming Hibbleton Art Show & Zine Release
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•DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE by Sarah Ruhl,
directed by Brian Johnson opens March 13 and plays
thru April 19. An incessantly ringing cell phone in a
quiet café. A stranger at the next table who has had
enough, and a dead man with a lot of loose ends. 

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-525-4484    www.stagesoc.org 

MAVERICK  THEATER
110 E. Walnut Ave., Fullerton

714-526-7070    www.mavericktheater.com 

•CYRANO DE BERGERAC by Edmond Rostand,
adapted & directed by Nathan Makaryk plays thru
April 4th. Despite his swashbuckling heroism and rapi-
er wit, Cyrano thinks himself unworthy to be loved by
the beautiful Roxane due to his huge nose. 

CSUF CLAYES PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
800 N. State College Blvd

Tickets: 657-278-3371 fullerton.edu/arts/index.html

•SMASH by Jeffrey Hatcher, an adapta-
tion of George Bernard Shaw’s An Unsocial
Socialist, directed by Joseph Arnold, plays
thru March 13. Millionaire socialist Sidney
Trefusis leaves his bride on their wedding
day to pursue plans to overthrow the British
government. Sidney goes underground and
begins to carry out his disruptive plans
when he meets Agatha Wylie, a rabble-
rouser who falls in love with Sidney, and
just so happens to be his deserted wife’s
cousin. Hallberg Theatre. $11

•LES MISERABLES
will be performed at the
Plummer Auditorium on
the corner of E. Chapman
and Lemon on the
Fullerton High School
campus. The March 6 & 7
shows feature local talent,
some of whom graduated
from Fullerton Children's
Repertory Theater. Check
website for presale tickets
are $12. 

LA HABRA HIGH
SCHOOL THEATER

GUILD
www.LHHSGuild.com

Did you recognize Black
History Month with a special
occasion?  Among the month’s
events was a staged reading (one
act play) of “The Meeting: A
Dialogue on Ideology and
Purpose” at the Fullerton College
Wilshire Auditorium on February
19.    
“The Meeting” has been pro-

duced in all fifty states and more
than a dozen countries
including South Africa
and the Netherlands.
The internationally

acclaimed award-win-
ning playwright and
screenwriter for film and
television Jeff Stetson
was present along with
director Adleane Hunter
for a post-performance discussion.
Hunter, a graduate of CSUF

theater arts, is the cofounder and
producing artistic director of the
Black Artist Network
Development (BAND) and has
numerous directing credits. 
The three actors were Dwain A

Perry as Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr, Bingwa as Malcolm X and
Amin Joseph as Rashad, Malcolm’s

bodyguard.  All three men are tal-
ented experienced actors with
Harlem roots.  
The theme was an imagined dia-

logue between Dr. King and
Malcolm X about their different
approaches in achieving the same
goal.   Malcolm X had a revolu-
tionary approach versus Dr. King’s
non-violent approach.  To display
this struggle, the writer had them

arm wrestle, with
each winning a round
and tying on the
third round. 
Both leaders were

prepared to die for
their cause but nei-
ther were aware of
their imminent assas-
sinations. (Malcolm

X was assassinated in 1965 and Dr.
King was assassinated in 1968.)
Both men remain icons in the bat-
tle for equality and civil rights in
the US.
A heartfelt ending of the play

featured Dr. King presenting the
gift of a doll from his daughter to
Malcolm’s daughter - who lost her
doll when their home was fire-
bombed on February 14, 1965.  

THE MEETING: 
A Dialogue on Ideology & Purpose

Seated are actors Bingwa (Malcolm X), Amin Joseph (Rashad, Malcolm X’s bodyguard), 
and Dwain A. Perry (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.). 

Standing behind are Playwright Jeff Stetson, Director Adleane Hunter, and Kenneth Robinson  North Orange
County College District’s Director of Equity and Diversity. PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER WALKER

...a very 
contemporary

play 
evoking 
current 
times. 

REVIEWED by Marjorie Kerr

Topping Randa Schmalfeld’s priorities
when she took over as principal at Ladera
Vista Junior High School two years ago
was to build on the school’s strong liberal
arts focus.
That vision literally took flight recently

as Ladera Vista Productions (LVP) staged
four days of elaborate performances of the
musical, “Peter Pan.”  Featuring a live
orchestra, professional stage sets and high-
flying actors, the production showcased
the school’s “Triple Threat” Program—
students from Ladera Vista’s dance, choir
and theater classes. 
Before the school year began,

Schmalfeld challenged LVP teachers to
accomplish something that would estab-

lish Ladera Vista as one of the premiere
junior high school arts programs in
Orange County.
“Mrs. Schmalfeld suggested staging

‘Peter Pan,’ and we went for it,” said
Andrea Calvo, the school’s choral teacher.
“In LVP, we believe that a musical is a

fantastic way to bring together all the arts
in one comprehensive program.  That
process also offers students the opportuni-
ty to develop social skills and learn valu-
able life lessons,” Calvo said.
“In a musical, everyone’s contribution is

important.  In our productions, students
do everything from running sound to
moving sets backstage.  In the end, the
student stage manager is as important to
the success of the show as the student
singing the lead role.”
Theater teacher Erin Barrett agreed,

“Not only are they learning memorization
and performance skills, they are develop-
ing critical thinking, teamwork and cre-
ative problem-solving skills that they will
use for the rest of their lives. Musical the-
ater fosters collaboration and community.
Students learn the importance of listening
to each other, taking risks, failing and suc-
ceeding, and conquering fears while
building self-confidence.” 
Sarah Rodriquez, the school’s dance

teacher, said, “dance technique is incorpo-
rated in rehearsals to help students learn
to move like their character, so they
become a pirate, a Lost Boy or Peter Pan,”
Rodriguez said.
Schmalfeld said Ladera Vista’s School of

the Arts program provides a springboard
for learning, which is particularly impor-
tant with the state’s new Common Core
standards.  “The arts support our students
in making meaningful connections across
all content areas,” She and her staff are
seeking accreditation as an Exemplary
School of the Arts.  “Our school is a cen-
ter for innovation and creativity.  We
strive to create a warm and caring school
environment where each child is chal-
lenged to reach their highest potential and
have fun doing so,” she said.

Special thanks go to Kenneth Robinson  North
Orange County College District’s Director of
Equity and Diversity, the Ethnic Studies
Department and the UMOJA Community and
many other Fullerton College departments for

this, and other top notch events in recognition of
Black History Month.
We six friends who attended the event togeth-

er found the staged reading of The Meeting to be
a very contemporary play evoking current times.  

Ladera Vista’s Peter Pan by Bob Muir

Malia Dacuycuy as Peter Pan

•THE COMEDY OF ERRORS by
William Shakespeare, directed by Eve
Himmelheber, opens March 6 and
plays thru March 22 in the Young
Theatre. Shakespeare’s shortest, funni-
est, silliest play - which has been
adapted for stage, screen, opera, musi-
cal theatre and graphic novels. Two
sets of identical twins are separated at
birth and the results range from
almost murderous to definitely hilari-
ous. $11



TUES, MARCH 3
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting: Arbor Day

and ArtWalk Anniversary proclamations; 2014-
15 Curb, Gutter, Sidewalk contract award;
Railroad Days; approve LCW & AALRR con-
tracts; Employee Compensation report and
more. Go to www.cityoffullerton.com for full
agenda. City Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth,
Fullerton.

WED, MARCH 4
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers

Market at Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia
Dr., Fullerton  Fresh produce, plants, nuts,
flowers, and  more. (next to the DMV) 
•6pm: Independent Film Series “Prisoners”

Osborne Auditorium, Fullerton Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. free
•7pm: An Evening w/ Earvin ‘Magic’

Johnson at the CSUF Titan Gym. The keynote
from the NBA Hall of Fame legend and busi-
ness mogul kicks off the Business Maddness
week. Free tickets for CSUF students, faculty &
staff. Public tickets also available by calling 657-
278-2468. For more information visit
http://mihayloclubs.fullerton.edu/bicc/busi-
ness-madness/ 

THURS, MARCH 5
•6pm-8:30pm: Full Moon Haunted Tours

begin at the Fullerton Museum Center at the
corner of E. Wilshire and Pomona in downtown
Fullerton and ends at the Villa del Sol. A para-
normal open house is featured from 5pm to
6pm with members of North OC Paranormal
Society. The tour includes true stories at haunt-
ed locations throughout town. Call 714-738-
6545 to reserve your space. $18 ($15/museum
members). 

FRI, MARCH 6
•6pm-10pm: First Friday Downtown

Fullerton ArtWalk 5th Anniversary Party The
ArtWalk happens at various venues within easy
walking distance downtown every first Friday of
the month. The event was started by Jesse La
Tour and friends five years ago and has been
going strong ever since. Come celebrate the fifth
anniversary at the Fullerton Museum Plaza on
E. Wilshire between Harbor and Pomona.
Always fun and free.

SAT, MARCH 7
•9am-12pm: Homeless 201 at 601 E

Valencia, Fullerton. Learn how to engage effec-
tively with people experiencing homelessness
and what volunteer opportunities there are to
help assist those without homes in getting their
lives back on track. Sponsored by Fullerton
ACT. Register to reserve your spot at
http://fullertonact.org/event/homelessness-201/ 
•9:30am-1:30pm: Women For OC Great

American Write-In at Delhi Center, 505 E.
Central Ave, Santa Ana. Write a letter for your
favorite causes; stamps and stationary provided.
Visit http://tinyurl.com/prq6onj  or
https://www.facebook.com/events/1540217326
252397/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=reg-
ular  for more info. Free
•12:30pm: OLLI Presents Jazz 101 at

Steamers Jazz Club on W. Commonwealth. The
programs theme is Jazz Interpretations of the
Music of Irving Berlin. The Docs will perform
jazz and member Joe Lawton will lead the dis-
cussion. There is no cover charge and lunch is
reasonably priced. Reservations are suggested by
calling 714-871-8800.

SUN, MARCH 8
•9am-11:30am: Brunch at the Elks Club

1400 Elks View Lane, (up on the hill off Brea
Blvd, across from Hillcrest Park) in Fullerton.
Delicious omelets, scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage, and fabulous waffles. $12 (all you can
eat). Proceeds support Elks charities. 

TUES, MARCH 10
•4:30pm-9:30pm: Bingo at the Elks Club

1400 Elks View Lane, (up on the hill off Brea
Blvd, across from Hillcrest Park) in Fullerton.
Taco plate or salad is available from 5:30pm-
7:30pm for $5. Proceeds support Elks charities.
(This event repeats every Tuesday in March.)

WED, MARCH 11
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers

Market at Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia
Dr., Fullerton  Fresh produce, plants, nuts,
flowers, and  more. (Next to the DMV) 
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HITS & 
MISSES 

WHIPLASH: Two Hits
Not only did J.K. Simmons deserve his Oscar for Best

Supporting Actor in this film about the fierce relationship
between a teacher and a music-conservatory student, but Miles
Teller also deserves recognition for his role as the talented and
beleaguered student.  Set in fictional Schaffer Conservatory in
New York City, “Whiplash” takes us on an intense journey that
avoids the cliches of many student-teacher narratives and focuses
on the challenges facing those who  hope to succeed in any high-
ly competitive artistic field.
Practicing his drumming late into the night, Andrew Neyman

(Miles Teller) catches the notice of the school’s most difficult and
feared teacher, Mr. Fletcher (J.K. Simmons), who pauses to listen,
barks out some directions to Andrew, listens briefly and then dis-
appears down the hall.  At 19 years old, Andrew has already decid-
ed to devote his life to perfecting his talent as a drummer, hoping
to become the next Buddy Rich, so he registers disappointment
when his first encounter with Mr. Fletcher appears fruitless.   
But their encounters continue because Andrew is determined to

become first drummer in the school’s Studio Band.  Volatile,
unpredictable and demanding, Fletcher is quick to fault the cur-
rent first drummer and to replace him with Andrew. However,
this is a short-lived maneuver because Andrew will soon be
replaced by yet another drummer.  We in the audience sense that
Fletcher sees unusual talent and possible greatness in Andrew and
that much of the humiliation and even torture he inflicts on the
student is meant to test his endurance and commitment.
A story told throughout the film that is meant to lend credence

to Fletcher’s abusive tactics is that the great saxophonist  Charlie
Parker once made a mistake in a Reno performance and Jo Jones
threw a cymbal at his head. The young, humiliated musician went
home and practiced feverishly for a year, returning to the perform-
ing stage the genius musician that the jazz world came to know.
To some degree, this narrative plays out with Andrew, who begins
practicing so long and so hard that his hands are bloodied and he
needs to submerge them in ice after each session.
At the beginning of Andrew’s career at Schaffer, he begins dat-

ing a pretty Fordham College student (Melissa Benoist) who
works part-time at a theater snack bar.  She is charming and sym-
pathetic to his life story, which recounts a mother who has aban-
doned Andrew as a youngster and a father (Paul Reiser) who has
been a devoted parent but has experienced some disappointment
with his own unrealized ambitions to become a  writer.  But
Andrew’s  Dad has supported them with his teaching job, at
which he has been very successful. As Andrew’s commitment to
his art increases and the pressure from Fletcher becomes tortur-
ous, Andrew decides to stop seeing his girlfriend so that he can
eliminate any distractions in his life. She is puzzled but accepts his
explanation.
Torn by Fletcher’s physical cruelty, verbal humiliation and

manipulative mind games, Andrew perseveres, even crashing a car
on his way to a performance, arriving on time with drumsticks in
hand.   He both hates and respects Fletcher and sees the wisdom
in Fletcher’s code that the two most dangerous words a teacher
can give a student are “good job.”  Good is never sufficient when
you’re seeking greatness.
Part of the strength in Simmons’ award-winning performance is

his ability to play tricks with the audience as well as with the
young Andrew as he moves mercurially from encouragement and
praise to brittleness and even vengefulness. Visually Simmons
presents a kind of Darth Vader persona with his shaved head and
sleek black attire. His presence in a room is always riveting. 
Nominated for an Academy Award this year, “Whiplash” also

won top honors at last year’s Sundance Film Festival, winning the
audience award for best drama and the overall grand jury prize.
Much of the credit goes to writer-director Damien Chazelle, who
based some of his story on his own life experience with an abusive
high school teacher. Because his script had been spotted in 2012
as one of the best unproduced screenplays, Chazelle was able to
get financing for this film. Shooting the entire movie in 19 days,
he met his three-million-dollar budget, a modest amount for a
feature film      
Credit also goes to cinematographer Sharone Meir, who makes

us feel as if we are on the stage and in a classroom with our pro-
tagonists. Less noticed by audiences but important to the eyes and
ears of those who work in the film business, “Whiplash” won
Oscars for both film editing and sound mixing. Its title,
“Whiplash,” refers to a jazz piece played several times throughout
the film and also describes the tension and drama that permeate
this movie.   

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It

Two Misses: Don’t Bother

SAT, MARCH 14
•8:30am: Fullerton Fit Families 21st Century

Scavenger Hunt sponsored by the Fullerton School
District at the Fullerton Courthouse parking lot
(1275 N. Berkeley Ave, Fullerton. The hunt will
continue along the Juanita Cooke Greenbelt Trail.
Participants can use the Geocaching intro and Goto
Coordinate apps on a smart phone or device to dis-
cover projects that have been hidden along the trail.
There will also be a wellness fair. For more informa-
tion call 714-447-7400 or visit www.fullertonsd.org
•10am-12pm The Art of Kimchi held at the

Fullerton Public Library Osborne Auditorium, 353
W. Commonwealth. A hands-on workship to learn
the step by step process of making kimchi. Free but
registration is required by March 12 to Andrea
Simental at 714-738-6326.
•5:30pm: Leon Owens Foundation Bingo

Night Hotel Fullerton, 1500 S. Raymond Ave.,
Fullerton is a fundraiser to support scholarships.
5:30pm silent auction; 7pm Bingo starts. Must be
18+ to play. Dress in green! Call Shirley
McClanahan at 714-687-5520 or visit
www.LeonOwensFoundation.org for tickets. $40

SUN, MARCH 15
•Woodcrest Park Fundraiser: Up With People,

an international group of 100 students will perform
in concert at the Anaheim Convention Center.
Proceeds from the event will go to purchase play-
ground equipment for Woodcrest Park in Fullerton.
Tickets: $20/adult; $15/students; $10/children
under 12. Go to www.womanscluboffullerton.org
to purchase tickets.

TUES, MARCH 17
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting: World

Olympic Games; Farmer’s Market agreement; Alley
reconstruction contract award; Phase II Water
Main/Sewer Replacement and street improvement
project 2014-15; Hillcrest neighborhood request
for preservation zone designation; local landmark
designation requests for 155 Hillcrest Dr. and 210
W. Truslow; and more. Go to
www.cityoffullerton.com for full agenda. City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

WED, MARCH 18
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers Market

at Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia Dr.,
Fullerton  Fresh produce, plants, nuts, flowers, and
more. (next to the DMV) 
•6pm: Space Explorer Anousheh Ansari will

speak on “Reaching for the Stars and Getting
There,” at the 12th Annual Science & Mathematics
Symposium at CSUF Titan Student Union, 800 N.
State College Blvd., Fullerton. . (see article page 12)

THURS, MARCH 19
•6pm-9pm: Develop a Winning Business Plan

a free SCORE workshop (SCORE is a resource
partner with the US Small Business
Administration). The session is held at the
Fullerton Public Library Community Room, 353
W. Commonwealth. Registration is necessary by
visiting www.score114.com. Call the library with
questions at 714-738-6327

FRI & SAT, MARCH 20 & 21
•Coping with Less Water & Energy a two-day

event debating climate, water use and energy issues
relevant to Fullerton and surrounding communi-
ties. Speakers include  Dr. Jerry R. Schubel CEO of
Aquarium of the Pacific and Dr. Neil Fromer, direc-
tor of Resnick Sustainability Institute at Caltech,
Pasadena and others. Sponsored by ISGP and held
at PIH Health Hospital Scott Conference Center,
12401 Washington Blvd., Whittier. Registration is
required by visiting scienceforglobalpolicy.org or
call 520-343-8181.

SAT, MARCH 21
•9am: 23rd Annual Day of Authors features

Héctor Tobar, Maggie Shipstead, Salina Yoon,
Gabrielle Zevin, April Smith, Susan Vreeland, and
speaker authors Julia Glass and Craig Johnson.
Space is limited and reservations are required call
714-970-8466 or visit www.adayofauthors.com. 
•10:30am - 1pm, Lego Mania held at the

Fullerton Public Library Osborne Auditorium, 353
W. Commonwealth. Free. (see frontpage)
•2pm, Contemporary Comic Book Art lecture

by Don Lagerberg, CSUF emeritus professor of art
at Fullerton Museum Center at the corner of E.
Wilshire and Pomona a block from downtown
Fullerton. Free with $6 admission to current exhib-
it on comic book art. 714-738-6545
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Orangethorpe
Christian 
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

EARLY MARCH 2015

Local Congregations Welcome You!

The One-of-a-Kind Virtual Post 142

LOCAL NEWS

Happy 92nd Birthday Grandma!

At Left: 
Selfie of Grandma
Esta Mae and her
granddaughter

Jacqueline Pharris

Below:
Esta Mae’s gradua-
tion photo class of

1940

Esta Mae is a longtime Fullerton resident who will be turning 92 in
early March. She and her newlywed husband arrived in Fullerton in
1942 during the war but they were  unable to settle here for good until
1953.  From cooking and sewing to raising chickens and children,
Grandma did it all on the farm back home. 
When she moved to Fullerton she became head of payroll for a large

company for many years, and her love of numbers continues to this day.
But nothing outweighs her love for her family. 
She is a strong willed, intelligent, loving and hard working gal from

the Ozarks and I am proud to call her my Grandmother. Thank you for
being your wonderful self, Grandma. I Love You and Happy Birthday!!! 

- Granddaughter Jacqueline Pharris

Fullerton American Legion Post 142 is
one of a kind.  There has not been a
“physical” Post for the past 40 years, yet it
has one of the most active community
support groups in the state.  With no
physical Post to earn money through bar
receipts or hall rentals, Fullerton needed
another approach to raise funds.
In 2002, Post member Bill McGarvey,

Jr. came up with the concept for a
Commander’s Club to fund the commu-
nity activities of Post 142.  He set up the
criteria and recruited many of the charter
members.   “Ask for annual contributions
of $500 and provide a full accounting at
the end of the year to show how the
money is spent”, said Bill.
The programs supported by the dona-

tions are the Memorial Day Ceremony at
Loma Vista Memorial Park, Boys State,
Girls State, Youth Environmental
Conference, JROTC scholarships, aca-

by Cyn Thaker

The Ebell Club of Fullerton recent-
ly presented a check for $1,300 to
Veterans First Executive Director
Howard Raleigh. The club wanted to
support the worthy Orange County
organization and was able to with the
funds raised in its annual Festival of
Trees event.
Veterans First is the only non-profit

agency in Orange County that works
to provide services exclusively to the
region’s homeless and at-risk veterans.
The organization provides a multitude
of services including housing, meals,
life coaching counseling, life skills,
access to mental health counseling,
benefit counseling, transportation, as
well as job training and employment
placement assistance. 
The  organization’s mission for over

forty years, has been to honor every brave
man or woman who has served this coun-
try by helping to restore dignity to those
whose sacrifices defending the freedoms
we cherish have left them in need. Until
there are no American heroes sleeping in
the streets, in cars or in alleyways,
Veterans First will be there for them just as
they were there for all of us. 

Veterans First is located on at 1611 N.
Broadway, Santa Ana, CA 92706 and can
be reached at  (714) 547-0615  http://vet-
eranshealingfarm.org/
The Ebell Club of Fullerton was organ-

ized on February 15, 1917 and is one of
24 clubs in the Orange District, which is
part of the California Federation of
Women’s Clubs. For more  information
contact  President Mary Sprague by email
to ebellclubfullerton1917@gmail.com or
by calling 714-637-2879.

Ebell Club’s Gift to Veterans First

Ebell Club members present a check to Howard
Raleigh, executive director of  Veterans First.

demic scholarships and the Veterans
Day Parade and Ceremony.
In 2012, the Post honored these

charter members with a special plaque
for their 10 years of contributions; Bill
McGarvey, Jr.; Sharon Adams - Loma
Vista; Dave Bates - CPA; Allan
Bridgford - Bridgford Foods; Bill
McAulay - McAulay & Wallace; Mark
McGee - MG Disposal-Republic
Services; and Dennis Ulrich-
Hydroflow. All have continued.
As expenses increased the Post was

fortunate in 2005 to add six new
members; Cheryl & Charlie Wagner-
Able Wagner Inc., Don & Carol
Bankhead, Buck & Bobbie Catlin,
Hal & Marcia Dixon, Arty & Carole
King and Ed & Pansy Paul.  The Post
honored them with special 10 year
plaques at the February 2014 meeting.  
Additional new members Neil

Reich (2009), Marty Burbank (2010),
Jim Blake (2012), Credit Union
Southern California and Fullerton
Emblem Club #469 (2013) and
Richard & Ambra Wakefield (2014)
have joined and added to the Post’s
ability to expand the support for
youth community programs.  
Fullerton Post 142 is very grateful

for the Commander Club contribu-
tions that allow it to be one of the
most active American Legion Post’s in
the state and connecting the youth of
today with the veterans who made it
possible.  It was a “virtual” Post before
that term became widely used.

PURIM CARNIVAL & FESTIVITIES
SUNDAY, MARCH 8 • 2:00-5:00 P.M.

Food • Games • Boutique
X-Box Game Truck • Hamantashen
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by Carol van Ahlers

For 14 years, supporters of Friends of
Jazz have gathered at the annual Mardi
Gras Ball to raise funds in support of
young musicians throughout Orange
County. Well over 100 guests are
expected to join the party this year on
Sunday, March 8 at the Embassy Suites
in Brea.
The tradition of the Mardi Gras Ball

is to feature performances by local col-
lege musicians. The evening will
include music by the CSUF Dixieland
Band under the direction of Chuck
Tumlinson and student director Gary
Gould. Additionally, the Fullerton

College Big Band
with director Bruce
Babad is set to per-
form. A special
highlight to com-
plete the evening is
a performance by
several “graduates”
of the Friends of
Jazz’s fourth grade
recorder program.  
The students are

from Beechwood
Elementary School. 
These perform-

ances are testimony
to what Friends of
Jazz is doing in the
community to pro-
mote its goal of
keeping music in
the schools. 
The organization

sponsors the
recorder program in more than a
dozen schools each year and provides
scholarships, as well as several other
programs, to college and high school
students. Funds raised from the event
are used to support the efforts listed
above.
In addition to the musical fare, each

year a new Mardi Gras King and
Queen are crowned. Doug Chaffee
and Paulette Marshall are the honorees
this year, recognizing the couple’s con-
tribution to the Fullerton community
as well as their support as longtime
members of Friends of Jazz.
Dinner, dancing, a costume parade,

musical performances and a silent auc-
tion will fill the night as guests enjoy
some Mardi Gras fun in support of
music in schools. 
For more information on Friends of

Jazz and their programs, please call
714.871.6342 or visit the FOJ website
at friendsofjazzinc.com.

Friends of Jazz 
Supports Music 
in Schools

with March 8th 
Mardi Gras
Fundraiser 

Golden Hill Little League
Opening Day by Tony Dodero
The Golden Hill Little

League season began with the
annual Opening Day cere-
monies at 8am on Feb. 28th
at the Golden Hill Little
League field at 2100 N. Brea
Boulevard in Fullerton. 
Fullerton’s mayor, coun-

cilmembers, the Fullerton
Fire Department, and Cal
State Fullerton baseball play-
ers were invited as guests. 
A special tribute was made

at the event to the 1985
Junior Team that won the
Western Region of the World
Series.
Golden Hill Little League

has always placed an empha-
sis on Opening Day, where
the All Stars from the previ-
ous year are honored, former
players are featured and the
new teams for the 2015 sea-
son are introduced. 
This year the league has

registered about 500 kids
from the community from T-
ball to Juniors. Visitors were
invited to buy raffle tickets to
win baseball gear and acces-
sories. 
Golden Hill Little League

is a self-supporting, non-
profit organization which is
responsible for maintaining
its own fields, restrooms,
scoreboards and parking lot. 
In 2003, Golden Hill also

began playing in the beauti-
ful, brand-new Fullerton
Sports Complex, thus elimi-
nating games on Sundays.
The snack bar at the complex
is run cooperatively by both
East Fullerton and Golden
Hill Little Leagues, and
maintained by the City of
Fullerton. 
Over the years, Golden

Hill Little League has contin-
ued to grow. 

Divisions include T-ball,
rookie, A, AA, AAA, Majors,
Juniors & Seniors. In the sum-
mer, Golden Hill participates in
a post-season Tournament of
Champions and a City
Tournament. There is also a

shorter, instructional Winter
Ball season. First and foremost,
Little League baseball is about
building character, integrity
and good sportsmanship in our
young people. For more infor-
mation go to  www.ghll.net. 

A special tribute was made to the 1985 Junior Team (pictured above)
that won the Western Region of the World Series

Performances
include the
CSUF
Dixieland
Band, the
Fullerton
College Big
Band and
graduates 
of the 
4th grade
recorder 
program at
Beechwood.

Businessman and legendary NBA
champion Earvin 'Magic' Johnson will be
speaking at Cal State Fullerton at 7pm
Wednesday, March 4, as part of this year's
"Business Madness Week," set for March
2-6. Cal State students are being admitted
free, with tickets distributed on a first
come-first served basis, for his appearance
in Titan Gym. A limited number of tick-
ets are available for the public for $45
each. Tickets can be purchased at the
Titan Student Union front desk, 800 N.
State College Blvd, Fullerton, 92831.

CSUF students are offering free income
tax return prep and filing assistance to
those making $58,000 or less per house-
hold. More than 200 students and alum-
ni, all certified, take part in the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA), an IRS-
sponsored community program which
runs through April 11.
Assistance is provided on a first-come,

first-served basis, and clients must arrive
no later than one hour before closing
time. Hours of the service at the VITA
sites located on the second floor of
Mihaylo Hall at CSUF, 800 N. State
College Blvd., Fullerton are: •Thursdays:
7pm to 9pm, Room 2113; •Fridays:
Noon to 4pm, Room 2508; •Saturdays:
10am to 2pm, Room 2105. Call VITA at
657-278-8681 or  e-mail:
csufvita@gmail.com 

Free Income Tax Prep 

Attention Seniors
Seniors over 50 are invited to join

the Fullerton Senior Club located at
the Fullerton Community Center, 340
W. Commonwealth Ave., Call Carole
Wright at 714-365-7429 for info.

Magic Johnson at
CSUF March 4



Page 18 FULLERTON OBSERVER EARLY MARCH 2015

Glass Half Full or Half Empty: 
Your Choice

CHANGE & BALANCE
by Michelle Gottlieb

DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT 
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5       www.michellegottlieb.com

As I sit here and contemplate this
blank white space on my computer, I
can have a variety of reactions to it. I
could panic over the idea that I need to
write a column and that it is due today!
I could have extreme anxiety over want-
ing to get my thoughts down in a pro-
found and thoughtful way so that my
readers will be moved and be able to
make positive steps to change their
lives. I could be bored by this exercise.
I could think that I have written hun-
dreds of columns and that this process
is not very fun. Perhaps I should quit? I
could be excited to see what will come
out of me this time and what journey
my column will take.
With any event in our lives, we can

look at it in many different ways. How
we view it will make it a more positive
or more negative experience. We can
“have” to exercise. Or we can “get” to
exercise. The glass truly is half empty or
half full.

When we view the world in a more
negative way, not surprisingly, we do
not enjoy life as much which will
impact our relationships and even our
health. You may have developed the
habit of seeing the world negatively
from the family that you grew up in.
Or perhaps life has handed you several
scary or sad events that have made it
difficult for you to see anything as pos-
itive.
It is very difficult to break habits,

especially deeply ingrained ones. But it
is possible! Today, find one thing that is
positive. I just noticed the Hotel
California came on the radio. That
made me smile! Music can be a very
positive influence in our lives. Nature is
another area that can be impactful in a
positive way.
So, here I am at the end of my col-

umn. I decided that it was a fun jour-
ney after all! May you see your day as a
fun journey for you.

Raymond Toxic Site Clean-Up
A meeting was held to inform the public

about a cleanup operation at the Chicago
Instruments site on Raymond and Walnut in
Fullerton. DTSC representatives were pres-
ent to answer questions and give a presenta-
tion on the plan. Four people attended.
Two attendees, living directly across from

the site, asked if there was any danger of the
toxins migrating from the site to the depth
that is used for drinking water during the
dig to lower Raymond below the railroad
bridge. A consultant said that the portion of
Raymond under construction is not within
the 7.5 acres of this site.
The plan continues a cleanup started in

2010 after VOCs (Volitile Organic
Chemicals) were found in vapor and ground
water at the site. Chicago Instruments, now
defunct, owned the property from 1964
through 1979 and used toxic substances. The
property was sold to Dralume Products
which uses no toxic chemicals. The State of
California is funding the cleanup.
There is no immediate danger to the com-

munity but it is  critical to remove the chem-
icals from the soil which could continue as a
source of vapor and contamination of the
aquifer if not remediated. Three drinking
water wells are located within three quarters
of a mile from the facilty; and the Fullerton
Creek is located within 1,000 feet; and haz-
ardous substances may have migrated onto
the adjacent residential properties located
within 100 feet of the site according to doc-
uments available online at http://www.envi-
rostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?
global_id=60001251&mytab=activities and
at the Fullerton Public Library..
The proposed plan, which will take five to

ten years, is to remove VOCs in soil through
an In Situ Thermal Treatment where the soil
is heated changing the contaminants from
liquid to vapor. The vapor is then vacuumed

1,142 Home Site Proposed at Former Beckman 
Lennar’s Malden Station Apartment

Homes  is a 4-story project containing
200 luxury apartments with 5,200 square
feet of ground floor retail space wrapped
around a 5-story parking structure on the
2.4-acre site on West Santa Fe between
Malden and Highland. Although fronting
the fun SOCO art section of downtown
Fullerton, the location of the  structure
that sits directly next to the noisy railroad

tracks where 150 trains pass daily and also
borders Highland Ave., has some wonder-
ing who will pay a premium to live there.
Originally presented as affordable housing
the project was amended to include only
ten affordable apartments. The remainder
will be market rate rentals.
Above & Below: Malden Station Luxury

Apartments next to railroad tracks on W. Santa
Fe & Highland - PHOTOS JERE GREENE

Luxury Apartment Homes on W. Santa Fe
The North Fullerton Mixed-Use Village

Specific Plan for the 47.7-acre former
Beckman site at 4300 N. Harbor (at
Lambert Road) in Fullerton proposes a
1,142 residential unit project which
includes a 230,190 square foot business
park/industrial, office, and
commercial/retail component.
The property is currently undergoing a

clean-up of contaminated soil and
groundwater found during investigations
of the site beginning in 2008.  Beckman
Coulter, Inc. bought the property in 1951
and operations involving production of
various scientific instruments and prod-
ucts began in 1954. The facility was
closed in 2010. 
Industrial solvent contamination

includes PCE (Perchloroethylene); TCE
(Tetrachloroethylene); and PCBs
(Polychlorinated biphenyls)  in soil, vapor
and groundwater on-site and a plume
continuing off-site. The site is fenced off
and according to the California
Department of Toxic Substances Control,
which is overseeing the clean-up, there is
no immediate threat to the public.
However, cleanup is necessary to prevent
any future potential health effects when
the property is redeveloped by City
Ventures which is expected in the third
quarter of 2015.
According to a report on contaminant

testing on the property done by Hargis &
Associates for Beckman (Revised CMS

Contaminants of Concern on Former Beckman Site
CHEMICAL

PCE Tetrachloroethelene*

TCE Trichloroethelene*

1,1 DCE 1,1 Dichloroethene*

PCB Polychlorinated biphenyls

VC Vinyl Chloride**

CCL4 Carbon Tetrachloride**

84 ug/l

1,800 ug/l

95 ug/l

N/A

<0.50 ug/l

27 ug/l

IN WATER *     IN VAPOR ***       IN SOIL ***

243 ug/l

1,500 ug/l

65 ug/l

N/A

1,600 ug/l

4.13 ug/l

16 mg/kg

210 mg/kg

0.2 mg/kg

119 mg/kg

0.12 mg/kg

<0.005 mg/kg

11/20/2014),  while the soil toxins are
expected to be cleaned up to less than sig-
nificant levels, the “VOC groundwater
will remain above the target cleanup goal
(Maximum Contaminant Levels, MCLs)
for a number of years following initial
implementation of the groundwater cor-
rective measures, a Land Use Covenant
(LUC) will be established with the prop-
erty owner (initially BCI, then transferred
to developer). Even though none is
expected, any residual soil contamination
above cleanup levels will be documented
in the LUC. As a contingency for specific
areas of the Site. BCI will prepare a Vapor
Intrusion Mitigation Plan (VIM Plan) if
needed...and this contingency measure
will be applied on an as needed basis
across the entire Site.”
The proposed method for cleanup of

PCB-contaminated soil is to excavate,
stock-pile temporarily, and move to an
off-site disposal facility. The VOC-con-
taminated soil clean-up method involves
excavation, on-site thermal treatment
with the soil being returned to the source
areas. The preferred groundwater remedy
involves in-situ chemical reduction or oxi-
dation treatment in combination with
monitoring of natural attenuation
processes. 
Documents are online at www.enviros-

tor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?
global_id=80001536 and at the Fullerton
Public Library.

MAXIMUM LIMIT ALLOWED * 5 ug/l;  **0.5 ug/l;  ***residential limit 0.22 mg/kg

up and treated. The resulting contami-
nants are taken to a  toxic disposal area
in New Mexico or Nevada.
The plan is to treat groundwater

with in situ bioremediation which
encourages microorganisms to destroy
or detoxify contaminants. An ongoing
monitoring of natural processes to
break down the remaining contami-
nants will go on for years.
VOC levels found in tests of water in

2014 at the site included up to: 
1,1 DCE.....120 ug/L
PCE............170 ug/L 
TCE............680 ug/L  
The Maximum Contaminant Level

allowed of each of these substances in
drinking water is 5ug/L.
Vapor tests in 2013 showed up to:
1,1 DCE........7,100 ug/L  
PCE............ 14,000 ug/L 
TCE................. 740 ug/L  
The residential level of these sub-

stances allowed is 0.22 ug/L.
The site is located in the northern

portion of a 4-mile plume of VOCs
with over ten times the level of con-
taminants allowed for drinking water.
The plume, which originated from
numerous facilities in the area, is in the
upper aquifer not used for drinking
water and is part of the OCWD North
Basin Groundwater Protection Project.
The public comment period ends

March 19, 2015. Anyone with a com-
ment may send it by email to Public
Participation specialist Marcia Rubin
at Marcia.Rubin@dtsc.ca.gov or
Project Manager Hossein Nassiri at
Hossein.Nassiri@dtsc.ca.gov.
If the plan is accepted the clean up

will begin this year at a cost of over
$7.3 million over ten years.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for
NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you
must have a local phone number and be offer-
ing an item for sale, garage sales, reunions,
home-based businesses or services, place to
rent or buy, or help wanted, etc. Contractors
must provide valid license. Editor reserves
right to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not accept
date ads, get rich schemes or financial ads of
any sort. Call 714-525-6402 for details. $10
for 50 words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free and lost
and found item listings are printed for free as

space allows. The Observer assumes no liabili-
ty for ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.  Call
City Hall at 714-738-6531 to inquire about
business licenses. For contractor license verifi-
cation go to the California State Contractor
License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.
Once there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen where
you can enter the name, contractor number,
or business to make sure they are legit.   

Thank You!

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH
AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean 714-349-4486

REPAIR/REMODEL

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
Skilled Electrician and Fullerton resi-
dent for 40 years. NoFixNoPay.info
provides the second opinion that
saves thousands in unnecessary con-
struction. Guaranteed perfect repairs,
lighting, fans, building wiring, and
appliances installed. Owner operated
within the unlicensed minor work
exception set by the Contractors State
License Board.  Fullerton Business
License #556307. Call Roger (714)
803-2849  

FREE HELP LINES

LOCAL NEWS

LICENSED HOME
SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Termites, Dryrot,
Electrical, Plumbing, Drywall, Paint,
New, Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB
#744432. Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates: 714-738-8189 

•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLC-
TEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also available
online at teenlineonline.org.

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer

key to the crossword
“Our Crossword” on
page 7. 

Fullerton-born resi-
dent Valerie Brickey
has been constructing
puzzles for two years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future! 

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for non-emer-
gency help on any issue you are having in
OC. Free. www.211.org

LESSONS/TUTORING

TEACHING ONE AT A TIME
Teaching one mind at a time, Sheri Spiller,

MA, holds California Teaching Credentials
in Regular and Special Education. She offers
private tutoring in Reading, Writing, and
Math for grades K-9. Her greatest strength is
working with students who have difficulty
learning. She can be reached at: 714-688-
6241 and iteachla@gmail.com

ENERGIZE YOUR WORK LIFE
Certified Career Coach and

Professional Resume Writer will assist you
in refocusing your employment/career
goals with a full spectrum of services,
including dynamic resume, refreshed
interviewing techniques, sharpened nego-
tiating skills, and more. Call Career
Possibilities @ 714.990.6014 or send
email to keytosuccess1@sbcglobal.net.

CAREER 

GETTING TEETH INTO BETTER SHAPE
Teeth that are uneven, overlapping,

or rotated can significantly detract
from the appearance of an otherwise
nice smile. Fortunately, as long as suf-
ficient tooth material is preserved, the
look of select teeth can be improved by
“tooth recontouring.” This usually
painless procedure involves removing,
recontouring, and polishing the enam-
el to produce a more uniform and nat-
ural appearance. Many times, recon-
touring in this manner is all that is
required to significantly improve an
individual’s smile. If, on the other
hand, poor alignment is more pro-
nounced, tooth enamel recontouring
might be performed in conjunction
with “tooth bonding.” This quick and

effective cosmetic procedure supple-
ments tooth enamel with tooth-col-
ored resin that is bonded to the tooth
surface.
One of the primary benefits of tooth

recontouring is that it enables dental
floss to reach pockets and crevices
between teeth that were once blocked
by overlapping and irregularly shaped
teeth. Tooth recontouring is a safe and
conservative way to improve your
smile. Our dental practice is devoted
to maintaining, restoring and enhanc-
ing the natural beauty of your smile
and our recommendations for dental
treatment are always in the best inter-
est of the individual patient. We urge
you to call us for a check-up soon.

FOR SALE
ELECTRIC GOLF CART

Club Car Golf Cart, street legal
with lights, turn signals and more.
Good batteries, rechargeable through
regular electric outlet. $1,400. Call
Jim at 714-243-6116

BEIGE RECLINER
Beige Recliner chair for sale. $175.

Call Pat at 714-525-8431

LOVESEAT RECLINER
70" x 40" dual recliner light brown

microsuede loveseat.  2 1/2 months
old.  $350.  Contact Cindra at 714-
488-9393.

GUITAR LESSONS
Beginner to Intermediate: in 5 lessons you

will obtain the informational tools you need
to play guitar from a teacher who has 40
years of professional experience. Call 714-
272-8702 for information.

JOBS

CITY JOB OPENINGS
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on “City Employment” for city job 
opportunities and application details.

FURNISHED OFFICE
WITH DESK

in La Habra condo complex 
on Whittier Blvd.

Great for telemarketing or 
for use as a professional office.

Ample parking. 

Call Elaine at:
562.400.4244

PARKING SPACE WANTED
Retired veteran seeking one (1) or two

(2) covered parking spaces (NOT STOR-
AGE) in area of Harbor/Commonwealth
Blvd/Drake Avenue Fullerton for two (2)
classic vehicles. “PARKING ONLY NO
MAINTENANCE”. Please contact Larry
562.481.4060.

SEEKING

TUTORS NEEDED
Experienced professional tutors needed to
teach for our private learning center in

Fullerton. All subjects, all levels. $15 com-
pensation per student hour. Independent
contract work. Immediate openings. Send
resumes to: mkambak@hotmail.com or Fax:
(714) 526-3667. Phone: (714) 526-3607.

www.successunlimitedcenter.com

HEALTH ASSISTANT/BILINGUAL
BILITERATE - SPANISH

Fullerton School District is seeking quali-
fied individuals for part-time positions work-
ing 3.75 hours/day, 10.42 months/year start-
ing at $16.96/hour.  One-year exp., CPR
and American Red Cross certificates req.
Must be able to read, write and speak English
and Spanish.  Apply on Edjoin.org – search
Fullerton Elementary by 3/20/15.   

LOCAL FRACKING VIDEO
On Tuesday, February 17, a group

of concerned residents were finally
given equal time to share the product
of almost a year’s deep research on
the subject of local fracking and the
concern’s they have as a result of their
findings at the Brea Council
Meeting.
A video clip of the presentation

and the Q&A that followed is avail-
able on the Brea Matters website at
www.breamatters.org. Yes, it is 71
minutes long but, if you want to
learn more about fracking, this is well
worth the watch. Residents requested
a Citizen’s Advisory Board  be
formed to help draw up reasonable
public policy on the issues.
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The Fullerton Ninety-Nines based at
the Fullerton Airport, is the local chapter
of the Ninety-Nines International, an
organization of women pilots that pro-
motes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual sup-
port while honoring our unique history
and sharing our passion for flight.
Established in 1929 by 99 women

pilots, the members are represented in all
areas of aviation today. And, to quote
Amelia Earhart, our first president back in

1929, fly “for the fun of it!” Each month
we try to have a “Fly-In”, where we get
together and fly somewhere fun. This
time we flew to Oceano Dunes, and
thought it would be fun to bring the
Fullerton Observer with us. 
If you would like to learn more about

The Ninety-Nines, please visit the website
at www.ninety-nines.org. Our chapter
will be at the Fullerton Airport Day on
May 9th. Please come by our booth and
say hi. -Jamie Tanabe

The Fullerton Ninety-Nines at Oceano Dunes

TROOP 97 Annual Pancake Breakfast
by Melanie Anderson W/ PHOTO BY GENE MASON

Fullerton Boy Scout Troop 97 will hold
their annual Pancake Breakfast on
Saturday, March 7th at Morningside
Presbyterian Church at the corner of
Raymond Ave and Dorothy Lane. 
The scouts will be cooking all you can

eat pancakes, sausages and eggs from 7am-
10am. Coffee, orange juice and milk will
also be available. 
Tickets are $6 and can be purchased at

the door or from a Troop 97 Boy Scout. 
The boys raise money to do many activ-

ities, especially camping. The troop's last

outing was backpacking and bouldering
in Joshua Tree National Park January 31-
February 1 (see photo above).
It is such a great experience for our

youth to get outdoors and enjoy nature.
Please come join us to support the boys'
efforts to raise money for Summer camp
at Cherry Valley on Catalina Island and
other weekend ventures.
If you have any questions, please email

Steve Harris at swharris@mac.com or visit
the troop website at troop97@ocbsa.org.  

Bob & Sara Bergstrom in Colombia
“We traveled to Bucaramanga, Colombia where we spent a week exploring 

the area where Bob served in the Peace Corps 50 years ago. 
He helped develop a physical education program at the Universidad 
Industrial de Santander where the photo was taken,” said Sara.


