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Over 150 people packed the North
OC Community College District
boardroom on April 12th.  It was
standing room only, and the public
comment period was extended
as dozens of faculty members
took the microphone and told
of their financial struggles.
NOCCCD is the only com-

munity college district in all of
Southern California that does
not cover dependent health pre-
miums or life insurance.
Faculty with dependents pay
between $800 and $1400 per
month in healthcare premiums
for their families.  For many,
this represents 15-20 percent of
their paycheck every month.
At the same time, the district holds a

$47 million reserve - far exceeding the
state’s recommended 3% to 5% for
community college reserves.
Faculty who have spent an average of

SHHS SOCCER CHAMPS:Mayor Fitzgerald honored the Sunny Hills High Boys Soccer Team, plus Coach of the Year
Mike Schade, Athletic Director Jon Caffrey, and Assistant Coaches Juan Suelto and Jordan Brinkley for the team’s 20-game winning
streak and CIF championship. Head Coach Schade said he inspires his team with tennis legend Arthur Ashe’s quote about how to excel,
“Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” - PHOTO COURTESY ERIN HASELTON CITY OF FULLERTON

7-10 years pursuing graduate and doctor-
al degrees, which generally come with
costly students loans, view the lack of ben-
efits as a lack of respect. Members of the

audience held signs stating,
“Take Care of Your
Employees” and “Respect,”
which was the theme within
each story told.  
In addition to the finan-

cial difficulties faced by
many faculty with families
to support, the lack of bene-
fit coverage at NOCCCD is
starting to significantly
impact the ability of the dis-
trict to hire and retain high
quality instructors. 

Professor of Biology, Dr. Julie Wells,
shared that she is regretfully leaving her
full-time position at Fullerton College in
order to teach full-time at Orange Coast
College.  “I will pay $92 a month for ben-
efits for my family,” said Wells. “This is in
contrast to our district where I pay almost
$1,100 a month.”  The Fullerton College
Math Department is also losing faculty
member Dr. R.J. Dolbin, who will be
moving to Irvine Valley College in the fall
because of the lack of dependent benefits.
Dolbin, who hopes to start a family in the
future, wants to ensure that providing the
basic necessity of health care premiums
will not eat up his take-home income.  
The night ended with Fullerton College

student Christopher Lim speaking up for
his instructors. “Students want professors
to be taken care of” said Lim. “Faculty
care about students and it’s the board’s job
to take care of faculty.”  

Professors Protest Lack of Dependent Health Benefits

North OC
College
District
employee
benefits are
lowest among
all districts in
southern
California.

Professors protest lack of benefits. There are 501
full-time faculty and about 1200 total employees
in the North OC Community College District.

HIGH DENSITY DEVELOPMENT: A NEW APPROACH?
by J. Reifer & J. Rands
BACKGROUND

The Downtown Core and Corridors
Specific Plan (DCCSP) is a massive zoning
change plan, as-yet unadopted, allowing the
streamlining of high-density mixed use
building projects in 7 new city districts cov-
ering 1310 acres. It addresses the
Downtown and most of the following major
streets (“corridors”): Harbor, Chapman,
Commonwealth, Euclid, Orangethorpe, and
a small section of Raymond.
If adopted, it would be the largest Specific

Plan in Fullerton’s history, with over 8,000
houses and commercial properties in or near
the plan area. Most of the existing houses
and businesses would find their properties or
uses “non-conforming.” The current plan
provided that homes and businesses would
have been allowed to stay until they were
sold, but would not have been able to do
simple upgrades and expansions.
Over many months, residents and a pub-

lic committee of thirty-six stakeholders were
asked for their input on the plan. 

continued on page 8
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community. 
This venture is a not-for-profit one with

all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton resi-

dents about the institutions and other socie-
tal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. 
Through our extensive local calendar and

other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest are

accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:
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____________________________
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dents who spoke English as a second lan-
guage.  They helped students in selecting
classes, filling out financial aid applica-
tions, and familiarizing themselves with
the campus.
The Tutoring Center was right next

door where any students could come in
and ask for help with difficult subjects.
Most foreign born students went there

and asked for assistance with
English.  Students would
have weekly appointment to
work with a tutor, who
helped with the subject mat-
ter.
Many times in my classes, I

asked my professors to spell
the words or to slow down so
I could take notes, and they
would tell me “If I slow
down, everyone will go to
sleep except you.  Why don’t
you write down what you
don’t get and we can work on
it later.”  Great solution and
very kind teacher!  I would
come see teachers during
their office hours to ask my
questions.  Most of the time,
they were able to help me, but
once in a while, they would
look at my notes and said “I
am sorry, I don’t know what
you mean by that.”  I must

have written haphazard notes because
even I didn’t know what I meant.
My educational goal was modest:  I

should get an AA Degree and then go to
work.  But after the first semester, I real-
ized my mind was still sharp, even though
I had lived without resources under the
communist regime for 5 years and in a
refugee camp for almost six months.  
I was doing well and got good grades.

At the end of the school year, my English

As stated in my column “Free Two Year
College Won’t Bankrupt US” (Mid Feb
2015), after arriving in the US and taking
ESL class that summer, by fall, I was set to
go with the CETA (Comprehensive
Employment and Training Act) program.
That was a 3-month training course after
which I was to go find a job to make a liv-
ing.  But that didn’t happen.  My older
brother wanted me to continue
my education.  
He took me to Fullerton

College and asked to talk to the
president.  He proudly intro-
duced his newly arrived sister; the
man in charge of Fullerton
College asked me a question, but
I didn’t quite get it, so I respond-
ed “Would you repeat that,
please?”  Both men laughed out
loud, and I had no clue why.
When my brother and I walked

to his car, I asked him why they
laughed.  My brother smiled
“Well, he asked you “How well
do you know English,” and you
asked him to repeat his question,
so he knew right away how much
you know.”  I was a very embar-
rassed.
English was not easy to learn.

It’s a very colorful language; the
same word can have different
meanings depending on the con-
text, and the same situation can be
described in many ways.  
I was good at English grammar. I could

read and write a little bit better than I
could speak.  So I took the placement test
at Fullerton College.  I barely passed it
and was sent to the EOPS (Extended
Opportunity Programs and Services)
office to meet my academic counselor,
Mr. Raul Rodriguez.  He explained to me
that the office staff were there to help stu-

PASSION FOR JUSTICE  by Synthia Tran © 2016

My College Years

Election Frenzy
The 2016 presidential election is cer-

tainly sparking immense controversy, as
forerunners from both parties are bringing
up topics not traditionally debated in cer-
tain ways. As a 15-year-old high school
student, I have yet to decide my position
in politics. However, by following the
debates of both parties, I am deeply disap-
pointed. I am disappointed not
only in the candidates and their
unruly behaviors, but simply the
lack of good policy ideas. 
Oftentimes as I watch a debate,

I notice they are not even dis-
cussing something relevant to
improving our country. Yes,
everyone admits that our country
is in trillions of dollars of debt.
Yes, everyone recognizes that our
national security is not in fact
secure. Yes, our education stan-
dards need to be improved in
order to provide a better educa-
tion for future generations. 
I am certainly glad the candi-

dates seem to agree that there are
plenty of issues needing to be
addressed, but how are we to fix
the problems? 
I have not heard of any practi-

cal solutions that would work
well. Whether this is because they simply
are not being presented or because the
focus of our elections has shifted, I don’t
know. I feel as if any potentially brilliant
ideas have been lost amidst the chaos. 
One of the most shocking elements of

this election is the success and sudden
popularity of Donald Trump. His name is
hard to avoid when talking about the
Republican primaries. I have heard people
say he is the only one who could run this
country because he is a successful busi-
nessman. I have heard people support him
because he is not scared to say what he

feels, or give his opinion on
certain subjects. Perhaps peo-
ple are tired of politicians and
like to see a fresh face on
stage and in the running. 
On the other hand, people

are criticizing Trump’s sup-
porters as racists who don’t
support immigration and
would like to keep our coun-
try “whitewashed” and “igno-
rant.” They do not think
Donald Trump is qualified to
be president, as he has no
government experience, and
they say there is no way he
will get anything done in the
White House, regardless of
what he says. People who do
not support Trump are mor-
tified at his behavior in pub-
lic, and are disgusted by the
things he says. Regardless of

what people say, Trump remains the
Republican frontrunner while Ted Cruz,
who appeals to the most conservative of
conservatives, is not giving up, as he
marches on after his  Wisconsin primary
win on April 5.

The fact that Bernie Sanders is challeng-
ing former secretary of state and first lady
Hillary Clinton for the Democratic bid
also stirs up excitement in the media and
the country as a whole. His new ideas
about free university education and his
democratic socialist attitude are some-
thing the Democrats have never really dis-
cussed, and he has also gained a lot more
supporters than political experts had pre-
viously projected. At 79 years old, Sanders
is attracting more young voters than
Clinton, and feminists admit even they
support the male advocate for feminist
rights. But some wonder if he can really
pull off the changes he talks about.
Hilary Clinton, on the other hand,

seems well-qualified to be president; she
has had experience in the federal govern-
ment and she has clearly set out her poli-
cies. Her faltering creditability in differen-
tiating private vs. public matters is one
main reason that has caused some people
to doubt her, as she seems to come off
rather suspicious. 
What are the candidates’ childish

behaviors relaying to our children - myself
one of them - and to the next generation
of politicians? Is this the example we want
to set? 
I think it is sad that, when asked about

which of the candidates I would like to see
in the White House, my only answer is I
don’t really like any of them. I personally
want to “make America great(er),” but I
simply do not think any of these candi-
dates have what it takes to achieve that. I
wish my country all the luck it can get in
this coming year.

“Speaking of... by C.C. Lee © 2016

“Let us not
seek the

Republican
answer or the
Democratic
answer, 

but the right
answer. Let us
not seek to fix
the blame for
the past. 

Let us accept
our own

responsibility
for the
future.” 

- John F. Kennedy

professor, Mr. Armstrong and my
Accounting professor, Mr. Anderson
nominated me for “Woman of
Distinction of The Year”.  
But I only made it to the “Semi-

Finalist” list and probably disappointed
my dear teachers.  The problem was that I
wasn’t used to the American custom where
you have to demonstrate and elaborate to
others how good you are.  I was brought
up to be modest.  In the written applica-
tion, there was a section for “Service to
Community”, and I left it blank thinking
they would know I had two part-time jobs
on campus: one at the Reading Center
and one at the Computer Lab at the time.
It was a mistake to leave that section blank
because it made my resume worse than
other candidates.  Well, that was a lesson
for me to learn.
In my second year at Fullerton College,

I got an interview and a job offer as a Peer
Counselor in the EOPS (Extended
Opportunity Program and Services)
office.  The requirement was that I had to
work 20 hours a week and be in the office
as many days as possible to see my stu-
dents.  I also took a full load of courses in
order to transfer to a four-year college.  I
gained valuable knowledge while working
in the office where the staff was trained on
counseling techniques and human behav-
ior.  I especially learned more English.  
One of my co-workers greeted me

“What’s happening, girl?”  I didn’t know
how to answer him, so I just smiled.  I
looked at my English book and couldn’t
find anything related to that question and
how to answer it.  There was no Google at
the time to search.  So he kept asking and
I kept smiling until one day I got tired
and shot back “What’s happening boy?”
He laughed so hard and told everybody in
the office about my response, and every-
body laughed.  Still, I didn’t see anything
funny about it!

Synthia Tran and her family immigrated to
the US after the Vietnam War, when it was
too dangerous to stay in the country.

One of my 
co-workers
greeted me
“What’s 

happening,
girl?” 

I didn’t 
know how to
answer him...
I looked 

at my English
book and

couldn’t find
anything 

related to that 
question.

C.C. Lee is a local high school student.
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2016 JonDobrer@mac.com

MID APRIL 2016 COMMUNITY OPINIONS continued on page 17

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM VS. CIVIL FREEDOM
The old adage was that “my freedom

ends at your nose.” This meant that I
could do pretty much what I wanted to
till it impinged on you—your freedom,
health and welfare.  Today, in many reli-
giously conservative areas, a new defini-
tion is emerging that negates that iron-
ically quite conservative standard. 
Today the new definition is that my

freedom extends from me all the way to
your bedroom, bathroom and what lies
between your legs. 
They want to get the

government off our backs
and into our bodies and
bedrooms. And they say
that irony is dead.
All over the south, and

in some parts of the
Middle West, religious
conservatives are acting
like this is the Middle
East, and their personal
religions ought to be uni-
versalized. (Emanuel Kant
is turning over in his
grave). 
They are proposing and

passing “Religion
Freedom” laws insuring
that clergy can’t be
required to perform mar-
riages against their will
and religious doctrine. It’s a brilliant
solution to a problem that doesn’t exist.
Clergy are not now nor have they even
been required to perform marriages
against their religious doctrines. No
Rabbi has been compelled to marry a
Jew and non-Jew.  Most Jewish denom-
inations frown on “mixed marriages.”
Nor have any been compelled to per-
form “unmixed marriages” for same sex
couples. Nor have any Catholic priests
been forced to marry anyone outside
their faith requirements. The same goes
for Buddhists and Baptists. There is no
problem here—at least no problem
with a legislative solution.
What these legislative efforts are

about is not in the headlines or titles of
the various bills. Drop down a para-
graph and it becomes about private
individual religious beliefs and the abil-
ity to refuse services based on sexuality. 
The arguments are usually framed on

hot button examples of sincere
Christians not wanting to decorate gay
wedding cakes (Who knew that cakes
had sexualities?) or print invitations to
events they don’t endorse. It isn’t clear
to me how such services could some-
how be construed as endorsements, but
some claim discomfort based on doc-
trine.
We do remember how racial segrega-

tionists made the same argument.
Many held that the bible discouraged
racially mixing. Many held that “the
curse of Ham (the biblical figure, son of
Noah, not the food) made racial separa-

tion a religious necessity. We should
also remember that this discrimination
based on race was found to violate the
Constitution—though Rand Paul is not
so certain and believes that discrimina-
tion  should be legal but that the magic
of the marketplace would soon solve the
problem, as business people chose cus-
tomers over their religious principles. 
It’s a red herring to argue that sales

and services can be construed as an
endorsement.   Where this argument

emotionally compels
but logically fails is with
examples such as a
Jewish printing business
being compelled to
print fliers for a Nazi
rally. We all get the
irony and obnoxious
nature of such a busi-
ness decision. But a
Jewish printer can turn
down Nazis.  
Race has been adjudi-

cated as a protected
class. Gender is also a
protected class.
Religion is protected.
Nazis are not.
This is a dangerous

door we really don’t
want to open. We do

not want Christians to refuse service to
Jews. We would not accept non-drink-
ing religions to refuse food service to a
drinker. We are in troubled waters now
with pharmacists refusing to fill birth
control prescriptions. Do we want
devout Muslims to be able to refuse
service to people with service dogs, or
carrying alcohol or pork products? 
Public accommodations are public

even when operated privately. Some
forms of discrimination are allowed.
Clubs regularly turn away people in the
wrong clothing from their velvet rope
lines. Sports teams regularly reject non-
gifted athletes. Modeling agencies are
not compelled to hire ugly (or even
average) models. Poor clothing choices,
lack of athletic skills and ugliness are
not protected classes.
The real question, under all the emo-

tional rhetoric and, frankly, political
pandering is if sexuality too should be a
protected class? 
Are we ready to say that sexual orien-

tation and gender ambiguity should be
given the same protected status as race,
religion, ethnicity and “regular” gender
and sexuality? 
It’s a red herring to argue that sales

and services can be construed as an
endorsement. Back when I was young, I
sold clothing. What people walked out
with (having paid) was none of my
business, nor were their choices in any
way an endorsement from me.    

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

All over the south,
and in some parts
of the Mid West,

religious 
conservatives 
are acting like
this is the 

Middle East, 
and their 

personal religions
ought to be 
universalized.
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WAR COSTS in Life & Money

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (4/15/2016)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 4/15/2016) 

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (2/12/2016) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (4/15/2016) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $819.3 billion) (Afghanistan $733.7 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL  $9.1 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund  $117.1 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 731 dead in wars since 2001.

Every hour US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war since 2001
What Could We Be Doing With this Money Instead?

CORRECTION
I would like to make a small correction to

Emerson Little’s column in the early April
2016 edition of the Fullerton Observer. 
The Ruby Gerontology Center, which

opened in 1988, was funded entirely by two
million dollars in private donations and was
not related to the Fullerton Marriott Hotel
project. 

Thank you, 
Gene Hiegel

ED: Thanks! We appreciate the correction. 

I read the War Costs notice on page 2 of
the Mid March issue and thought of the rea-
sons (which are many) that this is happening.
One reason is the years of Apartheid which

ended in South Africa but is now felt by the
people of Palestine. This has escalated
throughout the Middle East until now, when
Europe’s borders are overflowing with
refugees with poor living conditions and
many lack employment. It’s easy for terrorist
groups to find converts in these conditions.
They are sending a message to the West that
they are without hope and desperate enough
to take their own lives, along with as many
others as possible.
One Presidential Hopeful

mentioned...Carpet bombing. Most of us
know that would only escalate into class and
religious warfare.
An answer to the last line in the War Costs

chart, on page 2, March issue, is to more use-
fully apply a small percentage of the $8.36
million per hour that we are spending, to
instead help refugees in finding housing, jobs
and language skills so that they are more eas-
ily assimilated into western culture. When
people live a better life, they find reason to
build a future...not destroy it.     

J.W Fullerton 

War Costs and 
What We Could Do

RE:  Flory and
Whitaker and 

City Staff Attacks
I totally agree with Anonymous
(Early April Observer page 3) on the
intimidating, bullying behavior of a
group of men who make comments at
city council meetings. I have also wit-
nessed the same group doing the same
thing at other meetings.   
Several of this group were involved

in the intimidation of an AT&T repre-
sentative over a year ago. And some of
their targets seem to be the eye witness-
es to that attack who contacted police.
So maybe it is revenge they are after.  
I really appreciated Mayor Protem

Jan Flory’s brave comments at the
council on this group but I am con-
fused as to why Councilmember
Whitaker, who actually appointed one
of them to a commission, doesn’t do
anything to rein them in. I kind of
understand why everyone else is silent -
these guys are scary.
While I am all for free speech I think

we need to do something to bring the
constant toxic behavior under control
especially when it is directed at certain
targeted staff members who don’t have
the luxury of remaining anonymous.
Are we who witness this behavior just
going to sit on the sidelines and let it
happen? We will be very lucky if the
whole staff doesn’t quit.
This group seems to bash anyone

who comments on their out of control
behavior. I do not want to be added to
their hate list. So for that reason please
sign me anonymous too - though I am
embarrassed to not be braver. 

Anonymous Fullerton

ED: See page 4 Council Report and
page 5 article “Groups Harassment of
City Staff Questioned” in this issue.

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR  OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community.  The Observer

welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the
author, may be shortened for space, and typos corrected.  We must verify your
identity, but you may choose to have only your initials appear in print.
Anonymous letters are accepted if the writer can make a case that revealing
their name would be a problem. 

SEND TO:  
observernews@earthlink.net  or 

Fullerton Observer, 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 



•LOVE Fullerton: After the customary
disregard of the separation of church and
state, this time with a prayer to our lord
delivered by Police Chief Hughes, fol-
lowed by the flag salute, Chief Hughes
spoke about the  upcoming LOVE
Fullerton event. The April 30th event,
which begins at 8am and ends with a free
BBQ at Fullerton College Quad at
12:30pm, features projects all over town
for volunteers to get involved in. Go to
www.lovefullerton.org to see a list of proj-
ects and sign up for one. This is the third
year of the event which began in Fullerton
and has now spread to surrounding towns.
All the volunteers from other participat-
ing cities are invited to the BBQ.
•$600,000 Settlement: Without giv-

ing any details on the case, the city attor-
ney announced that in closed session the
council, in a 4-1 (Whitaker, no) vote,
approved a $600,000 settlement in
Adrian and Cristina Wardle vs. City of
Fullerton. Case OCSC 30-2014-
0077438443. According to court records
Cpl. Wardle was a Fullerton Police officer
for 20 years. He and his wife sued the city
on claims of disability discrimination after
his request for a desk job, rather than
patrol duties, couldn’t be fulfilled as none
were available according to the city’s
answer to the complaint. Records say he
asked for the accommodation due to
PTSD after being involved in four officer
involved shooting incidents. The city
notified him that he was being terminated
and put on disability retirement in 2012.
Wardle filed a complaint with the CA
Dept. of Fair Employment. 
•MADD Awards: Traffic Lt. Mike

Kobaski presented Fullerton police offi-
cers with awards for arresting 25 or more
of the 744 drunk drivers last year. He said
statistics show that one third of traffic
deaths are alcohol related. “By making
these arrests these officers have saved
lives.” There were no drunk driving relat-
ed accidents last year. Officers honored
and the number of drivers they took off
the road are: 61, Scott Flynn; 35, Ryan
Warner; 35, Michael Halverson; 33,
Denny Bak; 31, Kyle Baas; 28, Eric
Bridges; 28, Timothy Gibert; 27,
Jonathon Munoz; 26, Nicholas
Dempkowski; and 26, Josuha Manes.
•Donate Life Month: Kathleen and

Craig Hostert, founders of Donate Life,
and living donor Steve Lang were honored

for starting the organization in Fullerton
which has now spread to surrounding
towns. This year on April 30, from 9am to
11am the Donate Life RunWalk and fam-
ily health festival is taking place at CSUF.
The group is hoping to create a Guiness
World Record for the most donors and
recipients at one event. Register for the
event at www.donatelifeoc.org
•Railroad Days: Coming up on April

30 and May 1st from 9am to 5pm, the
annual Railroad Days to be held at the
Fullerton Train Station and parking lots
on E. Santa Fe,  features full-sized loco-
motives, tours, food, and 13 model rail-
road vendors with full displays of tiny rail-
roads. Admission is free. See page 20.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

•Bees: Tony Package described the
importance of the bee colony collapse.
Food production relies on pollination by
bees but 42% of colonies collapsed in
2015 due to dangerous pesticides and cli-
mate change.
•Tutoring by Good Hands for One:

Robert and Anthony Kim,  and Joy of
Good Hands for One, an organization of
high school students have hosted a free
tutoring program at the Fullerton Public
Library every Saturday from 10:30am to
noon for the past four years. They asked
that their group be given secure stable
access to a room at the library so they can
continue to benefit students. City
Manager Felz said he would arrange that
with library staff. Google Good Hands for
One for more information on the group
or email goodhandsfor1@gmail.com.
•Complaints: Joe Imbriano com-

plained about LOVE Fullerton doing jobs
that taxpayers are paying employees to do
saying they should take on the DUI issue
instead. He read a letter from Barry
Levinson which stated that developers
shouldn’t receive preferential treatment
from the city from special interest groups
noting  Mayor Fitzgerald is VP of Pringle
& Associates lobbying firm which makes
it impossible for her to do her job as a
council member without compromising
her firm’s undisclosed clients. (ED: All
council members have real jobs and are
required to recuse themselves if an item that
comes before the city involves one of their
clients.) He also complained about what
he said was an inaccurate staff presenta-
tion about the golf course finances. See
article page 5.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm 
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

APRIL 5  COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING APRIL 19

Poets Honored: Councilmember Sebourn presented a National Poetry
Month resolution to Poetic Uprising members Kim Martin, Kwanda Graves and Jason
Fairhurst, who host a poetry event on the first Saturday of every month from 8pm to
10pm at Max Blooms Café at 220 N. Malden in downtown Fullerton. The group is
also running a poetry contest through April 20. All ages are invited to submit two
poems on the subject of “beauty and/or the sublime.” Winners will be announced on
April 29. For more info contact Poetry Uprising at a.poetic.uprising @gmail.com or
come by the Café.- PHOTO COURTESY ERIN HASELTON CITY OF FULLERTON

•#4 REVISED RECORDS RETENTION:
Public Comments 

David Curlee asked why records are
being purged when it takes so little space
in modern times to store data? Mr.
Imbriano asked “why purge anything?
Bad for transparency. Looks like the city
has something to hide. The city can spend
millions on raises but says there is not
enough money to keep records. Reeks of
conspiracy.”
Mayor Protem Flory said there is no

conspiracy - the record purging is very
routine - just like you purge your docu-
ments at home. Councilmember Chaffee
said this just upgrades the records reten-
tion policy and makes it more efficient. 
Councilmember Whitaker said he con-

tinued to have concerns that video reten-
tion is for only one year.
Diane Gladwell, city records manage-

ment consultant, explained that videos are
kept permanently but only active in the
city clerk’s office for one year. She said
that the city is up to date and fully com-
pliant with all records retention.
Councilmember Sebourn said he would

like all presentations by staff, upon which
council makes its decisions, retained. 
Mayor Protem Flory said she was sup-

portive of Sebourn’s comment and would
like to see all presentations kept along
with the agenda package and be available
online as they are at the OCWD. She
asked the City Manager to make that hap-
pen. Passed 3-2 (Whitaker, Sebourn, no)

•#5 RULES OF PROCEDURE: 
Public Comments

Former Mayor McClanahan said that
she attended the March 15 council meet-
ing where the first three hours were ques-
tions from several people about adminis-
trative actions. Business did not start until
9:30pm. The public is not served by that.
She suggested placing consent items at the
end of the agenda so city business and
public hearings could take place before
the comments on the consent items.
Another speaker said that at the last

meeting Mayor Protem Flory had said
people who repeat themselves over and
over should be asked to sit down. “Who
the hell do you think you are? How dare
you tell me what I say is not important.
There is no such thing as irrelevant
speech. All of you are disgusting. The US
Constitution and Bill of Rights was grant-
ed by the creator not you. All things you
make up are null and void.”
Mr. Curlee said that at a recent plan-

ning commission meeting TVs and chairs
were set up in the lobby. He asked “why
can’t that be done for overflow at every

meeting. It shouldn’t be the city manager’s
call if off-site council meetings are video
taped or not.”
Sean Paden said he was glad to see some

items had been removed from the rules
such as the rule against clapping. There
should be efforts taken to allow for over-
flow so that people can hear the meetings.
Bob Hayden said free speech is impor-

tant but that doesn’t mean we get to say
whatever we want. 
Gretchen Cox agreed. She noted that

the innuendos, campaign speeches and
tirades (which have been happening at
every meeting) should be limited.
Jane Rands said that many of the items

in the consent calendar really don’t belong
there. She suggested better planning
would solve the problem. She said sched-
uling is important and would like to see a
policy on moving items so that people
know when they are going to come up.
Councilmember Chaffee said that they

don’t always know how much interest
there is in a topic. He suggested flexibility
in allowing the mayor to move an item up
on the agenda if a large number of audi-
ence is here for a topic. Not everyone is
going to agree but all should have time to
talk. 
Councilmember Whitaker said he

opposed general expansion of rules to
control behavior that can be controlled
easier in other ways.
Councilmember Sebourn said he would

not like to see the commenting time
changed from 5 minutes to 3 minutes. He
said we need to pay for off-site video tap-
ing of meetings and not leave that deci-
sion up to the city manager’s descretion.
Mayor Protem Flory said two men who

are running for city council took up all
the oxygen in the room and pulled every
consent calendar item. Because of that
public hearings were pushed too late into
the night and many of the public who had
come to comment had to leave. She  said
she would like the pulled items from the
consent calendar to be moved to the end
of the evening so that everyone could be
heard on public hearing items. 
Councilmember Sebourn suggested just

reversing the entire thing. Putting public
hearings first, business items next and end
with the consent calendar. Flory agreed.
Mayor Fitzgerald called the motion to

pass the item with changes including that
all meetings be videotaped; public hear-
ings and business items go before consent
items on the agenda; and comment time
per person be changed from 5 to 3 min-
utes. The item passed 3-2 (Whitaker and
Sebourn, no)

CITY CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION
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Over the past year, repeated questions and allega-
tions of corruption and financial mismanagement by
city staff and officials have been brought up at vari-
ous city meetings by a small group of residents.
It is helpful when residents study city issues, bring

errors and problems to the attention of elected offi-
cials, the city, the public, and the press, and suggest
how improvements may be made. It is also appropri-
ate that city officials look into the details of how
money is being spent and that the city staff answer
questions from officials and the public.
However, it appears that the members of this par-

ticular group may have other motives. For instance,
one member, who comments on nearly every agenda
item, also announces his blog address and that he is
running for a council seat with each comment. His
remarks to city staff and officials include repeated
allegations of corruption and threats, some of which
could be considered slanderous (see council report
page 4). In addition, he includes various conspiracy
theories.
Although invited, group members have declined

to meet with staff to go over their concerns. And
despite hours of staff time explaining and providing
answers in public to the issues brought up, group
members repeat the allegations at each meeting as
though they have not been answered.
According to city records all of the group's allega-

tions are false. (see Mid Nov. 2015 Fullerton
Observer page 4 article “Q&A with City on Brea
Dam Questions”).
At several recent Parks & Recreation Commission

meetings the group alleged mismanagement in the
agreement approved by the city council  in 2010 that
restructured the city’s contract with American Golf
from a lease agreement to a management contract. 
Councilmember Whitaker’s appointed commis-

sioner, a member of the group, handed out a one-
page analysis of the deal at the March 14, 2016 Parks
& Recreation Commission meeting alleging that the
city is losing $4 to $5 million over the life of a bond
connected to the move from the lease agreement to
the management contract. 

City records show revenues are going up and the
city is making a profit from the management
arrangement (see actual numbers in chart at right).
According to the city, the group’s faulty analysis

appears to use estimates from a presentation given in
2010; counts salaries in two categories; and adds the
bond payment separately, thus skewing the num-
bers.
In December 2009, the former lease agreement

with American Golf was changed to a management
contract to satisfy a requirement that the course be
under city control to be eligible to qualify for a
bond. Under the former lease agreement the city was
responsible for paying for all infrastructure improve-
ments. 
The city staff secured a $2.8 million RZEDB

(Recovery Zone Economic Development Bond)   to
pay for the expensive replacement of the golf course’s
deteriorating irrigation system. Funds not used for
the approximately $2 million irrigation system
installation were used to pay the bond fees and to
pay down the principal.
The RZEDB provided through the US Treasury’s

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act funding to
California provided a way for cities to issue bonds to
be used for capital projects offset by a 45% interest
rate subsidy which dramatically lowered the cost of
borrowing. 
Under the current management agreement all rev-

enues from the golf course go into a city account
which pays expenses including bond payments,
insurance, supplies, maintenance, improvements,
equipment, annual management salaries and bene-
fits of $170,000, and the annual $500,000 manage-
ment fee.
Revenues are increasing and cover increasing

expenses including changes in the general costs of
doing business like minimum wage increases, bene-
fit costs, higher electricity and water costs and
improvements to certain areas such as the parking
lot to attract more customers. 
During the nationwide recession more expensive

courses were hit first and the Fullerton Golf Course
became a more affordable alternative for golfers

GROUP’S ON-GOING HARASSMENT
OF CITY STAFF QUESTIONED

resulting in higher profits during those years.
The golf course is included in the Brea Dam Recreation Area

flood control property leased to the city for over 60 years by the
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The Area includes the
Fullerton Golf Course, Brea Dam Park, the Fullerton Sports
Complex, trails, and land where the YMCA, Child Guidance
Center, Fullerton Nursery School, Tennis Center and parking lot
are located.  
Records show that revenue from the golf course and other

enterprises within the Brea Dam Recreation Area are being used
for programs and maintenance within the area as is required
under the city/USACE lease agreement.  
Two of the group members threatened to contact the Army

Corps with their allegations that revenues were funneled else-
where. The city has offered to assist any interested citizen in con-
tacting the USACE though the USACE has already stated it con-
siders the concerns unfounded. 
All Brea Dam Recreation Area financial transactions, including

the annual budget, are audited annually by independent auditors
Lance, Soll & Lunghard, LLP, accounted for in the city’s
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, and reviewed by the
USACE, yet the group continues to call for an audit.

FISCAL YEAR

2007-08

2008-09

2009-10 *

2010-11 **

2011-12***

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

REVENUE

$251,814

436,902

390,778

1,181,816

2,359,254

2,475,938

2,500,637

2,530,456

PROFIT

$251,814

436,902

390,778

115,621

415,768

252,020

298,874

330,958

EXPENSES

$0

0

0

1,066,195

1,943,486

2,223,918

2,201,763

2,199,498

*The management contract started in December 2009, 
almost halfway through fiscal year 2009-10. 

**2010-11 was first full year of the management contract. 
During half of that year, the golf course irrigation 
construction was taking place.

***2011-12 profits up due to gaining golfers after new 
irrigation system was installed and because of issues 
with La Mirada Golf Course.

Golf Course Profits

City Infrastructure Report by Jane Reifer
City Manager Joe Felz was the featured

speaker at the March 28th meeting of
Neighbors United for Fullerton (NUFF).
A large audience was in attendance,
including current Councilmembers Doug
Chaffee and Bruce Whitaker, former
Mayor Protem Pam Keller and former
Mayor and Assemblymember Sharon
Quirk-Silva.
Mr. Felz outlined several key areas of

City infrastructure: streets, water, sewer,
structures, parks, street lights, and even
street trees. In most cases, Felz summed
up the general level of infrastructure qual-
ity as making much better progress than
previously, but still needing to overcome
backlogs caused by insufficient attention
in the past. He did an impressive job of
summarizing complex and controversial
city issues.  
Several new funding strategies have

come on line recently to handle urgent
infrastructure needs. Planning for infra-
structure is done through the City’s
Capital Improvement Program which
focuses on capital expenditures of over
$25,000 and is adopted every 5 years with
annual reviews.
SEWER SYSTEM: Due to significant

numbers of sewer overflows and a legal
action in the early 2000s, Fullerton now
has a dedicated Sewer Enterprise Fund.
Breaks and overflows went from 24 inci-
dents in 2006-07 to 2 in 2012-13.
WATER SYSTEM: Water main breaks in

Fullerton number well over 100 a year.
This compares unfavorably with other
local cities that have a similar number of
water main miles, but a much lower fail-

ure rate.  For example, recently, Anaheim
had only 27 breaks and Santa Ana only
10.
Several new policies have been put in

place to address the situation. Water pipe
repairs are now coordinated with street
and sewer repairs, for overall cost
savings. Also, a short-term 10
year funding plan is now in
place. This has allowed the num-
ber of miles of repairs and
replacement to nearly double.
While there is still a significant
backlog of repairs to be made,
Mr. Felz said the new funding
will allow the City to start to
catch up on its backlog. The City
Council encouraged Staff to
research alternatives to bond
funding for this plan, and it was
determined that new water fees
could be charged to allow a  “pay-as-you-
go” funding plan rather than a bond issue
as originally proposed. Even at the current
low interest rates, the “pay-as-you-go”
funding shows substantial cost savings
compared to paying bond interest.  The
City hopes to eventually shift from allo-
cating so many resources to repair to
being able to lay new pipes and actually
improve the system.
STREETS AND ALLEYS: It is widly recog-

nized that Fullerton has a major issue with
street deterioration. City research revealed
several factors causing this, including
some surprising ones. Interestingly,
because of the extreme number of failures,
the water system is a large contributor to
destroying the streets. When a pipe

breaks, it substantially accelerates street
deterioration and causes long-term dam-
age. Mr. Felz noted that better water pipe
repair is now improving street quality, and
the water division also pays its fair share to
fix the impacts it causes.
Much tougher requirements are now in

place to make sure utilities repair damage
they cause when they make street
cuts to service underground utili-
ties. Previous lack of require-
ments and coordination with
cable companies, Edison, etc.,
allowed poor quality surface
repair that quickly deteriorated.
There is also a new policy of a 2
year moratorium on non-emer-
gency requests for utility pave-
ment cuts after general street
repair.
Since water, sewer and street

repairs are now coordinated, Mr.
Felz said this sometimes results in
a street being repaired that is not

the one most in need, but one that makes
sense to do at the same time as a priori-
tized water or sewer project. Also, the City
is pursuing more coordination with adja-
cent cities and regional agencies for street
repair funding available only to multiple
jurisdictions. A major State College
reconstruction will take place soon with
the OC Sewer District paying most of the
cost. An additional $7 million from the
dissolved Redevelopment Agency has also
gone to street repairs.
Arterial and residential streets add up to

a little over 290 linear miles. Street repairs
have increased from an  average of 3 miles
of repairs per year to 7-8 miles, and have
even been able to start turning around the
trend of deteriorating numbers on the

city’s Pavement Condition Index. There
are over 36 miles of alleys which were
never officially part of the city’s street sys-
tem. They’ve now been legally designated
and are eligible for street repair funding
from outside of the City.
Future steps are to look at long-term

funding options. Some are dependent on
the State of California - a potential switch

Continued on page 18

Minard Duncan
Honored

At the beginning of the March 28
NUFF meeting, prior to the infra-
structure presentation, chair Betsy
Gibbs presented an award honoring
long-time teacher and former princi-
pal and school board member
Minard Duncan for his achievements
and service to Fullerton.

Street
repairs
have

increased
from an
average of 
3 miles 
per year
to 7-8
miles



For the longest time jazz fans knew they
could find a great show downtown at
Steamers, so when Terence decided it was
time to move on, well, what’s to do? 
Good to know that Mediterranean

favorite D’Vine on Commonwealth, just
a couple hundred feet east of the Steamers
location, is now providing live jazz on the
first Sunday of every month from 5pm to
10pm. Henry Alexander is the current
featured artist so never fear, jazz is here. 
And oh yea, I brought some friends

from Germany there a while back and
quipped “The belly dancer will be here
soon.” To my surprise she did show up, so
check out belly dancing every Friday and
Saturday evening too. 
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JAZZ VOID FILLED

If you attended the 14th annual Faces of Fullerton
celebration at our Downtown Plaza you were one of
‘them’ and there were a lot of you there. (Over 2,000
people attended.) So many that I ended up parking
on the top level of the parking structure across from
my office and the short walk down a few flights on
steps revealed a plaza filled with many familiar young
and old faces. It was an inspirational sight.
The event began with over 100 participants brav-

ing the drizzle in an early morning walk from
Richman Park to the downtown plaza. 
Former Collaborative executive director Pam

Keller was honored, by current director Dr. Debra
Stout, for her longtime service to the community
with the 1st annual “Pam Keller Collaboration in the
Community Award” made possible by a contribution
from the estate of Chris Lamm, another
Collaborative leader. Visit www.fullertoncollabora-
tive.org to learn more about the group.
CF Dance Academy owner Leanna Forcucci, also the Fullerton

Collaborative board president, organized the entertainment includ-
ing dancers from the academy, as she has for many years.
STEM activities, including roller coasters and marshmallow struc-

tures, were presented by members of the Orangethorpe multi-age
program along with other activities provided by other school groups

FACES IN THE CROWD: WHO ARE THEY? ARE YOU ONE OF THEM? 

and local non-profit
organizations.

Above: 
Sunbie Harrell,
Ceili Tuttle, Sharon
Quirk-Silva, and
Drew Cornick.

At Right: 

Organizers 
of this year’s 

Faces of Fullerton
Adam England,
Briana Stickney,
Debra Stout, and
Aitana Pecero. Downtown Fullerton, we seem to have

just about everything! And I think to
myself, what a wonderful world. 

Above:
Dancers from CF Dance Academy, 
one of the groups that provide 
entertainment each year. 

Below: Various entertainers 
performed on the plaza stage.

continued 
on page 7

Organizers take a moment to pose for a photo

Above Left:
Memphis,
Kelly, Austin,
Scarlett, and
Jenni from the
Orangethorpe
multi-age 
program.

At Left:
Various booths
offered 
hands-on
activities.
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“APRIL SHOWERS” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19) 

ACROSS
1. Land unit
5. Leg joint
10. Battery fluid
14. KROQ’s “Kevin and ___”
15. Baking unit
16. Actor Billy of “Titanic”
17. City west of Tulsa
18. Toast choice
19. It’s just for openers
20. “The Joy Luck Club” author Amy
21. Dwight Schrute of “The Office”
23. Navigational aid
25. Suffix with serpent
26. Stick (to) 
28. French police officer
33. “V” formation fliers
34. Juliet’s beau
35. Battery size
36. Yukon and Suburban

37. More of 21-Down
38. Ibsen’s “Peer ___”
39. Apple’s self-help motto?
40. Actress Jennifer Jason
41. Dog dad in “101 Dalmatians”
42. Immortalize
44. Greek sea
45. Charged particle
46. Cupid’s projectile
47. Kourtney Kardashian’s youngest son
52. Colony member
55. “Ave Maria” composer
56. Swelling
57. Pierce
58. “Now it’s clear!”
59. “Juno” actress Page
60. Snaky swimmers
61. Palm reader, e.g.
62. Annoying charge again?
63. Sting operation

DOWN
1. Aid in crime
2. Wrestler John
3. Guarantees for out-of-stock items
4. Conclude
5. Annoying online pop-ups
6. Like a pitcher’s perfect game
7. Meditative radio station?
8. Like Jack Sprat’s diet
9. Wraps around
10. Rapper Iggy
11. Newlyweds’ car attachments
12. A fan of
13. Food Network star Paula
21. Hard to find
22. ___-European
24. American oil company
26. Texas A & M student
27. Fiend
28. Stuff to the gills
29. Online ennui?

30. Fullerton filter company 
(with witty sayings signage)

31. Japanese comic books
32. ___ Canyon in Pasadena
34. Weather we desperately need, 
and this puzzle’s theme
37. Santa’s team
38. Kind of dancer
40. Sci-Fi author Hubbard
41. Fringe benefit
43. Loftier
44. Esoteric
46. Pop singer Mann
47. Sluggers’ stats
48. Relieve
49. Frozen drink
50. Comedian Eric
51. Narcissist’s love
53. “The Lion King” lioness
54. Recipe abbr.
57. Firm

LAST ISSUE’S
QUESTION & ANSWER

Where was this photo at
right taken and what is going
on here?

Answer: 
The Fullerton High School

football stadium & track field
is going through renovations
including a turf replacement
project. (FYI: The new turf
going in is real grass, not syn-
thetic!) 

Fullerton Photo Quiz
QUESTION: 

What is shown in the photo
above and where is it located? 
Hint: In Fullerton but not

downtown.

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO

MIKE at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Faces 
continued from page 6

There was a variety  of free food
and beverages available as usual
including turkey dogs donated by
Heroes, potato salad donated by
Bourbon Street, and a BBQ provid-
ed by Fullerton College Professor
Jerry Padilla and his students who
come out every year.
The vision of Faces is “To bring

together every aspect of Fullerton’s com-
munity resources to honor, celebrate,
share and recognize the richness that
makes Fullerton a great place to live and
work.” 
As you can plainly see, that is exactly

what took place, and it
may be best to let the
faces speak for them-
selves.
We have just entered

the time of year when
something is happen-
ing every single
Saturday and Sunday,
in fact multiple events
on each day - yet many
of you chose to spend
the day mixing it up
with old and new
friends right here in
Downtown Fullerton. 

Above:
Scarlett with Community Service Awardee
Pam Keller shelter from the drizzle.

Below:
An art activity booth sponsored 

by the Muckenthaler Cultural Center.
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Gardens on this year’s tour have colors that must be seen in person. - PHOTO BY BOB LINNELL

FULLERTON BEAUTIFUL
OPEN GARDENS TOUR
SUNDAY, APRIL 24

All the colors of spring will be on dis-
play Sunday, April 24, when the nonprof-
it Fullerton Beautiful presents its Annual
Open Gardens Tour.
The tour will be held from 11am-4pm,

and will feature a wide variety of garden
types with something for everyone.
Purchase a $15 map to the locations of the
seven gardens to be spotlighted at the
Fullerton College Horticulture
Department, located east of the intersec-
tion of Lemon Street and Berkeley
Avenue. Plants will also be available for
sale.  Proceeds support the scholarship
program. Among the gardens featured this
year are: 

•Garden Full of Gardens created by
Nancy Spencer, a longtime member of
Fullerton Beautiful.  Her home and gar-
dens were created in 1949 on land that
was part of the estimated 50,000 acres of
Valencia orange groves that once domi-
nated the Fullerton landscape.  Once the
citrus groves were removed, the property
hosted everything from 69 chickens for
4H projects to goats, a horse and a pigeon
house.  
Spencer said she enjoys designing and

re-designing her gardens, which currently
include a rose and perennial English gar-
den theme with an arbor, fruit trees and
pond, Mediterranean and shade gardens,

and her newest - a succulent and cactus
garden.  Each area offers space for relax-
ation as well as entertaining, including a
front yard swimming pool with its own
garden.

• The Emmanuel Community
Church Garden, 114 W. Valencia Mesa
Drive.  The congregation grows vegetables
and flowers. It encourages children to
grow in knowledge of plants and nature in
the Children’s Garden, and everyone to
connect with nature by watching the
birds, bees, butterflies, insects, lizards, and
the  occasional visit of a hawk and a coy-
ote.   
• Oriental Oasis, inspired by a love of

the Orient and a passion for pink of
Highland Avenue homeowner Kathie

Collins who began creating her garden in
1952.  She carefully pruned and wired the
black pines and junipers from small plants
to large bonsai over the decades to create a
garden of peace and harmony.  

•Jurassic Yard, as the garden of a home
on Beverly Street in West Fullerton is
referred to by neighbors, combines an
eclectic mix of river rock, Mediterranean
and stabilized granite, and low desert
drought-resistant landscaping. The back
yard reflects the owner’s love of travel and
features East Africa-inspired life-size metal
giraffe sculptures by artist Ricardo
Breceda and much more.
For more information call Kay Miller at

(714) 394-5805, or visit the organization’s
website at www.fullertonbeautiful.org. 

The Day of Music Fullerton is return-
ing for its second year on June 21st, with
a huge variety of musical acts planned.
With such a high volume of artists partic-
ipating, there arises a demand for venues.
Current venues include Pint House
Fullerton, Vino Nostra Wine Bar, Lux
Salon & Spa, and Roadkill Ranch &
Boutique among many others. 
While businesses are not allowed to

charge for the event, they can sell food,
and offer promotions, etc. 
Businesses interested in becoming a

venue are encouraged to sign up at match-
fullerton.makemusicday.org. This link
will take them directly to the artist/venue
match-making program where they can
set the parameters including desired type
of music, times available, and a list of
what can be provided such as amplifica-
tion, mic, stage, etc. 
The Day of Music Fullerton was

inspired by the French Fête de la Musique
which strives to bring appreciation, edu-
cation, and cultural enrichment of live
performance music to the Fullerton com-
munity.  
For more information on The Day of

Music Fullerton, visit www.thedayofmu-
sic.com.

Venues Sought for
Day of Music

by Angel Perez

The plan's consultants promised new
landscaping, bike lanes, wide sidewalks,
and new street lights, but many residents
were dismayed to discover the plan's
strong emphasis on high density housing,
its  massive traffic impacts, and its disre-
gard of existing small businesses. 

In the summer of 2014 the Planning
Commission approved the plan under the
belief that, if they did not,  the city would
forfeit the $1 million grant that funded
the study.  When the plan came before the
City Council, it was tabled for further dis-
cussion and until all residents living with-
in the normal public notice proximity of
the project could be notified by mail, and
after a study session was held sometime at
the start of the next year. 

THE NEW APPROACH
On April 13, 2016, the Fullerton

Planning Commission held a study ses-
sion to revisit the plan. City Planning
Director Karen Haluza, outlined a new
approach in place of the original DCCSP
plan which would:
1. Reduce the scope of the DCCSP

planning areas from the original 1310
acres to 204.  The DCCSP would have
replaced existing zoning with seven new
zone classifications that would have sub-
stantially changed the way the properties
could be used. Also, since only 6% of
Fullerton is zoned for commercial use,
allowing  residential development within
commercial zones would have created a
strong incentive to replace sales-tax gener-
ating uses with residential uses.
2. Streamline the 7 existing

Commercial Zoning Classifications to
two new consolidated  zones: O-P Office
Professional and G-C General
Commercial

3. Three New Zoning Tools replacing
the DCCSP would be applied in limited
locations: Create a Central Business
District (CBD) classification for develop-
ment more compatible with existing
buildings; A Mixed-Use Overlay in only a
few areas which would allow high density;

HIGH DENSITY DEVELOPMENT:
A NEW APPROACH? continued from frontpage

used to improve public transportation.  
Commissioner Dunlap supported the

idea of the new adaptive reuse zoning tool
but wanted mixed use areas to continue to
be assessed on a “case-by-case basis”
through the current processes to allow for
neighborhood input on impacts from
aggressive “Platinum Triangle-like” densi-
ty (referring to the high-density area around
Anaheim Stadium) that would increase
traffic and affect quality of life.   
Commissioner Pendergraft said he was

also concerned about density and wanted
to preserve commercial zoning.  He said
he didn’t want small businesses “run out
of town”; they are “valuable and serve the
neighborhoods.”  
Commissioner Bennett was, “very sup-

portive of adaptive reuse” to allow a cen-
ter to ”revitalize itself.”  He was “skepti-
cal” whether mixed use development
works as he sees that current ground floor
commercial is underutilized.  He relayed a
request from a constituent for “no more
anthills” of housing development and a
request from North Orange County
Chamber of Commerce CEO Teresa
Harvey that more of the developer fees to
go to streets instead of parks.
Commissioner Johnson said she was

“uncomfortable” with applying the same

Mixed Use overlay zone to all five areas
identified in the new approach and said
there needs to be public hearings and pub-
lic participation.  
Several members of the public brought

up their concerns about the original
DCCSP allowing the city to streamline
development to the point where residents
would not be appropriately involved in
the process, and hoped this would be
eliminated in any future approach.
More information on the new approach

is on the city website: www.cityoffuller-
ton.com. Choose the  How Do I pull
down and then View Council Meetings.
Click on the April 13th Planning
Commission Meeting Agenda. See Item 3
and click on “Memorandum.”  Also, see
the city’s PowerPoint presentation at:
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/civicax/f
ilebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=23930
Visit Friends for a Livable Fullerton at

www.SaveFullerton.com or call (714)
729-3019 for more information.

and Adaptive Re-Use Incentive Area
Overlay allowing businesses to do simple
upgrades.
4. Update the city’s Traffic Impact

fees. Fullerton’s current fees for new
development are not keeping up with the
impacts they incur. Higher water and
sewer impact mitigation fees could be
explored, as well. Existing business or res-
idential upgrades that don’t add signifi-
cant new square footage would not be
included. 
5. Amend The Fullerton Plan (the

city’s general plan) to appropriately
address allowed locations and intensities
of new housing developments. The
Fullerton Plan assumes aggressive expan-
sion of housing density. 
Planning Commission Chair Shanfield

stated that density is a “big topic” that
needs to be resolved before revisiting the
plan.  In contrast, Commissioner Silber
said he was “comfortable” with moving
forward with the new approach but asked
to continue to look at other areas pro-
posed for elimination from the DCCSP
and how new traffic impact fees might be
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Mapping Election Districts 

DISTRICT

Total Population

Latino

Asian

White

#1

26,955

10.0%
51.1%
36.3%

#2

26,791

11.6%
18.3%
66.1%

#3

27,397

22.4%
16.4%
55.5%

#4

27,103

36.7%
11.1%
43.3%

#5

26,915

44.9%
13.0%
36.6%

DISTRICT

Total Population

Latino

Asian

White

Hillcrest

27,223

11.8%

17.6%

68.6%

Southwest

27,075

38.6%

13.1%

38.6%

Downtown

26,811

39.1%

9.6%

46.1%

SunnyHills

27,169

9.2%

51.3%

36.0%

Titan

26,856

25.9%

19.4%

48.0%

by Jane Rands 

Under a settlement, the Fullerton City
Council has agreed to consider placing a
measure on the November 2016 ballot for
voters to decide between a by-district vs.
the current at-large system for selecting
council members beginning in 2018.
Currently every two years Fullerton voters
elect two or three of the five council mem-
bers. With by-district elections, every four
years each district will elect one council
member from candidates living in their
district.
The lawsuit that the settlement is

intended to resolve is based on the
California Voting Rights Act of 2001.
The complaint asserts that Fullerton’s “at-
large election system dilutes and abridges
the vote” of a minority community “and
impairs their ability to elect candidates of
their choice or to influence the outcome
of City elections” (Case No. 30-2015-
00777673-CU-MC-CJC).
To remedy the complaint, the district

boundaries approved by the voters must
be drawn in a manner that meets a com-
bination of state and federal criteria.
David Ely of Compass Demographics
outlined the federal and state require-
ments in a presentation to Council in
September 2015 (available at http://city-
offullerton.com/gov/departments/city_cle
rk/district_mapping).

The Standards
To meet federal standards, contiguous

districts must be created such that each
has nearly equal population (no greater
than a few percentage points difference),
may not have a “discriminatory purpose”
or dilute minority communities, and can-
not be based primarily on race.  
The state standards add consideration

for topography, geography, cohesiveness,
contiguity, integrity, compactness of terri-
tory and “communities of interest” to the
boundary drawing process.  According to
Mr. Ely’s presentation, recognized neigh-
borhoods or communities should not be
split into different districts.  Similar
neighborhoods or communities with
“common interests” should be within the
same district.  Conversely, “dissimilar
communities“ should be put into separate
districts. 
“Natural barriers” such as streets and

utilities and significant “points of interest”
should be taken into account when choos-
ing boundaries. 

The Criteria
The demographer applied the federal

rules in conjunction with the state stan-
dards to determine the criteria for creating
“an equal opportunity for representation”
for the communities that contain the two
largest minority groups consistently
underrepresented on the Fullerton City
Council.  He tested different configura-
tions of district boundaries and compared
the resulting summary statistics.  He ana-
lyzed total population, voting age popula-
tion, and citizen voting age population
(CVAP) values in each district to deduce

CITIZEN VOTING AGE POPULATION (CVAP)

CITIZEN VOTING AGE POPULATION (CVAP)

How to Register to Vote Online
If you are a citizen 18 or over, have changed your name, or moved since you last

registered to vote visit the OC Registrar of Voters website www.ocvote.com for
instructions on how to register to vote for the first time or how to make changes in
your information online. Additionally, if you once registered but are among the
107,053 voters in Orange County who did not vote in the past four years you can
vote but you will not be receiving ballot information by mail. Call the Registrar of
Voters at 714-567-7600 to ask to be reinstated. Remember May 23, 2016 is the last
day to register to vote in the June 7 Presidential Primary Election.

the criteria by which submitted maps will
be considered by the Council for inclu-
sion in the November 2016 ballot meas-
ure.    
During the first round of community

meetings with the demographer, a dozen
neighborhoods were recognized, includ-
ing Sunny Hills, Downtown, Hillcrest
Park, and Rolling Hills that would “bene-
fit from having their own district.” Streets
such as Commonwealth, Harbor, State
College, and Chapman were identified as
“natural boundaries.” Additionally down-
town was recognized as a significant area
or “point of interest.”  
Mr. Ely concluded that it is possible to

draw districts in which there is an Asian
majority (50% + 1) of CVAP.  As well, a
contiguous portion of Fullerton can be
bounded such that a Latino majority of
CVAP can be achieved.

Maps Submitted
Nine public maps have been submitted

and are available to view online.  Six of the
public submissions have five districts. A
five district map would retain a five mem-
ber council as we have now. 
The other three submissions have four

or six districts.  An even number of dis-
tricts would require an at-large elected
mayor. Either of these options may be
counterproductive to the plaintiffs’ pur-
pose as it may be argued that these create
voter dilution.
Of the maps with five districts, two are

recent alternatives to Public Submission 2
from Jeannette Vasquez (Early April
Observer).  Public Submission 2B and 2C
meet the criteria with an Asian CVAP
majority (51.1% and 50.8%, respectively)
in District 1 and a Latino CVAP plurality
(44.9% and 43.6%, respectively, com-
pared to roughly 37% white and 13%
Asian populations) in District 5.
Public Submission 4 was in the staff

report for Item 2 on the April 5 City
Council Agenda but it does not meet Mr.
Ely’s criteria.  A revision, Public
Submission 7, (shown at right) nearly
meets the criteria. The Sunny Hills
District has a 51% majority Asian CVAP,
but the Southwest District has an equal
percentage of CVAP for Latinos and
Whites.  
In Public Submission 1 and Sample 5A

the district extends from the southeast
through the middle of southwest
Fullerton, nearly severing the north from
the south side of the southwest district.
The demographer explained that while,
“It is possible to create a district in which
Latinos make up a majority of the CVAP,
such a district is not consistent with pub-
lic testimony regarding the interests of the
neighborhoods included.”   
There are still many other ways to draw

district boundaries that meet the criteria
while respecting communities of interest.  

Next Steps
The Council will review the maps at the

Public Hearing on April 19.  There will be
another Public Hearing to select a map for
the ballot measure tentatively scheduled
for June 7.  However, because the date
coincides with the Presidential Primary,
the Public Hearing may be scheduled for
an earlier or later date.

Sunny Hills (#1)
There is consensus among the submissions

that Malvern is the southern boundary for
the northwest district.  However, 2B and 2C
dip below Bastanchury while Submission 7
maintains Bastanchury as a boundary and
instead reaches across Harbor using the golf
courses behind the Brea dam as a natural
boundary.  

Hillcrest (#2)
Submission 7 combines Golden Hills,

Hillcrest, and Rolling Hills with the neigh-
borhood at the northeast edge of the city and
uses the Fullerton Creek flood control chan-
nel as a natural boundary.  2B and 2C also
reach west across Harbor but then pull in the
neighborhood north of the golf courses.  

Titan (#3)
Submission 7 encompasses CSUF,

surrounding apartments, businesses,
and single family homes.  Submissions
2B and 2C extend across Harbor to
combine CSUF with Golden Hills and
parts of downtown.

Southwest (#4)
The southwest districts are similar

except that 2B and 2C include a neigh-
borhood that is mostly disconnected
from the district by the BNSF rail road.
Submission 7 extends the district east
to Highland to include houses south of
Orangethorpe.  2C extends east to
Highland as well, however taking a
more northern route between Malvern
and Valencia.  

Downtown (#5)
Submissions 2B and 2C extend from

the southeast edge of Fullerton using
Commonwealth as a boundary that
bifurcates downtown lengthwise.
Submission 7 creates a central down-
town zone that combines portions of
the southeast and the southwest and
maintains downtown as a significant
area. 

BREAKDOWN OF HOW MAPS TREAT THE FIVE DISTRICTS



MURALS

Celebrating the Murals of Fullerton
Fullerton Observer reader Judy Berg rec-

ommended making a video of the murals
and mosaics located throughout the city.
Since I filmed a mural for a third grade
video project titled “The Town I Live In”
and went on a third grade field trip where
my class walked around town looking at
murals, this seemed like a particularly
interesting idea to pursue. In fact, I
remember seeing murals of Norman
Rockwell paintings on the building that
used to belong to Ross Publications,
which now no longer exist. Fullerton resi-
dents should appreciate the creative dis-
plays of art around the community,
including sculptures and other works. 
Fullerton has had a long history of pub-

lic artwork, dating back to the 30s and
40s.  Let’s begin with the “Pastoral
California” mural on the west side of the
Plummer Auditorium. It was created by
Charles Kassler Jr. in 1934 during the
Great Depression “before the official
launch of the Federal WPA,” according to
a Parks and Recreation Department pam-
phlet titled “Art in Public Places”. 
The WPA (Works Progress

Administration) program started when
artist George Biddle persuaded President
Franklin Roosevelt to create a plan,
already instituted by the Mexican govern-
ment, to have the federal government pay
millions of unemployed people to carry
out public works projects including paint-
ing murals on public walls and buildings
during the Great Depression.

“Pastoral California” is Fullerton’s oldest
mural and also one of the largest frescos
on the west coast. The mural offers sever-
al scenes, including rancher Jose Antonio
Yorba lassoing a horse, a lavanderia where
women gossip and wash clothes, and
California’s last Mexican governor, Pio
Pico, listening to concert hall singer Laura
Moya. An article by Mimi Ko Cruz titled
“The Renaissance of a
Fullerton Mural,”  says the
artist used his wife, Luisa
Espinel, as the model for Laura
Moya. Kassler painted the fres-
co directly on wet lime plaster,
and when the plaster dried, the
mural was on the wall. 
However, in 1939, the school

board ordered the fresco to be
covered up with a layer of beige paint.
There is much speculation about why the
school board painted over the mural.
Many people who were in high school at
the time were unhappy with the decision.
After the fresco was painted over, the gates
to the corridor where the mural is located
were taken off and misplaced. The gates
were found later by maintenance workers
and have since been restored. According
to the Cruz article, artists from
ConserveArt Associates were hired as part
of a $40,000 restoration project paid for
by the Fullerton Joint Union High School
District, Fullerton Redevelopment, a
Historic Foundation grant, and private
donations.  
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The “Orange Pickers” mural by Paul
Julian, another WPA project, is on display
inside the Commonwealth Post Office.
Julian used to work as a cartoon back-
ground painter and Roadrunner voice
artist for Warner Brothers Studios accord-
ing to the website, https://liv-
ingnewdeal.org/projects/post-office-
mural-fullerton-ca/.  The painting illus-
trates city life in the mid-thirties and
shows Fullerton High students picking
Valencia oranges, oil derricks and the
Fullerton airport. There has been some
controversy about the three-legged ladder
depicted, which is not the right type for
picking oranges, and the fact that oranges

were never packed into
boxes in the field. 
The only other WPA

mural in Fullerton,
“History of California,”
painted by Helen
Lundberg and Miriam
Farrington is in the
Fullerton Police Station. 

Although the 30s and 40s were produc-
tive years for public art, the next era of
notable murals did not occur until the
1970s. In 1978, the “Lemon Park
Murals” on the Lemon overpass were pro-
duced by muralist David Whalen and
Neighborhood Youth Corps members in
a beautification project proposed by the
Maple Action Committee. 
Project Citizens United For Fullerton

Safety, or CUFFS, also painted and
spruced up public places as a way to pro-
vide an alternative for youth at risk for
drug and gang involvement. The very first
CUFFS mural can be found at the Lemon
Park entrance and is titled “Los Niños Del
Mundo.” It was produced by noted
painter Emigdio Vasquez, Sr. with neigh-
borhood elementary and junior high stu-
dents. Vasquez also led a CUFFS group in
painting the mural inside the Museum
Center and another inside the Boys &
Girls Club on Commonwealth.
Katherine England is also responsible

for quite a few works of art around
Fullerton. In 2003, England, assisted by
students from Fullerton High, Troy,

Sunny Hills, and the Crittendon Center
painted the mural “Hope and Love” in
Plaza Park. In 2008, England created the
mosaic “Red Strat” to commemorate Leo
Fender’s workshop from the early 1940s.
I would also like to mention the

“Tribute to Leo Fender” mural painted in
2000 by Mike Tauber with assistance
from Troy, Fullerton and Sunny Hills
high school students. This tribute located
on the parking structure behind the
Commonwealth post office, includes like-
nesses of Leo Fender, Jimi Hendrix and
actual Fender factory workers.
Another set of murals in Fullerton,

including the “Welcome to Fullerton,”
sign on the Harbor train overpass, numer-
ous murals inside buildings around town,
a mural at the Ford dealership on the cor-
ner of Woods and Commonwealth, and
one of a muralist creating a mural on the
side of the Villa del Sol on Wilshire were
done by the late Tony Trasport.
Other murals that I included in my

video include: “Fullerton Gold,” inspired
by vintage orange crate art painted by
Margaret Fowler and local high school
students in 2008;  a mosaic tree at Golden
Hill Elementary; “Fullerton: A City Rich
in History” on a back wall close to a
mechanic shop in the SOCO district; and
the Mardi Gras Bourbon Street mural on
the brick wall alley-side of the business off
Commonwealth just east of Harbor.   
Thank you to Judy Berg, the Fullerton

Parks and Recreation Department, and
Fullerton Library’s Local History room
for providing me with enough informa-
tion to write this article.
To access my video, just visit the
Fullerton Observer website, click on the
front cover of the current issue, which
opens the paper and scroll down to my
column. Then click on this link
https://youtu.be/BjEWPOv3b5s.  

Video Column Suggestions?
Readers with suggestions about an

interesting event or historic location in
Fullerton that would make a good video
to cover in this column, can email me at
littleemerson1@gmail.com.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little  © 2016

Above: Painted by Paul Julian, a cartoonist for Warner Brothers Studios, 
"Orange Pickers," located at the Commonwealth post office.

At Left: "Pastoral California," on the side of the Plummer Auditorium, 
is Fullerton's oldest mural and also one of the largest frescos on the west coast.

NIGHTTIME MOUTH-BREATHING DANGER
If you wake up with a dry mouth, you

may be breathing through your mouth
while you sleep. If so, you should know
that nighttime mouth-breathing has
been linked with an increased risk of
dental erosion and tooth decay. The
problem is that breathing through your
mouth dries up saliva, which plays a
vital role in preserving dental health. As
saliva levels drop, the oral environment
becomes increasingly acidic, which
leads to loss of tooth enamel through
erosion (the direct effect of acid without

the influence of bacteria) and tooth
decay (the effect of bacteria breaking
down foods to produce acid). Mouth-
breathing and dry mouth should be
brought to the attention of your dentist,
who can recommend treatment.
Researchers found that pH levels (a

measure of acidity/alkalinity) of mouth-
breathers dropped to 3.6, which is well
below the threshold at which tooth
enamel begins to break down. Getting
to know you and your family’s specific
dental needs is important to us.

Fullerton residents
should appreciate

the creative 
displays of art 
around the 
community.



Kids Rule! by Francine Vudoti © 2016
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month 
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

April 5 FJUHSD Board Meeting
NEXT BOARD MEETING April 19.

•Art Honors: Students were honored
with ribbons and certificates.
•BEAST: Next, there was a quick pres-

entation of BEAST (Biology,
Engineering, Arts, Science, and
Technology), a STEAM program
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Mathematics) that mixes science with
artistic creativity. Fullerton High Principal
Rani Goyal informed the trustees about
the CTE (Career, Technical Education)
animatronic building program that com-
bines physics, computer programming,
robotics, anatomy, arts and gerontology
with hand’s on skills that span basic struc-
ture building, robotics, latex pouring and
air brush methods. The board needs to
approve removing an unused, non-state
safety compliant area on the campus and
erect a prefabricated building add-on to
existing structures so that the new pro-
gram will have the space for equipment,
over 40 students, and 2 teachers. Four
FUHS teachers created and received
grants to cover most of the startup costs to
get this 2-year program off the ground.

Facilities Update
Following school reports, Todd Butcher,

Director of New Construction, presented
facilities updates for four of the high
schools. The administration sought board
approval to move forward obtaining
design submissions covering larger proj-
ects for Buena Park, Fullerton, La Habra ,
and Sonora high schools.
Buena Park principal, Jim Coombs pre-

sented a plan relocating the stadium and
extensive expansion of the agricultural
CTE area. Principal Coombs noted that
the city of Buena Park was interested co-
sponsoring this relocation project. When
Trustee Buchi inquired about the sponsor-
ship, Dr. Scambray replied that nothing
was settled, but they are still talking about
this funding possibility.

Fullerton High presented a concise
plan to rehab its existing stadium while
utilizing two areas of the space-strapped
campus to add track practice areas and
much needed stadium out-buildings
including a weight room, a team room for
Troy (which shares the stadium), rest-
rooms and a concession room. Trustees
Kilponen, Singer and Buchi focused pri-
marily on the placement of a future gym-
nasium site on the proposal plan, even
after being informed that this building
was not part of the current project’s scope.
La Habra Principal Karl Zener

announced a theater and stadium upgrade
plan that will not only provide state-of-
the-art ADA, CIF compliant structures,
but also creates a ticket kiosk that will
serve both venues.

The proposed new Sonora gymnasium
gets wrestlers back in their room and the
dance department off the asphalt area.
Principal Bailey believes it will seat 1,800
students and will finally offer public rest-
rooms to students and their families dur-
ing sporting and dance events.
The trustees approved moving forward

with architectural designing of all the pro-
posed projects. 

Redistrict Mapping proposals
Board members spent time talking

about the proposed demographic maps
redistricting the district and what next
actions are required. The proposed com-
munity meetings are now posted on the
website as April 18th, 27th, and May 2nd
and 11th.  Trustee Montoya said he want-
ed at least one evening meeting at a com-
munity center, and Dr. Williams,
Executive Director of Administrative
Services, eventually conceded that she
would look into it. 
The public hearing began at 10:45pm

and covered the proposed maps as well as
comments on a waiver to by-pass the elec-
tion to decide whether or not to go from
an at-large to a district system - and just
go straight to the district system as some
districts are doing. This would save the
district money. So far, in every case in
which a community has voted against the
district system, the case has gone before a
judge who overturns the vote and also
selects a map without district input.
To view the maps, go to the website,

www.fjuhsd.org and click on the interac-
tive maps. The board asked to remove
maps A, B, C and E from the initial pro-
posed list, leaving B2, C2, and map D on
the website home page presentation. The
maps provide clear street locations and
define areas well. At this preliminary stage
of the process, the community may still
submit their own redistricting maps and
suggest modifications to existing maps. 

Consent Calendar
The consent calendar was unanimously

approved without any open discussion
about the issues, including a contract with
the Placentia Yorba Linda Unified School
District for Troy Aquatics to use El
Dorado Pool facilities in August 2016.

Lice Procedures
An update to the district’s policy con-

cerning care of students with lice was pre-
sented by Dr. Williams who stated that
state law necessitated the update even
though there has been only one case of
lice in the high school district in the past
10 years. Dr. Singer had strong objections. 
Read more about the policy, which

aligns with the existing elementary school

I am not so much into visiting muse-
ums.  I would rather go to Legoland or
Disneyland.
However, I changed my mind when our

class went on a field trip to Mission San
Juan Capistrano. We toured the museum
which has fascinating artifacts and archi-
tecture. 
San Juan Capistrano is one of the 21

missions that were established by Spanish
missionaries to convert natives to Roman
Catholic religion, and to teach the
Spanish culture and livelihood. Father
Junipero Serra who was canonized by
Pope Francis last year, founded this mis-
sion in the late 1700.
The museum in the mission showcased

the ruins of the Great Stone Church, the
Serra Chapel, the 300 year old ornate altar
from Spain, and the classic bells that were
erected in 1813.  It also featured the sol-
diers' bedroom, the office of missionary
priests, dormitory for the natives, work-
shop area and much more.

As I went around the place, it felt like I
was transported into the past. I imagined
myself as a Native American  living in the
mission. It was amazing to be able to see
the things that were used hundreds of
years ago when California was just born. 
I was also fascinated with the classic

bells at the mission. I remembered the
swallows that visit the mission every year
from March to October.  The bells are
rung at the first sight of these birds.   
When I stood by the ruins of the Great

Stone Church, I remembered my 40
ancestors who died when an earthquake
struck.  It created such a sad feeling that I
even had a lump in my throat.  
I am glad I visited this place.  All the

things we learned in school about Alta
California came to life.
But can I tell you a little secret?  It is

actually the beautiful and colorful koi fish
pond that I loved most. I wish I could
take home one koi fish for my pet.  

MISSION SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO: 
GATEWAY TO OUR PAST

district policy on the current agenda
www.boarddocs.com/ca/fjuhsd/Board.nsf
/Public in area 11.1. 

Public Comments
•Mahdi Sabbouri spoke concerning his

inability to obtain his graduation diploma
this year. Superintendent Scambray is
looking into the matter.
•Karen Allen, President of the Fullerton

Council PTA reported a successful elec-
tion of new executive board officers for
the upcoming year. Diana Trout will be
next year’s Fullerton Council president.
She announced that California PTA
selected Fullerton Council PTA as the
Orange County Council of the Year. Mrs.

Allen thanked the school principals and
the administration for their cooperation
and support with such programs like the
Safety Symposium and the new PTA
school choice brochure for parents.
•Shannon Ellis, parent of an FUHS stu-

dent spoke concerning an uncomfortable
experience at the junior/ senior prom.
•John Marvin, FSTO Chief Negotiator,

following state requirements, presented
the trustees with the “sunshine agreement
proposal” for next year’s teacher contract,
even though the district and the teachers
continue negotiating this year’s contract.
•Two parents spoke again against wire-

less technology.
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Lowe’s store manager James J. Philips
and assistant manager Christopher
Stephenson presented Rolling Hills
Elementary with a $5,000 Toolbox for
Education grant at the school’s garden
stand on March 16. The grant will fund
the renovation of the school’s existing veg-
etable gardens and installation of an
orchard. Over 1,400 applications for the
grant were received from schools around
the country.

Rolling Hills hosts a garden stand every
month of the school year to sell fruits and
vegetables, seeds, seedlings and nature-
related crafts from the school’s garden and
gardens of the surrounding residents.
Proceeds from sales support the school
garden. To schedule a visit to the school
contact the office at 714-447-7795.
Learn more about Lowe’s Charitable

Education Foundation Toolbox Grants at
www.toolboxforeducation.com.

YOUTH NEWS

Ryan Simpson was among 200 high achieving students honored at the event.

Nicolas Knights 200 Students
Two hundred high-achieving students

were honored at a ceremony at Nicolas
Junior High School on March 24. The
unusual ceremony featured certificates of
honor presented by Medieval Times King
and his Knights who also entertained with

a tournament. The “Nicolas Knights” are
the school’s mascot. “This year we are
focusing on character excellence, academ-
ics and attendance,” said new Principal
Rudy Torres. School counselor Katerina
Sorrell organized the ceremony. 

Richman School STEAM & Dream Center Opens
The new  STEAM and Dream Center

for Creativity and Innovation is an
absolute dream come true for the students
and families of Richman School.  
“It looks like the future in there!”

exclaimed 5th grader Fernando as he
walked past.  Other comparisons have
been made to the Jet Propulsion Lab
(JPL) in Pasadena and Discovery Science
Center.  
Thanks to the support of so many

including the Phelps Family Foundation,
Fullerton Main Rotary, Fullerton
Education Foundation, St. Jude Medical
Center, Scott Remick and of course, the
Fullerton School District, the STEAM
and Dream Center is the second STEAM
lab for Richman School.  The Reggio
Inspired Primary STEAM Lab opened
two years ago and continues to be a huge
hit with students and families alike.
“We are such a large school, it makes

sense to have two STEAM labs, one
geared towards Kinder-2nd grade students
and the other for 3rd-6th.  This way stu-
dents get to spend quality time in the
highly engaging, highly inspiring environ-
ments which are hubs for 21st Century
learning, where students collaborate,
communicate, think critically, imagine,
create and innovate, and where they can
explore careers.  All of these are aimed
towards meeting the National, State and
District goals of expanding STEM educa-
tion”, stated Principal, Estella Grimm.
Outfitted with two 3D printers, three

SMART TVs, robotics kits, engineering
kits, circuit boards, makerspace area, a
green screen room and green screen out-
door patio, modular furniture and flexible
learning spaces, students enter the space,
put on their lab coats, and are immediate-
ly inspired by the beautiful graphics and a
special sign which helps them to think of

themselves as scientists, computer pro-
grammers, engineers and artists.
At the ribbon cutting ceremony held on

March 9, lab coat clad students shared
demonstrations of the various activities
that will take place in the STEAM and
Dream Center.  Looking like mini scien-
tists, the students beamed with pride as
they shared their projects, presentations,
movie creating, coding and robotics activ-
ities with very impressed visitors and par-
ents, who also beamed with pride.
So why STEAM and not just STEM?

Well, arts education is a key to creativity,
and creativity leads to innovation.  “We
need to emphasize all of these disciplines
in order for our nation to be able to com-
pete globally,” said Principal Grimm.
“Over 80 percent of all jobs in the coming
decade will require a background in
STEM.” 

REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS

• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES

• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES

• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

Rolling Hills Wins $5,000 Garden Grant 

$225,000 Gift Supports
Gravitational Wave
Center at CSUF

Physics alumnus Dan Black has present-
ed the university with a $225,000 gift to
establish the Dan Black Director of the
Gravitational-Wave Physics and
Astronomy Center at CSUF. Titan scien-
tists including Joshua Smith, Jocelyn
Read, Geoffrey Lovelace and Alfonso
Agnew played key roles in the recent dis-
covery of the first direct detection of grav-
itational waves announced February 11
nationwide. The researchers are part of
the LIGO collaboration, a group of over
1,000 scientists from universities around
the US and 14 other countries. Associate
Professor of Physics Joshua Smith will
serve as the inaugural Dan Black Director.

Lovely 
participants
of the
YWCA’s

Annual Prom
Project 
Leslie
Herrera,
Samantha
Gonzales,
Stephanie
Cando, and
Denisse
Rincon 
pose for 
a photo.

Prom Dreams 
Come True

Over 100 girls from 10 high schools in
North Orange County came together to
participate in the Ninth Annual
YWCANOC Prom Project on March 19.
The event was hosted by the United
Methodist Church of Fullerton.  
Over 50 volunteers donated their time

to make this event successful. Volunteers
were from Fullerton College, National
Charity League, Eastside Christian High
School, and California State University
Fullerton.  
The Troy High School Baseball Team

brought their entire team to help end the
day and tear down the event. It was truly
a community effort that highlighted a day
that made so many girls feel special.
High school girls from low income fam-

ilies enjoyed the Cinderella event receiv-
ing new or gently used formals, acces-
sories, shoes, and professional hair and

makeup sessions from Colleen O’ Hara’s
School of Beauty.
“This was a special day where dreams

truly did come true,” stated Rosamaria
Gomez Amaro. “Now they can attend
their prom with self-confidence and no
financial burdens.”
Event chairpersons, Rosamaria Gomez

Amaro and Johanna Hulme did an exem-
plary job pulling together a collaborative
team making this event a success.
Members of the Prom Planning
Committee were Lisa and her daughter
Ansley Wozab, Andrea O’Loughlin, Kris
Hanna, Mona Mash, Carol Snow,
Kathleen Prindle, Chastity Ramos,
Christina Medina, and Diane Masseth-
Jones.
Sponsors included Agaci, Colleen

O’Hara’s Beauty Academy, Dr. Elizabeth
Berbos, D.M.D., Elite Education, Murex
Environmental, Poshmark: Joey O Shoes,
Pacific Catering Company, Project
Glimmer, Soroptimist International
Fullerton, and Pacific World Corporation.
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Fullerton Union High School is sending
players for the third straight year to the
prestigious California Interscholastic
Federation Ojai Valley tennis tournament.  
Only the top players in California are

invited.  Fullerton High’s doubles team
was the only one invited from the Freeway
League.   Juniors Terry Kang and Kevin
Chiang qualified as a doubles team this
year.  The two won the Freeway League

Doubles title in 2015.  They are the varsi-
ty team’s captains and look forward to
another successful year.  
This is Coach Palmisano’s third season

as the head coach and he is ecstatic for the
hard working doubles team.  
Eddie Gutierrez, class of 2015 FUHS

graduate, went to Ojai the last two years
as a singles player and made it to the semi-
finals.  

Coach Leon Palmisano, Kevin Chiang, Terry Kang, Coach Patrick Takkinen

Fullerton Union High School Honor
Roll sophomore Kate Petrusse, 15, won
the 2016 Interscholastic Equestrian
League "Western Limit" Championship
on March 13th. 
The Western Limit events are the

Varsity level of Western-Style equestrian
riding. Each school year, there are 8
League competitions, involving equestri-
ans from both private and public schools
throughout LA and Orange counties. 
There are four styles of riding a com-

petitor can enter:  Dressage,
English/Hunter-Jumper, Western, and
Gymkhana (gymkhana are gaming events
like barrel racing).  Although Kate holds
youth-world championships in both
Western and English riding events, her
horses are not hunter-jumpers, and are
not dressage or gaming horses, so she rep-
resents Fullerton High in the Western
Limit events.  
The Interscholastic Equestrian League

keeps track of the points achieved by each
rider in every event, to then give out high
point awards at the yearly banquet, held at
the Mission Viejo Country Club. Kate
and her horse, Specially Vested (barn
name Paris) won the high point in 4 out
of 5 Western Limit Events, and won the
Individual Western Limit Championship
Trophy for 2016.  Kate and Specially
Vested almost had enough points to win
the "School" Championship for Western

Limit, but given Kate is the only partici-
pant from Fullerton High, it’s difficult for
one rider to top schools that have sizeable
equestrian teams. However, next year if
Kate accumulates a few more points, she
just might pull off bringing FUHS the
"School" Western Limit Championship as
well.  It's a goal she's aiming for.  
Kate is also aiming to win another

Youth World Championship, this coming
July, at the AjPHA World Horse Show in
Fort Worth Texas.  Kate will compete with
two horses at this summer’s AjPHA World
Show:  riding her mare, Paris (Specially
Vested), and her gelding, Seven (See You
At Seven).  

Kate Petrusse Wins 2016 Western League
Equestrian Championship for Fullerton High

Kate Petrusse with her horses Paris and Seven competed for Fullerton High.

Fullerton High Tennis Headed to Ojai 
for Third Straight Year!

Assisteens Honor Seniors by Kristine Ersek
The Fullerton Assisteens, the junior

branch of the Assistance League of
Fullerton, will present its  annual charity
fashion show on May 7th at the Sheraton
Park Hotel in Anaheim. 
The Assisteens group is made up of 66

girls from grades 7th through 12th from
the Fullerton area.
The girls are involved in a variety of

philanthropic events and services
throughout the year, including an annual
holiday party for the Boys & Girls Club of
Fullerton; preparation of Thanksgiving
baskets for Fullerton families; helping
Pathways of Hope with distribution of
food and gifts to the underprivileged at
holiday time; helping on Saturdays to run
the Assistance League’s Bargain Box Thrift

Store on Amerige; and assisting with the
Assistance League’s annual “Taste of the
Town” and “Day of Authors” events.  In
addition, many of the girls have spent
Saturday mornings helping children dur-
ing Saturday School at Richman and
Pacific Drive elementary schools.
Thirteen local high school seniors will

be honored at this year's fashion show for
their years of service with this organiza-
tion.  
Graduating seniors pictured above are

Audrey Barrera, Emily Calomino, Gianna
Cross, Riley Ersek, Emma Fagundo,
Annie Hodgson, Victoria Hoferer,
Samantha Marnikovich, Emma Minahan,
Katie Monson, Amelia Pesci, Margaret
Saner, and Brooke Sinek.

Big South Conference Announces 
Eddie Gutierrez as Men's Tennis Player of  Week
Liberty University's Eddie Gutierrez,

2015 Fullerton High School graduate, is
the Big South Conference Freshman
Player of the Week.  Gutierrez went 2-0
on the week, winning both his singles and
doubles matches against East Carolina.
He teamed up with Liberty's Egon

Sammiato to win his doubles point for the
Liberty Flames.  Gutierrez then won in
straight sets, 6-2, 6-1 against East
Carolina University's Georgi Ronny to
improve his singles record.  Gutierrez will
be competing later this month in the Big
South Championships tournament.  

FREE HELP LINES

•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLC-
TEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also avail-
able online at teenlineonline.org.

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for non-
emergency help on any issue you are hav-
ing in OC. Free. www.211.org

•WTLC: If someone you know is, or
you are, the victim of domestic abuse,
contact the 24-hour bilingual hotline at
877-531-5522. 
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STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-525-4484    www.stagesoc.org

•UNEXPECTED SONG conceived, arranged and directed by
Robert Tully opens April 22 and plays thru May 22. What hap-
pens when you take a classic Broadway tune and give it a twist?
•MISSED CONNECTIONS by Jill Johnson April 24 at 6pm.

•INTO THE WOODS music and lyrics by Stephen
Sondheim, book by James Lapine, directed by Eve
Himmelheber, musical direction Mitchell Hanlon plays at the
Little Theatre through April 24.
•DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER by Marc Camoletti, adapt-

ed by Robin Hawdon, directed by Mark Ramont opens April 22
in the Young Theater and plays thru May 8.
•SPRING DANCE THEATRE coordinated by Gladys Kares

performs in the Little Theater May 5 thru May 15.

CLAYES PERFORMING ARTS
Cal State University 800 N. State College, Fullerton  
Tickets: 657-278-3371  www.arts.fullerton.edu

MUCKENTHALER
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton
714-738-6595  www.the-

muck.org

•SOUTH KOREAN ARTIST
BUMJOON LEE exhibit in the main
gallery. The artist uses a unique tech-
nique of scratching surreal to com-
monplace images into the surfaces of
stainless steel sheets. Free. Exhibit is
up thru June 12.

PLASTICS UNWRAPPED shares
what life was like before plastics, how
they are made, and what happens
after they are thrown away. The exhib-
it runs through Sunday, May 1, 2016.

FULLERTON 
MUSEUM CENTER

Pomona Ave, at E. Wilshire 
Downtown Fullerton

714-738-6545

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-526-7070   www.mavericktheater.com
•THE TOXIC AVENGER by Joe DiPietro, music by David

Bryan, directed by Anthony Galleran plays thru May 7. A
charming but toxic love story and laugh-out-loud musical with a
wailin’ rock score featuring a storyline where Melvin Ferd the
Third wants to clean up Tromaville, the most polluted town in
New Jersey. 

Plein Air Painters Konnie Kim and Terri Derler Exhibit
Local artists Konnie Kim and Terri Derler are having a two

person fine art exhibition at Placentia Library. Terri's work will
be displayed until the end of April and Konnie's work until the
end of May. The show is coordinated by Placentia-Yorba Linda
Art Association.
Konnie and Terri share their love not only for art, nature and

dark chocolate but they also have in common a work history as
graphic designers, picture frame shop owners and art instruc-
tors. These two painting buddies specialize in painting land-
scape but also do still life paintings on occasion. 

At
Left:
One of
Terri’s
local 
land-
scapes.

Above: Konnie Kim on location
At Right: One of Konnie’s seascapes.

The Wild Mountain Mystics are one of the performing groups.

Local Concert Supports Ban on
Fracking Sunday April 24 by Bill Gann
Artist/musician Steve Metzger, Wild Mountain Mystics, and

Dusty B & The Jealous Hand are joining folk legend Steve
Noonan for a Sunday, April 24th concert from 2pm to 5pm at a
private Sunny Hills home. Reservations and directions to the
outside venue are available by email request to:
AM.House.Concerts@gmail.com. Proceeds from a $20 donation
at the door go to Ban Fracking Now and Food & Water Watch.
A new study examining global water scarcity recently pub-

lished in the journal Science Advances found severe water scarcity
affects 4 billion people a year.  Perhaps foreseeing clean water
shortages, Michael Burry, the economic genius depicted in the
film The Big Short, has now turned to investing in one commod-
ity—water. Burry, who foresaw the economic collapse of 2008,
sees water as the next issue. Since Burry unraveled the criminal
activity of Wall Street investors and bankers his interest in water
has inspired followers
and intrigued journalists. 
The June 22, 2015
Rolling Stone story by
Paul Solotaroff illustrates
how modern hydraulic
fracking came of age in
January of 2001 after
President George W.
Bush convened a closed-
door task force on oil
independence.  Bush
named VP Dick Cheney,
former CEO of
Halliburton, to lead the
effort. Fossil fuel industry
barons met in secret and
wrote a carte-blanch

In addition to painting in studios, they often
visit the most beautiful spots in O.C. to do
"plein air" (outdoor) paintings.
These award-winning artists are active mem-

bers of Laguna Plein Air Painters Association,
Anaheim Art Association and Placentia-Yorba
Linda Art Association. Their artwork can be
viewed online at www.konniekim.com and
www.terriderler.com
The Placentia Library, 411 E. Chapman

Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870, is open Mon-
Thurs, 9am to 8pm; Fri & Sat. 9am-5pm; and
Sundays from 1pm-5pm. 

THEATER

FINE ART MUSIC

exemption for fracking from the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
Bobby Magill’s Climate Central column in Scientific American

reported on July 1, 2015 that drilling a single fracking well can
require up to 13 times more water than the polluting process can
produce in fossil fuel.  “Oil and natural gas fracking, on average,”
Magill writes, “uses more than 28 times the water than it did 15
years ago, gulping up to 9.6 million gallons of water per well and
putting farming and drinking sources at risk in arid states, espe-
cially during drought.” 
Fracking is an extremely unsafe way of extracting fossil fuels

from the ground which harms our drinking water, health, envi-
ronment, and climate and has been linked to earthquakes. In
addition, reliance on fracking keeps us from moving on to
investing in renewable energy. Communities around the world
are uniting to ban fracking. Visit Food & Water Watch at
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/problems/fracking for more
information on why banning fracking is a good idea whose time
has come.

Steve Noonan

MORE ART

Above: Terri Derler on location

Fullerton ArtWalk
Friday, May 6
6pm to 10pm

Downtown Fullerton
www.fullertonartwalk.com

THE LINE UP:
Steve Noonan is a singer-songwriter acoustic guitar musician

who tells stories in the tradition of Woody Guthrie, Phil Ochs,
Tim Hardin, and Bob Dylan. 
Dusty B & the Jealous Hand take you down a familiar coun-

try road to visit old friends in folk, blues and old time rock ‘n roll
from Merle to Prine, and from Elvis to Seger, with sojourns into
new original songs along the way.
Wild Mountain Mystics play music ranging from tender-

hearted love songs to foot-stompin’ folk blues, mainly on
acoustic guitar and mandolin. Their voices, gritty and smooth,
blend in a way that can be reminiscent of traditional mountain
music, while their lyrics often aspire toward poetry.
Steve Metzger is an artist, singer/ songwriter, musician and a

Fullerton College professor.
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MON, APRIL 18
•7:30pm: Laguna Flutes Perform

classical music favorites at Fullerton
First United Methodist Church, 114
N. Pomona (at Commonwealth).
The 24-member ensemble, ranging
from tiny piccolos to large alto and
bass flutes is directed by Pacific
Symphony’s principal flautist
Cynthia Ellis. Tickets include a post-
concert dessert reception with the
artists. $20; $10/students.
www.northocconcerts.org  

TUES, APRIL 19
•10am-2pm: 15th Annual OC

Clothesline Project at Fullerton
College, 321 E. Chapman. Over
1,000 multi-colored t-shirts hang on
clotheslines at colleges throughout
the county, each with a message from
a victim of crime in this installation
against violence
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting

Public Hearing on District Vote
Maps; Fireworks Lottery Drawing;
West Coyote Hills Update; Short-
term Vacation Rental Zoning
amendment; Valencia Park
Sprayground; Replace sewer mains
and reconstruct residential streets
near Lawrence, Patterson and
Truslow avenues.
•7pm-8:30pm: OLLI Musicians

Talent Showcase at Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth will
feature three musical groups com-
prised of retired musicians and
singers performing Broadway, swing,
and jazz classics by the 30-member
Voce di Oro directed by Marge
Osborn; the 23-piece band Curtain
Call directed by James Hartford; and
the 18-musician All That Jazz direct-
ed by Corrine Griffith. 714-738-
6326

WED, APRIL 20
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park (next to the DMV on Valencia,
between Euclid and Highland) fea-
tures fresh produce, flowers, plants,
nuts, eggs, and more straight from
the farmer to you. Open every
Wednesday rain or shine.
•10am-2pm: 15th Annual OC

Clothesline Project at Cal State
Fullerton Main Quad, 800 N. State
College Blvd.Over 1,000 multi-col-
ored t-shirts hang on clotheslines at
colleges throughout the county, each
with a message from a victim of
crime in this installation against vio-
lence.
•4pm: Free Asian American

Pacific Islander Month Screening
of “A Place in the Middle” in room
210B of University Hall, CSUF, 800
N. State College Blvd. More infor-
mation is available from the Asian
Pacific American Resource Center at
657-278-3742.
•4pm-7pm: Teens Only Book &

Movie Club features screening and
discussion of The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak. Read the book
beforehand and come watch the
movie, enjoy snacks and discussion
with other high school students at
Fullerton Public Library Teen Area,
353 W. Commonwealth. Free

THURS, APRIL 21
•11am: Korean-American Poet

Hanna Sanghee Park featured in
Rotary Club room of Pollak Library,
CSUF, 800 N. State College Blvd.
Free. More information is available
from the Asian Pacific American
Resource Center at 657-278-3742.
•4pm-8:30pm: Downtown

Thursday Market & Beer/Wine
Garden at the Fullerton Downtown

Plaza.  E. Wilshire at Pomona. Fresh
produce, live music, kids activities,
beer/wine garden, food and craft ven-
dors. Free admission & parking.
•6:30pm: Free Family Movie

Night  at Osborne Auditorium,
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Screening “Open
Season: Scared Silly” (PG). No regis-
tration required.  
•7:30pm: Jouyssance Early

Music Ensemble at Muckenthaler
Cultural Center, 1201 W. Malvern,
Fullerton, features performance of
music from the 14th to mid-17th
centuries. Tickets are $25; $16/stu-
dents & seniors. www.themuck.org 

FRI APRIL 22
•9am-11am: Commission to End

Homelessness Board Meeting at
OC Community Services, Building
B, Conference rooms A/B/C, 2nd
floor, 1300 S. Grand Ave., Santa
Ana.
•5pm-8pm: Earth Day Stroll &

California Native Meadow Debut
at Fullerton Arboretum, 1900
Associated Road, at the northeast
edge of the CSUF campus. $5
•7pm-8pm: Economic

Opportunities and Urgency of
Action on Climate Change present-
ed by Wayne Taylor, a retired univer-
sity professor of biochemistry and a
member of Citizen’s Climate Lobby.
First Lutheran Church Hall, 215 N.
Lemon at Wilshire St.  The moral
and economic imperative for fast
action on limiting global warming by
immediately shifting from dirty fossil
fuels to clean renewable energy from
sun and wind. Free 

SAT, APRIL 23.
•1pm-4pm: Local Non-Fiction

Authors speak about their work and
how they got published with Q&A
with Noel Morales, Believe & Grow
Smart; Tyler Appel, 69 Shades Of
Tyler; and Jeanette Mary Easter, You
Were Created for My Glory; Library,
353 W. Commonwealth.
•4pm-5pm: Economic

Opportunities in Climate Change
at First Lutheran Church Hall, 215
N. Lemon at Wilshire St. Wayne
Taylor emphasizes the positive
actions we can take to succeed  dur-
ing the coming crisis of global warm-
ing on Earth. Free
•5pm: La Habra ArtWalk

Imperial Promenade, 1040 W.
Imperial Hwy, La Habra. Free.

SUN APRIL 24
•11am-4pm: Fullerton Beautiful

Open Gardens Tour features a tour
of local gardens. Buy $15 map at
Fullerton College. See article page 8.
•12pm: Fullerton CROP Walk

fundraiser to end hunger sponsored
by Pathways of Hope begins at the
Fullerton Downtown Plaza, 125 E.
Wilshire Ave. Visit www.crophunger-
walk.org/fullertonca  to sign up.

WED, APRIL 27
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park (See Wed, April 20 listing)

THURS, APRIL 28
•3pm-6pm: Almost Cinco de

Mayo Happy Hour at Fullerton
Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth. Dance to the 5 Star
Band and enjoy complimentary hors
d’oeuvres, a no host bar, and raffle
drawings. Age 21 and over. Presented
by the Fullerton Senior Club. $4
(beer & wine $3; soft drinks & water
$1). 714-738-6305.

•4pm-8:30pm: Downtown
Market & Beer/Wine Garden at the
Fullerton Downtown Plaza. See
details for April 21
•7:30pm: Vincent Van Gogh One

Man Show at Muckenthaler
Cultural Center, 1201 W. Malvern,
Fullerton, features award-winning
actor Aaron Pyle as the brilliant and
troubled Dutch artist through his
journals, letters and recollections.
Tickets are $25; $16/students & sen-
iors. www.themuck.org 

FRI, SAT & SUN, 
APRIL 29 & 30 & MAY 1

•La Habra Citrus Fair at 321 E.
La Habra Blvd (at Euclid) in La
Habra features livestock expo, food
court, entertainment, rides, arts &
crafts and other vendors. Friday
5pm-11pm and Sat & Sun, noon to
9pm. Free admission. www.cit-
rusfair.com

SAT, APRIL 30
•10am-3pm: Take Back Drug

Day drop off your unneeded left-
over prescription and over-the-
counter drugs for safe disposal at the
Fullerton Police Department’s curb-
side entrance on Highland (at 237
W. Commonwealth Ave.). The pro-
gram is free and completely anony-
mous. Call 714-738-6836 for more
information.

SAT & SUN, 
APRIL 30 & MAY 1

•9am-5pm: Railroad Days 2016
at the Fullerton Train Station, on east
Santa Fe. (see article on back page for
details.)
•All Day: Latino Americans: 500

Years of History Digitization Day
features opportunity for community
members to have photographs and
documents digitized by library staff
and added to the local history collec-
tion. All participants will be given a
copy of the digitized versions of their
materials. Fullerton Public Library
Local History Room, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free

SUN,  MAY 1
•3:30pm: Friends of Music Free

Concert - Adaskin String Trio at
Sunny Hills High Performing Arts
Center, 1801 Warburton Way,
Fullerton. The concert features works
by Elgar, Bethoven, Ronald-Manuel
and Mozart performed by the trio
joined by award winning oboist Tom
Gallant. Call 714-526-5310 or visit
www.fullertonfriendsofmusic.com
for more info. Free 

TUES,  MAY 3
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting

Fullerton City Hall. 
•5:30pm: Resume 101 a free

workshop on advanced resume tech-
niques at Osborne Auditorium,
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 714-738-6326
TUES, MAY 3, 10, 17, 24 & 30
•6:30pm: Zumba Classes at La

Habra Library, 221 E. La Habra
Blvd, La Habra. Free 

WED, MAY 4
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park (See Wed, April 20 listing)

THURS,  MAY 5
•5:30pm-7:30pm: Lis Leyson,

Author of the Boy on the Wooden
Box will talk about her husband
Leon Leyson, the youngest person to
be saved on Oskar Schindler’s famous
list, and how his story came to be
told. A Q&A and book signing fol-
lows the talk. Conference Center,
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 714-738-6326.

by Joyce Mason © 2016

HITS & 
MISSES

DEMOLITION:  Two Misses
Take two extraordinarily talented actors—Jake

Gyllenthaal and Naomi Watts—and hire the direc-
tor of two Oscar nominated films, Jean-MarcVallee
(“Dallas Buyers Club” and “Wild”), and we should
expect a movie with this much talent to be good, but
“Demolition” suffers from Bryan Sipe’s bad script
that makes preposterous assumptions and features
unlikely coincidences.
Davis Mitchell (Gyllenthaal) is commuting to his

high-powered job in New York City with his wife
Julia (Heather Lind) driving the car as she reminds
him that their refrigerator is leaking and he needs to
fix it. Two minutes into this opening scene, their car
is broadsided and Julia is killed. For the rest of the
movie, we see her only in flashbacks.
When the emergency room doctor tells Davis that

his wife has died, he slumps into a chair, getting up
only to put money into a vending machine for
Peanut M&Ms. After the machine swallows his
money without delivering the candy, Davis rails
against the inefficiency of dispensing machines and
goes home to write a complaint letter to Champion
Vending Company.  His handwritten letter becomes
the vehicle for the audience to hear the story of his
marriage to Julia.
Davis’s marriage had provided him an economic

move upward, for Julia’s father, who runs a success-
ful investment firm, has hired his son-in-law to work
for him.  Phil (Chris Cooper), a decent but strong-
willed executive, encourages Davis to take a bereave-
ment leave.  Instead,  Davis returns to the office and
sets about destroying files and creating chaos.
Acting on his father-in-law’s inadvertent advice to
go home and  “take something apart and fix it,”
Davis returns to his lovely, suburban home in White
Plains and begins demolishing the leaking refrigera-
tor.  
He also resumes writing his long letters to

Champion Vending.  One night Davis receives a call
from the company’s customer-service representative,
Karen Moreno (Watts), who has been reading his
letters and, moved by them, wants to express her
sympathy.  He feels that Karen is the only person
with whom he can unburden himself, so he discov-
ers where she lives and contacts her.  Karen’s life is
not in a good place either.  She and her troubled
teenage son  live with the owner of Champion
Vending, a man who works hard but bullies Karen,
and she needs a friend and confidante as much as
Davis does.  
Neither Karen nor Davis seems to want their rela-

tionship to go further than platonic friendship, but
this friendship does allow Davis to hang out with
her son, Chris (Judah Lewis), recently expelled from
school for smoking, truancy and bad language.
Together they literally and figuratively  pull off the
demolition of Davis’s past life with Julia.
Except for the work of its lead actors, and

Cooper’s performance as Phil, “Demolition” fails on
every level.  Even the talented Gyllenhaal cannot
make Davis a sympathetic protagonist.  We do not
believe that he is “numb with grief ” and must find
an outlet for his emotions through demolition.
Karen, although not having a sexual relationship
with Davis, nevertheless encourages him to come to
her house whenever her partner is gone. Teenager
Chris, puffing on cigarettes and swearing, remains
unpleasant to watch on screen
In addition, the script does not clarify the emo-

tional tenor of the movie.  We’re not sure if Davis
and Julia were ever happy in their marriage since the
pre-accident flashbacks portray Julia as a cold,
unemotional person.  Are we to believe that Davis
genuinely misses her or is he feeling guilt  over a
sense of relief now that she is gone?  The only char-
acter whose emotions seem to make any sense is
Julia’s grieving father, Phil, whose eyes are rimmed
with red and who tries to bond with his son-in-law.                                                           

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It.

Two Misses: Don’t Bother.

THURS, APRIL 21 continued THURS, APRIL 28 continued



REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU

Fullerton's Coast to Coast
Homeless Foundation Director
Marie Aveno, boardmembers and
volunteers participated in the 14th
Annual Faces of Fullerton which
took place on April 9, 2016 at the
downtown plaza.  
Coast to Coast and many other

non-profit organizations, local
schools and groups had booths at the
annual event in order to reach out to
the community with information
about their services.  For more infor-
mation on Coast to Coast, visit
www.coasttocoastfoundation.org.
See page 6 for more on the event.
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Orangethorpe
Christian 
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE

FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
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LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  WELCOME  YOU

Lois Kathleen Madley
entered the Kingdom of
Heaven on March 19, 2016
at the age of 92 in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, at home with
her loving daughters and
caregiver by her side. 
Lois moved to Santa Fe

from her home of 58 years
in Fullerton just last spring,
shortly after her husband of
72 years, Harry ‘Sam’
Madley passed. She was lovingly shepherded
through the last year of her life by her daugh-
ters and longtime caregiver. During her year
in Santa Fe, Lois was the heart of her family
with daughters, numerous grandchildren,
and beloved nieces coming and going on a
daily basis, and gathering around her table
for Holiday dinners.
Born in Los Angeles in 1923, Lois was the

second of four children born to Arthur and
Ruth Norman. Her family lived in
Hollywood, Gardena—where she attended
high school—and San Marino. She attended
South Pasadena City College. She met her
husband when she took a job as a radio tech-
nician at California Institute of Technology
where Sam, a recent Cal Tech graduate, was
her supervisor. It was love at first sight and
they married soon after Sam joined the Navy
in 1942. Their daughter Kathleen was born a
year later, to be followed by Susan, Mary
Lynn, Christine and Carol Jean. Eventually
the family settled in Fullerton.
Lois will be remembered for her great ‘joie

de vivre’. A stellar homemaker, she was tire-
less in contributions to her family—from
cooking and sewing for daughters and grand-
children, to accompanying the family at the
piano, to maintaining a vibrant, welcoming
home for all. She inspired others with her
positive, upbeat attitude, intellectual curiosi-
ty, warmth and generosity.
Her natural beauty was complimented by a

strong work ethic, exceptional dynamism,
and resilience. She sang in the Methodist
church choir well into her 80’s; volunteered
at the library; kept abreast of multiple gener-
ations of her family; read avidly (she was a
longtime member of the Wednesday
Morning Book Club); maintained a glorious
flower garden; aced jeopardy trivia; prepared
daily meals from scratch; assertively navigat-
ed California freeways; and walked daily. 

Lois leant an air of effi-
ciency to everything she
did, but not at the expense
of showing profound gen-
erosity to others. She was a
matriarch who positively
influenced many lives in
her family and community.
In 1973 she became a

docent at the Bowers
Museum in Santa Ana,
where she worked for 35

years, receiving a Lifetime Achievement
Award for her contributions. In addition to
giving tours, she was a founding member of
the School Outreach Program, creating orig-
inal presentations on Orange County history,
the Gold Rush and West African Art and
Culture. She presented these programs to
schoolchildren throughout Orange County,
bringing history to life through intriguing
artifacts she assiduously collected and shared
with them.
Her other volunteer connections include

the Friends of the Fullerton Library, the St
Jude Hospital Guild, Friends of Music,
Crittenton’s Felicia Auxiliary, United
Methodist Women, and the Fullerton Guild
of the OC Symphony Association. 
Lois and Sam shared a long, beautiful life

together. Their legacy lives on in their chil-
dren and grandchildren, who will carry on
their love of singing, history, art, hiking, trav-
el and so much more. The love they shared
will continue to enhance and influence many
lives. 
The family thanks our parents’ wonderful

caregivers through the years, including
Seacrest Hospice in Fullerton and Ambercare
Hospice in Santa Fe. We are at peace know-
ing our beautiful mother is at last with God
in Heaven and that our beloved parents are
joined together forever.
She is survived by her daughter Kathleen

and son-in-law Bruce Dunham, daughter
Susan Madley and son-in-law Jesse Philips,
daughters Mary Lynn Madley, Christine
Madley, and Carol Jean Madley; grandchil-
dren Jason Dunham, Jeremy Madley, Ben
Madley, Cory Madley, Lincoln Madley,
Elizabeth McLister, Iris McLister, Isabel
Madley, James Stodgel and Joseph Stodgel,
and by nine great-grandchildren; her brother
Neil Norman and sister-in-law Jan Norman,
and her brother-in-law Leo B. Smith.

Lois Kathleen Madley • April 11, 1923 – March 19, 2016

Coast to Coast at Faces by Dennis Saab

Coast to Coast board member Dennis Saab, volunteer Marcil, Director Marie Aveno,
Fullerton Police Chief Dan Hughes, and board member Martine Lado.

Approval of Former Bus Terminal Purchase 
The OC Board of

Supervisors at its April 26
meeting is set to finalize the
acquisition of the former bus
terminal on 5th Street in Santa
Ana. The property went into
escrow in Dec. 2015 after
supervisors voted to buy it for
$3,298,000. The site contains a
bus terminal, the 7-story office
building housing the OC
Health Care Agency, and a
parking structure which earns
about $107,000 per year in
paid parking fees.
The terminal has been identi-

fied as one that could become a
permanent homeless shelter for
the area though the wall-free
unheated structure  would

require expensive funding to retrofit into
a comfortable solution. 
Meanwhile the county bought a ware-

house on Kraemer Place in Anaheim
which is expected to open at the end of
2016 or early 2017 as a year-round multi-
service homeless shelter.
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Happy 18th Anniversary
to Zac & Kristi

A great duo who makes the time 
to have fun together.

Happy
Birthday
Gabrielle
April 30

& Good Luck 
on your 

driving test!
Love 

Grammy
It has been more than 3 months since the OC

Board of Supervisors closed escrow on 1000 N.
Kraemer Place in Anaheim, a very good location
with OCTA buses  38, 59, 129, and 213 providing
transportation so homeless can get to work, school
and medical appointments and back home. 
The very next step was to pick an operator who

had experience in running a 200 bed shelter. My
homeless friends and I would be happy with Mercy
House, Mary’s Kitchen, OCTA bus driver’s union,
Hope Lifted, the Illumination Foundation, the
OC Rescue Mission or any other emergency hous-
ing non-profit that is ready and willing to be the
operator.
What makes this matter so very important at

this very moment is the fact that the Fullerton and
Santa Ana Armory Emergency Shelter Programs
will be closing on Friday, April 15, 2016 for the
rest of the year.  Before my homeless friends and I
have to go back to the streets of Fullerton and
Santa Ana, the county must open up the Kraemer
Place shelter, just like they did with the Transit
Terminal shelter in Santa Ana.
Again, let’s not wait until the shelters close to do

what we know is the right thing to do. Let this be
the last time we, the homeless will ever have to
return to the streets or armories. We have been  so
blessed to have come this far with the shelters. Let’s
not turn back now. Let’s keep moving forward.
Also, if the opening must wait, let’s open up the

churches as shelters in the meantime. The City of
Fullerton code sections 15.04.040 allows each
church to have an emergency shelter for 12 or
fewer homeless individuals. 

Open Homeless Shelter Now

COMMUNITY OPINIONS continued

Polling Place Mess
For the last several elections the polling place

designated for Fullerton voters in the 92831 zip-
code is located in a town-home garage. The place
is dimly lit and densely packed with all kinds of
junk, with booths crammed into nooks and cor-
ners. Who is responsible for selecting the polling
places? It could be set in so many places in the
vicinity but someone has selected this place.  I
hope someone can look into this matter and advise
me on how locations are selected and what are the
criteria.                              Perwaiz Ahmad Fullerton

ED: You can call the OC Registrar of Voters to
make a complaint at 714-567-7600. I called them
and was told that the location is not on the current
list as a polling place. Perhaps it was dropped after
inspection or complaints during the last election.
OC Registrar of Voters is always on the lookout for
suitable polling places. You or someone else in your
zipcode could volunteer to host one.

FULLERTON PROMOTED AS A MOVIE LOCATION
Fullerton issues about 65 permits per year for

filming in the city; 25% to student film groups.
The City Council voted unanimously at its April

5 meeting to  go with staff ’s recommendation and
partner with the 20-year-old nonprofit Film LA. 
Film LA Vice President Donna Washington was

present and said the company is under contract
with 20 jurisdictions and school districts to man-
age filming operations. Well-known in the indus-

try, the company is on-call 365 days of the year,
oversees locations, provides on-site monitoring of
crews, and handles all complaints,  accounting and
fee collection - passing the funds on to the city at
no cost to the city. Film LA accepts all debt liabil-
ity and is paid by the film groups which benefit
from having a central consultant to handle produc-
tion planning. Learn more about the group at
www.filmla.com. 

FULLERTON, CA MUNICIPAL CODE  Title 15
ZONING  

Chapter 15.04 INTERPRETATION 
AND DEFINITIONS 

Sections: 15.04.040.   Definitions.
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION means an establish-

ment the principal purpose of which is religious wor-
ship and for which the primary space is a sanctuary.
Religious activities and services held in the sanctuary
are conducted at scheduled times and in an organized
fashion. The establishment may also include accessory
facilities in the same or separate building including
classrooms, assembly rooms, restrooms, kitchen, library
or reading room, emergency shelter for 12 or fewer
homeless individuals and a one-family dwelling unit for
use by the titular head of the institution. 

Curtis Gamble Fullerton
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BALANCE & CHANGE

LOCAL NEWS

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5       www.michellegottlieb.com

Face each day with joy and excite-
ment. We do not know what the day
will bring. We do not control what oth-
ers will bring to us. All we know is us
and what we are feeling. We do not
even know what we are capable of, for
we are capable of much more than we
think. 
Trust that you have the inner

strength to deal with what the world
brings you today. Trust that you have
humor to laugh at the ridiculousness
that the world gives you. Trust that you
have the fortitude to stick it out. Trust
yourself. You can do this, whatever
“this” is. You will learn and grow from
these challenges. You will become a bet-
ter person, if you allow it.
The main thing that stops us from

succeeding is the belief that we cannot.
We cannot handle it, we cannot deal,
we cannot learn. Whatever it is, we can-
not. But humans are so inventive and
capable. We can do so much. We can
overcome so much. Believe that you
can, not that you cannot.
Think about all those thoughts that

you have that stop you, that inform
your life in a negative way. The belief
that you can will carry you further than
anything else. Trust that you can.
So, face each day with joy and excite-

ment. Because of what you will face
today, you will become a better human.
You will become closer to the best that
you can be. What an exciting thought!
And enjoy the journey!

Facing Each Day with Joy

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA) has requested that the
National Toxicology Program (NTP) conduct
toxicological studies to enhance the under-
standing of the health impacts of chemicals
released from synthetic turf, with an emphasis
on the crumb rubber in the fields.  
There is an urgent need for such toxicological

information given that exposures are ongoing
and involve children.  OEHHA is conducting a
Synthetic Turf Study that will provide exposure
information and ultimately a health impacts
assessment. Some chemicals have toxicity infor-
mation, but there is little toxicity data on many
released chemicals, and there is very limited
information on crumb rubber as a whole.
Information gained from the studies will help
OEHHA evaluate health impacts associated
with the use of crumb rubber in synthetic turf
fields and playground mats.  Visit
www.oehha.ca.gov/risk/SyntheticTurfStudies/p
df/OEHHA_NTP110915.pdf

The United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum is asking for the public’s input in
helping Museum historians and curators
learn what American newspapers reported
about the Nazi persecution and killing of
Jews. History Unfolded: U.S. Newspapers
and the Holocaust is an innovative nation-
wide crowdsourcing project that invites
students, teachers and others to con-
tribute to ongoing research on how piv-
otal events from the Holocaust period
were first reported.
More than 900 articles have already

been submitted by contributors all over
the country, pulled from newspapers

including the Bangor Daily News in
Maine, the Baltimore Afro American, the
Youngstown Ohio Vindicator, the Sanford
Herald in Florida and the Santa Cruz
Sentinel in California.

About the Museum
A living memorial to the Holocaust, the

United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum inspires citizens and leaders
worldwide to confront hatred, prevent
genocide, and promote human dignity. Its
far-reaching educational programs and
global impact are made possible by gener-
ous donors. For more information, visit
www.ushmm.org.

STUDY ON HEALTH IMPACTS
OF FAKE GRASS

Holocaust Museum Seeks Public Input for
History Unfolded:What Americans Knew 

from the gas tax to a Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT) tax, a potential
Infrastructure Improvement Financing
District, and a return of additional former
Redevelopment Agency funds. Other,
local, funding options are future bond
financing, and the sale or lease of unneed-
ed city-owned properties.  These include
the land at 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd (at
Euclid), the abandoned Bastanchury
library parcel next to Loma Vista
Memorial Park, and the land that houses
the Meridian Sports Club near the Yorba
Linda exit of the 57 freeway.
STREET LIGHTS: There are approxi-

mately 6,600 city-owned streetlights.
Many have complicated outdated power
supplies, and some elements are 60 years
or older. New updates and solutions are
being tested.
Several questions were fielded through

index cards from the audience:
AIRPORT: Someone asked why the City

should be so involved in an airport. Mr.
Felz responded that the City considers it a
local asset. Due to its central southern
California location, it’s also designated as
a location for Homeland Security and
emergency services such as the OC Fire
Authority and the Anaheim Police Dept.
UNION PACIFIC (UP) RIGHT OF WAY:

What is known as the Fullerton Loop is
not formally a part of the Fullerton trail
system, although the City does handle
some of the maintenance. UP removed
train service recently to reduce risk at
major intersections, but is still holding on
to its property to use in the future.
Discussions are underway to determine if
Union Pacific would consider selling the
unused rail line to the City.
PERMEABLE PAVEMENT: These surfaces

are not strong enough to use for roads,
but may be looked at for park pathways
and parking lots.
ARTIFICIAL TURF: City staff is confident

in the safety reviews. Felz said original
concerns about lead were due to sampling
errors in other cities. The turf holds up
under tough conditions. Mr. Felz said that
the only issue seems to be that the turf
gets really hot, so efforts have been made
to use it only where temperatures can be
kept low.
STREET TREES: If a resident feels there

was a hack job on a City tree, they can
contact the City, and, if warranted, an
independent consulting arborist can give

an opinion.
OCTA BUS SERVICE: OCTA’s bus serv-

ice could be considered an underutilized
asset. Recently OCTA cut a lot of bus
service in south county but will be adding
service in Fullerton along Commonwealth
Avenue. 
WHY DOES THE CITY ASK US TO SAVE

WATER AND THEN ALLOW HUGE NEW

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS? Mr. Felz
explained that the main water usage in
single family homes is for landscaping,
and that new housing makes up for its
increased population by not having large
landscape watering needs. He also men-
tioned that Orange County is now a
world leader in groundwater reuse. He
said that yes, the new projects do add to
water usage because of the new added
population, but then the issue becomes
how you balance growth, and how do you
accept new population in your area, short
of having people not move into Fullerton.
He felt there was not a simple answer to
this.

MORE INFORMATION on City infra-
structure can be found on the City’s web-
site:http://cityoffullerton.com/gov/depart
ments/public_works/streets_n_side-
walks/street_repair.asp
Thanks to both Neighbors United for

Fullerton and City Manager Joe Felz for
the opportunity to hear the City’s perspec-
tive on the state of its infrastructure. What
could have been a dull or confusing col-
lection of factoids was presented in an
understandable, interesting way, high-
lighting broad themes and the explaining
the reasoning behind the decisions.

Author’s Note: Since the meeting, sever-
al people have asked if  sewer line replace-
ment in their neighborhood is for needed
repairs or is a precursor to development.
The city infrastructure webpage cited in
this article says sewer replacement is based
on condition of the pipe, history of main-
tenance problems, and capacity of the
pipe to meet current and future usage
demands. One way to see if sewers are
being replaced in your neighborhood for
the benefit of current residents or future
demands /development, is to ask what the
new sewer pipe diameter will be as com-
pared to the current diameter. While some
enlargement is to be expected, a substan-
tial increase could indicate future large-
scale development is envisioned.

City Infrastructure Report continued  from page 5

FULLERTON FIRE
Fullerton Firefighters responded

to a fire in the engine of a cement
truck working on the Raymond
underpass construction area on
April 14. The fire caused a huge
plume of black smoke. 

- PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

The Finance Services Manager for
the City of Placentia was arrested on
April 13 for embezzling $4.3 mil-
lion from the city. Michael Minh
Nguyen, 34, Irvine, is charged with
17 felony counts of misappropria-
tion of public funds with sentencing
enhancements for aggravated white
collar crime over $500,000, and
property loss over $3.2 million. If
convicted, he faces a maximum sen-
tence of 29 years in state prison and
a fine of $8.6 million. The OCDA
Public Integrity Investigative Team
assisted in the arrest. Nguyen is
being held on $4.3 million bail and
must prove the money is from a
legitimate source before posting
bond. 
Nguyen was hired on April 21,

2008, by Placentia as Financial
Services Manager, which allowed
him access to city accounts. He was
responsible for wire transfers and
keeping city ledgers. Between April
22, 2015, and April 12, 2016, he is
accused of making 17 wire transfers
from a Placentia account to several
other accounts personally belonging
to him and other recipients. Shortly
after his last wire transfer on April
12 the FBI Cyber Task Force, froze
the account and the $1.5 million
was transferred back to Placentia.
Contact Investigator Damon Tucker
at (714) 648-3667 with info.

Placentia Finance
Manager Charged
with Embezzling
$4.3 Million
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The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To partic-
ipate you must have a local phone num-
ber. Contractors must provide valid
license. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad. Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get
rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call 714-525-6402 for details. 
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50

words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free and
lost and found item listings are printed for
free as space allows. 

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean 714-349-4486

TUTORING

CROSSWORD & CLASSIFIEDS & MORE

TUTORING
Sherri Spiller, MA, holds California
Teaching Credentials in Regular and
Special Education. She offers private
tutoring in Reading, Writing, and Math
for grades K-9. Her greatest strength is
working with students who have difficul-
ty learning. She can be reached at: 714-
688-6241 and iteachla@gmail.com

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer

key to the crossword
“April Showers” on
page 7. 

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey 
has been 

constructing puzzles 
for numerous years. 
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future! 

JOBS 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.”
•Hazardous Materials Specialist. Full

Time, $4,555-$6,569/monthly.
•Associate & Assistant Planner. Full

Time, $4,558-$6,782/monthly.
•Airport Service Worker. Full Time -

$2,780-$3,548/monthly. Performs a vari-
ety of skilled, general and manual duties
related to maintenance and repair of air-
port facilities.
•Library Page. $10-$10.75/hr, (non-

benefited/at will).
•Payroll Technician. Full Time -

$3,604-$4,600/monthly. Performs diffi-
cult and technical payroll accounting
duties & related work as required.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. $10.50-

$12/hr. Fire station support & tasks.
•Police Dispatcher. $23-$29/hourly

(temporary, non-benefited)
•Police Cadet $11.50/hr; Sr. Police

Cadet $13/hr (non-benefited)
•Academy Trained Police Officer. Full

Time-$5,697-$7,271/monthly
•Community Services Specialist. $11-

$12/hr, non-benefited; Assist with organ-
ization of major Parks & Rec functions.

CITY JOB OPENINGS

WANT TO BUY

Wanted: Older Engineering &
Technical Books. Engineering, physics,
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics,
welding, woodworking, HVAC, metal-
working, and other types of technical
books purchased. Large collections
(25+books) preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

OLDER TECH BOOKS

LESSONS

The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.  
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to

the California State Contractor License
Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
legit.   Thank You!

PIANO LESSONS

Piano lessons at my Fullerton home.
For your enjoyment. No competitions.
Flexible scheduling. Reasonable rates. All
ages. Beginners and Advanced Beginners.
Call Jean Knudson 714-269-2114

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOBS & TRAINING

•Food Service Assistants wanted for
substitute/on-call positions.  Requires
availability during lunch hour from 1 to 2
hours/day.  •Bus Driver Training Classes
are being offered. The district will provide
training (unpaid) for eligible candidates.
Must possess a valid Class C California
Driver License and have a safe driving
record.  
Details and application can be found on

www.edjoin.org – search Fullerton
Elementary.

WEBSITE CREATION
Chary Software ~ Fullerton based busi-

ness providing solutions and programs in
Microsoft Office applications. Need a
website?  We do fast and inexpensive
development of websites both
Informational and eCommerce sights.
Need eMail feedback? We provide great
forms and surveys per your specifications
for emailing to friends, prospect and/or
clients. Call (714) 871-5335 for details.

COMPUTER SERVICES

The OC District Attorney’s Office and
Tustin Police Dept. are seeking potential
additional victims of 80-year-old former
pastor Douglas Dale Whinery, who is
charged with sexually assaulting two girls
under age 10. If convicted, Whinery faces
a maximum sentence of 100 years to life
in state prison. Whinery was arraigned
and is scheduled for a pretrial hearing
April 12, 2016 at 8:30am in Dept. C-55,
Central Justice Center, Santa Ana.
At the time of the crime, Whinery was

a former pastor and missionary actively
involved at Olive Crest Church in Santa
Ana, Foothill Family Church in Foothill
Ranch, and Grace Church in Yorba Linda
where he had access to children.
Around Nov. 7, 2011, Whinery is

accused of approaching 10-year-old Jane
Doe 1 and her relative 8-year-old Jane
Doe 2, while they were in a park in Tustin.
Whinery is accused of grooming the vic-

tims by befriending the victims’ family
member, providing money for a place to
live, taking the victims to school, having
the victims spend the night at his home,
and inviting them to attend church with
him.
On multiple occasions between Nov. 7

2011 and March 28, 2016, Whinery is
accused of abusing his position of trust
and sexually assaulting Jane Doe 1 and
Jane Doe 2 while the victims were alone
with him. On March 28, Jane Doe 2
reported the assault to a family member
who contacted Tustin police, who began
investigating the case. He was arrested
March 30, 2016.
The investigation is ongoing. Anyone

with additional information is encouraged
to contact DA Investigator Mark
Gutierrez at 714-347-8794 or Detective
Sgt. Nichols at 714-573-3257. Deputy
DA Whitney Bokosky is prosecuting.

OCDA Seeks Public’s Help in Identifying
Victims of 80-year-old Missionary

HANDYMAN
LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dryrot, Electrical, New,
Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB #744432.
Bonded, Insured. Free Estimates 714-
738-8189

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OCTA is seeking volunteers to serve on
the Measure M Taxpayer Oversight
Committee. Applications for the 3-year
term will be accepted through May 2.
Visit OCTA’s website at www.octa.net/toc
or contact Alice Rogan at (714) 560-5577

May Day 2016
SUNDAY, MAY 1 • 11AM-3PM

MEMORIAL PARK
2102 S. Flower Street, Santa Ana

Join a march in solidarity with
workers and immigrants all over the
world to demand human rights 

and dignity for all.

VOLUNTEERS

LOVE FULLERTON

The annual LOVE Fullerton event on
Saturday April 30 matches volunteers to
projects needing attention across the city
from visiting elderly and homeless, to
sprucing up schools to planting landscap-
ing and tending to trails and more. The
event kicks of at 8am at the Fullerton
Downtown Plaza on E. Wilshire. Visit
www.LoveFullerton.org to find a project.

JACKSON BROWNE
FRIDAY, MAY 6 • 7:30PM

SEGERSTROM HALL

600 Town Center Dr. Costa Mesa
Tickets:

(714) 556-2787
www.jacksonbrowne.com

Numerous Drug Arrests
Fullerton police made a series of drug-

related arrests on April 15 including:  
•DUI-Drugs:  N. Raymond at E.

Glenwood and another on the 100 block
of W. Bastanchury Rd. •Narcotics for
Sale: 200 block E. Chapman. •Narcotics
Possession: 200 block N. Princeton.
•Narcotics Under the Influence: S. Lemon
at E. Orangethorpe; 1800 block E.
Commonwealth Ave.; 1300 block S.
Orange Ave; S. State College Blvd. at E.
Orangethorpe; 1500 block S. Lemon; S.
Harbor at freeway; 300 block W. Truslow
Ave.; E. Orangethorpe at S. Raymond
Ave.; and the 700 block S. Highland Ave.
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Scotty &
Cindy in
Antigua

“We took the old
Observer with our pic-
ture in it from our trip
to St. Kitts with us on
this visit to  Antigua.
Eastern Caribbean,
West Indies.” 
- Cindy Whitney &

Scotty Macedo

Note: 
Eric Clapton's house
is in the hills of the
pennisula in the 
background 

of the photo at right 
and shown 
close up below.Dan &

Daphne
in 

Bora
Bora
“Enjoying a

Bucket List
vacation in
Bora Bora and
M o o r e a ,
F r e n c h
Po l y n e s i a .
Unspoiled and
beautiful.  We
had a great
time.” 

- Dan &
Daphne
Haymond

Railroad Days 2016 April 30 & May 1
Continuing a 16-year tradition,

Railroad Days offers free admission from
9am to 5pm on Saturday and Sunday,
April 30 and May 1st at the Fullerton
Train Station and surrounding parking
lots on E. Santa Fe.
Tent displays will include 13,000 square

feet of covered space packed with exten-
sive model-train layouts in all scales, plus
an outdoor Scenic Garden Railroad. 
Vendors will sell rail-related collectibles

and souvenirs, nonprofit information
booths and there will be a food court
complete with a large “dining car” tent,  
The Disneyland Resort C.K. Holliday

Locomotive #1, a BNSF Railway Co.
modern diesel locomotive and the historic
3751 Santa Fe steam locomotive will be
featured participants. Joining the locomo-
tives and open for tours for the first time
in Fullerton are three Union Pacific 1940s
rail cars – a 1942 cupola-style caboose,
1949 lunch-counter lounge and a 1949
dormitory lounge.
The event is hosted by the Southern

California Railway Plaza Association and
Amtrak is returning as the presenting
sponsor for the second year.  
Visit www.SCRPA.net, or leave a mes-

sage at 714-278-0648 for more info.

Happy 25th Anniversary Miguel & Jim
Miguel Monge and Jim Ranii celebrated 25 years together in Bali, Indonesia.


