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JUDGE REJECTS
BAR DISTRICT
VOTING MAP

On July 20th a successful motion was
filed in OC Superior Court to stop the
Fullerton City Council selection of Map
8A (aka the bar owners’ map) from being
put on the November 2016 ballot. After a
July 21st closed session, Council
announced a public hearing will be held at
the 6:30pm Tuesday, August 2 council
meeting at City Hall. According to the
agenda materials it appears they plan to
once again choose Map 8A over the pub-
licly vetted Map 2B.

Asbestos Clean-Up 
at Parks Junior High
Asbestos abatement is being per-

formed by a qualified professional
contractor at Parks Jr. High as the
entire heating, ventilation, air condi-
tioning (HVAC) system is being
replaced. The old ductwork, ceilings
and walls that encapsulate asbestos
are being disposed of.  The project
began in May and will take a year to
complete. No students or faculty will
be allowed in the area being remedi-
ated. Temporary portable classrooms
will be used during the 2016-2017
school year until the newly remod-
eled area is ready for use. 
In addition to new the HVAC sys-

tem, the $9.7 million project also
includes new paint and carpet. State
funding will pay for $2.7 million of
the improvements with the balance
coming through Fullerton School
District general funds, deferred main-
tenance and developer fees. The proj-
ect is a District Prop 39 project
approved by FSD in January 2016.

The $500,000 project to cure the 90,000
gallons-per-day water leak at Laguna Lake
began on July 22nd. A pea-sized gravel prod-
uct coated with bentonite clay, is being
spread to seal the lake bottom. 
Florida-based barge contractor Titan

Maritime was  awarded a $167,800 contract
in January 2016 to disperse 840 tons of
AquaBlok costing $203,000. The remainder
of the total project cost is for administration
and contingencies. 
A $50,000 MWD grant is helping to pay

for the improvement, with the balance com-
ing from the park dwelling fund. 
The process is expected to be complete by

the end of July and the lake reopened by
August 5th. It will take several months to
refill the lake to its former level. 
Guided by fixed GPS markers on the shore,

the pellets are deposited in a continuous
pour. A computer on the barge accurately
defines the path for the barge to travel while
the speed of the barge determines the thick-
ness of the layer being spread.

The material sinks to the bottom of the
lake and the clay covering absorbs the water
and swells by about 5%, filling the spaces
between the gravel. Under the weight of the
water the material is compacted into a solid
several inch thick layer similar to concrete.
Using a comb-like drag, the workers got

started by giving the lake bottom, overgrown
with cattails, an underwater 'haircut' before
applying the material.
More expensive alternatives including

draining the lake to restructure the bottom at
a cost of up to $3 million or using a rubber-
ized material were rejected as both would
have killed fish and the reed landscaping,
Neighbors at the May 2015 public hearing
on the project also feared that draining the
lake for up to a year would have given the
West Nile Virus a possible breeding ground.
At that meeting resident Shakil Siddiqui, an
expert on water body linings, suggested the
bentonite solution. At the time, draining  and
re-lining the man-made lake was thought to
be the best permanent alternative.

The Titan Maritime crew calibrate the GPS and other equipment on the barge 
used to spread the bentonite material to seal the lake bottom.

Fullerton Post Office
Outside Mail Box
Broken Into Again

The outside mail box at the Fullerton
Main Post Office at 1350 E. Chapman
was broken into for the second time in
July. Fullerton police responded to the call
at 7:30am on July 27 after postal workers
discovered the break in. There are no sus-
pects. The bins have been removed and
will be replaced with a harder to break
into model. 

see story on page 5

continued on page 12

The Junior Olympics were held in
the Palo Alto area this year with
games played all over the area and
Fullerton Aquatics Swim Teams were
there.  The Boys FAST FLO waterpo-
lo team placed 5th early last week.
The Girls FAST FLO Team (pictured
above at the Avery Aquatics Center at
Stanford University) qualified for the
Junior Olympics for the first time in
the 16U Classic Division.  The tour-
nament ran through July 30 and they
sent this photo from location. (FLO
stands for “For the Love Of”         

See pages 8 & 9 
for more good news

FAST Waterpolo
at Junior Olympics

Laguna Lake Leak Fix by Jere Greene story & photo
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community. 
This venture is a not-for-profit one with

all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton resi-

dents about the institutions and other socie-
tal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. 
Through our extensive local calendar and

other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest are

accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:

FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions include home delivery 

and are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once in

January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Editor: Sharon Kennedy

• Database  Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood

• Copy Editors: Viveca Wolff.
Sam & Janet Evening 

• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Tom & Kate Dalton,  Marjorie Kerr, 

Pam Nevius, Manny Bass & Leslie Allen
• Photography: 

Jere Greene & Domo Briet
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang
• FEATURES •

• Politics & other stuff: Vince Buck 
• Roving Reporters: Jere Greene, 
Dominique Hernandez-Briet, 

and other Community Members
• COLUMNISTS •

•Art: Marjorie Kerr
•Conservation Gardening: Penny Hlavac

• Council Report: Need Reporter
•Crossword: Valerie Brickey

•The Downtown Report: Mike Ritto
• Movie Review  Hits & Misses: Joyce Mason 

•Youth Columnists: 
C.C. Lee,  and Francine Vudoti 
•Video Observer: Emerson Little
•Out of My Mind: Jonathan Dobrer 
•Passion for Justice: Synthia Tran

• School Board Reports: 
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno

•Science: Sarah Mosko & Frances Mathews
• Theatre Reviews: 

Mark Rosier & Angela Hatcher

Created & Published in Fullerton 
by local citizen volunteers for 38 years

Fullerton Observer LLC

The Early September 2016 issue 
will hit the stands on August 29th

SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE: Aug. 22, 2016

AUGUST 2016COMMUNITY OPINIONS

HOW  TO  VOICE
YOUR  OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a

forum for the community.  The
Observer welcomes letters on any sub-
ject of interest. Comments are the
opinions of the author, may be short-
ened for space, and typos corrected.
We must verify your identity, but you
may choose to have only your initials
appear in print. Anonymous letters are
accepted if the writer can make a case
that revealing their name would be a
problem. Send to:  

observernews@earthlink.net  
or Fullerton Observer, 

PO Box 7051, 
Fullerton, CA 92834 

PASSION FOR JUSTICE  by Synthia Tran © 2016

Regrets Before Dying

• 161,390

• 4,503
• 2,382

• 32,223
• 17,674

• $1.7 
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (7/30/2016)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 7/30/2016) 

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (6/25/2016) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (7/30/2016) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $819.6 billion) (Afghanistan $743.9 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL  $10.7 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund  $125.8 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 731 dead in wars since 2001.

Every Hour US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war since 2001
What Could We Be Doing With this Money Instead?

I was recently summoned to the hospi-
tal to notarize some paperwork for a close
friend who has a serious illness.  As I was
driving, the possibility of losing my dear
friend dawned on me.  
We have known each other for a long,

long time - since school in Saigon.  I
thought about no longer being able to call
her to ask for advice or talk about what is
going on in our lives.  I had to pull the car
over and let my tears flow.
I was told to stop by the legal office to

meet the paralegal and pick up some
forms to bring to the hospital.  But it was
5:30pm, and the office was closed.  I
called my friend who told me to go home
because she thought the paralegal wasn’t
coming.  I told my friend that I would
come to the hospital, help her family write
up something for her to sign and for me
to notarize; it would still be valid.  She
agreed. 
As I arrived at the hospital, my friend

was expecting to be transferred to another
facility at any moment. She wanted to
hurry and get the notarization out of the
way before that happened.  I asked how
she felt, she said that she was at peace, had
been praying, and would accept the out-
come for whatever it was.  
When I was done notarizing the hand-

written note, her phone rang. It was the
paralegal who said the forms were ready
for pickup.  I told my friend I would go
get the forms, and she should try to eat
some dinner, and that they better not

transfer her until I got back.
I ran to my car, drove to the office,

picked up the forms, drove back, and ran
to my friend’s room in the hospital.
Thank goodness, she was still there.  
Notarizing the official forms was easy.

After that, my friend asked me to leave
because she knew I had other obligations
at home.  We said “Good-bye” and she
promised to keep me posted.  
As I walked out of the door the nurse

was in the room doing a checkup.  Then I
heard the alarm sound and the nurse
announced “Blood pressure is 200!”
Another nurse ran it bringing medication.
Although my friend was stabilized this
time, I walked away with tears filling my
eyes realizing it would not always be so.
Bonnie Ware, a palliative nurse from

New South Wales, Australia, who spent
years caring for the dying, and who coun-
selled patients in their final 12 weeks had
recorded some of the biggest regrets of
people at the end of their lives.  Her
observations gathered so much attention
worldwide that she wrote a book called
The Top Five Regrets of the Dying, which
has been translated into 27 languages.

1) I wish I’d had the courage to live a
life true to myself, not the life others
expected of me. 
2) I wish that I had let myself be happi-

er
3) I wish I had stayed in touch with my

friends

1) Register to Vote!
You can register online in

five minutes by going  to
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elec-
tions/voter-registration/ 

2) Discover yourself!
Know your values, beliefs, tra-
ditions, morals, social factor
issues, etc.

3) Read current events!
Know what’s going on in your
world. 

4) This is more than just a
presidential election. Read
up on political candidates
running for city, county, state,
and federal positions.

5) Familiarize yourself with
proposed policies up for a
vote.  

6) Think about how these
proposed policies will affect
you and your loved ones.

7) Know the facts! Check
out credible websites and
politically neutral media out-
lets. (ED: like the non-parti-
san League of Women Voters
website www.lwv.org or
www.vote411.org)

8) Talk to your friends and
see who they are voting for
and why.

9) Pay attention to
oppressed demographics and
who they are voting for and
why.

10) Keep an open mind.

Mayerling Castro, 
Candice Kirk, 

Mari Nakayama, 
Jessica Palacio, 

Christopher Perdue, 

MSW Students
California State University,

Long Beach, 

Get Politically Active!

4) I wish I’d had the courage to express
my feelings
5) I wish I hadn’t worked so hard
Dale Partridge from The Daily Positive

has gone further to extend the list to ten, 
The Top 10 Regrets of The Dying:
1) I never pursued my dreams and aspi-

rations
2) I worked too much and never made

time for my family
3) I should have made more time for

my friends
4) I should have said “I Love You” a lot

more
5) I should have spoken my mind a lot

more instead of holding back and resent-
ing things
6) I should have been the bigger person

and resolved my conflicts
7) I wish I had children
8) I should have saved more money for

my retirement
9) I regret not having the courage to live

truthfully
10) Happiness is always a Choice.  I

wish I knew that earlier

So, if you were to leave the Earth today,
what are your regrets?  I think we all
should examine this list and try to elimi-
nate or at the very least minimize the
regrets and depart peacefully and happily.
I remember reading advice a father gave

to his son: “When you were born, every-
one around you smiled, but you cried.
You should live a meaningful life, so that
when you pass, people around you cry,
but you will smile.”
Cry or smile, life must go on, but for

the people who love you, life will not be
the same without you!

THOUGHTS ON UPCOMING ELECTION

In 1996, Hillary’s husband
Bill Clinton, when president,
signed two of the most conser-
vative and discriminatory bills
into law: The Defense of
Marriage Act, and The Illegal
Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act. 
The first outlawed same-sex

marriage, and the second
imposed severe punishments
on undocumented immigrants.
Hillary supported both laws in
1996. 
The Democratic Party now

supports same-sex marriage
and comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. Of course, now
Hillary has turned into a
staunch supporter of gay and
immigrant rights. It’s still diffi-
cult for me to trust her, precise-
ly due to her constant change
of opinions.

But because Trump has no
reasonable plans for the coun-
try at all, I will give Hillary the
benefit of the doubt. After all,
voters will keep her account-
able. Let’s keep our fingers
crossed and see if Hillary will
fix the problems that she once
helped to create.  

Yi Zhang Long Beach 

Mixed Feelings

Amazing
Contrast

The DNC Convention was
amazingly done and quite a
contrast to the RNC's.  I
stayed up late to watch and lis-
ten to discussion on CNN,
and I can't wait to read what
Jon Dobrer has to say. 

Sinh Dang Fullerton



Do not be lulled by the polls when you
think you’re winning. Nor should you
despair when you believe you’re losing.
Pollsters don’t know anything. No, it did-
n’t start when the newspaper had Dewey
Beating Truman. In fact, over the past
more than half-century, polls have
become less and less reliable.
There are many reasons why, despite

computers and complicated algorithms,
the polls are inaccurate. First of all, people
lie to pollsters. We lie more than we used
to because the pollsters are intrusive. We
lie because the pollsters also
lie–telling us they want
information when they are
actually “push polling,”
which means asking ques-
tions and offering statements
to manipulate our opinions. 
Polls are also frequently

disguised attempts to extract
contributions. So, we have
this deal: We lie to them and
they lie to us.
Then there’s the “none of

your business” aspect. They
have no inherent right to our
true opinions. Related to this
are the issues of guilt and shame. We may
not want to admit for whom (or against
whom) we’re voting.
The finest example of this was in Israel

when all the polls showed Netanyahu get-
ting trounced before the last election. The
extraordinary thing however was that even
the exit polling showed him losing! He
won. People were not only deceptive
before the vote but after. Many just didn’t
want to admit they voted for him.
The same phenomenon was manifest in

the Brexit vote. Polls showed the Brexit
losing. On Election Day the exit polling
also showed it being roundly beaten. Even
one of the leading pro-Brexit people, con-
ceded they had lost. However, when the
actual votes were counted, it won. You
can’t trust the polls because you can’t trust
us!
In terms of the coming presidential

election, the truth is that the polling is
only a snapshot of present emotion and

inclination. They go up and down and
have little predictive value for how we will
actually vote.
For one thing, we all know that a terror

event or financial meltdown would have
dire consequences, but we can’t accurately
poll what they might be. A terror attack
on our soil a day before or week or month
before the November election would like-
ly change the vote. But how?
In Spain a terror attack caused the

removal of the government, while in
England, an attack provoked “stiff upper

lip and carry on.” Which
would we be, Spain or
England? We don’t know
because we cannot hon-
estly tell how we would
feel–only how we think
we would feel. It’s impos-
sible to know. And even
though most experts
hypothesize that a terror
attack would help
Republicans because in
fear we’d turn to a tough
Daddy, we could equally
turn to a comforting
Mommy. We just don’t

know.
Last of all, and it may seem obvious, the

election will be determined not by our
opinions but our actual votes. It’s not the
size of the crowds at rallies. Bernie got big-
ger crowds than Hillary, but not enough
people actually showed up to vote.
Donald got big crowds and they did show
up. In England the Brexit was supported
by the older population and they voted. It
was hugely opposed by the young people,
only about 24% of whom voted.
So, whatever your politics or passions or

fears, the outcome is uncertain, and it is
up to you. Don’t stay home because you
think you’re either winning and it won’t
make a difference, or you’re losing and it
won’t make a difference. Elections are not
determined by polls but by voters. In
other words, by you!

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2016 JonDobrer@mac.com

AUGUST 2016 COMMUNITY OPINIONS CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

...both from my 
liberal and 
conservative
friends–I hear, 

“This is the choice,
the best our nation
can produce?”

WHY POLLS MEAN NOTHING

There is a tiny house on Wilshire (sort of across
from the FCC parking lot) that I am curious about. 
I wonder about its history because it looks like a

little western store. It also looks like it is starting to

Anyone Know About 
the Mystery House?

be vandalized - so I am also
concerned for the owners
though it doesn’t appear to be
lived in. It might make an
interesting topic for one of
Emerson Little’s columns for
the Observer. Does anyone
know anything about it?      

Molly Chapman 
Fullerton

Above: Graffiti starting to
appear on porch.

At Left: Tiny mystery house.

The spate of killings of young black
men that has finally boiled to the surface
of public awareness is more than a matter
of race. It is likely a symptom of the lack
of discipline and sense of duty among
police officers in general, fostered by a
legal system that does not hold them
properly accountable for their actions.  
Military justice could remedy this mat-

ter.  In addition to the laws binding on
civilians, it holds servicemembers respon-
sible for performing their duties to the
level of their training.  Once one is sworn
into the armed services, he or she is legal-
ly obligated to perform his or her duty
under hazardous conditions, and may be
held criminally liable for failure to do so,
particularly if such failure results in harm
to another. 
The duty of all persons in uniform is to

protect and defend the people within
America’s borders.  In the case of Freddie
Gray, that duty was breached when the
officers failed to secure him in the vehicle
according to protocol.  His death as result
of their carelessness would subject the

officers to criminal liability under military
standards.  With regard to the recent
shootings of police officers, a  (July 15)
New York Times article quoted the presi-
dent of the police union saying that
“Police are hurt, they don’t know what is
happening”.  It also quoted chiefs of
major metropolitan departments com-
menting that their officers would now be
less “comfortable” engaging the public.
One can only imagine the responses a
Marine would get from his colleagues for
having made such comments.
The events of the last weeks and months

are tragic, and hopefully will bring about
needed changes.  Such changes must rec-
ognize the uniform as a symbol of duty,
not privilege, and the badge as one of
service not authority.

Craig B. McLaren Fullerton
Lecturer in Economics addressing Public Policy
at UC Riverside and Cal Poly Pomona - previ-

ously trained US and Canadian military 
personnel in electronic systems maintenance 

for the Hughes Aircraft Co

Should Police Officers be Subject 
to the Standards of Military Justice?

Five years ago a homeless man's life was
cut short by the Fullerton Police
Department. 
We gathered at Kelly’s Corner at the

Fullerton Transportation Center on the
fifth year anniversary of his murder.  It
was a gathering of peace and a rally of
love. Tables had been set up and a volun-
teer had purchased food for all comers.  A
service line of volunteers made sandwich-
es to order for the homeless and their sup-
porters that joined our group.  
There were the warm greetings on see-

ing others you had stood with on street
corners as police accountability was
demanded. There were tearful hugs and
quiet nods as stories were recalled.  The
pain of acquittals is still acutely felt.
And there was frustration and anger as

we stood with the family of Fermin
Vincent Valenzuela, Jr., the homeless,
mentally ill man who was then lying in a
coma after an altercation with the

Anaheim Police Department on July 3rd
and has since passed. Kelly’s parents were
both present to offer support as they
remembered and morned their own son.
Many people in Fullerton would like to

forget what happened and move on. With
so many cases of police violence, brutality,
and murder that happen across our nation
we can't ignore the greater pattern of
abuse of power. Today we ask for a perma-
nent memorial to Kelly at the transporta-
tion center officially acknowledging what
happened on July 5th, 2011. The memo-
rial would also remind officers who work
in the area, which is still home to many
homeless, that the events of that day
should have been handled differently and
cannot be repeated.
Kelly Thomas deserves to be remem-

bered. Kelly's family will always grieve for
him. July 5th will forever have an impact
on the history and the future of Fullerton.
Destiny Dawn Osmialowski Fullerton

Kelly Thomas Memorial

The Observer was alerted by a reader
that a sign (pictured above) had been
placed in front of a local home. We
reached out to the homeowner for his rea-
sons for posting the sign and here is what
he said: 
“A couple of weeks ago, after the

Orlando shooting, I went to Fullerton
First United Methodist Church where our
pastor Phil Wood got up and talked about
what had been and is going on and gave a
very inspiring witness. I was very moved
and tired of Hate in this world! I was
inspired to do something besides acting
everyday with love and compassion.  

So, being a carpenter, I had lots of spare
wood pieces in the warehouse. I decided
to make a simple sign, put on legs and set
it out in my yard on the street for people
to see. After it had been out for a couple
days someone said why don't you have
people sign it. Great Idea. So now people
are pulling their cars to the curb and sign-
ing the sign, walkers are signing, and
church family has signed. It's getting pret-
ty tight with signatures, but there is room
for more.  I hope it does something, any-
thing!   Thanks for continuing your great
work from your great dad.

- Bill McGarvey III

Bill McGarvey’s Stop Hate Sign
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm 
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

Jude Takes on Neighborhood 
Traffic Safety Issue

JULY 19  COUNCIL MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING AUGUST 5)

•Closed Session Report: City attorney
Dick Jones announced that a settlement
for $192,500 to pay attorney fees of
Jonathan Paik was passed by the council
in closed session. 
•4th of July Report: Fullerton Police

Chief Hughes said that 9,000 people
attended the 27th annual community fire-
works celebration. He said it might be the
last year held at the Fullerton High Track
& Field Stadium because of the synthetic
turf going in (see page 10 for more on
this). CSUF might be used next year. Of
the 2,000 calls received by police between
July 1st and July 5th, 502 were fireworks
related. There were 300 additional com-
plaints through the social media site. Six
extra officers were added with time paid
for through fireworks sales permit. Three
small fires were caused by embers. Two
truckloads of illegal fireworks were confis-
cated and there were 176 arrests. No
injuries were reported. Later he said, “we
need to do better on helping veterans with
PTSD and the elderly.”
•Police Morale: Asked how officer

morale was after the police shootings
Chief Hughes said that the department
has received over 300 supportive calls and
emails. He said, “Our goal is to provide
the best service we can and develop an
even better and stronger relationship with
the community.”
•Fireworks Ban: Mayor Protem Flory

mentioned that there were lots of mes-
sages accusing the council of allowing Safe
& Sane firework sales. She reminded the
public that there used to be a ban which
was lifted by a public vote. The only way

to overturn the current ordinance would
be to put another measure on the ballot to
allow voters to make a different decision.
Due to the number of public requests she
asked fellow councilmembers for a second
to get the issue agendized but received
none.
•Public Comments: A resident living

near Malvern, Commonwealth and
Euclid said that her area was like a war
zone. “I wish council would put it back on
the ballot. It’s a fire hazard and we are in a
drought. It is an air quality problem. We
were lucky this year.” She also said that
groups can make money in other ways.
Another speaker agreed and said that

“You can’t expect police to do it all.” He
said veterans and pets go through hell
during this time.
Representatives of two outside groups

on opposing sides of the legalize cannabis
issue spoke. Christopher Kim runs a legal
cannabis dispensary and delivery service.
He noted that patients were unable to get
delivery because Fullerton does not allow
it. He said he was against recreational use
but that medical use does help people
with glaucoma, seizures and other condi-
tions. He offered to help Fullerton write
an ordinance or at least open delivery
options for patients living in town.
The other speaker on the topic was a

representative of Citizens Against
Legalizing Marijuana. He urged the city
to ban sales in the city and oppose the
upcoming ballot measure to legalize the
substance. He warned that Colorado saw
a huge uptick in homeless people after the
state legalized marijuana.

by Susan Braucht-Lang 
Cars  really speed down Nutwood

Avenue, between Raymond and Yale, on
their way to and from Fullerton College
or... if in a hurry to get somewhere else.
It is scary sometimes! 
My neighbor, the awesome Jude

Varieur, decided to take on the fast mov-
ing car issue.  
First he surveyed all of us on this

stretch of the street, then he arranged
digital surveillance. He requested input
from all residents on the street. 

He then asked if we would agree to
post a sign in our yards to encourage
motorists to slow down! For those of us
who agreed to post a sign we were pro-
vided beautiful signs made by Jude, his
friends and family. They did an excellent
job and were even able to get many of
the materials donated by local merchants
- a real community effort. 
We are so proud of Jude and his

efforts, and the signs seem to be work-
ing. Contact Jude through his father’s
email at darren.varieur@gmail.com

The final decision on the 32-unit Melia
Homes project on Bastanchury at Morelia
was continued to the September 20th
meeting on a 4-1 vote (Sebourn, no
because he was ready to support). 
Councilmember Sebourn said he could

support the project noting that: it was not
the developers responsibility to mitigate
for existing traffic problems or school
issues; the developer had mitigated the
edge nearest to the existing neighborhood
by adding single family units; and that
lowering density would mean higher
prices making it hard to find buyers. 
To the point made by one neighbor that

the city is 140% overbuilt in the high and
above moderate income category he asked
the audience if they would be more sup-
portive if low income housing was built
there instead of market rate housing. (The
units will go for $900,000 for the single
family homes bordering the existing
neighborhood, and $600,000 for the
townhomes facing Bastanchury.)
Mayor Fitzgerald had only one question

for the developer. She asked if Debra
Pember, who had spoken in favor of the
project, was a consultant for the company
as one neighbor had said - and was told
no. (Pember is a partner in the consulting
firm Developers Edge and a Building
Industry Association boardmember). 
Two councilmembers indicated they

would be supportive of the plan with sug-
gested tweaks:
Councilmember Chaffee said guest

parking should be dispersed throughout
the project, wondered if the 3-story por-
tion could be removed, density reduced a
bit and said a play area for kids should be

added.
Mayor Protem Flory, who had walked

around the property which she said was in
atrocious shape, told the neighbors “that it
is not part of your neighborhood.” She
said she couldn’t believe they would prefer
a highrise office building. She said she was
supportive with a few changes including
greenspace for kids to play and more
thought on parking issues.
Councilmember Whitaker was the only

one not supporting the project. He said
the density at five times higher than the
surrounding neighborhood seemed too
much, that zoning should mean some-
thing, and that the process had been
rushed for a project, with more than a
small amount of opposition, that could
last 90 years.
A petition signed by 550 names of peo-

ple opposing the project was delivered. Of
the 26 people making comments at the
meeting, 20 were opposed to the project.
Arguments opposing the project included
too high a density with 32 units on 3.3
acres bordering a neighborhood of 1/2
acre properties; inadequate parking; lack
of greenspace; noise, and traffic issues.
Those in favor included two area resi-

dents who both noted the property had
been abandoned since 2011 attracting
vandals and derelicts; Debra Pember of
the BIA and Developers Edge; Steve
Lamont of BIA; a Fullerton (now North
OC) Chamber of Commerce representa-
tive; and a representative from St. Judes
reading a letter in support from St. Judes
CEO Lee Penrose.

Council Notes continued on page 11

Melia Homes Project Continued to September 20 Meeting

At Fullerton’s July 27 Planning
Commission meeting, the Commission
asked City staff to put together a study
session so the Commission  and the pub-
lic could learn more about a proposed
new Mixed Use Zoning Classification
they had been asked to approve. The new
classification was part of a series of pro-
posals that is proposed to replace the for-
mer Downtown Core and Corridors
Specific Plan (DCCSP), which was never
passed because it was eventually consid-
ered too  aggressive in its high-density
development along the City’s major
streets.  
City staff explained that the new classi-

fications would aid those looking for
properties to develop as they would be
able to see where in the City would be
most appropriate to purchase. The new
classification would require developers to
go through a public process with the
Planning Commission and City Council
similar to what is currently required, but
the process would be more streamlined
because of the certainty of the allowable
guidelines.
The Commission wanted more details

about the proposal and its impact to city
residents.  They were concerned about the
loss of commercial uses as developers
become more eager to build the more

lucrative multi-story residential projects,
the aggressiveness of up to 60 dwelling
units per acre, and the reduction of
required parking spaces, and whether an
unintended consequence might be devel-
opers being able to claim they are entitled
to build their projects “by right” rather
than through a discretionary public
process.
There may also be a new look at the

city’s General Plan which was said to allow
much more development than city resi-
dents may have realized. There was a
request to see a chart of the differences
between what is currently allowed com-
pared to what would be allowed under the
new classification. There was also discus-
sion of a new concept to better codify
rules for a new  medium-density classifica-
tion.
The session is expected to take place no

sooner than September. As before with the
DCCSP, no affected property owners or
adjacent neighbors will receive public
notices in the mail alerting them to the
proposed changes.  Interested parties
should call the numbers below, check the
City website and legal notices, or watch
the Observer for the announcements.

City contact: (714) 738-6884
Concerned community group contact:
(714) 729-3019

Public Study Session Planned to Discuss 
High-Density Development by Jane Reifer
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JUDGE REJECTS VOTING DISTRICT MAP
APPROVED BY FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL

by Spencer Custodio voiceofoc.org

An Orange County Superior Court
judge this week invalidated the Fullerton
City Council's vote last month to approve
a controversial voting districts map.
Judge James Crandall ruled Wednesday,

[July 20] that in choosing a map favored
by the Fullerton business community,
council members did not abide by the set-
tlement agreement stemming from state
Voting Rights Act lawsuits that allege the
city's current at-large electoral system dis-
enfranchises minority residents.
The suits were filed by attorney Kevin

Shenkman on behalf of resident Kitty
Jaramillo; and the American Civil
Liberties Union and Asian Americans
Advancing Justice on behalf of resident
Jonathon Paik. The city is 22.8 percent
Asian and 34.4 percent Latino, according
to the 2010 Census. However, all five
council members are white and an Asian
hasn’t sat on the council since 2000.
The settlement calls for a voting dis-

tricts map to be put before Fullerton vot-
ers in the November election.
Crandall's decision came after a motion

in the case filed by Shenkman claiming
that council members' June 7th selection
of a map that was submitted at the last
minute (known as "8A") by the city's
business interests violates the settlement
agreement and voting rights laws because
it fails to create any majority-minority dis-
tricts. The motion goes on to argue that
the city should choose the community-
driven map (known as "2B").
Fullerton City Attorney Kimberly

Barlow argued that the splintering of
downtown Fullerton into five districts is
lawful and doesn’t violate the settlement
agreement. She asserted that the law
allows cities to take segments from certain
communities and group them with oth-
ers, as was done with map 8A.
Crandall disagreed. “That’s why we

need to honor the spirit of the law,” he
said of state election law. “Five [districts in
downtown] is a little severe.”

Shenkman said Barlow's argument
amounts to “ turning election code … on
its head,”
In adopting map 8A, council members

reasoned that it would give everyone in
the city a voice in downtown and that the
area was the “heart” of Fullerton.
“When we’re districting, we’re not talk-

ing about business owners,” Shenkman
said during his argument. He added that
while 8A would weaken the downtown
residents’ voice, it would only strengthen
the business voice.
Barlow cited Pasadena as an example of

how breaking up a downtown area into
multiple districts works.
Crandall, however, said Pasadena is not

a good comparison because it is much big-
ger than Fullerton. He also said down-
town Pasadena is home to many different
communities that justify separating them
from others on a district map.
Also influencing Crandall's ruling was

the fact that 8A wasn’t a part of the public
input process like map 2B. The “adoption
of that map (8A) arguably constitutes a
breach of the settlement,” according to
Crandall's order.
Map 8A, like its predecessor, only had

one public hearing -- the June 7 city coun-
cil meeting.
The “lack of clarity” around the public

process is an issue, Crandall said.
“Map 8A was the result of only one

meeting,” Crandall said. “Maybe they can
come up with one that survives both hear-
ings.”
After an emergency closed session meet-

ing Thursday, Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald
said that another public hearing on the
map selection will be held Aug. 2. She’s
not sure which maps will be up for con-
sideration yet, but there will not be any
new submissions accepted.

Spencer Custodio is a Voice of OC 
contributing writer. He can be reached at

spencercustodio@gmail.com.

Prior to the July 20 OC Superior Court
hearing where the judge rejected Fullerton
City Council’s choice of Map 8a (see arti-
cle this page), Fullerton resident Jane
Rands filed a petition with the court alleg-
ing false and misleading statements in the
impartial analysis and proponent argu-
ment for the ballot measure with the
inclusion of Map 8a.
“If the map is not changed at the

August 2nd public hearing,” said Rands,
“we will move forward with serving notice
to the parties of interest, City Attorney
Dick Jones (author of the impartial analy-
sis), Fullerton Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald,
Jeremy Popoff and the other authors of
the argument in favor of the ballot meas-
ure.”

Below are some excerpts from the peti-
tion for a writ of mandate filed with the
superior court.

•The third sentence in the fifth para-
graph of the impartial analysis states,
“The measure includes a map of the initial
district boundaries selected after an exten-
sive public process.” 
This statement neither addresses the

effect nor the operation of the measure.
The statement does, however, mislead
voters to conclude that the boundaries
were an outcome of “an extensive public
process.”

•The proponent argument begins with
false “facts” about current voter rights
laws. The argument proclaims,
“California state law dictate(s) that the
city of Fullerton will no longer be able to
elect its city council members by a city-
wide vote,” and “starting in 2018, voters
will only be able to vote for one council
member.” 
The false statements regarding

California law should be removed from
the ballot argument because the words
falsely tell voters that the decision on the
ballot measure has already been decided.

•Proponents mislead voters claiming
that “The recommended map contained
in this measure came about after extensive
public education and involvement of
community members.” 
Chronologically, the map in the ballot

measure was created “after” the public
process. But the inclusion of the words
“came about” implies to voters that the
map is a result of a public process.
The “extensive public education and

involvement” with hired consultants and
a professional demographer included
eight community meetings of which none
were attended by the district map’s author,
Jeremy Popoff. At the June 7, 2016 con-
tinued Public Hearing regarding the selec-
tion of a map for the ballot measure,
Jeremy Popoff, testified “I wasn’t at the
community meetings.“

•The argument falsely asserts that “The
proposed map respects our communities
of interest.”
California Constitution Article 21 sec-

tion 2(d) (4) defines a community of
interest as “a contiguous population
which shares common social and econom-
ic interests that should be included within
a single district for purposes of its effective
and fair representation.”
The district boundaries in the map were

purposefully configured to divide the
downtown region among five different
districts as stated by Jeremy Popoff upon
presenting his map to the City Council
for consideration for inclusion in the bal-
lot measure at the Public Hearing on May
2016. 
The map does not respect communities

of interest as the downtown community
of interest is not “included within a single
district” but is divided into five.

Challenge Alleges False Statements on District Voting Ballot Measure Approved by City Council

by Dorian Hunter

The Fullerton City Council will consid-
er awarding a $1.7 million contract to
build a stairway connecting Lions Field
with Hillcrest Park at its 6:30pm Tuesday
August 2 meeting. The discussion is item
#12 on the agenda and residents need to
attend and ask questions. What is the pur-
pose of this staircase? Is this where we
want to spend our money?
When the Hillcrest Park redesign plan

started many interested park neighbors
were eager to see a restoration of the park
but the current plan is for more concrete
not restoration.
Hillcrest is the largest and oldest park in

Fullerton but the condition of the park is
distressing. No water is being applied to
the trees and many are dying. Many oth-
ers have already died and been removed.
The only good news is that the pepper
trees are still alive and seem healthy. Why
has the city allowed this nationally recog-
nized treasure to become so neglected? 
Thirteen acres were already carved out

to accommodate the Lions Field sports
area covered with a toxic layer of synthet-
ic grass. The over $12 million cost of that
project produced a green plastic field that
needs to be watered to be clean and cool
enough to be used by children’s sports
teams and which is otherwise fenced off to

the general public who paid for it.
I sat in my car in the Ralphs parking lot

across the street from the crumbling
Hillcrest Park fountain and above that the
distressed Isaak Walton rustic cabin con-
sidering the various plans for the park. I
wondered where the water for the foun-
tain would come from.
I imagined the bridge which is current-

ly in the drawing phase of engineering
designed to span the barranca between the
street and the park. The entrance to this
very expensive bridge will be located on
Harbor at the mid-point between Brea
Blvd. and Valley View. There is no foot
traffic there so the only reason for a bridge
in this position is for the once-a-year cer-
emonial event. 
What is the purpose of these costly proj-

ects? Could we spend the millions these
projects will require in a better way that
would actually restore the park?
Meanwhile the trees die and the park

infrastructure including water lines and
sprinklers are ancient, corroded and unus-
able. I have been told that as the vegeta-
tion has been allowed to die the ground
has become too hard to absorb water.
Citizens of Fullerton need to become

involved, attend city meetings, ask ques-
tions and bring a common sense park
restoration plan back into existence. 

$1.7 Million Staircase Proposed at Hillcrest Park
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Attention all walkers, runners, strollers,
crawlers, loiterers, window shoppers and
even those who only spend time on their feet
going from car to office, this is getting seri-
ous! It takes an air horn and a poke in the
ribs to clear a sidewalk path now and I am
only slightly exaggerating. OK I am way over
exaggerating but it’s more fun this way. 
Last week, while waiting to cross the inter-

section of Harbor and Amerige, I spotted a
group of Pokeman Go players on every cor-
ner and two were approaching. It is inspiring
to see people out and about, discovering the
very things I have been trying to point out
for years here on page 6, now 6 and 7, thanks
very much. Or are they?
It appears that we have a parade of zom-

bies, Day of the Dead/ Night of the Living
Dead/ Walking Dead/ tunnel vision revelers
who mean no harm to the living but are
completely oblivious to their surroundings
while at the same time concentrating on the
smallest details of those very surroundings. I
said ‘HI’ to one and he said “No, just play-
ing a game.” 
So, if you put your smart phone down

long enough to read this, just remember,
when you live in the virtual world you may
collide with the real world. Have fun but
keep an eye out for those of us who are con-
vinced we are still in that real world and
everyone will be happy, or at least some of
you will be, if you find what you are looking
for. Ain’t that true in the real world too?

POKE, MAN, GO

And The Winner is: Tom Greek

CHANGES AFOOT
Out of Vogue: Out of Vogue has closed

after a long and successful run. Pam Atta
tells us it was simply time to move on and
we will keep you posted on where and
when you might go online to get many of
the items from the creatively stocked
shop. Best of luck to Pam and son Van, no
doubt we will still see you often down-
town and all over Fullerton.

Corner Grill: The Tuscany Club, at
Harbor and Commonwealth, will soon
become Tuscany Corner Grill to reflect a
new menu that will attract the dinner
crowd from 5 to 9am. They will feature
fresh seafood, steaks, market fresh sand-
wiches and paninis. The interior is under-
going some changes as is the former pool
room, which will become Tribune, an
upscale cocktail lounge. All of this should
be ready to go by mid August. 

The custom G&L Day of Music gui-
tar went to local Veterinarian Tom Greek
who submitted the highest bid and made
a nice donation to help sponsor the
recent Fullerton Day of Music. 
Tom is pictured above inside Leo

Fender’s ‘Lab’, which has been preserved

just the way it was the day Leo left work
for the last time. Without the generous
support of music lovers like Tom - and of
course the guys at G&L who built and
donated the guitar - we could not have
presented the successful Day of Music
event, so again thanks to all! 

Les Amis has expanded both inside and outside. Below is a shot of the outside
patio off the Amerige parking lot and along the walkway to Wilshire. It looks as
good as the food tastes. I still recall the dark days when we had virtually no outside
dining, the vibe here is so much better with alfresco.

Bolu: Oh no, Bolu Bakery on
Harbor is gone. I never really cared for
scones until I had one here, and every-
thing else was excellent as well, so it’s
sad to hear they have closed. I am sure
someone will be interested in this
space very soon, stay tuned.

Lost Levels (at right) recently
opened at 114 N Harbor, at the former
Winkelmann Realty office location.
They feature retro arcade games, con-
soles and accessories plus current games
(of course!) and lots of gift items. Take
a look and take a walk over there soon.
Void of pretense, full of Fullerton fun,
games are just 25 cents a play. 

HOT
SUMMER
COOL
TRUCK
One of my first

jobs was driving an
ice cream truck, so I
just had to stop and
take photos of this
beauty when I spot-
ted it downtown. 
The proprietor

declined to be in the
photos but she was
very nice and I hope
you yell ‘STOP’ if
you see her cruising
in your neighbor-
hood and load up on
some cool treats. I
know I will. 
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“SCHOOL SUPPLIES” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19) 

ACROSS
1. ___ & Eng (Siamese twins)
6. Kind of school
10. Actress Dawber
13. Happen again
14. Lecherous looks
16. Bronze ___
17. 2004 Ryan Gosling film
19. Actress Zadora
20. Type of diver
21. Hidden
23. Female sib
26. Sorbonne summer
27. Christian worship
28. Accompany to a party
30. Superficial appearance
31. What Queen Elizabeth II 

made Anthony Hopkins
32. More senseless
34. Paddle
37. “The Sound of ___”

39. Quarterback Manning
40. Alfredo or pesto
42. “Absolutely!”
43. Quantity
46. Red light
47. High-___ fuel
49. Cling (to)
51. Pick up dry cleaning, 

go to the bank, etc.
53. “Yo te ___”
54. NBC’s Sat. night staple
55. Folk song
56. Sign before Taurus
58. “What ___, chopped liver?”
59. Part of a woman’s tailored suit, often
64. Ump
65. Foul moods
66. Ancient kingdom on the Nile
67. Suffix with differ
68. Postage paid encl.
69. Packs down

DOWN
1. PC component
2. Laugh sound
3. High card
4. Women in habits
5. Fresh & canned goods seller
6. Military academy freshman
7. Country singer McEntire
8. Fair-hiring letters
9. Amino acid in most proteins
10. First jobs, maybe
11. Getting on in years
12. Substantial
15. Nancy Kerrigan and Tonya Harding
18. ___-frutti
22. Wed. preceder
23. Squalid
24. Debate topic
25. Motorized aerial work platform
27. Stalin’s predecessor
29. “... ___ quit!”

30. Worth
33. Fluorescent colors
35. Squirreled-away item
36. Fend off
38. Short sleeps
41. Baseball bat wood
44. Infuriates
45. Sri Lankan language
48. UC Berkeley, for short
50. “Alice ___ Live Here Anymore” 

(1974 Scorcese film)
51. Online nudity?
52. Japanese noodle dish
53. Get out of bed
56. Play parts
57. Gull-like bird
60. Long of “Boyz N the Hood”
61. PC maker
62. Tear
63. Prof.’s helpers

LAST ISSUE’S
QUESTION &
ANSWER

Taken moments
before the  

Day of Music's
first notes- 

name the cloth-
ing store pictured
at right. 
Answer: 

Roadkill Ranch

Fullerton Photo Quiz

QUESTION: Slated for renovation, what is this? 
SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO MIKE at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Two Saucy Broads Pizza Teams with WTLC 
The Women’s Transitional Living

Center and Two Saucy Broads Pizza
teamed up to celebrate the pizza parlor’s
5th birthday and raised $2,300 to support

victims of domestic violence and human
trafficking in the process. Party goers were
treated with pizza, beer, a photo booth
and a live band at the parlor for a $5 sug-

gested donation.
The proceeds

went to support
WTLC’s range of
programs includ-
ing housing, sup-
portive services
and prevention.
Saucy Broads

owner Kathryn
said, “Teaming
up with WTLC
was the perfect fit
because us broads
have got to stick
together.”

Sisters Jennifer
and Kathryn
owners of  Two
Saucy Broads
Pizza at 108
S. Highland in
Fullerton
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Miss California Teen
Seeks Sponsors

Jordyn Chew and her mother Heather
Chew are shown in the photo above,
taken when Jordyn was crowned Miss
California Teen for the Miss American
Coed Pageant. The ceremony took place
at the Hilton Ontario Airport on June
10th. 
Jordyn, 18, is a sophomore at CSUF

studying psychology and hopes to become
a Chief of Police. As California Teen,
Jordyn will compete for the National
Pageant title of Miss American Teen.
Although she has never been involved
with pageants previously she feels her stu-
dent leadership positions and current
involvement in the National Sorority
Alpha Chi Omega at CSUF played a role
in her being able to hold her own against
girls who have competed for years.
Jordyn is currently raising funds and

looking for local sponsors to help her
afford her trip to the Nationals. She is also
available for volunteer appearances and
can be contacted by email at jordyn-
clove@yahoo.com. For more information
visit www.gocoed.com/california 

Pathways of Hope
Raises $45,000

Pathways of Hope raised over $45,000
at this year’s “Look Who’s Dancing!”
fundraiser. The proceeds go to rebuild
lives of the hungry and homeless.
In other good news, Pathways of Hope

received the District 29th Nonprofit of
the Year Award. California Senator Bob
Huff visited Pathways of Hope’s Fullerton
campus on July 12th to present the award
to Pathways’ Board of Directors and staff.
Senator Huff said, “Pathways of Hope’s

dedication to providing food, clothing,
housing, comfort, and guidance to people
who are in desperate need is to be com-
mended. The services you provide to local
families and individuals strengthen not
only your clients, but also your entire
community.”
To learn more about Pathways of

Hope’s mission to rebuild lives of the hun-
gry and homeless, visit their website at
www.pathwaysofhope.us, or contact their
main office by calling (714) 680-3691 or
emailing info@pathwaysofhope.us. 

SUGAR-FREE DRINKS DAMAGE TEETH, TOO
While many people believe that

sugar-free beverages do not pose a
danger to teeth, the fact is sugar-free
drinks and confections can be as dam-
aging as their sugary counterparts. It is
important to know that, whether or
not a drink contains sugar, it is the
acid in those drinks that does the
damage. Sugar is linked with tooth
decay because it creates plaque on the
tooth enamel that bacteria digest and
convert to acid, which etches away at
enamel to cause decay. With this in
mind, even with the sugar removed,
drinks containing acid will also erode
tooth enamel. According to a recent
study, the majority of soft drinks and

sports drinks cause measurable loss of
tooth enamel.
When drinking soft drinks and

sports beverages, look for acidic addi-
tives such as “citric acid” and “phos-
phoric acid” on their label of ingredi-
ents.
Do you consume sugar-free soft

drinks? Always feel free to discuss your
dental concerns with us. 
Brush, clean between your teeth, eat

a balanced diet, and schedule regular
dental visits for a lifetime of healthy
smiles.  You can trust the health of
your teeth to our extensive training
and experience and compassionate
dentistry.

CONGRATULATIONS!

SHHS Agriculture
Students at OC Fair 
Sunny Hills High School agriculture

students are shown above with their
teacher Brian Kim at the 2016 OC Fair.
“This is the culmination of all the stu-
dents hard work and their understanding
of the agriculture industry,” said Mr. Kim.
“SHHS students competed against other
high schools in the 11-day Market
Competition and  excelled winning mul-
tiple divisions.” Agriculture is the nations
largest employer with over 23 million
jobs, and of course, No Farms = No Food
as a banner at the fair declared.

REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS

• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES

• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES

• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

JOYA Scholars: Laura Macias, Cristian Flores, Denise Ramos, Rodrigo
Zamora, Liz Macias, Jonathan Lira, (seated) Michelle Lira, Ashley Garcia, Vanessa
Jimenez, and Lorena Zamora, pictured above at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
holding Fullerton Observers just completed the Ronald Reagan Student Leadership
Program, a week-long camp that includes high schoolers from all over the country. 

Outstanding Senior
Christina Meyer was honored with the

Outstanding Senior Girl Scout Award
which recognizes her strength of charac-
ter, integrity, and commitment to the
ideals of Girl Scouting making her an out-
standing role model for younger girls.
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Junior Olympic Winner
Reshly Majam-Finch, 12, (pictured above) repre-

sented Fullerton at the USATF National Junior
Olympics this summer in Sacramento. He placed first
in both the 1500m and 800m at regionals. He trains
locally and independently with his coach in Fullerton. 
Reshly and his sister were featured in a 2014
Fullerton Observer article when they came up with a
campaign to raise money for victims affected by
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. At that time
Reshly ran a race and won a prize which he donated
to the cause and his sister made and sold bracelets
with the proceeds going to help victims.

Fullerton Hills Softball 10u team, above, and the 12u and 14u teams 
qualified for national tournaments.

by Mike Rylaarsdam

Three all star teams from Fullerton
Hills Softball, a girls softball league, have
qualified for their respective national
tournaments. Each team participated in
the State tournament in July in Lancaster,
California. 
Our 10u, 12u, and 14u teams all quali-

fied to continue on to the national tour-
nament. Our 14u team tied for 9th and
played in La Habra, and the 12u team tied
for 7th, and played in Kingman, AZ.
Each of those tournaments began July
25th and continued through July 31st. 
The 10u team played 9 games over

three days, and ended up in third place,
out of 36 teams. They will be playing in
Medford, OR, starting August 1st
through August 7th. 
Fullerton Hills Girls Softball has been

in existence since 1969. We currently
serve nearly 400 girls from Fullerton and
surrounding cities. This is the first time in

at least 10 years that we have placed three
teams in national tournaments. Fullerton
Hills last had national contenders three
years ago with our 12u and 14u teams. 
Our 12u and 10u teams will be incur-

ring significant travel expenses to get to
their tournaments. If anyone is interested
in assisting the girls financially, please
contact Mike Rylaarsdam at mrylaars-
dam2k@yahoo.com. 

Fullerton Hills Softball 
Competing in National Tournament

FAST at the Junior Olympics
The Boys FAST FLO Club Team (pictured above at the Avery Aquatics Center at Stanford) placed 5th in the 2016

Junior Olympics 16U Invitational held this year in the Palo Alto area. PHOTO PAM KELLER

Young Pianists Perform
Original Work

Fullerton pianists Alexander Hurvitz, 13, and
Megan Chang, 15 were two of 12 young
pianists selected to perform their original pieces
at the annual Yamaha National Junior Original
Concert held at the Cerritos Center for
Performing Arts in Cerritos, California.
Alexander presented his composition for

piano and fiddle “The Trail of the West.”
Megan performed her composition “Bebop ‘n
Gumbo” for piano, trumpet, trombone, alto
and tenor saxophone, bass and drums. Megan
made her Carnegie Hall debut last July at the
American Protege International Competition
Winners’ Concert and performed in the 44th
Junior Original Concert in Tokyo. “In the last
couple of years I have been interested in jazz
and big band works,” she says. Alexander also
studies violin and says “I hope to be a famous
composer and know I must work very hard to
achieve this dream.” He will be performing at
the 45th International JOC in Tokyo.
Both young pianists are students of Carlton

Liu at Harmony World Institute in Fullerton.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton, 92833. 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

JUNE & JULY FSD SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS

(NEXT MEETING IS AUGUST 23)

EDUCATION NEWS

Director of Facilities and Construction
Todd Butcher requested artificial turf for
the high school stadiums at the July 12th
FJUHSD Board meeting. He offered
what seemed to be implausible informa-
tion (like water cannons cooling down a
stadium in 1 minute) alongside emotion-
al pleas from various football coaches and
principals for beautiful green carpeting.
The lack of any real comparisons with

new natural grass fields coupled with the
unbelievable fiscal data in the one-sided
argument resulted in a delay in allocating
funds to address the situation. The board
asked Director Butcher to return with
accurate data which should include a true
comparison between natural grass and
artificial turf fields’ construction, mainte-
nance, and replacement timeline and
costs.
Drastic cuts in the budget from 2008 –

2014 allocated little money for adequate
repair to the stadiums and playing fields
in the district. That left the grass com-
pacted, overused, divot strewn and when
it did rain, a mud hole.
The district is severely constrained to

find space for sports teams that now play
year-round to have adequate field time
while sharing the space with marching
band, JROTC, regular physical education
classes, and community events scheduled
on weekends and during the summer. The

situation needs remedying.
The board needs more information in

order to make a responsible decision.
With the proposed pouring of an asphalt
base to allow drainage for synthetic turf, it
would be very difficult to ever return to
natural grass if the synthetic turf were
installed and found to be a mistake.
Mr. Butcher presented some conflicting

fiscal costs. For example, his comparative
maintenance budget  listed mowing, fer-
tilizing, aerating, over-seeding, and irriga-
tion repair for grass, yet there was a dis-
tinct lack in itemizing synthetic turf
upkeep such as: cleaning, disinfecting,
deep raking, vacuuming,  labor and
equipment costs or replacement costs.
With those details included, a 20-year

cost comparison might look a little differ-
ent than the one Mr. Butcher presented.
The suggested 20-year life of fake turf is
also a matter worth discussion since the
warranty on the turf is for only 8 years.
Trustee Kilponen asked if synthetic turf

is a valid bond project in itself, Mr.
Butcher claimed it was and said that with
his special maintenance plan he could
guarantee the life of the turf for 10 -
maybe 12 years, in fact he would even say
that with his contacts he could get 16-
years of use out of it. I am wary when any-
one doubles their promise of a product’s
longevity in a single sentence without

Full Accreditation
Ms. Alison Nordyke, Coordinator of

Educational Services, reported on the
findings of the North Orange Teacher
Induction Program Accreditation Site
Visit by the Commission on
Accreditation. The commission is the
monitoring body for the California
Commission on Teacher Credentialing. 
The NOC (North Orange County)

induction Program received high marks in
all 8 Common Standards, those that all
institutional induction programs are held
to, and all 6 program standards, which are
specific to Fullerton. FSD received a rec-
ommendation of Full Accreditation,
which was accepted by the Commission
on Accreditation on June 13th in
Sacramento.

•Fullerton Police Chief Dan Hughes
was honored by the district for his positive
leadership and commitment to FSD stu-
dents and for providing school resource
officers.
Ms. Nunicci of the Pacific Drive School

Safety Committee presented Certificates
of Appreciation to Chief Hughes; Sgt.
Kathyrn Hamel; Cpl. Gabriela Soto; Lt.
Mike Chloebonski; Pacific Drive
Principal Yolanda Castello; and to Dr.
Plekta for providing support and services
to Pacific Drive School. 

•New FSD Appointments: Nicolas

Junior High School Principal - Robyn
Clemente; Sunset Lane School Principal -
Dr. Tracy Gyurian; Interim Principal at
Woodcrest School - Ms. Rochelle Wolf;
FSD Director of Business Services - Ms.
Melissa Greenwood.

•PTA Report: Ms. Karen Allen,
Fullerton PTA President, thanked the
Board of Trustees for their support of the
PTA Council. She was especially grateful
that PTA members were allowed to be
involved in the hiring process for assistant
principals and principals. She thanked the
board and the district for their support for
the student safety symposium during the
2015/16 school year.  She reported that
Ms. Diana Trout will be the new incom-
ing PTA Council President beginning the
2016/17 school year.

•LCAP Committee members : Ms.
Alma Chavetz, Ms. Veronica Moran, and
Ms. Egleth Nuncci thanked the board for
including parents and community mem-
bers as part of the LCAPP committee. Ms.
Nuncci also thanked the board for its sup-
port in implementing the new Dual
Immersion Program. Ms. Laura Gonzalez
(FSD staff member and translator for the
LCAP Committee) stated she is very
proud of the participating parents who are
second language learners and their passion
to be involved in LCAP.

•First day of school will be August 8.

•New FSD Appointments: Assistant
Principal, Fisler School - Ms. Cristina
Centeno; Assistant Principal,
Orangethorpe School - Ms. Emma Den
Hartog; and Mr. Damian Ibarra,
Accounting Supervisor, Business Services.

•Superintendent Report:Dr. Pletka said
the district is getting ready for the new
school year. “We are getting some great new
employees.” Recently, the district held suc-
cess retreats and special training programs
for teachers and staff and students.

Discussion Items:
•Special Tax assessment at Van Daele &

Amerige Heights Approved 5-0 (Note these
special funds may only be used at the
schools in these special tax areas.)

•Homeless Board Policy Approved 5-0

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month 
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

Fake Grass Request for High School 
Sports Fields Lacks Adequate Data

hearing directly from the manufacturer.
This is an example of another multi-

million dollar project ($980,000 per field)
that was not discussed in previous bond
project meetings, and again allocates
another 3 to 4 million dollars to sports
facilities which were ranked by voters as
the 6th or 7th in priority for use of the
bond money.
Trustee Buchi asked about safety and

gave an example of material from an arti-
ficial field breaking down and the rubber
infill filling players’ shoes. Mr. Butcher
replied that such a field was not being
maintained properly.
What happens when the state cuts

school funds again? Will the district
choose to cut nurses, counselors, library
technicians, and text book money before
compromising the upkeep of the synthet-
ic turf fields?
There is no question that the FJUHSD

stadiums and fields are heavily used,
although this may change in the near
future with the new fee schedule that will
go into effect by the end of the year.
(Contact Dr. Jennifer Williams, Executive
Director of Administration, for more
information at 714-870-2803.) 
Mr. Montoya asked Dr. Williams if she

would be notifying previous users of the
sports fields and theaters of this new use
policy, and she answered that she would
look into it.
Fee schedule changes or not, the main-

tenance and upkeep of our stadiums
impacts about 2,000 of the 13,750 stu-
dents overall from the 6 comprehensive
high schools and will definitely impact the
agreements and relationships the district
has with the communities it serves.
Synthetic turf stadiums and fields are

gated and fenced to prevent vandalism
and public recreational use. There will be

new food and drink policies that may
impact foundations and booster clubs,
and the new community agreements con-
cerning food truck nights, firework shows,
and performances will, to quote Mr.
Butcher, “change.”
The Fullerton Union Stadium faces an

additional issue that Dr. Singer men-
tioned during the board meeting.
Fullerton College wishes to form an agree-
ment to use the FUHS stadium so that
they will not have to use their bond
money to build a stadium “right next
door.” If the FUHS stadium becomes arti-
ficial turf, this agreement will have to be
much more formal and incur ongoing
maintenance and use costs from the col-
lege, unlike the handshake agreement that
occurred last time. 
With little room to expand and these

fields being used by minimally 2 high
schools as well as the community, it may
be that artificial turf is an appropriate
alternative, but board members must be
presented with true cost comparisons, dis-
cussion of the changes to community and
school policies, and a realistic budget for
the labor to care for and replace these
fields instead of having coaches who have
had to make due on poorly maintained
grass fields enthuse about lush looking
green stadiums cooled periodically with
water cannons as they dream of playing
CIF championship games at home.
On a different note, at the last meeting,

the board approved a raise to the adminis-
tration salaries to match the teachers’ con-
tract and will be discussing the one year
extension of contracts for the Assistant
Superintendents. The classified worker
salary contract has not been agreed upon
at this time. 
The next board meeting is scheduled for

August 9th at 7:30pm.

Gold Medals for Fullerton Rugby Teams
The Fullerton Lady Lions Rugby team took home the Gold Medal in the

Girls U16 Division at the California State Championship games held July
16 and 17th in San Marcos. The Fullerton Rugby U12 Boys team also took
home the Gold Medal at the games. The Fullerton Rugby motto is “To the
Brave and Faithful, Nothing is Impossible.” 

•Test Results: Trustee Sugarman
requested that the upcoming student
test results (from last year’s testing) be
broken down by school and grade level,
“to see how schools are doing and to
compare results at the same grade level
in different schools.”

•Save The Date October 8 for FSD
fundraising event Toast To Learning. 

•Asbestos Removal: During the
ongoing HVAC project at Parks Junior
High, Dr. Pletka stressed that no stu-
dent, staff, or teacher would be permit-
ted in the school during the renovations.
“The portables are in place and all have
great airconditioning.” The work may
take from 6 months to a year.  (See
frontpage story for more on this topic).
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Council Candidate Contributions So Far
Three council seats, currently held by

Whitaker, Flory, and Fitzgerald, will be
decided in the upcoming November 8,
2016 election. Nomination papers are due
by August 12 unless a sitting incumbent
does not file papers for re-election which
extends the nomination period to August
17. 
So far, Jan Flory is the only sitting incum-

bent who is rumored to not be running for
re-election.
Candidates who have launched 2016

election committees (other than Fitzgerald

and Whitaker) so far include: Larry
Bennett, Jonathan Mansoori, Jane Rands,
and Leland Wilson. 
In addition Herbert Glazier, Roberta

Reid and Jesus Silva (husband of Sharon
Quirk-Silva who is running for 65th
Assembly seat) have pulled papers but have
not yet formed committees.
To see updates on filings visit the City

Clerk’s page on the city website at
www.cityoffullerton.com. Once there click
on Elections and go to 460 filings.

JAN FLORY (INCUMBENT # 1350333)
Total Contributions: $0
Declared Cash Balance from 
2012 campaign of $8,014

BRUCE WHITAKER (INCUMBENT # 13303883)
Total Contributions: $3,600
$50 in unitemized contributions
In Town Contributions from:
$1,000: Henry Zie; Dick Davenport
$500: David Jerome
$200: Terry Trautloff
Out of Town Contributions from:
$500: West Coast Arborists
$250: Christopher Nguyen
$100: Ellen Albright; Jack Bedell

JENNIFER FITZGERALD (INCUMBENT #1349434)
Total Contributions: $29,800
Non-Monetary Contributions: 
$10,500: Andrew Carroll of Fullerton
$1,899 in unitemized contributions
IN TOWN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:
$2000: Eddie Sheldrake;
$1,000: Slidebar Inc; 3158 Strategies LLC;
$500: TNT Fireworks; James Miller; 

SoCal Edison;
$250: Sonia Carvalho; Big B’s Inc; Chris 

Lowe; Florentines Downtown Grill; 
Jim Williams; Barb Jennings; 
Renick Cadillac Suburu;  Jeff Hamer; 
Annie Kim; Scott Dowds

$150: Molly McClanahan;
$100: Rhonda Shader;
OUT OF TOWN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:
$2,500: BIA of SoCal PAC 741733
$1,000: Curt Pringle; OC Apartment Assoc.; 

Arron Flores; Parsons Brinckerhoff;
$500: Dustin Reilich, Griffin Structures; 

Fullerton Lounge Inc; CARE Ambulance; 
Hadley Tow; Keusder Homes; Sempra 

$250: KTGY Group; Suehwa Liu; Pacific 
Strategies Corp; Patrick Mahoney; 
T. Cottle; Vance Graham; Peggi Buff; 
Communications Lab; Faubel Public 
Affairs; Republic Services; Starkey 
Communications; John Cruz; Heather  
Stratman; The Waterford Group; LSA Inc; 
Cimmarusti Holdings; Todd Priest; 
VCS Environmental; Stilwater Investment 
Group; Steve Chavez Lodge; Dale Dykema; 
Associate Builders & Contractors SoCal; 
Dick Hamm; Smith Public Affairs; 
North American Scientific; 
Waste Management;

$150: 21 STRAT;
$100: Frank Ury for MV City Council

LARRY BENNETT (#1365225)
Total Contributions: $0
•Cash Balance from Council

Campaign 2014: $3,632
Major out of town contributions

from 2014 campaign from: BIA, CNC
Engineering, OC Jobs Coalition, OC
Bizpac, and CAAPAC.

JANE RANDS (#1369763)
Total Contributions: $250 

from Sandy Stiassni
• Outstanding loan for 2014 cam-

paign for council from self of $1,000

LELAND WILSON (#1384800)
Total Contributions: $0 

JONATHAN MANSOORI (#1380165)
Total Contributions: $6,140
In Town Contributions from:
$500: Ana Mansoori
$400: Ravi Choudhuri
$100: Kelly Waugh
$50 & under: Jonathan Paik, Joseph

Nelson, Andrew Quan, Taylor Bainter,
Cynthia Aquirre, Chad Lucas, Josh
Newman, Crystal Uvalle
Out of Town Contributions from:
$2,000: Leadership for Educational

Equity California (#1346788),
$250: Amanda Spoto,
$200: Pettinella McOsker, Larry

Fondation
$100: Young Jo, Chelsea Usher,

Benjamin Bennett, Derek Roberts,
Chiraag Dodhia, Abel Garcia, Andrew
Blumenfeld, Whitney Luigs, Rachel
Chieng, Luis Sotelo
$75: Kalen Gallagher, Amanda Paul,
And numerous contributions from

individuals of $50 and under.

Public Art Committee 
Applicants Sought

The Fullerton Museum Center is seeking applicants to fill two positions on the Public
Art Committee. Persons interested in serving on the committee for a two-year term are
encouraged to apply starting before the August 19, 2016 deadline.
The Public Art Committee, which functions under the supervision of the Fullerton

Museum Center Board of Trustees, reviews proposals for public art in the city. The com-
mittee also works with city staff to identify projects, recruit artists, and oversee the
restoration of pieces in the city’s collection of public art and murals. 
Applications and further information may be obtained by contacting the Fullerton

Museum Center at (714) 738-6545, or by visiting the Fullerton Museum Center on E.
Wilshire (at 301 N. Pomona Avenue). Museum office hours are 8:30 am to 5:30pm
Monday through Friday and noon to 4pm on Saturday and Sunday. The Museum is also
open from 6pm. to 8pm on Thursdays during the Downtown Market.

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE
•Call Registrar of Voters 

at 714-567-7600
•Register on-line at
http://www.oc.ca.gov/election/
•Call 714-738-6350  
or visit the City of Fullerton 
City Clerk’s Office 
at 303 W. Commonwealth
•Visit the Fullerton 

Public Library, 
353 W. Commonwealth

•Three Day Watering: Fullerton
has returned to the three-day-a-week
watering schedule. Watering is
allowed before 8am and after 6pm.
Odd addresses water on Sun., Tues.
and Thurs.; Even addresses on Tues.,
Thurs. and Sat. No watering of
paved surfaces. Call 714-738-6744
with any questions. Visit the Water
System section under Public Works
on the city website for complete
information and links.
•Poseidon Desal: Fullerton’s rep-

resentative on the 10-member
OCWD board, Mayor Protem Flory,
said she would go with the majority
council decision on whether or not
to vote to approve an upcoming 30-
year contract with the venture capital
company Poseidon to build a desal
plant. The contract would require

OCWD to purchase 53,000 acre
feet* of water per year whether it is
needed or not and OCWD would be
responsible for building a $302 mil-
lion distribution system for the
plant. (*An acre foot serves two
households for a year). Posidon deals
have already been turned down by
two water agencies, MODOC and
MET.
•Rotary: Rotary South funded a

sign at the 91-5 Freeway in honor of
Detective Tommy de la Rosa who
lost his life while on duty 25 years
ago.

Adjourned
The meeting was adjourned in

memory of the victims and in sup-
port of the families who have lost
loved ones in the recent tragic
deaths.

continued from page 4
Traffic Signal Request
Fullerton traffic engineer Mark

Miller presented a request by the
neighborhood at La Entrada Place
for the addition of a traffic signal. He
said the corner was not on the list of
areas needing a signal and there were
no indications of excessive speed lim-
its. There have been two fatalities at
the intersection over 11 years. He
recommended erecting a flashing
beacon sign with feedback indicators
instead. 
Neighbors disagreed. One 39-year

resident said that since the St. Jude
expansion there has been a dramatic
increase in traffic including 7 or 8
ambulance runs per night. It is

impossible to turn left out of the
neighborhood but also hard to turn
right with bushes and a telephone
pole blocking the view of traffic. He
said it was highly dangerous  from
9am to 11am and from 2pm to 6pm.
He said he would like to see the
speed limit on the street reduced.
A woman with two young children

said the speed of cars going 55 to 60
miles an hour past the intersection is
extremely dangerous. She said she
realized a traffic signal  might be
costly but to her, worth it. Another
49-year neighbor agreed, “getting
out of our neighborhood is very
stressful.”
Council voted 5-0 to place the

interim measures and take another
look at the issue in a year.

CITY COUNCIL NOTES

Janny 
& Chris 
Visit

Hawaii:

Janny & Chris
Meyers on a summer
visit with friends in
Maui and Oahu,
Hawaii.

Stay Safe: West Nile Virus Update
7/29/2016: The Orange County

Mosquito and Vector Control
District (OCMVCD) confirmed
West Nile virus (WNV) activity for
the first time this year in the follow-
ing cities: Costa Mesa, Dana Point,
Huntington Beach, and Santa Ana.
Year to date, OCMVCD has test-

ed 2,375 mosquito samples and
found 60 samples to be positive for
WNV. Last year at this time, the
District tested 2,204 mosquito sam-
ples and found 40 to be WNV posi-
tive. 
West Nile virus is transmitted to

people and animals through the bite
of an infected mosquito. Mosquitoes

acquire WNV when they feed on
infected birds, and then pass the
virus along when they bite humans.  
Help reduce the threat of West

Nile virus in Orange County:
•Eliminate any standing water

around your home or office
•Make sure all window & door

screens on your house are in good
repair
•Wear a repellent containing

DEET®, Picaridin, Oil of Lemon
Eucalyptus, or IR 3535
•Contact OCMVCD to report

dead birds or neglected pools
Visit www.ocvcd.org or call 714-

971-2421 for more information.

OBSERVERS
AROUND

THE WORLD
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Below: Francine and her family take a boat ride in the Philippines.

LOCAL NEWS & COLUMNIST

Have you ever been to a lot of places in
one month? I have, but I survived with fly-
ing colors.  I traveled to the Philippines,
Korea and local tourist attractions here in
California, Nevada and Arizona. Luckily, I
managed to complete longs hours on the
plane, and on the road without any sickness
or boredom.  As a matter of fact, I had fun
the whole time!
Flying to the Philippines takes about 16

hours. How will we be content? Simple! My
mom scheduled our flight at nighttime so
that we could watch some of the latest
movies then sleep during those hours.
The Philippines, Nevada and Arizona are

places where temperatures get very hot. If
you are going to these places, I would
advise you to bring comfy clothes and to
drink lots of water to cool down.
In the Philippines, we went to water

falls, to a river underneath a cave and
saw a perfect cone-shaped volcano that
is still active.  I also had fun swimming
in the warm waters of a lake and the
ocean.   We went to all these places by
car.  I tend to be car sick when we trav-
el in the mornings.  My family's strategy
would be to leave before noon so that I
can have time to wake up, eat my break-
fast and play a little bit. If you have the
same problem, talk to your parents
about it.
On our way back to the US, we had a

long layover in South Korea.  Guess how
we spent our time?  We went on a free
city tour offered to travelers while wait-
ing for their connecting flights.  We also
explored the playgrounds inside the air-
port, watched the free cultural shows,

used the free internet stations and the free
beds on their free resting areas in a quiet
corner with dimmed lights and soft music.
My mom said Incheon Airport is one of the
best airports in the world.
When we went back to the US, my aun-

ties came with us.  We visited the theme
parks, the beaches, the Golden Gate in San
Francisco, the Grand Canyon in Arizona,
Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, and the
Queen Mary in Long Beach.  On one of
our trips, our car was hit really bad by
another car. We were hit hard so our car
was pushed forward and hit another car.
Luckily, no one was hurt, except the car.  I
have a little secret. Besides wearing my seat-
belt, I always pray to my guardian angel to
protect me when I travel.  I feel safe every
time I pray and I believe that it helps.
During my month-long travel, we had a

very hectic schedule.  Some of my aunties
caught the bug.  Thankfully I did not.
Besides eating healthy food and sleeping
well at night, I followed my doctor’s orders.
I take probiotics every day.
Lastly, in order to feel relaxed and happy

during my travel, I brought my favorite
things- pillow, iPad, stuffed toy, book, and
snacks.  These  made me really comfortable
and content. 
It feels great that this summer, I did not

only get to travel to so many places but I
also completed all the trips without having
to deal with sickness, boredom or frustra-
tion.  
Everything was just amazing and  memo-

rable except for the car accident.  Hope you
can use some of these tips for your future
travel.  Happy summer!

Supervisor Lucy Coolie said that since
most of these types of crimes take place
at night, she recommends that cus-
tomers deposit mail before 5:30pm, the
last pick-up of the day. Outdoor postal
bins are also being targeted in other
cities according to Coolie.
The post office received some calls

from customers wondering why their
mail had not been delivered. Those call-
ing noted that their checks had not been
cashed and the receiving party reported
never getting  the mail. One caller was
able to put a stop payment on their
checks but was irritated that the post
office had failed to alert customers of
the burglary.
In each instance, the thieves were

selective about what they took and left
some mail in the box. The post office
has not installed outdoor surveillance
cameras because of the estimated
$60,000 expense but it is thought that
the burglaries are taking place between
5:30pm and early morning hours.
Anyone who sees activity should call
911 to report it.  
Mail theft is a federal crime and those

convicted can be both fined and sen-
tenced to up to 25 years in prison. 
According to the police department,

the July 27th incident is the only one
reported while several postal workers
estimated that there were between two
and five break-ins this month alone.
US Postal Inspection Service public

information officer Stacia Crane said
that the agency is aware of the problem
but could not comment further because
it is under an ongoing investigation. She
said that Fullerton was not unique and
that the same issue is happening in cities
around southern California. The agency
is responsible for investigating mail
fraud and theft cases.

Crane said that customers can employ
several actions to prevent becoming a
victim of mail theft and fraud including:
• Deposit mail in an outdoor bin

before the final pick-up listed on the
box.
• Collect your mail from your mail-

box every day as soon as possible after
delivery.
• When expecting packages, monitor

tracking at www.usps.com so you know
when to expect the delivery.
• Always use a liquid gel pen when

signing checks as this form of ink can
not be easily washed off and replaced by
thieves.
• Report any suspicious activity to

local police.
•Reach the US Postal Inspection

Service by phone at 1-877-876-2455 
• Reach the US Postal Service

Customer Care Center at 1-800-275-
8777
•Report any US Mail related crime

online https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov
(select “contact us” and “file a com-
plaint”

Fullerton Post Office Outdoor Mail Box 
Broken Into Again continued from frontpage

Kids Rule!  by Francine Vudoti

Survival Guide to a Massive Summer Travel

Francine and her cousin Omree in the swimming pool on her visit to the Philippines.
One of the world’s wonders, the Mayon Volcano, is in the background.

Muckenthaler Receives
$75,000 ACT Grant
ACT (Accelerate Change Together)

Anaheim, managed by the OC
Community Foundation presented the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center
Foundation with a $75,000 grant for its
ACT Arts Program. Teens from the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Anaheim and two
Anaheim libraries will participate in
visual and digital art classes based on
exhibitions at the MUZEO and the
Muckenthaler. These classes will also be
tied to field trips to college design pro-
grams and careers in digital design. To
learn more visit www.oc-cf.org
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I would recommend hiking in the early
morning during the hotter months. The
trail divides, one way leading to an
amphitheater, the other leading to a native
plant nursery, where native plants are sold.
Further down the trail, I came across a
bird bath and feeder. My camera was able
to capture the silhouette of a pigeon and a
minuscule blue bird, both pecking at bird
seed. 
My dad took a trip to the Tucker

Wildlife Sanctuary when he was in ele-
mentary school as part of a Fullerton pro-
gram from the 1970’s called the Youth
Science Center. He remembered visiting
Tucker’s Observation Porch, which unfor-
tunately was closed when we went due to
repairs. From the bridge leading to the
Observation Porch, I was able to see a
dried up riverbed, which reminds visitors
of the ongoing California drought.  
The Sensory Garden Trail is across the

street from the main part of the sanctuary
and next to the museum and gift shop. It
loops around a scenic area filled with
plants native to Southern California,
including black sage, coastal sagebrush,
wild rose, lemonade berry and others.
Hiking down the paved path, I noticed
that many of the plants had distinctive
smells. The fragrance was overwhelming.
The tranquil trail is also perfect for pho-
tography and bird-watching. 
While the cool morning air was still

blowing, I decided to take a hike on the
Chaparral Trail, which offers a panoramic
view of Modjeska Canyon. The sun shone
directly on me as I hiked through the
desert landscape. Visitors can use the
pamphlets provided to take short self-
guided nature tour of a chaparral commu-
nity. I would recommend bringing water.
It’s important to stay hydrated. 
Flores Peak is visible from a small, shad-

ed rest stop. The peak is named after an
outlaw who was chased by a posse to the
top of the mountain and managed to
escape by leaping from the cliff on horse-

back. Flores was later captured and
brought to Los Angeles.
Next to the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary is

the Harding Truck Trail, a strenuous
climb up the mountain that takes several
hours. A sign suggests that visitors should
attempt this trail in the cooler months
between December and May. According
to a posted map, if you wanted to take
Harding to Laurel Springs, it would take
five and a half hours. From Harding to
Main Divide, the hike would take nine
hours. Since it was a hot summer day and
the trail offered no shade, I decided to
turn back and follow the trail down to the
shaded region of the canyon. On my way
out, I came across an eye-catching warn-
ing sign left over from the Santiago Fire. 
I cooled off in the air-conditioned

Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary Natural
Science Center. Adjacent to the building
was a picnic area, perfect for a family
lunch. Inside, a hands-on activity center
gave a bird’s eye view of the canyon. There
was also a display of taxidermy. All kinds
of stuffed animals lined the back wall of
the Science Center. In small glass cages, I
was able to spot slumbering snakes and
other amphibians. Each glass display had
a description of what was inside. The
Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary and Modjeska
Canyon are wonderful places for the peo-
ple of Orange County to hike and enjoy
nature. 
In order to view my video, all you have

to do is visit the Fullerton Observer web-
site, click on the “Videos” tab and click on
the words “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly to
my page or click on the following link:
https://youtu.be/FbhW4NAIMGk.

Video Column Suggestions? 
Readers with suggestions about an 

interesting event or historic location that
would make a good video column, can
email me at  littleemerson1@gmail.com.

COLUMNISTS

Trekking Through 
Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary

Now that it’s summer, I wanted to
inform Fullerton residents about a lesser-
known area of Orange County that still
retains the authentic feel of the county’s
rural past. The Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary,
located in beautiful Modjeska Canyon,
makes for a fun family day-trip. Run by
the College of Natural Science and
Mathematics at Cal State Fullerton, the
nature preserve functions as a field
research center for college students. It pro-
motes science and environmental educa-
tion for students and the general public,
also offering field trips for schools and
special events for the community. The
sanctuary is open Tuesday through
Sunday from nine in the morning to four
in the afternoon. 
In 1929, Benjamin and Dorothy Tucker

opened their observation porch in the
Santa Ana Mountains to the public. The
sanctuary is home to over eighty-five
species of birds and includes a science cen-
ter with hands-on activities and displays
for kids. In 2007, the Santiago Fire caused
heavy damage to the area surrounding the
sanctuary and a warning sign still remains
on one of the trails. There are three trails:
Oakwood, Sensory Garden, and
Chaparral.
On the road to Modjeska Canyon, I

passed the Orange County Mining
Company and a toll road. There were no
signs directing people to the Tucker
Wildlife Sanctuary for miles, so I just had
to keep driving until I eventually reached
a turn-off with a sign pointing toward my
destination. 
Visitors park next to the Oakwood

Trail, a popular stop for birds migrating
from Alaska to the bottom of South
America. I immediately noticed a wood-
en-fenced area surrounding a windmill,
which is home to Henry, a 70-year-old
Mojave Desert Tortoise who travels to
Orange County schools as part of an envi-
ronmental education program. The desert
tortoise also happens to be the official rep-
tile of the states of California and Nevada.
I was able to film Henry eating lettuce. 
Continuing down the path, I found

myself walking next to a beautiful brook
running adjacent to a stone wall, which
eventually turned into a pond filled with
colorful Koi fish. The fish seemed to think
I was there to feed them and followed me
as I passed the pond with my camera. 
Placed throughout the Oakwood Trail

are wooden structures with signs about
plants and wildlife. The path follows a
garden of cacti, which circles into an
unshaded region. 

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little  © 2016

This is the summer before sophomore
year. Having finished my first year of high
school, I should have taken this summer
to finally relax, right?
Thirty years ago, yes. My parents had

the most relaxing summers during their
high school years, it seems. Summer
equated to no stress, no school! They
spent their summers participating in fun
activities, and when there was
nothing left to do, they sim-
ply did nothing. College,
after all, was years away.
Sadly, my new generation

of high schoolers does not
have it that easy. We are pres-
sured from the beginning of
our lives to become the best
we can be and all around
amazing academically, athleti-
cally, and artistically. After all,
aren’t we super-humans?
Aren’t we all special and extraordinary,
capable of achieving the impossible? 
Shouldn’t we appreciate being thrust

into so many activities at once, because
others may not have the opportunities to
do so and doesn’t every parent aspire to see
their children graduate from Harvard,
Yale, and the like?
I myself can testify to being a victim of

pressure, but not exactly from my parents.
They respect the person I want to be. Al
the while, I understand the struggle for
many who want to do everything - but
can’t. Those who wish they had their life
in order - but don’t. The young high
schoolers who really just want to live the
rest of their childhood, yet are constrained
by the pressure of our changing society to
mature quickly, because before you know
it, you will be off to college! It is quite a
scary thought.
Thus, teenagers like me feel the necessi-

ty to burn out even more during the sum-

mertime because this is a time that should
be taken advantage of - to take as many
college courses, study for as many SAT
and AP tests, prepare for presenting your
best self to colleges…but where is the
room for fun? Where is the time to really
take a breather, because hey, you just com-
pleted another strenuous year of school?
When is there an opportunity to smile?

Unfortunately, today’s
society does not give kids
the time they need to have
a childhood, myself includ-
ed. I personally am using
my summer to do things I
enjoy - traveling, volleyball
camps, reading books,
swimming, learning new
skills, and calmly preparing
for the next school year -
even as I keep the future
standardized tests in mind.

There is no need to put myself into a
stressful environment if that experience
does not reflect who I truly am. 
I have been teaching debate to younger

students because it is something I truly
love, not just another task to get through.
Tutoring my sister this summer to help
her with the subjects she struggled with
during the school year has taught me
patience and virtue, because I am helping
a person I love strengthen her knowledge,
as I was once helped.
Needless to say, balance is key. If you

love summer camps as much as I do, go
for it! If you value the summertime to
learn something new, I am sure you will
succeed! Heck, if you want to spend your
summer finding the cure to cancer, I wish
you all the luck! Just do not forget to save
time for yourself, and remember who you
really are. Because when all else fails, it is
the faith you hold in yourself that will
persevere. Good luck!

“Speaking of... by C.C. Lee © 2016
College Stress Before 

Sophomore Year is a Choice

“Like a welcome
summer rain,
humor 

may suddenly
cleanse and cool 
the earth, the air
and you.”

- LANGSTON HUGHES
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TUES, AUGUST 2

•4:30pm -7:30pm: National
Night Out at Independence Park,
801 W. Valencia Ave. A neighbor-
hood event designed to strengthen
police community relationships
and heighten crime prevention.
Hot dogs, game and information
booths, activities, displays by
CERT, SWAT, FPD K9’s and more.
Free. Call Officer Juanita Juarez at
714-738-6836 for more informa-
tion.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City

Council Meeting, at City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth.  Sister
City Jr Ambassadors; District vot-
ing Public Hearing on selection of
final map; $1,669,000 contract for
Hillcrest Park stairway to nowhere;
West Coyote Hills Update; SRO;
KaBoom! Grant for Gilbert Park; 

WED, AUGUST 3
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park (next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce  including
summer fruit, eggs, flowers, plants,
baked goods, nuts, and more
straight from the farmer. Easy park-
ing. Rain or shine.
•7pm: 2016 Presidential

Campaign Analysis at the Nixon
Library features experts Geoff
Cowan, president of the Annenberg
Foundation, and Bob Shrum, pro-
fessor of the Practice of Political
Science at USC, who will also sign
his new book “Let the People
Rule.” Free registration  required at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/geof
frey-cowan-and-bob-shrum-on-
2 0 1 6 - t i c k e t s -
20933374286?mc_eid=e6f0ac95d4
&mc_cid=5ae3a25774

THURS, AUGUST 4
•10am-12noon: OC Human

Relations Commission Annual
Hate Crime Report at OC Human
Relations, Bldg. B, 2nd floor board-
room, 1300 S. Grand Ave, Santa
Ana. Learn more about how Hate
Crime which is up in the county,
who the most common targets are
and more. Now, more than ever, we
must look at how we work together
to fight hate. 714-480-6579
•3pm-4pm: Fullerton School

District Dual Language Academy
Grand Opening at Raymond
Elementary. Public invited.

•4-8:30pm: •4pm-8:30pm:
Thursday Downtown Market &
Beer/Wine Garden and Dog Days
at the Downtown Plaza next to the
Museum Center on E. Wilshire
Downtown Fullerton. Arts &
Crafts and food vendors, fresh pro-
duce, kids activities, beer & wine
garden and live music. Admission
& parking are free. Bring your dog
on a leash for dog-centric vendors
and contests with prizes for fastest
eater, best trick, dog-owner look-
alike, best looking, loudest bark
and best kisser, 5:30pm to 7:30pm.

FRI AUGUST 5
•7pm: Outdoor Cinema &

Swim Nite at Fullerton
Community Center indoor swim-
ming pool and lawn, 340 W.
Commonwealth. Bring a blanket.
Enjoy the pool ( lifeguards on
duty). Pizza from Two Saucy
Broads, beers from Bootleggers
Brewery and more available for pur-
chase. The 1985 adventure comedy
“The Goonies” will be screened.
Register online  www.fullertoncon-
nect.com or call 714-738-6575. $5
(kids 2 and under are free).

FRI -SUN, AUGUST 5- 7
•La Habra Corn Festival at El

Centro Park, 201 N. Cypress St, La
Habra features one of the largest
summer parades in SoCal on La
Habra Blvd on Sat. at 9:30am
including bands and floats. Festival
at the park includes rides, attrac-
tions, food, games, craft booths,
live music and more. Fri/5:30pm-
11pm; Sat. Parade at 9:30am/festi-
val from 11am to 11pm; Sunday
11am-8pm.

SAT, AUGUST 6
•12:30pm: OLLI Jazz Series at

Florentine’s, corner of Harbor and
Commonwealth, downtown
Fullerton features lecture and per-
formance by the Docs. Doors open
at 11:30. No cover charge. Kids
welcome.

SUN, AUGUST 7
•2pm-3pm: Ian Daclucian on

Alleviating Poverty at Green Party
Meeting, Irvine Ranch Water
District Community Meeting
Center, 15500 Sand Canyon Rd,
Irvine. Reframing our approach to
solving social issues. For more info
visit www.ocgreens.org

by Joyce Mason 
© 2016

HITS & 
MISSES

CAFE SOCIETY: A Hit & a Miss
Woody Allen writes and directs approximately one

movie a year and wisely distributes them during the
summer when many moviegoers are craving more adult
theater fare.  Some of Allen’s recent films have sung
with imagination, “Midnight in Paris”; dug deeply into
character study, “Blue Jasmine”; and romped through
picture-postcard settings, “Vicky Cristina Barcelona”
and “To Rome with Love.” His trademark humor pops
up even in some of his darker films, such as the murder-
ous “Match Point.”
But “Cafe Society” struggles to find its tone, light-

hearted in many scenes and rueful in others. One char-
acter cites Socrates’ warning that “an unexamined life is
not worth living” but then adds his own riff, “the exam-
ined one is no bargain either.”  We want to see the
movie as a romantic comedy, the genre popular in the
1930s when the film is set.  However, romance takes on
a melancholy quality, and always poking on the periph-
ery of the plot is unexpected gangster-style violence.    
Bobby Dorfman (Jessie Eisenberg) leaves his parents’

Bronx apartment to try his fortunes in Hollywood, pos-
sibly with help from his Uncle Phil (Steve Carell), a suc-
cessful Hollywood agent. We meet Phil at a glamorous
Hollywood party set in a classic Art Moderne mansion
as Phil rubs shoulders with Tinseltown’s royalty. When
he receives a phone call, he’s sure it’s from Ginger
Rogers, but it turns out to be his sister Rose (Jeannie
Berlin) imploring him to find a job for her son Bobby. 
Two weeks go by before Phil meets with Bobby, who

becomes his errand boy, but Bobby is first treated to a
tour of Hollywood movie stars’ homes courtesy of Phil’s
assistant, Vonnie (Kristen Stewart).  Lovely to look at
and approachable in her demeanor—especially when
telling Bobby that she would not want to live in one of
these outsized mansions because she is happier “being
life-size”— Vonnie quickly captures the heart of the
unsophisticated Bobby. But when he tells her he is in
love with her, Vonnie confesses that she already has a
boyfriend, who is out of town much of the time.     
Her boyfriend’s identity proves to be problematic and

Bobby decides to move back to New York and work in
a nightclub owned by his older brother, Ben (Corey
Stoll), a gangster type right out of a 1930s movie, the
kind who kills his enemies and buries them beneath
poured concrete.  Bobby’s transition from errand boy to
nightclub manager is never completely believable even
though he now reports to work in a white tuxedo and
sports a slightly more confident behavior.
In the nightclub he meets Veronica (Blake Lively), a

recent divorcee who is happy to be courted by Bobby,
and soon they are married.  Both first-love Vonnie and
rejected Bobby are now married to other spouses, but
when their paths cross again, angst, regret and sadness
prevail.  Is Allen implying that married love can never
equate the joy of early romance?
Elegant parties frame this movie, first with the glam-

our of a Hollywood party where directors, actors, pro-
ducers and agents mingle and name drop, and last with
the forced celebration of a New Year’s Eve party at a
New York nightclub, the  expression on Bobby’s face
reflecting disappointment in roads not taken.
“Cafe Society” can be seen as a polished piece of film-

making with actors giving impressive performances,
even Stewart, who brings nuance and confidence to her
equivocating Vonnie, and Carell, who digs below the
cliche of greed and superficiality  in  his role as
Hollywood agent.  Eisenberg  portrays Bobby the way
Allen would have played him in his early years, a young
man both tentative and eager to make his way in the
world of work and love.  Also impressive is the cine-
matography of Vittorio Storaro, working digitally for
the first time, yet recreating a past era with soft filters
and mood-inducing light.
But Allen makes some odd choices in this movie,

inserting the subplot of gangster violence against the
dreams and unfulfilled desires of his main characters.
Cynicism trumps irony in this film, beautifully shot
and expertly acted, yet failing to engage  the hearts and
minds of its audience. 

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It.

Two Misses: Don’t Bother.

Placentia Concerts 
6:30pm-8pm • Thursdays 

Tri-City Park
2301 N. Kraemer Blvd.

Bring chairs, blankets. Non-profit
food vendors sell refreshments &
dinner options. For more info call
714-993-8232
•Aug. 4: Smokin’ Cobras (Oldies)
•Aug. 11: Mariachi Divas (Award
winning all female Mariachi band)

FREE AUGUST SUMMER CONCERTS

THURS, AUGUST 11
•3pm-8pm: Uptown Whittier

Family Street Festival at Comstock
Ave & Bailey St. in Whittier features
live music, vendors, craft booths, kid-
die rides, food booths, farmers mar-
ket. Free admission. Every Thursday
through Nov. 3rd.
•7pm: Sierra Club Meeting on

Banning Ranch & Poseidon Desal
at Coco’s Restaurant, 1250 E.
Imperial Hwy, Brea (SE corner of
State College & Imperial, west of the
57 freeway). Speakers Terry Welsh
and Steve Ray will address both proj-
ects expected to be on the California
Coastal Commission agenda soon.
Public welcome (program starts at
7:30pm).

SAT, AUGUST 13
•9am-noon: OLLI (Osher

Lifelong Learning Institute) Open
House with free refreshments and an
overview of over 140 fall classes and
activities at Ruby Gerontology
Center, south of the Arboretum on
the CSUF campus. Visit for informa-
tion about class offerings and mem-
bership. Membership for the school
year is $255 and includes all classes
and parking. You can also join for a
semester at a lower fee. Free parking
with shuttle service 8:30am-12:30pm
from State College Parking Structure
on Gym Drive off State College Blvd).
Contact OLLI VP Ron Osajima at
ronosajima@gmail.com or call 714-
779-4140 with questions. Also visit
www.olli.fullerton.edu or call 657-
278-2446 for more information.
•10am-2pm: Free SAT Practice

Tests at Fullerton Library
Conference Center Community
Room, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Presented by C2 Education. Bring a
calculator, #2 pencils, and a snack!
Get your results sent directly to you
by email. Free but register at fuller-
ton@c2educate.com with your name,
grade, and school.

WED, AUGUST 17
•8am-1pm: Fullerton Farmers’

Market 34th Anniversary at
Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia
Dr. features a produce raffle at
10:30am, children’s face painting and
music.

THURS, AUGUST 18
•7:30pm: Louisiana Bayou Lisa

Haley & the Zydekats grammy-
nominated fiddler, dancer, vocalist
and songwriter with all star Cajun
Zydeco band featuring original tunes
and Louisiana Bayou, French Celtic,
R&B and Jazz rhythms. One-of-a-
kind show for the whole family!
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201
W. Malvern, Fullerton. 714-738-
6595 or www.themuck.org.
$12.50/members; $25/non-members;
$16/students & seniors

SAT, AUGUST 27
•5:30pm-9:30pm: Fullerton

Sister City 6th Annual Taco Festival
at Fullerton Museum Plaza on E.
Wilshire between Harbor and N.
Pomona Ave. Enjoy live music featur-
ing Kid Ramos & Rhythmo Mariachi
Band, dancing, 25 booths serving
tacos from across the globe including
Poke, Indian Curry, Vegetarian
Mooshoo, Kid Friendly, Margarita
Fruit, and more plus beverages. Free
admission. Taco and beverage tickets
are $5 for three tickets. (Tacos go for
1 ticket and drinks are 3 tickets.)
Proceeds support Fullerton Sister City
Association and the Museum Center.
Call Mike Oates at 714-975-4889 or
the Museum Center for more infor-
mation.

Aztec Dance Class &
Music 7:30pm-9:30pm 

Thursdays through Aug. 25 
Amelia Mayberry Park

13201 Meyer Road, Whittier
Dance classes 7:30pm to

8:30pm then the music starts and
lasts until 9:30pm.

Fullerton Summer
Concerts

6:30pm-8:30pm • Wednesdays 
Fullerton Sports Complex, 

560 E. Silver Pine
(off Bastanchury between Harbor &

Brea)
Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic

to. Food available for purchase on-
site. The Free family arts & crafts
booth each week. For more info call
714-738-6545.
•Aug. 3: Stone Soul (70s Rock)
•Aug, 10: The Answer (Rock)

Brea Concerts in Park
6:30pm-8pm • Wednesdays 

Brea City Hall Park
401 S. Brea Blvd.

(south of Imperial Highway)

Bring chairs, blankets and a
picnic to this causal evening of
live music for all ages. For more
info call 714-990-7722.
•Aug. 3: The Urban Renewal
Project  (Soul, Hip Hop 

& Big Band)
•Aug. 10: Southland Band 

(Rock)
•Aug. 17: Moonlight Express 

(Big Band)

THURS, AUGUST 4 more
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BUENA PARK CIVIC THEATER
Ehlers Event Center, 

8150 Knott Ave., Buena Park
Tickets: 714-562-3860   

•GREASE book, lyrics & music by Jim
Jacobs and Warren Casey, performed by
students of Rydell High who take to the
stage to teach good girl Sandy how to be
cool and win the heart of bad-boy Danny.
Wear your favorite Grease costume.
Refreshments available for purchase.
Opens Aug. 5. $15/general; $13/Seniors;
$11/kids 12 & under. 

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com

•THE MAN WHO SHOT LIBERTY
VALANCE written by Jethro Compton,
from the short story by Dorothy M.
Johnson, produced and directed by Brian
Newell plays at 8pm Fri. & Sat thru
August 13 with Sunday shows thru
August 14th at 6pm. 
A young scholar from New York City

travels west in search of a new life he
arrives beaten and half-dead on the dusty
streets of Twotrees. Rescued from the
plains, the town soon becomes his home
as he finds the love of a local woman. This
love gives him purpose in a broken land,
but is it enough to save him from the
vicious outlaw who wants him dead?
•25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUN-

TY SPELLING BEE opens August 26
and plays thru Oct. 2nd. Six tweens vie
for the spelling championship spelling a
series of (potentially made-up) words in
this comedy with audience participation.

THEATER

MUCKENTHALER
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton

714-738-6595  www.themuck.org

A gallery tour of the prints of master
printmaker Richard Duardo led by
Duardo’s sister Lisa who manages Modern
Multiples will take place Thursday,
August 11 at 7:30pm.
The late Richard Duardo was known as

the “West Coast Warhol” for his often
large-scale colorful prints of famous musi-
cians and entertainers like Duke
Ellington, Miles Davis, Madonna, Jimi
Hendrix and others as well as artists like
Frida Kahlo, and even Andy Warhol him-
self (who once offered Duardo a job at the
Factory in New York). In the late 1970s
Duardo produced prints for LA punk pio-
neers the Plugz, the Brat, and the
Screamers, some of which are included in
the show. The exhibit will also include
collaborative prints made with artists
Gajin and Chaz Borjorque. 
A separate area of the show will feature

artwork by some of the many artists
whose work Duardo printed including
John Valdez, Frank Romero, Carlos
Amaraz, Camille Rose-Garcia, Bob Zoell,
Sonia Romero and others.
Duardo was born in the Boyle Heights

area of LA in 1952 and died unexpected-
ly in 2014 at his home in LA. This is the
first survey of his work since his death.
The exhibit closes August 21.

Andy Warhol Exhibit
closes August 14

Many of the drawings in this exhibition
are on view for the first time. More than
any other medium, drawing was central to
Andy Warhol’s creative output.
Throughout his lifetime, the artist created
thousands of drawings, observing and
documenting the world around him. The
drawings in this exhibit began during a
very productive period in Warhol’s life. 
In the mid 1970s he began producing

paintings and prints and incorporating
drawn lines into his print series, such as
Mao, Mick Jagger, and Gems. Warhol
often used an overhead projector to trace
the source image onto heavy drawing
paper. 
Also check out the books at the film

kiosk to see some of Warhol’s wonderful
paintings unrelated to the commercial
pop work he became famous for. 

FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
Pomona Ave, at E. Wilshire
Downtown Fullerton

714-738-6545

The artist at work in his LA studio.

Richard Duardo 
Gallery Tour

August 11, 7:30pm

Fullerton ArtWalk
Friday, August 5
6pm to 10pm

Downtown Fullerton
www.fullertonartwalk.com

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-525-4484
www.stagesoc.org

•DOGS OF WAR written and directed
by Hero P. Carlisle opens August 5 and
plays thru Sept. 11. Five rogues assemble
to pull off the perfect crime.
•MONUMENTS written and directed

by Steve Spehar opens August 19th and
plays thru Sept. 11th. Henry is putting on
a play about his death and is afraid to find
out how it ends.
•AUDITIONS: “Monique” Aug. 6 at

10am; “Desdemona: A Play About a
Handkerchief” Aug. 20 at 10am. Check
website for specifics.

CSUF GRAND CENTRAL ART CENTER 125 N. Broadway, Santa Ana
Open Tues, Wed, Thurs 11am-4pm; Fri-Sat 11am-7pm; closed Mon

714-567-7233 • www.grandcentralartcenter.com

Nowannago: Kentrifican Modes of Resistance
August 6, from 7pm to 10pm is the opening reception for installation, video and per-

formance featuring Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle & Tyler Matthew Oyer who together provide
a social critique of how we are chained to the residue of the past and how bodies
deemed “other” through labels of race, gender, and heritage are treated. - thru Oct. 16.

Days: Jesse Kees
Opening Reception

August 6, from 7pm to 10pm is the
opening reception for Batton Rouge born
artist-in-residence Jesse Kees’ new work
involving sound pieces and related draw-
ings. Through October 16.

Continuing Quadroon: 
Daniell Abrams

Continuing exhibit by performance and
video-based artist Danielle Abrams pres-
ents work based on her Queens, New York
childhood which allowed her to view the
world through the lenses of her two cul-
tural backgrounds; her Jewish mother and
African-American father. This work deals
with the disparities between the black
community and the “white world.” The
exhibit is up thru Sept. 11.

Exploring the Nowannago, Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle and Tyler Matthew Oyer. 

LA Art for a Day by Train by Marjorie Kerr 

Do  you want to go to LA for a day
without driving the 5 freeway?  It can be
done by taking the Metrolink or Amtrak
from our Fullerton train station.  
You might want to plan your day-trip

out in advance. You can do that by getting
a copy of the free “Art Scene” brochure
found at the Fullerton Museum
Center or Muckenthaler
Cultural Center. The brochure
lists current exhibits, along with
maps showing gallery locations.
You can park your car nearby

the Amtrak/Metrolink station
(located on East Santa Fe) on the
top level of the city parking
structure at the end of Malden
for 72 hours.  Park near the ele-
vator to go to the 2nd level
where there is access to the
bridge across Harbor to the train
depot.  On the way you will pass
a Metrolink  ticket vending
machine (there is another
Metrolink ticket vending machine at the
station located on the  walkway behind
the foot bridge crossing the tracks).  
The automated machine has instruc-

tions to follow for buying your ticket to
Union Station – one way is $4.25, while a
round trip is $8.50.  The Metrolink
schedule goes to LA until 9am and returns
after 3pm.  
With luck you may find a friendly fel-

low rider who can help navigate the auto-
mated instructions!  You can use a credit
card or cash to purchase the ticket (though
Metrolink is considering dropping the cash

option. See page 18 for that story).  There is
a stiff fine if you board without a ticket!
If you decide instead to use Amtrak

Surfliner you can buy your ticket in the
station depot from a real person.  Have
your ID and cash or credit card ready.
Adult/senior fare is considerable more

than the Metrolink.        
The ride to Union

Station is about 45 min-
utes.  There is an informa-
tion booth near the exit to
the street where you can get
a Dash Bus map.  The Dash
Bus stop is across the street
from the station.  You want
to take the B Dash bus to
the financial district.
Remember to take quarters
for the fifty cent fare.  The
bus stops at the Catholic
Cathedral, Music Center
(Grand Park), Broad
Museum, Museum of

Contemporary Art,  and continues on
Grand with a loop around the LA Public
Library to 7th and Grand for the return
trip.
You can catch the A Dash bus at Grand

across the street from the Music Center to
go to Little Tokyo, the Geffen Museum,
Japanese Cultural Center etc.  
When you are ready to go home, you

can walk from the Geffen to the Union
Station or return by Dash buses to the sta-
tion for your trip back to Fullerton.
By this time you will have sensory over-

load and need to plan another Day in L.A.

CITY OF BREA ART GALLERY
Brea Civic & Cultural Center 
1 Civic Center Circle, Brea
(corner of Randolph Ave. 

and Birch Street)
714-990-7731

Social Subconscious
An exhibit featuring artists working in

the realm of socially-engaged art presents
thought provoking works shedding light
on both local and global topics of concern
from pollution to homelessness. Closes
September 17.

Brea Taste of the Arts
Brea Fest at the gallery from 6:30pm-

10pm Friday, August 19 features interac-
tive art displays and a canned food drive.
Bring a canned food item for free admis-
sion.
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Major Martin Gerald Vertson, USAF,
Ret, age 82, entered eternal life on May
26, 2016, after a courageous, two-year
battle with pancreatic cancer. His loving
wife of 55 years, Marion, and their chil-
dren were present with him at their
Fullerton home when he joined Our Lord
in heaven. 
Martin was born August 7, 1933, to

John and Marie (Sargo) Vertson at Queen
of Angels Hospital in Los Angeles. His sis-
ter, Pauline J. Vertson, was born prior to
him on July 15, 1927. He grew up in Brea
and attended St. Mary’s School
(Fullerton), Brea-Olinda High School,
Fullerton Junior College, and UCLA.
Martin entered the United States Air

Force in 1953 and graduated Navigator
Training as a 2nd Lieutenant, Air Force
Navigator in 1955. He flew C119 aircraft
out of Pope Air Force Base, North
Carolina, until he entered Air Force Pilot
Training at Webb Air Force Base, Texas in
1958. Martin graduated top of his class in
academics and flying when he received his
Pilot Wings in 1959. While visiting a
friend in Rochester, New York, Martin
met his true love, Marion R. Taube, on a
blind date in 1959. Martin and Marion
were married on February 11, 1961, at
Our Mother of Sorrows Catholic Church
in Greece, New York.

Martin remained in active military serv-
ice as an aircraft commander until 1966,
after which he began a distinguished
career with United Airlines. Martin and
Marion purchased an old homestead on
40 acres in Tollhouse, California in 1989,
and they named it the “Flying V Ranch”.
Martin retired from United Airlines
(1992) and the United States Air Force
Reserves (1993) to raise cattle & chickens,
chop wood, and drive his tractor; joined
in his endeavors with his loyal, yellow
Labrador named Billy. Martin and
Marion became avid “cruisers”; amassing
over 400 sea days and enjoying exotic
ports-of-call, midnight buffets, and mak-
ing new friends from around the world.

Martin and Marion raised a family of 6
daughters and 2 sons and are grandpar-
ents to 17 grandchildren. He was a resi-
dent of Fullerton for 46 years and a resi-
dent of Tollhouse for 25 years. Martin was
a longtime parishioner of St. Angela
Merici Catholic Church in Brea and
Infant Jesus of Prague Catholic Church in
Tollhouse. He was a member of the
Reserved Officer Assoc., Retired United
Pilot Assoc., American Legion, the
Republican Party, and Toy Train
Operating Society (T.T.O.S.).
Martin was a loving, generous father

and a proud, caring Papa. He was honest,
respectful, genuine, and all considered
him a true gentleman. He was a loyal and
trustworthy friend with a great sense of
humor and always there to lend a helping
hand. Martin was a beloved husband to
his “Rose” and would tell her, “This I will
remember,  when the rest of life is
through: the finest thing I’ve ever done is
simply loving you.”
Martin’s parents were born in Milna,

Croatia, and he was proud of his heritage,
especially when he cooked tripe and his
trademark spaghetti. Family and friends
joined him often to watch his favorite old
movies, especially musicals, while eating
stove-popped popcorn. He enjoyed Fox
News and Los Angeles Angels games. He
was a dapper gentleman and could often

be found at Nordstrom shopping for suits,
shirts, and ties with matching pocket
squares.
Survived by his wife of 55 years, Marion

R. Vertson; daughter, Marie E. Martin
(Pat); son, John A. Vertson II (Kathy);
daughter, Cynthia A. Papazis (Angelos);
daughter, Victoria L. Muffie (Chris); son,
Martin A. Vertson (Catherine); daughter,
Karen L. Tadros (George); daughter, Ann
K. Berger (Scott), and daughter, Rebecca
S. Partida (Arthur). 
He is also survived by his adoring

grandchildren Jennifer Martin, Erin
Martin Picon (Eric), Jered Martin, Haley
Vertson, Nolan Vertson, Alexander
Papazis, McKenna Papazis, Lauren
Papazis, Joshua Papazis, Logan Papazis,
Jack Papazis, Caroline Muffie, Bailey
Vertson, Madison Vertson, Martin
Tadros, Allison Berger, and Erica Berger;
and niece, Carol Crow Rinde. 
Predeceased by his father, John A.

Vertson I; his mother, Marie L. Vertson;
his sister, Pauline J. Crow, and his broth-
er-in-law, James L. Crow.
In lieu of flowers contributions may be

made to the Lustgarten Foundation/Cure
Pancreatic Cancer (www.lustgarten.org)
and The Missionaries of Charity Brothers,
1316 South Westlake Avenue, Los
Angeles, California 90006.

Burt L. Taylor
One day after his 95th

birthday, Burt L. Taylor died
peacefully in Napa, CA.  He
was born in Leavittsburg,
Ohio, on June 15, 1921.  
His first love was airplanes,

which he first flew in high
school.  During World War II
he was a Navy fighter pilot in
the Pacific on the Yorktown
CV-10 Aircraft Carrier.  His
Fighting Squadron Five
fought many dangerous bat-
tles in their Grumman F6F
Hell Cats during a 13-month
combat tour.
After the war he married his

high school sweetheart Doris
Bauman.  Last year they cele-
brated their 72nd wedding
anniversary.  Burt got his engi-
neering degree from Carnegie
Tech and worked in the
NACA lab in Cleveland, on
their propulsion team.  
In 1952 he moved to

Southern California, living in
Fullerton for 60 years.  During
his engineering career, which
spanned 33 years, he helped

design the X-10 Aircraft and
the Navaho Missile.
Eventually, he was a civilian
advisor to the US Air Force,
working at the Aerospace
Corp.  
Besides designing airplanes

he also made models of them.
He focused on planes from the
World Wars and gave his col-
lection of models, over 600 in
all, to the Yank’s Museum in
Chino, CA.
His family of Doris and

their 3 children, Eric, Karl and
Jean were his true love.  Burt
also loved the outdoors, espe-
cially hiking in the High
Sierras and exploring Native
American ruins in the
Southwest.  He loved tradi-
tional Dixieland Jazz as well,
playing trombone in both the
Fullerton Gassers Band and
for 50 years in his own group,
the Original Bienville Jazz
Band.
Burt was buried in a private

service in Napa, CA.  

During World War II he was a Navy fighter pilot 
in the Pacific on the Yorktown CV-10 Aircraft Carrier. 

In 1956, Harold and Lee Graber decided to leave
their home in Kansas and settle in the growing city
of Fullerton.  Encouraged by long time friends who
had already made the move, Gladys and Lester
Buell, they arrived in October 1956 with their 3
children, and soon settled into the home where they
would live for the rest of their lives.  
The move to Fullerton was also a transition in

Lee’s life.  In Kansas she had been a nurse and
worked with her husband to build his medical prac-
tice.  Here she became a stay-at-home Mom to raise
the 3 children.  However, her version of stay-at-
home wasn’t really all that “stay at home“.  She
threw herself into school activities
and charity organizations of all
kinds.  She was a ‘worker bee”.  She
was never hesitant to roll up her
sleeves and do whatever was needed
to get the job done.  
PTA, National Charity League,

Needle Work Guild, Assistance
League, Cal State Fullerton Art
Alliance, Mother Goose Guild, her
church; and more.  She held vari-
ous offices in these organizations,
from President on down to clean-
ing the pots and pan… doing both
the glamorous  and mundane.  And
approaching the mundane with the
same enthusiasm as the glamorous.
In 1976 her efforts were recognized
by being named “Fullerton’s
Woman of the Year.  An honor she
had earned.
In 1981, her husband Harold died.  She increased

her activities at St Paul’s Lutheran Church, contin-
ued her volunteer work and enjoyed informal ‘get-
togethers’ with her friends.  These included a yearly
group attendance at Cal State Fullerton’s “Concert
Under the Stars”; and a yearly Christmas party for
single and widowed friends at her home.  
She also belonged to an informal “Explorer

Group” of friends who would search out unusual
places for supplies to make table centerpieces for
charitable events, (which became somewhat of a
trademark activity for her).  They could be found
picking over piles of slag glass at the old Glass
Container Company in west Fullerton, or searching
out discount houses in Los Angeles for inexpensive
craft materials 
Later in the 1980’s she began to be seen more

often with her long time neighbor, George Ashman.
It was a period of comfort and stability, with the
added excitement of travel.  George’s family became
part of her extended family.  

Her life took another turn at the end of the cen-
tury.  At her 60th high school reunion in Herington,
Kansas, she became re-acquainted with fellow high
school student, Ed Krieger.  After a whirlwind
courtship they married in the final days of the last
century, December 28, 1999.  More travel followed,
but Alzheimer’s disease started to slowly take its toll. 
At the end of 2007 she entered Sunny Ridge

Manor Home in Fullerton, a private board & care
home where she received excellent care.  Ed contin-
ued a faithful husband, visiting daily as long as he
was able.  He died in 2012.
Her life prior to coming to Fullerton built the

foundation for her contributions
here. She was born in  September
1918 in Herington, Kansas.  She
graduated from high school in
1936 in the middle of the
Depression, and went into nurses
training.   After completing nurs-
es training, she did private duty
nursing and worked as a
Stewardess on the Rock Island
Train line.  
World War  II soon interceded

and she found herself up-rooted
and working as a nurse at the
military airbase in Wichita,
Kansas.   Somewhere along the
way, she met a young doctor ,
Harold Graber.  They were mar-
ried on New Year’s Day, 1944.
He was in the Service, and they

initially lived in Laredo, Texas during his training.
He spend the final part of the war in the Pacific.
When he returned and was discharged, together
they opened a medical practice in Nickerson, KS -
the only doctor and nurse team in the town.  
They later moved to a larger town, Hutchinson,

KS; and started a family.  And from that beginning,
the Fullerton chapter of her life began.
On early Saturday morning, June 25, 2016, Lee

Graber-Krieger quietly passed away after a long ill-
ness.  She leaves a legacy of kindness and generosity;
of  boundless energy and curiosity.  
She is survived by her children, son David and

wife Mary, son Tim and daughter Cindy.   She was
preceded in death by husbands, Dr. Harold Graber
(died 1981) and Edward Krieger, (died 2012).  
A Memorial Service is planned on Sat. Aug 6,

10:30 am, at St. Paul‘s Lutheran Church, 111. W.
Las Palmas Drive, Fullerton 92835.
In lieu of donations, please consider performing a

‘random act of kindness’ for someone today in her
memory.

Martin Gerald “Marty” Vertson

Alice Lee Graber-Krieger



AUGUST 2016 FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 17

Orangethorpe
Christian 
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE

FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

LOCAL

CONGREGATIONS

WELCOME  YOU

TRIBUTES

Mildred and Wayne Burtt celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary on July
24.  Long time Fullerton residents, they
were married on July 26, 1946 at the
California Heights Methodist Church
in Long Beach, California.  They began
their family in Santa Ana before moving
to Fullerton in 1959 where they raised
their three sons, Richard, Randy and
Greg in the same Sunny Hills home
where they have lived for the past 57

years.  Active members of the First
Presbyterian Church, and for many
years involved in Fullerton community
work, they retired to years of world trav-
el, their grandchildren and volunteer
work.  
They celebrated their 70th year

together with their sons and their wives.
In addition to their three sons, they have
seven grandchildren, and nine great-
grandchildren.

Happy 70th Anniversary Wayne & Mildred

Janet Drake Slocum
Janet Drake Slocum passed away peace-

fully on Friday, July 1, 2016 at the age of
83. Janet was born in Newton,
Massachusetts to John Harold Drake and
Agnes Grant and had one brother, Robert,
and two sisters Betty and Barbara. After
graduating from high school in Wellesley,
MA. in 1950 she attended Duke
University, where she received a bachelor’s
degree in political science.
Janet married Richard Dullum Slocum

of East Orange, New Jersey in 1956 and
relocated to Fullerton, California in 1961. 
She was actively involved in several

philanthropic activities including The
Mother Goose Guild, Fullerton Nursery
School, Assistance League and National
Charity League. Janet worked as a guid-
ance technician at Fullerton Union High
School for 16 years. She was blessed with
a great sense of humor and enjoyed travel,

reading, spending time with friends and
family; and was an avid history buff.
Janet was preceded in death by her par-

ents, brother, sister, husband and son.
Janet is survived by her daughters

Nancy Olsen and Barbara Doctor (hus-
band Jonathan); grandchildren Christian
Kapena Olsen, Katelyn Olsen, William
Doctor, and Lauren Doctor; as well as her
sister, Barbara Lobrano, and many nieces
and nephews.
Janet, affectionately referred to as GG

(gorgeous grandma), was fortunate to
have lived a happy life, adored by her fam-
ily and friends. She will be greatly missed
and fondly remembered.
Janet was laid to rest in a private cere-

mony. Donations may be made to Duke
University, in memory of Janet D.
Slocum. Gifts can be made online at
https://dukeforward.duke.edu/ways-to-
give/annual-fund.   

Rest in Peace • We Remember You HAPPY ANNIVERSARY !

Leonor Murcia passed peacefully on
March 5, 2016 at the age of 78, surround-
ed by her family in Los Angeles,
California.  She is survived by her hus-
band, Humberto, her three children,
Martha Townsend (husband Tim), Nelson
Murcia (wife Terri) and Anabel Porter, her
three beloved grandchildren; Collin
Murcia, Katherine and Geoffrey Porter as
well as her sister Emma Caicedo and sis-
ter-in-law, Ileana Murcia.   A funeral mass
was held at St. Angela de Merici Catholic
Church in Brea.  
Leonor was born on April 19, 1937 in

Cali, Colombia and raised by her mother
Soledad “Mima” Caicedo Ceron, the sec-
ond youngest of five. Leonor fell in love,
and married Humberto, on December 10,
1957 in Cali.  Leonor and Humberto’s
spirit of adventure led them to Fullerton
where they shared a rich 59 years of mar-
riage. 

Leonor was known to friends and fami-
ly as a warm, loving, spunky, lucky, and
fiercely independent woman.  Her com-
passion shined daily, ultimately leading to
her calling as a licensed vocational nurse
where she shared her passion for giving
with lifelong friends at the Pico Rivera
Health Center for 25 years until her
retirement in 1995.
Leonor was a loving mother to her chil-

dren; they were her life.  This love spilled
over to her grandchildren who she adored,
as well as her son-in-law and daughter-in-
law.  She was an amazing cook.  Her spir-
it of adventure was evident in her love of
travel.  
Leonor leaves behind a legacy of life-

long friendships and cherished memories.
Everyone whose lives she touched will
dearly miss Leonor and remember her
generosity in giving selflessly to friends
and family.

Leonor Murcia de Caicedo
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BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5       www.michellegottlieb.com

OUT OF TOWN NEWS

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE
& FAMILY THERAPY

The Orange Section ARRL
which is a world and national
organization related to amateur
radio came to town on Saturday
and Sunday June 25-26 to con-
duct field tests of Ham radio
equipment.  
Field Day took place at various

locations around the county. The

purpose of the event is to, “com-
municate worldwide and educate
people on how Ham radio is used
for fun as a hobby and in helping
out during disasters when all
power is lost,” said ARRL OC
public information coordinator
and Fullerton resident David
Lopez. 

Above: Doug Wood guides Boy Scout Jacob Walsh in making a contact
on the GOTA (Get On The Air) station.

Boy Scouts Contact People Around the
World at Annual Field Day Event

Texas at the Library: 
Jere Greene shot the photo above of students visiting town from Texas.

Leaders from the IRS and state tax
agencies along with executives from the
private-sector tax industry marked the
first year of their ground-breaking
Security Summit partnership to com-
bat identity theft tax fraud.
The IRS and partners were able to

stop $1.1 billion in fraudulent refunds
claimed by identity thieves on over
171,000 tax returns from January
through April 2016. 
There were $754 million in fraudu-

lent refunds claimed on 141,000
returns from the same period in 2015.

Complete information including
other documents are online at IRS.gov
- https://www.irs.gov/uac/security-
summit-partners-update-identity-
theft-initiatives-for-2017

My son recently moved to 925 W. La Palma, in
Anaheim, at the intersection with Mayfair.  He
has received numerous tickets and was towed last
Monday, July 25, 2016.  He and his lady both
have vehicles but only one parking space at their
apartment complex.
Yesterday, my daughter went to my son's apart-

ment to babysit their son and her vehicle was
towed.  She called me to provide transportation
and funds to pay for the towing, tickets, and late
vehicle registration. (I am not condoning not
paying for parking tickets and registration.) 
My son needs a babysitter to watch his son

while he works but whoever takes on
the job can’t park anywhere without
getting ticketed.
It was yesterday that I found out

that there is the possibility that I too
could be ticketed for parking on
Mayfair when I want to visit my son,
his lady, and my grandson.  Now I
will be unable to visit them.

The reason given by an Anaheim police officer
yesterday (who was friendly and courteous) is
that the area my son lives in is a high crime area.
Apparently an Anaheim police officer was shot
there recently, which is a tragedy in my opinion.
Now my son has to find a safer area to live

where he can park his vehicle.  I believe it is rea-
sonable to expect to be able to park one's vehicles
where one lives and to have babysitters and
friends be able to do so as well.
I wish I had a solution to this parking dilem-

ma.  I can understand why the Anaheim Police
Department does not want vehicles on the street
which may be part of an ongoing crime investi-
gation.  But, I do not think it is fair to residents
of such crime areas to not be able to legally park
next to their residences.
Thank you for your attention and making the

public aware.  Maybe if enough residents com-
plained about the parking problems solutions
could be found.

Don  Waterbury Fullerton

Unfair Parking & Towing

COMMUNITY OPINIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

RE: Richman Park
Homeless Problems

I have reached out to the city numerous times
regarding this park.  I understand homelessness is
a crisis facing the entire country, especially the
west coast.  
The problem I have with just letting people

live at the park is that it is also a playground, and
home to sports fields used by soccer, baseball and
football.  Kids are here throughout the year and
during games and practices, parents don’t feel
safe letting kids use the restrooms without an
escort the entire time.  The picnic shelter near
the restroom is always inhabited by homeless and
their belongings are stored near the restrooms.  
The park is for families and children but

because of the homeless camping out there, that’s
not what it is being used for.  
By allowing homeless to take up residence, the

city is serving a small portion of the population
and forcing the rest of the population to either 1)
avoid the park altogether or 2) go there for sports
practices only and be fearful of having your kids

use the restroom.  
I know the park “closes” at sunset but I also

know this rule is not really enforced.  I have
called at dark when people are still there and I’ve
been told by the police department that they can
encourage people to move along but if they don’t,
the police department cannot force them to go
elsewhere.  I understand that because where are
they going to go?  Moving them along doesn’t
solve the housing problem.  
Until the city/state can address the housing

needs for homeless I would rather see the ordi-
nance lifted that says the park closes at dark and
allow people to sleep there if needed (since they
are doing it anyway and FPD can’t strictly
enforce it) and instead, not allow homeless to live
there and store their belongings there during
daytime hours.  This way families can enjoy the
park for what it is intended for and the sports
games and practices can go on without being sur-
rounded by homeless.  Then if they need a sleep-
ing space they can return at night but have to
find another location to stay during day time
hours.                  Signed, 

Another Concerned Citizen 

$1.1 Billion in
Fraudulent Refunds
Stopped by IRS
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The Fullerton Observer provides
space for NEIGHBORS to advertise.
To participate you must have a local
phone number. Contractors must pro-
vide valid license. Editor reserves right
to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not
accept date ads, get rich schemes or
financial ads of any sort. Call 714-
525-6402 for details. 
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50

words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free
and lost and found item listings are
printed for free as space allows. 
The Observer assumes no liability for

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY,
NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean 714-349-4486

TUTORING

CROSSWORD & CLASSIFIEDS & MORE

TUTORING
Sherri Spiller, MA, holds California
Teaching Credentials in Regular and
Special Education. She offers private
tutoring in Reading, Writing, and
Math for grades K-9. Her greatest
strength is working with students who
have difficulty learning. She can be
reached at: 714-688-6241 and iteach-
la@gmail.com

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer

key to the crossword
“School Supplies” on
page 7. 

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey 
has been 

constructing puzzles 
for numerous years. 
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future! 

JOBS 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.” Check closing time.
•Public Works Engineering Positions.

Full time, $5,803-$8,443/monthly
•Senior Civil/Civil Engineer. Full

time, $6,948-$9,784/monthly
•Water System Manager/Assistant

City Engineer. Full time, $113,476-
$137,931/annually. Under general direc-
tion of the Public Works Director.
Responsible for management of the Water
Engineering and Construction Divisions,
including water system planning, quality
control, rate setting, and engineering, and
for the safe, efficient and cost-effective
administration of a variety of related func-
tions. May be assigned as the Public
Works-Engineering Deputy Director for a
10% assignment pay. 
•Police Officer Lateral/Academy

Trained. $5,868-$7,489/monthly.
Performs sworn police duties in preven-
tion of crime and enforcement, patrol,
investigation, traffic, special assignments
•Police Officer Trainee. $5,869-

$6,470/monthly. Performs variety of non-
sworn law enforcement duties, attends
education program for employment as
officer.
•Police Dispatcher $23-$30/hr. Non-

benefited.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. $10.50-

$12/hr. Non-benefited. 
•Community Services Specialist $11-

$12/hr. Non-benefited.
•Community Services Leader $10-

$10.75/hr. Non-benefited.

CITY JOB OPENINGS

ads placed here. However, if you have
a complaint or compliment about a
service,  please let us know at 714-
525-6402.  
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go

to the California State Contractor
License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov. Once there click on
the red link on the left of the page
which will take you to a screen where
you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they
are legit.   Thank You!

HANDYMAN

LICENSED 
HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dry rot, Electrical,
New, Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB
#744432. Bonded, Insured. Free
Estimates 714-738-8189

FREE HELP LINES

•TEENLINE’s number is (800)
TLC-TEEN (800-852-8336). Open
6pm to 10pm and answered by teens.
Also available online at teenlineon-
line.org.

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for non-
emergency help on any issue you are
having in OC. Free. www.211.org

•WTLC: If someone you know is, or
you are, the victim of domestic abuse,
contact the 24-hour bilingual hotline
at 877-531-5522. 

FULLERTON ARBORETUM
Visit www.fullertonarboretum.org for

updates on part and fulltime jobs and
career opportunities from gardeners to
office assistants.
•Horticulturist (advanced gardener).

Full time, occasional weekend & holi-
days/ $16-$19/hour. Benefits. FLSA non-
exempt. Assist in the care and mainte-
nance of the Arboretum’s 26 acres of plant
collections. Strong knowledge of plants
and ability to learn. Safely operate hand
and power tools and garden vehicles.
Background check.

BOOKS WANTED
OLDER ENGINEERING & 

TECHNICAL BOOKS WANTED
Engineering, physics, mathematics,

electronics, aeronautics, welding,
woodworking, HVAC, metalworking,
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+books)
preferred. Please call Deborah (714)

Should Metrolink Keep or
Remove the Cash Option?
Public comments are sought by Metrolink on

whether the cash function in station ticketing
devices should be kept or removed. 
Comments must be submitted and received

no later than Wed., Sept. 7 at noon and may be
submitted at www.metrolinktrains.com/ecom-
ments or by mail to Metrolink Ticketing,
SCRRA, One Gateway Plaza, Floor 12, Los
Angeles, CA 90012 or in person by attending
the public hearing at 10am on Sept. 9 at the
Metro Board Conference Room, One Gateway
Plaza, Floor 3, LA, CA 90012.

ROOM FOR RENT
ROOM 4 RENT

Room for rent in a quiet private home
in the Brea area. Mature male pre-
ferred. No pets. Call DeeDee at 714-
308-5227

FOR SALE
HOSPITAL BED

Basic hospital bed by Drive in excellent
condition with remote attached, plastic
covered metal with locking wheels,
adjustable rails and plastic covered mat-
tress with zipper. $200. Call Fred or Todd
Bolander at 714-732-3212 or 562-652-
3267

Fullerton 
Cooling Center 

The City of Fullerton has desig-
nated the Community Center, 340
W. Commonwealth (across the
street from city hall and the public
library) as a "Cooling Center."
The “Cooling Center” will be acti-
vated and available to all residents
whenever temperatures rise above
a certain level. Call 714-738-6575
for more information.

Day Of Music Artist Pianos for Sale
Three pianos handpainted by artists

and played at this year’s Day of Music
are available by donation. Proceeds from
the donations will be split 50/50
between the artists and the Day of
Music for next year’s event. All dona-
tions are tax deductible. 
Contact Destiny at

destiny.kismer@hotmail.com to view
the pianos or make an offer.

•$700: 400 N. Malden near corner of
Chapman (pictured above)/ artist
Jennifer Hernandez
•$1,200: 220 N. Malden (in front of

Max Bloom’s Cafe Noir)/ artist Myra
Bryan
•$4,000 with mosiacs or $2,000 with-

out mosaics: By appointment in studio
of artist Denise Elliot Marshall (contact
Destiny at destiny.kismer@hotmail.com
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Patrick and Anna McGarvey celebrated Patrick’s 60th birthday and their 30th wed-
ding anniversary on a twelve night British Isles cruise which took them to Amsterdam,
Ireland, Scotland, England and France. They enjoyed a bicycle ride, a speed boat trip,
French macaroons at Laudree and Lunch at the Eiffel Tower. It was a great trip and
heightened their idea of the good life. “Travel is more than seeing the sights!”

McGarvey’s Lunch at the Eiffel Tower

“We recently returned from a cruise in
the Baltic and spent two days in St.
Petersburg, Russia. This photo was taken
in front of the Church of the Savior on
Spilled Blood also called Church on Spilt
Blood where Alexander II was gravely
wounded. We didn't go inside instead vis-
iting the gorgeous church called St.
Isaac's. 

Our St. Petersburg visit included the
Hermitage, Catherine's Summer Palace
and Peterhof, said to rival Versailles. The
Russians did know how to make extrava-
gant homes. Our cruise was with Road
Scholar and included stops in Sweden,
Denmark, German, Russia, and Estonia
where we learned about the "Singing
Revolution.” - Ellen & Fred

Fred & Ellen Lentz on Cruise

A Two
Family
Trip
The
Bultsma
and Baker
families
took a 
vacation
together 
visiting
London,
Rome and
Athens.

At right, Ivy
Baker and
Liam
Bultsma 
are in front
of the 
Trevi
Fountain 
in Rome.

Ellen Lim and daughters Katherine So
and Emily So, pictured above in a photo
taken by dad Albert, visited the plaza of
the Hirshorn Sculpture Garden in
Washington DC. In the background is the
Smithsonian Arts and Industry Building.
“The girls learned a lot and especially

enjoyed a tour of the Capitol with an aide
from Representative Royce’s office.
Katherine is one of Fullerton Junior

Ambassadors selected to visit Fukui, Japan
and already has a current Fullerton
Observer issue in her luggage ready to take
with her.”

Ellen, Katherine, & Emily in Washington DC


