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Please take a moment to tear out your mailing label and send with a check for $25/in town;
or $35/out of town to: Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834. New sub-
scribers are welcome to sign up at this time also! Just fill out the form below and send it to
us. Subscribers get their papers through the US Postal Service. Sorry we don’t send papers out
of the mainland USA. . Thank You to all who have responded so far!

Name _______________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

Town __________________________  State ___________________

Zipcode ___________________

OCTOBER IS SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL MONTH

The Next Generation Speaks Up on Saving Coyote Hills: Sunny Hills High School students Brandon Truong,
Kunal Shah, Mitali Sheth and Nicole Hanamoto, all members of  the school’s Hills4Hills club, spoke to the City Council about what

saving Coyote Hills means to their generation and urged adults to vote No on Measure W.  PHOTO BY LINDA HANAMOTO

BALLOT RECOMMENDATIONS PAGE 3

FOR NON-PARTISAN
VOTER INFORMATION

including your polling place
go to:

www.smartvoter.org

25th Annual Veterans
Day Ceremony 
Mon. Nov. 12

The annual Veterans Day obser-
vance, hosted by Fullerton American
Legion Post 142 and the Fullerton
Emblem Club 469, will begin at
10:20am with a parade beginning at
the Downtown Plaza, located on
Wilshire, east of Harbor  and end with
a ceremony at Hillcrest Park, on
Harbor at Valley View Drive.  

Leading off the parade will be a spe-
cial “fly-over” of the route by planes
from Air Combat USA, which is based
at Fullerton Airport.

The ceremony at Hillcrest Park will
begin at 11am at the veterans memori-
als. Colonel Richard A. Lamb,
Commander, 311th Sustainment
Command (Expeditionary) (Rear),
LA, will be the guest speaker.  The cer-
emony will also include the placement
of wreaths at the veterans’ memorials,
and the playing of “Taps.”

All veterans are welcome to join in
the parade, which will feature JROTC
units from Fullerton area high schools.
The Troy High School Navy JROTC
unit will carry flags representing all 50
U.S. states.

Parade participants are asked to
arrive at the downtown plaza no earli-
er than 10am.  To march in the
parade, veterans must be able to march
in regular cadence for approximately
three-quarters of a mile.

No pets or banners, except flags car-
ried by the JROTC units, are allowed.

Call the Fullerton American Legion
at (714) 871-2412 for more info.

Defective Mail-In
Ballot Envelopes

Of the 770,000 mail-in ballots printed
by the OC Registrar of Voters, 70 came
through the press without the form on the
back where voters are required to add
their signature and address. Those defec-
tive envelopes were caught and destroyed
but an unknown number slipped through
and were mailed. 

If you got one of these envelopes you
can do one of several things:

1) surrender your ballot with envelope
at your regular polling place and vote on
the polling place ballot on Nov. 6th

2) Call the Registrar of Voters at 714-
567-7600 to have a new envelope sent to
you. 

3) On the back of the envelope sign and
provide a legible address that can be veri-
fied and send in as usual.

Your vote will not be counted if you do
not sign and provide your address on the
back of the envelope.

A Fullerton resident who received one
of the defective envelopes (see letter page
3) alerted the OC Registrar of Voters, the
League of Women Voters, the Fullerton
Observer and the OC Register. 

Registrar Neal Kelly said that of the
221,000 ballots returned so far 24 have
had defective envelopes (40 others were
caught after the problem surfaced).  This
is a first time problem for Response
Envelope, the Registrar’s contractor, in its
18 years of providing the envelopes.  WHAT SAVING WEST COYOTE HILLS

MEANS TO MY GENERATION
by Mitali Sheth
President, Hills4Hills, Sunny Hills High

We need to face the giant: Chevron.
Saving Coyote Hills as a park would be a
great addition to our community, and in
fact, the entire region, being it is the last
open space in northern Orange County.

The Coyote Hills issue is something that
is close to our hearts at Sunny Hills. Most
of our club’s twenty members have been
involved for the past three years and have
grown alongside this land. We are in favor
of leaving Coyote Hills as an open space,
preserving the land not only for ourselves,
but also for future generations.

To our generation, Coyote Hills means
much more than simply nature. It is a
major escape from this artificial world of
social networking. Nature serves as a basket
for memories, new ones always being added
in. Memories like those cannot be made
online.

Development of the Coyote Hills area
will negatively impact our school experi-
ence in several ways. One issue is the
increase in traffic. Driving to school already
takes almost twice the amount of time it
should,  due to traffic. Another issue is
overcrowded classes. Currently, students are
having a hard time getting classes that they
require. An increase in cars on the road and

added students at the school from the pro-
posed 760 new residences will only worsen
these issues.

Development will also harm the hun-
dreds of animal and plant species and dis-
rupt the natural ecosystems in the area. 

It must be understood that the outcome
of this issue will not only affect the current
generation, but also those of the future. If
the housing development passes our gener-
ation, as well as the ones to follow, will not
have the opportunity to appreciate nature
and wildlife as those before us have.

Recently the club was notified by our
school board to change its name. We were a
bit flustered as to why we were being asked
to do this. It came down to the fact that the
issue of saving Coyote Hills was “controver-
sial.”  The board thought the club was
politically affiliated. We made it clear that
we have not worked with any political
groups, only with the non-profit organiza-
tion Save Coyote Hills. 

Our club’s goal is to be conscious of the
environment and our community. We
stood up for what we believe in and we
were able to keep the name, but the school
did take away our fundraising rights.

Mitali Sheth and several other club members
spoke to the city council at the Oct. 16 meeting

about what saving the hills means to them.
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community. 

This venture is a not-for-profit one with
all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton resi-
dents about the institutions and other socie-
tal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. 

Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest are

accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:

FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe

Subscriptions include home delivery 
and are due each October

$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town
Send Check with Name & Address  to: 

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 
Fullerton CA 92834-7051

________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton and sent

through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once in

January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Editor: Sharon Kennedy

• Database  Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood

• Copy Editors: 
Tom Dalton, Caroline Druiff 

• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Tom & Kate Dalton,  Marj Kerr, 

Pam Nevius, Manny Bass & Leslie Allen
Photography:  Jere Greene
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang

• FEATURES •
• History/Arboretum: Warren Bowen
• Politics & other stuff: Vince Buck 

• Roving Reporters: 
Noah Cho,  Peter Fong, Jere Greene,  Emily

Holland,  Ellen Ballard, Connie Haddad
and other Community Members

• COLUMNISTS •
• American-American: Sky Scott

•Conservation Gardening: Penny Hlavac
• Council Report: Staff

• Movie Review  Hits & Misses: Joyce Mason 
• Nature, Insects, Creatures & more: 

Diane Nielen (dianenielen@gmail.com)
•Out of My Mind: Jonathan Dobrer

(JonDobrer@mac.com)
• School Board Report: 

Jan Youngman & Timothy Ajioka
•Science: Sarah Mosko & Frances Mathews

• Sports: Bryan Crowe & Michael Foo
• Event Reviews: Caitlin Orr

Created & Published in Fullerton 
by local citizen volunteers for 34 years

Fullerton Observer LLC

The Mid November 2012 issue 
will hit the stands on Nov. 12th.

• SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE Nov. 5, 2012

EARLY NOVEMBER 2012COMMUNITY OPINIONS

CAPTAIN LORRAINE JONES: An
article in the Mid-Oct. issue incorrectly
said Jones was our first female Lieutenant.
She is our first female Captain in the 100
years of the Fullerton Police Dept. She
was promoted by Chief Dan Hughes. 

AD FACT CHECK: An item in the ad
fact check sheet on page 13 of the Mid-
October Observer incorrectly stated that
the Fullerton Fire Dept. reported no fires
on the 510-acre property in its history. 

The fire dept. informed us that there
was a half-acre brush fire at the corner of
Gilbert and Castlewood in August 2007.
“We realize that this is an on-going polit-
ical issue, but the Fire Department is apo-
litical and our goal is to protect lives and
property. We adhere to the California
Fire and Building Codes and will enforce
the codes uniformly. These codes have
been updated over the years to recognize
the risks involved with building in a high
fire hazard area.”

According to the state guides building
homes or other buildings on open land
actually raises the risk of fire.  Because of
that there are numerous regulations that
have to be followed regarding water avail-
ability, fire equipment, brush setback
zones around buildings, etc.

CORRECTION

Coyote Hills Solution
I have a solution for West Coyote Hills

that I think just about everyone can final-
ly agree with. It’s a 3-point plan.

1) Let’s require Chevron to restore and
preserve most of their land as public open
space that WE can enjoy through new
trails and parks.

2) Let’s make them provide an endow-
ment to maintain this new nature preserve
so it won’t cost taxpayers a penny.

3) Lastly, let’s force them to comply
with all of California’s stringent environ-
mental laws so we know their plan will
protect the environment and our quality
of life.

Sound good? If so, vote yes on
Measure W. Measure W requires West
Coyote Hills to finally be cleaned up and
restored so we can enjoy this property –
which has been fenced off to the public
for way too long. It’s a compromise solu-
tion that’s been negotiated for 30 years
and is worthy of our support.

Rick Crane Fullerton
ED: Rick Crane is a well respected local

architect with a business in Fullerton.

We just received a poster-sized adver-
tisement saying the Republican Party is
supporting Kiger and Whitaker for
Fullerton Council. Really? These two have
made a series of decisions which are any-
thing but conservative and they are head-
ing the city to bankruptcy. How could
they be selected over solid Republicans
Jennifer Fitzgerald and Rick Alvarez who
both have common sense?

J. M. Fullerton

ED: The city council race is supposed
to be non-partisan.  I am guessing
Whitaker and Kiger were selected by the
Central Committee because Whitaker is
on the Central Committee and Kiger is
his sidekick.

Hoax?

Never have I been more optimistic
about the chances of a large, natural open
space preserve near my home than I am
now with the West Coyote Hills
Development Agreement. I believe that
this is Fullerton’s best and most realistic
chance to work in partnership with the
private owner to develop an amazing nat-
ural environment 

My husband and I have worked for
years to guarantee that West Coyote Hills
becomes a place of natural refuge for all.
Initially, we hoped for preservation of all
510 acres and in a perfect world that
might be possible, but in the real world,
we now see that it is not. Even if the land
was for sale and the funds to pay fair mar-
ket value to buy it were available, the
expectation that the property could be
open to the public is unfathomable. That
is why pragmatically, we need to compro-
mise and accept 283 new acres of open
space wilderness for the benefit of our cit-
izens.

Along with the land comes the ability of
the owner, and the responsibility as part of
the Development Agreement, to fund the
extensive environmental cleanup; remove
and replace non-native species; protect
endangered species; build and program an
educational nature center, build a network
of new trails; preserve all vista points and
perhaps most importantly, endow the
maintenance of these amenities in perpe-
tuity. None of this is realistic without this

extensive private funding provided by the
developer. During my 10 year tenure as
Fullerton Parks and Recreation
Commissioner my greatest frustration and
sadness was the lack of funding for parks
acquisition and maintenance. Indeed if all
510 acres of West Coyote Hills were given
to the City it would remain closed to the
public, as is Bob Ward Nature Preserve
that the City has owned for 20 years. 

While every new development brings
less than perfect tradeoffs and adjustments
from those of us already here, the benefits
to our community from the Development
Agreement for West Coyote Hills far out-
weigh the impacts that we are all rightly
concerned about and have been amply
addressed based on current law. I strongly
disagree with those who say that this is an
all or nothing situation and that it is rea-
sonable to expect that 510 acres fenced off
and unused is somehow better for our
town than the proposed development
with its guarantee of a  wilderness open
space for all to enjoy. By voting YES on
Measure W you support the guarantee
that we will experience the best of West
Coyote Hills within our lifetime and for
generations to come.

Kate Dalton Fullerton

ED: Kate and her husband are longtime
Fullerton Observer volunteers who have
also worked for years with the city and
Chevron to come up with a compromise.

Yes on W: Our Chance for Natural Open Space

Today was a nice day for a walk on the trail through Bob Ward Nature Preserve.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Opinion pages are a forum for

the community.  The paper welcomes
letters on any subject. Letters may be
shortened for space. Opinions are those
of the writer.  

email: observernews@earthlink.net  
or mail to: Fullerton Observer 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 

We are both daily hikers on the city
trails who love to share the area with our
grandchildren when they are with us and
we want all of Coyote Hills to remain
open for future generations.

No matter your belief on Proposition W
it behooves both sides to play by a com-
mon standard of fairness and propriety.
We are volunteers on “No on W”  who
have walked the neighborhoods in sup-
port of our position. We have sought per-
mission from homeowners to place  a
“No on W” sign on their properties . 

The property owner at the corner of
Fairford and Locklin gave us such permis-

sion but the original sign we placed was
removed. We replaced it with another No
on W sign, which this time has remained,
but a “Yes on W” was recently placed on
the same property without permission.
We removed the “Yes on W” sign per
request of the homeowner.   

The “Yes on W” side had no right to
remove our first sign or to place their sign
without getting permission. They certain-
ly do not represent Chevron in a favorable
manner.

Kathleen Jones & George McDermott
Fullerton

Real Open Space for Us & Future Generations

A letter writer  in the last issue wrote
that she is a long time member of the
NRDC and that we should vote yes on
Measure W. 

As a point of clarification, the NRDC
(Natural Resources Defense Council)
endorses No on W. Their trademark
name, like the Sierra Club's (which also
endorses No on W), should not be used in

association with the Chevron "coalition"
campaign to further mislead Fullerton
voters. And if any of the "coalition" is
thinking of joining the Audubon Society
to misuse their name by association, save
your dollars. The Sea and Sage Audubon
Society endorses No on W too.

Paula Haddad Fullerton

Sierra Club, NRDC, & Audubon Society 
Recommend a No on W
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2012 JonDobrer@mac.com

EARLY NOVEMBER 2012 

The (Election) Day 
of Judgement Approaches

COMMUNITY OPINIONS continued on page 9

• 109,564

• 4,486
• 2,144

• 32,223
• 17,674

• $1.382  
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (10/26/2012)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 5/11/2012)

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (10/26/2012) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq (3/2003 thru 11/2011)

Afghanistan (10/2001 thru 10/13/2012)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (10/13/2012) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $807.7 billion) (Afghanistan $574.6 billion)

I'm ready for a long soak and a cou-
ple of hot showers. I'm more than
eager to wash the accumulated mud
off my body (which should be easy).
Cleansing my soul of all the unhelpful
distortions will be more of a challenge.

We have developed a system (or per-
haps devolved a system) where infor-
mation is secondary to spin, and
sound bite has replaced rea-
son, analysis and nuance. Both
the media and the partisans
look for fights, conflicts,
"Gotchas." We have both sides
pretending to outrage and dis-
agreement even when in sub-
stantial agreement. And we
have them pretending to agree
when they actually don't.

Monday night Romney and
Obama "debated" about for-
eign policy. They were in sub-
stantial agreement on virtually
every real issue. Oh, Romney
said that he would have done
the same things--only sooner or better,
but this is not an ideological war.
Romney got shot down for wanting to
increase the Navy and his complaint
about the small size of our fleet was
trumped with Obama's riposte that
"We also have fewer horses and bayo-
nets."

One reason for the lack of essential
conflict between them on foreign
affairs is that Obama has been extraor-
dinarily hawkish--tripling forces in
Afghanistan and more than tripling
drone attacks and targeted assassina-
tions. We are now attacking not sworn
enemies with whom we are in a state
of war, but erstwhile allies. This is very
frustrating both to Peaceniks and
Hawks. The liberal side can't stop it,
and on the conservative side, they
can't complain too loudly.

Given Romney's stated positions on
foreign affairs, Obama could have
offered him the position of Secretary
of State when Hillary resigns after the
election. But, of course, he really
couldn't because that would be to
acknowledge some degree of compe-
tence in Romney. And neither can say
anything positive beyond the generic
"He's a good man who loves his fami-
ly."

But the truly unhelpful distortions
of policy are crazy making. Remember
please, Gentle Reader, I'm not defend-
ing or attacking only observing and
analyzing. The Republican attack on
Obama's "You didn't build that" line
is a complete distortion of its meaning
and context. It was about infrastruc-

ture and how we as a society have to
do some things together. Each and
every company (big or small) cannot
build its own power plants, roads and
bridges, its own rail lines to bring in
raw materials and ship the finished
products out. It was not an attack on
business.

On the other hand, the use of
Romney's "I don't
have to worry about
the other 47%" was
not an abandon-
ment of all the
poor, old and
retired as it was
twisted to mean.
He was saying that
47% of the people
wouldn't vote for
him under any cir-
cumstances and he
really won't worry
about getting their
vote. He won't pan-

der or try to seduce the unseducible.
That isn't evil and uncaring. It's sim-
ply a political truth.

Romney was saying, in effect, that
he wouldn't try to win California or
spend two weeks campaigning in
Harlem. It would be equally fruitless
for Obama to spend a couple of weeks
in Texas. This doesn't mean that
Romney doesn't care about
Californians or that Obama hates
Texans (though it may in fact mean
exactly that. But I'm talking grammar
and intent).

This is an important election for all
kinds of reasons--but for both liberals
and conservatives, the prize is the
Supreme Court. This is too hot a sub-
ject for the horse race coverage, the
caged fight spectacle and the media
gotchas. Our tragedy is that what we
argue about is usually not the most
important of things. Yes the economy
and war and peace are important, but
the ability of a president, any president,
to create a couple of million jobs or
keep us safe from terrorism is VERY
limited--and they both make promises
that they can't keep--even if they are
sincere. Policy positions abide for only
moments. Supreme Courts influence
our lives over decades. Did that even
come up in any of the "debates?"

I care deeply about this election--
and so should all of us. Elections mat-
ter and this one really makes a differ-
ence. 

More of the thoughts of  
Jon Dobrer at 

www.insidesocal.com/friendlyfire

This is too hot 
a subject 
for the 

horse race 
coverage, 
the caged 

fight spectacle 
and the 
media 

gotchas.

OBSERVER
RECOMMENDATIONS

NOV. 6 BALLOT

The Fullerton Observer recom-
mendations are gathered from the
votes of a hundred people who
work or have worked on the paper
over the years and who choose to
respond. 

The Observer only makes recom-
mendations on non-partisan races
and initiatives. The votes go to:

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL

• KITTY JARAMILLO
• JAN FLORY
• JANE RANDS

FULLERTON JOINT UNION

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD

•ANDY MONTOYA
•BARBARA KILPONEN

LOCAL BALLOT MEASURES:

• NO on W:
Should Chevron/Pacific Coast

Homes’ 760-home development
plan be approved for 

West Coyote Hills?

• NO on X:
Should fireworks be legal 

within city limits?

STATE BALLOT MEASURES:

•YES 30: Funds Education
•NO 31: State Budget
•NO 32: Curtails Unions
•NO 33: Insurance Scam
•YES 34: Life instead of Death
•YES 35: Human Trafficking
•YES 36: 3 Strikes for Serious
•YES 37: GMO food labeling
•NO 38: Wipes out Prop 30
•YES 39: Clean Energy Funds
•YES 40: Preserves Redistricting

Defective Mail-In  Voter Envelopes
I would like to draw your attention to some-

thing that I just discovered that I am very con-
cerned about. I just completed filling out my
absentee ballot and noted the usual instruction
that says (in 3 places) that your vote will not be
counted unless you sign the envelope and put in
your address in the space provided. Guess
what!! There is no space provided. 

Sure I can just write it in but what happens to
those people who don't figure that out? 

I called the Registrar of Voters and the first
person I talked to told me that they were not
aware of this problem. When I insisted on
speaking to the Registrar himself, I was given to
a supervisor. This person WAS aware that
"some" envelopes were defective but he had no
idea how many. He offered to send me and my
husband new envelopes but I explained that my
concern was for everyone who received defective
envelopes. 

I asked if the Registrar had any plans to send
a letter to everyone who got absentee ballots
alerting them to this problem and telling them

what to do about it. 
He agreed that that would have been a

good plan but they had not planned on
doing that. Instead he said that when bal-
lots were received like this they would send
them back to people and ask them to fill out
an envelope! What? And if they are truly out
of town and don't get that notice will those
votes be counted? 

I think this is totally outrageous and some-
thing that requires some sort of immediate
intervention. At the very least, some good
newspaper columnist should be covering this
and bringing it to peoples’ attention. I hope
that one of you will be willing to get on this

story ASAP so that people are aware that
they are in jeopardy of not having their
votes counted. Thank you

Barbara Rosen Fullerton
ED: Thank you Barbara for alerting the

Registrar of Voters and the public of this
issue. See frontpage story for more.

I’ve been receiving lots of 10” x12” heavy, shiny,
full color message boards from Chevron; yesterday,
two; today one shiny and one triple fold paper, same
size folded. In it, Rick Price, labeled former
Planning Commission chair, says “W does not
authorize new homes, that was approved last year by
the City.” 

So why does Chevron spend so much to make us
accept all those benefits they are proclaiming? If
they can already build 760 houses, with water from
the San Gabriel Valley for 30 years, why do they care
if we accept parks and jobs and schools and nature?
What am I missing from this scene?

Judith A. Kaluzny, Fullerton

ED: To support Chevron/Pacific Coast Home’s
housing development vote Yes on Measure W. To
support a regional open space park vote No on W.

Measure W on the Nov. 6 ballot is the develop-
ment agreement. It was put on the ballot by the sig-
natures of over 10,300 Fullerton voters. The Friends
of Coyote Hills, a group working to save the land as
a regional open space park, gathered the signatures to
give voters the chance to overturn the council major-
ity’s decision to allow the 760-home project.  

The council majority, Whitaker, Kiger, and
Sebourn, added “Nature Preserve” to the title of
Measure W,  over the objections of Mayor Quirk-
Silva and Councilmember Chaffee who said that
adding those words to the development agreement
would confuse voters and they were right. 

Chevron spent $1.4 million so far, and did exten-
sive polling to figure out how to persuade voters. As
a result we see its ads with the development’s
required fees and mitigations laid out as benefits with
no mention of the 760 houses and mini-mall which
will be built if the measure passes. 

Measure W Confusion
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 

Upcoming agenda info and streaming video of council meetings are available  
at  www.cityoffullerton.com.  Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Channel 3 and

rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. and at 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at  303 W. Commonwealth. 

Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

OCTOBER 6, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING
Next meeting Tues., November 20 at 6:30pm (Nov. 6 meeting canceled)

Council chambers were full with people
packed into the foyer watching the meet-
ing on the TV screen. Most had come in
support of the city entering into negotia-
tions with Dan Hughes for the official
title of Police Chief, the job he has been
doing since January of this year. 

As the item opened Bruce Whitaker
immediately moved to push the decision
to the next meeting. Travis
Kiger seconded the motion
calling it a political football.
Doug Chaffee said that with
three positive votes in the back
room about sending out a
request for applications - it
seems extremely timely. Mayor
Sharon Quirk-Silva said,
“Obviously there are strong
feelings on each side but we
can’t pass anything without
hearing from the public on
this. I move to open negotia-
tions for Dan Hughes as Chief. (the audi-
ence broke into applause)

Public comments (see below) were
opened. Over 50 citizens spoke in support
of Dan Hughes and 3 spoke against him.
At the end Whitaker, Kiger and Sebourn
were unmoved by the overwhelming sup-
port of Dan and went with their original
denial. The issue will come back at the
first meeting after the elections when a
new council may be more responsive.
Both Whitaker and Kiger are running for
re-election.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
• Robyn Nordell (whose family were

victims of a mistaken raid on their home
over a year ago which was poorly handled
by the Fullerton Police Dept. before
Hughes took over the dept.):  “I see that
you don’t share the same philosophy but I
do know you all want a well run and eth-
ical police dept. I ask you to enter into
negotiations with Dan Hughes. I am very
impressed with him. He kept things calm
during the protests. He’s made himself
available. He is transparent, works hard, is
competent, intelligent, wise and he has
been thoroughly vetted. 

• Former Mayor Protem Pam Keller: “It
was a $30,000 process to find Sellers, who
did not step up when needed. Dan has
already stepped up.”

• Harriet, who said she was 88 years old,

and born and raised in Fullerton said,
“Who else can fill his shoes? It will bene-
fit our city if we can get him and we will
be lucky.”

• Mr. Manich: “These have been diffi-
cult times. Some said they don’t want an
insider as chief but sometimes change
comes from the inside. Dan is the change
from within. He reaches out to the whole

community. He is very
approachable and I have
grown to respect him.

• John Schaefer, a
Fullerton resident who is
city manager of  San
Marino in LA County:
“Part of the healing
process is hiring a chief.
Any assessment process
is designed to find out if
the candidate is quali-
fied. Dan is qualified.” 

• “The OCDA, the
FBI and Gennaco’s investigation, all
found that the other three officers did
nothing wrong. Hughes does not get to
pick and choose the facts he likes - he has
to look at all the facts. He could have
done the easy thing but he did the diffi-
cult one.”

• Vince Buck, professor emeritus CSUF
and Observer writer:  “No reason not to
act. I noticed you can act on fireworks
quickly, why can’t you move on a citizens
review board? Why wait nearly a year to
hire a police chief? People have the right
to now what you are going to do before
the elections.”

• “Dan Hughes has near universal sup-
port. He has proven himself to be a keep-
er of the peace and a maker of peace. This
new council took on the job of hiring the
police chief but has done it only in the
back room so far.”

• “This is the first time I have ever spo-
ken at the council. I am shocked by what
has been happening; outsourcing, turning
down the DUI grant. I have never seen
such a hostile council majority. Whitaker
and Kiger are hostile.   True leaders treat
people with respect. I have needed help
from the police and we were happy they
were there. Dan seems the obvious choice.

• Mr. McGee, of the Citizens Police
Oversight group:  “Dan is an excellent
choice for chief.”

At Left: Troop 2464 opened the meeting with the flag salute.

At Right: Alexander
John Keller, 12,  asked
Councilmember Travis
Kiger to remove the com-
ments and photos of his
mom and family from the
FFFF blog Kiger and
millionaire developer
Tony Bushala administer. 
“You have called my
mother a baby killer,” he
said. “ My dad asked you
to remove the bad com-
ments but you refused. It
seems anyone who dis-
agrees with you is target-
ed.  I have experience
with bullies. If your
daughter had problems
with bullies I would help
her.” 
Alex is the son of former
Mayor Protem and
Fullerton Collaborative
Director Pam Keller, and
like FIES, OC Human
Relations, the Collaborative, the Muckenthaler, the Observer, and many other individuals
and organizations, has been a frequent target. 

Acting Chief Dan Hughes Denied Position
by Whitaker, Kiger, and Sebourn

Continued on page 8

“I noticed 
you can act on 

fireworks quickly, 
why can’t you 

move on a 
citizens review board?

Why wait 
nearly a year 

to hire 
a police chief?”

Below: Council chambers were once again full and overflowing into the foyer
with supporters for opening negotiations with Dan Hughes  for police chief.
Despite overwhelming public support, council members Whitaker, Kiger and
Sebourn denied the request and voted to table the issue. 

Above: Blue Stars Coach Jorge Sigaran and his family came to thank Mayor
Sharon Quirk Silva and her husband for helping the soccer team continue to play
at Richman Park while a longer term solution is found.

12-year-old 
Alex asked 
Kiger to 
remove the
comments
about his mom
on his blog.
“It seems 
anyone who 
disagrees with
you is targeted.

I have 
experience 
with bullies. 
If your 
daughter had
problems 
with bullies 
I would 
help her.”



State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom
Torlakson, recently released the 2012 Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program results
marking the ninth straight year that California stu-
dents improved on their performance on the
statewide exams.

Once again, Fullerton School district posted out-
standing results. The district’s students continued to
improve their test scores in 2011-12, resulting in a
districtwide API score of 867 on the California State
Academic Performance Index (API), an increase of
five points over the prior year. The district is well
above the state’s API of 788.

Fourteen of the district’s 20 schools have exceeded
the state target goal of 800 or higher (out of a possi-
ble 1,000) on their API. In 2012, eleven of the dis-
trict schools showed growth, with nine showing dou-
ble-digit growth. Out of 400 schools in Orange
County, three Fullerton School District schools

ranked with the top schools for the highest APIs for
elementary schools; Fisler ranked 4th with an API of
960; Laguna Road ranked 10th with an API of 968;
and Beechwood ranked 14th with an API of 960.
Parks Jr. High had the 18th highest API (923) out of
88 schools in Orange County for middle/junior high
schools.

In addition to overall district and school API
growth, the majority of the district’s schools also
demonstrated improvement in
English Language Arts and
Mathematics. 

For more information on
individual schools go to
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
or visit the district website at
www.fsd.k12.ca.us.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES by Jan Youngman

FSD Board meetings are held at 6pm on 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at District Headquarters, 1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, 92833.  

See www.fsd.k12.ca.us for agenda  or call 714-447-7400

OCT. 23 MEETING
Next meeting Wed., Nov. 14

Expanded Student Exchange Program 
Fullerton Sister City represented by Mr. Ted Kim

said the organization would like to sponsor an
extended program where students would spend up to
a month and attend classes in one of Fullerton’s sister
cities (Yongin, Korea; Morelia, Mexico & Fukui,
Japan). 

Currently, the organization sponsors the Junior
Ambassador Program where students and chaperones
spend 10 days with host families and are involved in
cultural activities. Sister City sees this new program
as providing a stronger cultural experience since it
would include students attending academic classes at
a local school. They would stay with host families,
and have a bi-lingual chaperone present at the school.
Sister City would be responsible for student insur-
ance and transportation and would like to start by
inviting Korean students who have an extended
eight-week winter break during Jan.-Feb. The stu-
dents would be placed with teachers who volunteer
to be involved in the program. Sister City would
donate between $300-500 per student to the district.
Approved 5-0

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
•Political Endorsements: FETA representative,

Ms. Karla Turner said she would like to “remind the
board that 1st Amendment rights of free speech may
not be questioned.” She said that while neither FETA
nor the FSD Board takes a position on Measure W,
four members of the board are identified as Fullerton
School District Trustees on fliers supporting the
measure. The board has established a policy for other
groups and needs to clarify its position.”

Trustee Thompson answered  that, “Personally, as
an individual with a title, I have the right to support
a measure.” (According to district bylaw BB 9010 no
one is authorized to use the school district’s name in
their personal endorsements.)

•PTA: Ms. Vivien Moreno requested “top down”
support for the new school foundations, especially in
regards to fundraising. They would like the district to
hold a “question & answer” meeting for parents on
the new “Common Core” academic focus. They
would like to request a stronger emphasis on pen-
manship skills in the classroom.

•FETA: Ms. Turner asked the district to provide
direction in creating “best practice guidelines” for
principals. District staff & FETA members will be
receiving specific training on the Marzano method
and the development of an evaluation tool for teach-
ing.  A pilot program will begin with teachers in
two schools.

•Superintendent Pletka’s Report:
Mr. Pletka described the recent All the Arts for All

the Kids Auction held downtown, with 600 people
in attendance, as a fun event. 

The “Lights on After School” event also had a great
turnout. 

Ladera Vista Principal, John Abbot has taken a new
position in the San Juan Capistrano District. Retired
Principal Jackie Pearce and current Asst. Principal
Katina Rhodes will serve as co-principals during the
interim.

•Personnel Commission: Four community mem-
bers applied for the position of  Board
Representative, including the current incumbent,
Ms. Janet McNeill. Only two applicants were avail-
able to be interviewed at this meeting. 

Trustee Sugarman stressed that a vote to fill the
position was needed this evening. Trustee Thompson
objected, and said that he was “not prepared to sup-
port anyone tonight.” He said he would like a better
process for formal interviews and requested that in
the future the district start the process three to four
months ahead of time. Trustee Berryman suggested
that Trustee Thompson attend a Personnel
Commission meeting, so he would become familiar
with their work.

Ms. McNeill was appointed as Board
Representative 4-1 (Thompson, No). Trustee
Thompson said that he was opposed to the absence
of process and not with Ms. McNeill’s ability.

Race To the Top Grant Application
Individual school districts may apply for a Race to

the Top grant for the first time and Fullerton School
District is taking advantage of the opportunity by
applying for a 4-year grant that would incorporate
the “Common Core” curriculum with 21st century
teaching and learning methods in the classroom at all
levels with the “next generation data system.” One of
the key components to this application is the teacher
evaluation process redesign which has been approved
by the FETA membership. 

Outstanding Test Scores for Fullerton

Kayla & Sage on a “Roman Empire” Tour

OBSERVERS AROUND THE WORLD

Kayla and Sage Hollingsworth (FUHS students) and
their dad Amor are shown above in the beautiful city of
Dubrovnik, Croatia. Mom, Fatima Bayati said, “We experi-
enced a 10-day "Roman Empire" cruise visiting Italy,
Croatia, Greece and Turkey. The girls had a wonderful
opportunity interacting with other teens from around the
globe on the ship. This was certainly not a relaxing resort-
type cruise, we were up and running very early for tours in
the historical ports of call and returned to ship exhausted.
It truly is a small world as we happened to pass one of our
daughter's second grade teacher's (Janet Diamant retired
from Laguna Road School) on the street in Athens,
Greece!”



A memorial dedication honoring five police
officers who died on duty took place at 11am at
the Fullerton Police Department's first open
house in 20 years. Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva
opened the ceremony reminding the audience
that the officers of the police dept. put their lives
on the line to keep us safe. Police Chief Dan

Hughes welcomed those gathered and said that
he wanted everyone to know “what an honor it
is for all of us to serve the people of Fullerton.”

Families of officers Tommy DeLaRosa, Bill
Grob, Steve Johnson and Mike MacDonald were
introduced to the crowd and each gathered by
the police car which now bears the name of their

family member. (Officer Jerry Hatch was also
honored but his family, now living in
Colorado, could not make the ceremony).

The event included K-9 demonstrations,
tours of the department including the jail,
and the shooting range where officers under-
go regular training and skills evaluation in
simulated video crime situations, exhibit
booths, and free food.
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Police Department Open House

Airplanes, helicopter rides, horses, auto show, safety demon-
strations by Fullerton Police and Fire Departments, and various

exhibits high-
l i g h t e d
Fullerton’s well
attended Airport
Days on Sat,
October 6 at  the
airport.

A vintage car
and airplane
show were also
included as well
as tours of the
airport opera-
tions. 

F u l l e r t o n
M u n i c i p a l
Airport, founded
in 1927, is the
last strictly gener-
al aviation air-
field operating in
Orange County. 

- AMY DAVITIAN

Parents Seek Help
Daniel Olender, a father of

three, and his cousin were
assaulted on Labor Day week-
end, Sept. 2, 2012 at 1am, in
front of Heroe’s Bar and Grill,
by two unidentified males.
During the assault Daniel fell
and struck his head on the side-
walk. He died the following
morning on his 36th birthday
from head injuries. His family is
asking that anyone who saw
anything or knows anything
contact Detective Barry
Coffman at 714-738-6700. 

Library Café
Eighty people helped open the

Greenhouse Café located within the
Fullerton library’s conference center at
noon on Oct. 20th. The cafe will be
open from Mon.-Thurs. from 7am to
9pm; Fri. & Sat. from 10am to 5pm
and Sunday from 1pm to 5pm. 

Owned by Grace and Brian Lee,
who also operate a successful restau-
rant with the same name at 124 North
Euclid in Fullerton. 

This second location brings their
trademarked friendly environment
with a delectable assortment of nutri-
tious snacks and drinks to the library.

Union Park
Clean-up

A group of citizens passed out
120 flyers on Sat. on Valencia
Dr. and Truslow between
Harbor Blvd. (east) to Highland
Ave. to alert residents that a
month-long clean-up operation
at the Union Pacific Park will
begin in November. 

About 60% of the residents
already knew about the excava-
tion, but not the specifics, from
a flyer sent to homeowners last
month. “We have neighbors
who stated interest in being
involved in the post-excavation
discussions about use of the
park,” said Roberto Melendez,
who spearheaded the flyer dis-
tribution to inform renters of
the coming clean-up.

One thousand cubic tons of
contaminated soil will be
removed and replaced with
clean soil using 88 truck-trips
over the month. Trucks will be
loaded in the alley between
Union Pacific Park and Santa
Fe. The route includes
Highland to Orangethorpe to
Lemon to the 91 Freeway.

The site will be fenced during
excavation with signs indicating
that it is a hazardous site.
Monitoring devices will be in
place to ensure no dust is
released into neighborhoods.

No problems are anticipated
but if you do have a concern call
Stacey Lear at the DTSC (Dept.
of Toxic Substances Control) at
714-484-5354 (or  toll free for
Spanish speakers 1-866-495-
5651). Fullerton Parks & Rec at
714-738-6575 is open 7am to
8pm seven days a week and for
after hours concerns contact the
Fullerton Police Watch
Commander at 714-738-6800.

Fullerton First United Methodist 

Church Preschool
A Parent Participation Preschool

Half Day   9:00-12:00
Full Day   9:00-3:30

Early Drop Off   8:00-9:00

For more information call 
(714) 773-1002www.ffumcpreschool.net

Fullerton Airport Day 

Above: 
A Boy Scout helps with
security as a helicopter
ride takes off and sheriffs
on horseback watch from
the sidelines. 
Fullerton Police and Fire
Departments were also
present with exhibits
and demonstrations.

PHOTO BY AMY DAVITIAN

At Right:
On Oct. 20 despite
cloudy skies and inter-
mittent sprinkles about
150 people came out to
the first police depart-
ment open house in 20
years. Across the street St.
Mary’s annual Fair was
set up. And in the
library the grand open-
ing of the new cafe took
place at noon.

PHOTO BY BECKY DAVIS
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Survivors Take Center
Stage at St. Jude’s Annual
“Walk Among the Stars”
Fashion Fundraiser

Thanks to the nearly 500 guests who attend-
ed the St. Jude Medical Center “A Walk
Among the Stars” fashion show and luncheon
over $60,000 was raised to support the new
Cancer  Rehabilitation and Wellness Program.

Nineteen models, cancer survivors and can-
cer patients, sported outfits from JC Penney,
White House/Black Market, Bettinis, and
Group USA as they walked the runway. 

“A Walk Among the Stars” has raised more
than $1 million for the medical center in its
23-year history. 

The St. Jude Cancer Rehabilitation and
Wellness Program gives cancer survivors the
physical and emotional support they need to
regain their quality of life. For more informa-
tion about St. Jude Medical Center’s compre-
hensive cancer services visit: www.stjudemed-
icalcenter.org. If you would like to make a
donation to the St. Jude Memorial Foundation
please call (714) 992-3033.

Fullerton firefighters are wearing and selling pink T-shirts in
October to raise money for breast cancer research and treatment.
All proceeds go to the Vanguard Cancer Foundation. Shirts are on
sale at Fire Station 1 at 312 E. Commonwealth and Fire Station
5 at 2555 Yorba Linda Blvd. or contact Fire Engineer John Miller
at 714-738-6518. 1,500 shirts have been sold so far. Various busi-
nesses around town are advertising the shirt sale including
Berkeley Cleaners, Patty’s Cakes, Michael Angelo’s Pizza. Heroes,
Roscoe’s and Joe’s Bar and Grill sponsored “Go Pink” days from
opening to closing where 10% of proceeds were donated to the
Vanguard Cancer Foundation. Find out more about Rational
Therapeutics which is the assay lab and for-profit in connection
with Vanguard at www.rational-t.com Learn more about the non-
profit Vanguard Cancer Foundation at www.vanguardcancer-
foundation.org

by Warren Bowen
Community volunteers are essential for many

organizations. None are more dedicated than those
who help out week after week as their time allows at
the Fullerton Arboretum.

The autumn recognition dinner and evening at
the "ARB" saluted those in many categories....some
with their garden gloves on; some with their office
skills; other for leading kids’ tours of the grounds or
Heritage House to name a few groups.

The coveted Dean Widrig Award for ongoing
effort went to Mary Haller and Bob Linnell.
Recognition was given for Nature Guides: Ray
Canfield; Plant Sales: Sandy Sutphen; The Plant
Nursery: Roberta Dildine and Deloes Remijo;
Grounds Cultivators: Carol Ann Chybowski;
Speaker's Bureau: Steve Eldredge; Special Events:
Jan Gross; Volunteer of the Year: Carol Silva;

Education: Carol Fuchs; Victorian Society; the
Ritter family; Office, Inge Wallace. Of course there
are dozens of others who found and gave value
through their volunteer efforts.

The Mardi Gras theme of the evening was fed
with the BBQ ing skills of Friends President Mary
Dalessi and Arboretum Director Greg Dyment
with lots of salads and condiments by Pat and Tony
Florentine.

Well, you get the idea....there are many opportu-
nities at our Arboretum. If you are interested in vol-
unteering give Harriet Bouldin a call at 657-278-
4010.

If you have never visited the ARB, scoot out to
Yorba Linda Blvd. near the Cal State University sta-
dium at 1900 Associated Road. Admission is free to
check it all out! You can find more information
online at www.fullertonarboretum.org

Arboretum Volunteers Make the Difference

by Nick Gerda voiceofoc.org

Officials at the San Onofre Nuclear Generating
Station are working to fix a small hydrogen gas leak
that began Oct. 22, according to the senior federal
inspector at the plant. A “very small” amount of
hydrogen has been leaking from a water treatment
system for steam generators at Unit 2, said U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission inspector Gregory
Warnick.

He added that officials at Southern California
Edison, which operates the plant, reported the leak
to the California Emergency Management Agency at

8:09 a.m Sunday. The leak presents no dangers to
the public or plant officials, Warnick said. “There’s
no risk of any hydrogen accumulating anywhere.
There’s no risk of flammability or explosion because
of where it is,” he said.

Workers should have the leak contained in the
next day or two, said Warnick. A Southern
California Edison spokeswoman did not immediate-
ly return a message Monday morning seeking com-
ment.

The plant has not been in operation since late
January, when a small radiation leak was discovered.
Go to www.voiceofoc.org for updates.

The Models Back Row: Theo Posch, Jana Vickery, Annette Gathright, Vernie Peck, Mary Sosa, Joyce Madrigal, Anna Garthe,
Penny Jo Long, Gabriel Sanchez. Front Row: Karen Godinez, Lynn Hankins, Kimberly Niino, Merry Jitosho, Holly Bondus, Ana

De Perez, Lisa Metcalf, Deanna Julin, Jessica Gilbert. Not pictured: Michael Stringfield

Firefighters in Pink

Small Hydrogen Leak at  San Onofre Nuclear Plant

The Union of Concerned Scientists questioned
the restart of San Onofre’s Unit 2 reactor in an Oct.
12, 2012 letter to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission citing 8 issues related to the  faulty
steam generators which caused the plant to be closed
in January. The NRC is considering Edison’s plan to
reopen.  

In addition to the UCS concerns are those of dam-
age to the plant that could be caused by an earth-
quake. San Onofre was built to withstand an earth-

quake of   7.0 magnitude. The Newport-Inglewood
fault is 4 miles out to sea from the plant and accord-
ing to the USGS has a potential for a 7.5 to 8.0
earthquake – six  times more powerful than what the
aging plant is designed to withstand. 

Fullerton is within the critical 50-mile radius of
populations that would be most affected should a
nuclear accident occur. For full information, includ-
ing government and scientific documentation, go to
www.SanOnofreSafety.org.

Union of Concerned Scientists Question San Onofre Restart
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• Tony Package said, “If you asked me a
year ago if I would want the Police Chief
to know me by name I would have been
unsure...but now I am proud to call Dan
by name and vice versa. Give Dan the job. 

• Another speaker said, “Dan Hughes is
better than any other police chief we have
had. Are we going to hire
the proven commodity or
vet some resumes, interview
and wait two years to be dis-
appointed like last time?
Dan has led the department
through the hardest, most
difficult times. He has
worked with Gennaco (the
independent investigator)
and the OCDA. He has dis-
missed three officers con-
nected to the Kelly Thomas
case, met with numerous
people and (giving the audi-
ence a chance to laugh)...he is a very attrac-
tive guy.”

• Susan Garfield Wright, an advocate
for the homeless, praised Cpl. J.

DeCaprio and said, “Dan has been there
with new policies.”

• A speaker pointed out that Dan
Hughes took over the department in
January (five months after Kelly’s murder)
after Interim Chief Kevin Hamilton
retired. We tried going outside for a can-

didate and we got Chief
Sellers (on whose watch the
murder happened). We
aren’t going to find a better
candidate than Dan
Hughes, though DeCaprio
and Crum would be good
too.”

• “Hughes has disciplined
and fired more officers than
any chief in history. He is
holding officers account-
able.”

• Mo Kelly (writer of
Senior Spotlight) said, “If you look at him
you can see he loves Fullerton. I want him
to be my police chief. He shouldn’t be
blamed for bad chiefs before him.” 

Acting Chief Dan Hughes Denied Position by Whitaker, Kiger, and Sebourn Continued from page 4

•Jan Flory: “I have seen Dan Hughes at
every event in the city. He has the respect
of the community. The difference
between when he took over the depart-
ment in January 2012 to now is extraordi-
nary. When Gennaco came to make his
report, much of what he recommended
had already been implemented by Dan.
Our community is behind him.

•Kitty Jaramillo: “”I’ve known Danny
since he was 18 working as a cadet. I was
a community services worker. He has
proven himself. Make the smart decision
and get the negotiations started.

•Rick Alvarez: “I completely support
Chief Hughes. He has been doing the job
and we should consider ourselves very for-
tunate. Who would want the job? He
should be offered a contract.”

•Jennifer Fitzgerald: “Nobody can
compete with Dan. He has proven his
ability over the last ten months. I hope
you will choose to enter into negotia-
tions.”

•Jane Rands: “I think we should wait
to offer the contract after the council has
accepted a police oversight board.”

•Roberta Reid: “We need both Dan
and a citizen oversight board.”

•Barry Levinson said he had been talk-
ing to former Fullerton School District
Superintendent Mitch Hovey in the foyer
and asked him how the school district
chose his replacement. “He said the dis-
trict hired a search firm. I think we should
do that with a decision this important.”
He asked Councilmember Chaffee why
he would object to that process. Chaffe
answered that “Dan is not someone
unknown, we have seen his on-the-job
performance for 10 months.”

•Travis Kiger: “In this time of transi-
tion I don’t agree.”

•Bruce Whitaker: “I am disturbed by
the overt political exchange. I have always
treated everyone with respect. I haven’t
heard from the chief about his allowing
his officers to come to council and make
attacks on council members. We are being
watched by the world and should not do
it this way. Because of personal insults if
we acted tonight it would be a tarnished
process.” He then turned to the mayor
and said, “You have had your opportunity
to discuss it.”

•Chris Thompson, a Bushala candidate
now on the school board said, “I managed
the recall process and have come to know
Dan and consider him a friend. This
shouldn’t be the number one issue.
Deciding now is a political decision.”

•Greg Sebourn: “Why haven’t we
moved forward? We are dealing with 20 or
so lawsuits the bulk of which are through
actions of the police dept. We need to
decide on a salary and benefits. I don’t see
what the rush is.” (ED: Deciding on salary
and benefits are what negotiations are for.)

•Bruce Whitaker: See comment under
Council Candidates

•Travis Kiger: See comment under
Council Candidates

•Barry Levinson: See comment under
Council Candidates.

Police Officer Comments
• Cpl. DeCaprio:  “Dan’s only fault is

that he doesn’t toot his own horn. We
don’t want to go down the same path as
last time by bringing in an outsider. He
has our respect.”

•Fran Mueller: a civilian RSVP
(Retired Senior Volunteer Program) vol-
unteer for the police dept. at the Fullerton
Market said, “Chief Hughes finds us to
see if we are doing what we’re supposed to
be doing...usually we are.”

School District Related 
•Minard Duncan: (a  former FSD board

member) “Sometimes going through a
process is the right way to go but some-
times you have the opportunity to do the
right thing. I support Dan Hughes.

•Mitch Hovey: (retired FSD
Superintendent)  “Dan has added to the
safe and healthy environment of our 20
schools. When needed he was there to sup-
port us. He is a man of honor and integri-
ty, true to his word, and I highly support
and admire him.  At the district we did use
a search process but here you have a person
already vetted. I am in support of Dan
Hughes for the position.”

•Chris Thompson: (current FSD board-
member) See comment under Bushala-
FFFF Backed Candidates & Bloggers

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS
•Doug Chaffee: “This is a risk free

decision based on a 10-month stellar per-
formance by Dan Hughes. Asking for
other applicants would be a waste of time
and public money. Dan Hughes organized
a Community Work Day to help clean up
homes of elderly or needy people who had
been tagged by code enforcement. He
involved the Rotary and other groups. He
organized the first open house of the
police station in 20 years. He has com-
pleted 49 of the 59 recommendations
made by Gennaco and is working on the
rest. He promoted the first female to the
position of captain. He worked with Ron
Thomas in exonerating his son. He has
disciplined 14 officer and fired others. We
could spend a lot of money on a search
and  interview process and get another
Sellers. I move we enter into negotia-
tions.”

•Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva: “We are
elected to take action, not push items off
or table them. We could have moved
quickly but the new council members’
priority was fireworks. Then we spent
long meetings on outsourcing the police

dept. I asked for an oversight committee
but could not get the support to get it on
the agenda. I fully support moving for-
ward with negotiations.”

•Bruce Whitaker: Table the issue. See
comment under Council Candidates

•Travis Kiger: Table the issue. See com-
ment under Council Candidates

•Greg Sebourn: Table the issue. See
comment under Bushala-FFFF blogger
comments

Final vote 3-2 to table the issue to a date
uncertain.

UP-COMING  AGENDAS
Nov. 6, 6:30pm: signal coordination

project contract; Year end financial report;
CalPERS contract.

Nov. 20, 6:30pm: Hero Award presen-
tation to Dominic & Ruben Carnesi, the
brothers   who saved a couple from a
burning car on Super Bowl Day.

Dec. 4, 6:30pm: Election Day results.
Swearing in new councilmembers, recog-
nize outgoing councilmembers. Adopt
any ordinances if approved via ballot
measures. Council reorganization.

Business Community 
•Rolan Trudell: (Custom Mattress)

“I own a business with 100+ employees
in the city. Dan is a team leader. He has
taken on the commitment and responsi-
bility for 140,000 people in our com-
munity during especially hard times. He
has the support of the community.
Make Dan Hughes chief.

•John Phelps: “We have seen him in
action working with all factions of the
community. We are very fortunate to
have him. Let’s keep him.”

•Unnamed: “As a business owner I
would consider myself an idiot not to
hire Dan Hughes. He has all the quali-
ties. He could go anywhere and get
hired. Make the right decision and don’t
lose him.”

•Unnamed: The next speaker said he
was upset that Whitaker was not present
to hear what he had to say. (He had left
the room). “The greatest ally you have is
an ignorant electorate. Because of your
incompetence you have already lost Al
Zelinka (former dynamic development
manager who took a position with
another city). And there will continue to
be a brain drain from our city due to
your actions. Don’t say it has nothing to
do with politics, it is totally about poli-
tics. I completely support Dan
Hughes.”

•Unnamed: “It goes to his character
that he has stuck around this long with-
out the permanent title. He has
increased faith between the community
and police dept. I own a couple of busi-
nesses and I can tell you that Dan is
desirable at the departments of other
cities. You are making a big mistake if

Kelly’s Army 
• Dana Pape,Kelly’s stepmother:  “My

stepson Kelly was beaten to death and the
other three officers should be fired for
doing nothing to stop it. Dan is not the
right person for the job.”

•Unnamed said, “How can we feel safe
when three officers who beat Kelly to
death are still employed? The decision to
allow all six back on the street was Dan’s
decision. (Ed: Dan was not interim chief at
that time and did not make that decision.)

•Marlena said, “Kelly Thomas murder
video was not handed over to the DA for
two days. (Ed: Again not Dan’s decision.)
Hampton is responsible for several inci-
dents in the city where the city is being

sued. Why not just fire the three remain-
ing cops. Everyone is suing us - let them
sue us too.”

•Christine Walker Brown said, “Don’t
be fools. What do you have against Dan?
He was at the oversight meetings.”

OTHER COMMENTS ON CHIEF CHOICE BROKEN INTO GROUPS

Council Candidates Comments

Bushala-FFFF Backed
Candidates & Bloggers

“Dan Hughes 
is better than 

any chief 
we have ever had. 

Are we going 
to hire the 

proven commodity 
or vet some resumes,

interview and 
wait two years 

to be disappointed?”
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Will it be the Best Council Money 
Can Buy - or a November Surprise?

by Vince Buck

We are two weeks closer to the election
and while the campaign has heated up,
the prognosis remains muddy. The nega-
tive campaigns of Tony Bushala and of the
Public Safety unions are hitting their
stride and my mailbox is full each day.
The unions are linking  Kiger and
Whitaker together  apparently hoping
that the weaker Kiger will bring Whitaker
down with him. Bushala  appears to be
trying the same strategy hoping
for the opposite outcome:
Whitaker will rescue Kiger. Signs
calling Flory a “union puppet”
have appeared. Anyone who
knows Jan, knows that she is no
one’s puppet. If the unions believe
this smear, they are in for a big
surprise.

Although we are looking
through a glass, darkly, I think
that the  picture remains pretty
much the same as before: 4 strong
contenders (Flory, Fitzgerald and
the two incumbents) vying for 3
seats.  If the challengers win then
Kiger is probably out. Since so
many candidates are running and
the vote is split, it is less clear if
any of the remaining candidates
can oust Whitaker. However the
odds of doing that may be better
after last week’s Council debacle
when Kiger and Whitaker voted to
table a  decision on making the
interim police chief ’s position permanent
until after the election, thus denying vot-
ers important information about their
intentions. 

People  who are every bit as informed as
I, disagree with me about Jennifer
Fitzgerald’s chances, believing that Alverez
and/or Bankhead will do better than she
will. As I noted last time Alverez has
gained traction with the support of the
unions and some of the center left; and he
is campaigning hard. People who should
know better have contributed to, and are
supporting, Bankhead (see article on con-
tributions). Even some who recognize that
Don has not been a strong councilmem-
ber for some time support him because
they think he can win. I am often a strate-
gic voter, but am not cynical enough to
cast that vote. Nor have I changed my
view that the principal contribution of
Bankhead in this race is to split the vote
further: that a vote for Bankhead is a vote
to keep Whitaker in office.

Jennifer Fitzgerald’s campaign got off
to a slow start but she is a dream candidate
for the establishment Republicans. She is
young, female, knowledgeable, a long
time resident and  has worked for both the
Chamber and for Congressman Royce
(and one of the puzzles of this campaign is
why Royce is supporting Kiger and

Whitaker and not her; apparently loyalty
is not one of his strong points). And even
for those who do not share the Republican
dream, she will probably not be a night-
mare: although her politics are well to the
right, she is dedicated to Fullerton and is
willing to listen to those who do not agree
with her. I doubt if she will be outpolled
by Bankhead or Alverez.

Increasingly it looks like those two have
the best chance of beating Whitaker.
Levinson is also running a strong cam-

paign, thanks to a large per-
sonal loan.  Rands and
Jaramillo, while supported
by NUFF, the Observer and
others (unneeded disclaimer:
I support the Observer choic-
es), do not seem to have
access to the big bucks need-
ed to win.

That is unfortunate. Kitty
will represent a part of
Fullerton that desperately
needs representation. Too,
she has had one of the
toughest jobs in city govern-
ment: code enforcer. She
knows how the city works at
the street level and probably
has a better sense of the
workings of the city than any
other candidate. Jane Rands
is exceptionally knowledge-
able and outspoken about
city policy and is probably
the only candidate with

whom I agree on all the major issues, most
importantly to me, Coyote Hills, a
Civilian Review Board for the police,
preservation and urban design (e.g. mak-
ing this an inviting city for walking and
bicycles). 

A disturbing trend in this election is
the increasingly narrow base of many
campaigns( see finance article). According
to information forwarded from the
Observer, at the latest filings (and some are
incomplete) Jan Flory has nearly 100 con-
tributions of over $100 from Fullerton
residents. Fitzgerald follows with 40. No
one else listed more than 30. Travis Kiger
has only 8. Increasingly campaigns are
funded by a few large donors (Kiger has
$55,000 in cash or in kind from Bushala)
or are self funded. Barry Levinson has
loaned his campaign $65,000. 

The broad-based campaigns fueled by
small contributions that were typical of
Quirk and Keller may become a thing of
the past and our local politics will be
dominated by corporations, developers or
simply the well to do, just like national
politics. Even ignoring the $1.5 million
that Chevron is spending to develop
Coyote Hills, this looks to be the most
expensive election in Fullerton history.
We may end up with the best council that
money can buy.

Even 
ignoring the
$1.5 million
that Chevron 
is spending 
to develop 

Coyote Hills, 
this looks 

to be 
the most 
expensive 
election 

in 
Fullerton 
history.

Some of the members of Troops 394 and 2188  Katelyn York, Tina
Meyer, Akayla  Cadena, Alyssa Stanfill, and Noelle Fischer .

OBSERVERS AROUND THE WORLD

Troops 394 & 2188 Visit the Founder’s Home in Savannah
Troop 394 is one of

the oldest troop in
Orange County for
girls in grades 7th
through 12th. The
troop was given it's
name MSS Sovereign of
the Seas by Girl Scout
Council of Orange
County. The troop
holds regular  meetings,
travels, and does com-
munity service to help
our members earn Gold
Awards (the highest
award in Girl
Scouting). We are
looking forward to a
Nautical Competition
that Girl Scout Council

of Orange County puts on every year.
We enjoyed the sights of Savannah,

Georgia on our trip and also enjoyed
learning about the founder of Girl Scouts,
Juliette Gordon Low, who's birthday is
October 31, 1860. We were able to visit
her home, the Low House. The garage,
which was originally a carriage house for
the horse and buggy, was turned into the
first Girl Scout House here in the United
States in 1912. Juliette Gordon Low,
was an amazing women who as a teenag-

er, Daisy (her nickname) formed her first
organization, Helping Hands, and made
clothing for the poor. Daisy was almost
completely deaf, yet she never let her dis-
ability prevent her from accomplishing
her goals. 

The girls on this trip took away a
greater appreciation of the founder of Girl
Scouts and the organization itself,” said
troop 394 Leader Leslie York. Troop 2188
Leader  Angela Fischer and members also
went on the trip.

Boy Scout Troop 97 would like to
express our gratitude and appreciation to
the community for coming out to our
annual Spaghetti dinner. We had a full
house for most of the night and some-
times a line for seating! 

This fundraiser helps keep the costs
down for boys to be in the scouting pro-
gram, go camping and learn to be
upstanding citizens. A Big Thank You to
Heroe's restaurant in Fullerton for donat-

ing the food to prepare the spaghetti,
salad and bread sticks. 

Morningside Presbyterian Church has
supported Troop 97 for the last 49 years
and we are extremely grateful. Thank you
to the parents of past and present troop
boys for your dedication and hard work,
you are a great example to the boys in the
troop.

Melanie Anderson Fullerton

Boy Scout Troop 97 Thanks the Public 

 



All campaigns receiving or spending
$1,000 or more are required to file a pre-
election 460 form showing where they got
and spent their money. The figure in bold
shows the total contributions year-to-date
for the latest October 25, 2012 filing date.
The deadline was 5:30pm. Bruce
Whitaker was the only candidate not

making the deadline. City hall was closed
on Friday. When he does make the filing
the Observer will print it online at
www.fullertonobserver.com

For updates go to the city website
www.cityoffullerton.com; hit the Nov.
Election Info button;  then Campaign
Finance Statements; then City Clerk; then

Campaign Statements; then Active
Campaign Committees and 470 filers. 

Also see “Other Campaign Finance
Filings” from groups trying to influence
voters which includes independent expen-
ditures made on the behalf of some of the
candidates. 

Late Contributions and Independent
Expenditures of $1000 or more are due
within 24 hours. The vote is Nov. 6. 
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FAILED TO FILE • BRUCE WHITAKER: 
Total Contributions: Unknown

From his previous filing on Oct 5: 
$31,910 includes $16,867 in non-

monetary contributions: $15,809 from
Fullerton Taxpayers for Reform funded by
Tony Bushala; and $500 each from
Howard Johnson Hotel and Matador
Cantina;  $15,043 in cash contributions
from 27 Fullerton residents and 17 out-
of-town residents including $2,000 from
Roseville Sunrise Property Inc; $1,500
from Quick Service Towing of Anaheim;
$1,000 each from Slidebar, OC BizPAC
LA, Care Ambulance; $250 each from
Pacific Community Credit Union, and its
president Kevin Pendergraft; $200 from
council candidate Barry Levinson; $100
each from council candidate Travis Kiger,
Danemeyer Family Partnership, and Jim
Pugliese of Chevron Land Development.

•DON BANKHEAD:
$28,221 total year-to-date contribu-

tions include loan to self of $11,000; and
$17,221 in contributions with $1,961
coming in amounts less than $100.
Largest in town contributions: $2,000
each from Mary Ransom, John Phelps;
$1,000 from Peter Godfrey, James Blake;
$500 from Kedy Jao, Joe Lins, Eddie
Sheldrake; $300 Chris Meyers and the
Klinghoffers; $250 Molly McClanahan,
and The Grand Inn; Largest Out-of-
Town: $500 Chevron,  $250 Griffen
Structures, Laguna, and Pelikan
Properties HB.

•BARRY LEVINSON: 
$79,396 includes $65,409 loan to self;

and cash contributions from 18 Fullerton
residents including $3,400 to himself
(plus $360 in contributions less than
$100 each); $1000 each from Michael
Kim Towing, Charles Diamond,
Kimberly Harris; $100 from the Kiger &
Whitaker campaigns.  5 out-of-town.
Largest, $1,500 Quick Service Towing of
Anaheim, $400 from James Osburg of
Scottsdale AZ. Year-to-date info includes
support from previous council campaign in
June 2012.

•JAN FLORY: 
$48,885 (total contributions include

$8,250 loan to self; $825 in non-mone-
tary contributions; $725 from Billy
McKinley for T-shirts, and $100 from
Jack & Marcia Young for website hosting;
plus contributions from 98 Fullerton resi-
dents plus $1,609 in contributions less
than $100 each; and 10 out-of-town resi-
dents. Largest in-town contribution
$10,000 from John Phelps. Other notable
contributions: $1,250 from Chris Meyer
(former city manager); $1,000 each from
Jim Blake, and Alfred Gobar; $500 each
from Judge Roger Robbins, Jim Byerrum,
NUFF, Paul & Karen Dudley, former
mayor Molly McClanahan, Daltons,
Ballards, Linell, Lopez, and Grahm.
Largest out-of-town: $500 Peace Officers
Research Assoc. PORAC PAC,
Sacramento; $250 MG Disposal,
Anaheim; $100 Jim Pugliese of Chevron
Land Development.

•RICK ALVAREZ:
$23,174 includes $6,265 loan to self;

Contributions from 13 in-town plus $448
in contributions less than $100 each.
Largest in-town $1,750 from Quick
Service Towing; $500 from NUFF, Patty
Fusling, Brian Sung; $300 from Kirk San
Ramon; $250 from Chris Meyer. 9 out-
of-town contributions. Largest: $1,500
Grow Elect of Sacramento; $500 each
from Peace Officers Research Assoc.,
Sacramento, CA Maintenance LA, Ky
Kim/Stepping Stones Pre-School Yorba
Linda, and Jong Chi/AR Supermarket,
Garden Grove; $300 Jinga Restaurant).
Year-to-date info includes support from pre-
vious council campaign in June 2012.

•TRAVIS KIGER:
$60,363 includes: $500 loan to self;

$40,709 in non-monetary contributions
from Tony Bushala (Taxpayers for
Reform); and $15,233 in independent
expenditures on behalf of the campaign
by Fullerton Taxpayers for Reform com-
pletely funded by Tony Bushala. 8 in-
town contributions $4,000 from Elect
Bruce Whitaker campaign committee;
$1,500 from Roseville Sunrise Properties;
$1,000 each from Building Industry
Assoc. LA, and David Jerome; $400 from
Conrad DeWitte; $100 from council can-
didate Barry Levinson; and 6 out-of-town
contributions: $1,500 from Quick Service
Towing of Anaheim, $499 from Jim
Pugliese, Chevron Land & Development;
Year-to-date info includes support from pre-
vious council campaign in June 2012.

Council Candidate Follow the Money •JENNIFER FITZGERALD:
$40,326 total contributions include

$11,400 in non-monetary contributions;
$9,875 from Pipeline Digital Media; and
40 Fullerton contributors and 32 out-of-
town contributors plus $384 in contribu-
tions less than $100 each. Largest in-town
contributors: Al Grobar, McCoy Mills
Ford, Eddie Sheldrake, & Gulf Properties
with $1,000 each. Other notable contri-
butions from Richard Doebler,
Hydraflow, Richard Price, Dexter Savage,
John Phelps, Pacific Community Credit
Union, and Sharon Nelson (wife of
Supervisor Shawn Nelson); Out-of-town
contributors include $1,000 each from
Christopher Townsend (lobbyist), Lincoln
Club OC, OC Auto Dealers and OC
BIZPAC LA; $500 from AAOC PAC,
NAIOP PAC, BIA PAC, Care
Ambulance, Pelican Ontario, Paul Folino
of Coto De Caza, and Juan Garcia of
Chevron Corporation; and $249 from
Jim Pugliese of Chevron Land
Development.

•KITTY JARAMILLO:
$10,565 (includes $1,525 loan to self;

$2,322 in contributions of less than $100
each; contributions from 25 Fullerton res-
idents of over $100. Largest in-town:
$500 NUFF; $300 Shirley Gregg and
Gene Hiegal; $250 from Gordon Haag.
Out-of-town3 small contributions from
12 individuals and 2 organizations: $500
from UFCW #1247000, Washington,
DC and $300 from OC League of
Conservation Voters.

•BRIAN BARTHOLOMEW:
$5,989 includes $2,905 loan to self and

8 small donations from Fullerton resi-
dents plus $1,015 in contributions less
than $100 each; and 5 out-of-town dona-
tions including one from Jim Pugliese of
Chevron Land Development.

Continued on next page
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FOLLOW THE MONEY: Groups Trying to Influence Local Voters
•JANE RANDS:

$9,926 (total year-to-date contribu-
tions including June 2012 campaign
$15,463) include loans of $4,425 from
Matt Leslie, Muckenthaler exhibitions
director; $1,998 in contributions less
than $100. Contributions from 26
Fullerton residents with the largest being
from: $1,200 Helen Higgins; $800 Matt
Leslie; $700 Kathleen & Stuart
Shanfield; $650  Judith Kaluzny; $300
Shirley Gregg; $250 each from; Paula
Haddad and the Hoonsbeens; $200 each
from  Jeff Townsend, Steve Baxter, Jane
Reifer and Karen Lucas; $250 from the
Orange County League of Conservation
Voters; and 7  out-of-town contributors
with largest being $400 from the Sierra
Club PAC and 5 small contributions.)
Year-to-date info includes support from
previous council campaign in June 2012
which she closed per regulations which
were not followed by some of the other can-
didates. When she decided to run again she
opened a new campaign.

 •FULLERTON TAXPAYERS
FOR REFORM (BUSHALA)

#1346685
$151,244 Contributions of

$89,000 from Tony Bushala (total
includes a $27,000 late 497 contribu-
tion from Bushala.); $3,500 from AIM
Inc. Property Management; and
$2,738 from Norby for Assembly; plus
a nonmonetary contribution of $716
from Tony Bushala for signs; plus
expenditures supporting the cam-
paigns: $23,573 for Travis Kiger and
$23,572 for Bruce Whitaker; plus
$6,160 spent in robo calls opposing
Jan Flory.  

(The groups previous filing showed
$14,919 in support of Travis Kiger’s
campaign, $2,453 in support of Barry
Levinson, and $2,261 in support of
Greg Sebourn with $43,204 in contri-
butions coming from Tony Bushala.)

•FULLERTON
FIREFIGHTERS  ASSOC.
Total Spent: $9,098
$2,500 to Sharon Quirk-

Silva for 65 District State
Assembly.
Independent Expenditures 
$3,299 for Rick Alvarez

mailers and $3,299 for Jan
Flory mailers

•FULLERTON 
POLICE ASSOC.

Total Spent: $44,712
$3,900 to Sharon Quirk-

Silva for 65 District State
Assembly
Independent Expenditures 
$20,406 to each Jan Flory

and Rick Alvarez for banners,
direct mailers, signs, email
blasts, and robo calls

CHEVRON •YES ON W: $1,461,884: COALITION

FOR NATURAL OPEN SPACE & LOCAL JOBS - YES ON

MEASURE W, SUPPORTED BY CHEVRON, PACIFIC COAST

HOMES, EDUCATORS, ENVIRONMENTALISTS, TAXPAYERS

& BUSINESS LEADERS, WITH MAJOR FUNDING BY

CHEVRON #1350637 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA:
(includes year-to-date contribution of $1,291,989 from
Chevron Corp. and its subsidiaries/affiliates. ID #
478104; and $1,000 from OC BIZPAC LA)
Expenditures include buys in internet, cable TV, news-
paper print ads, slate mailers, voting guides, robo calls,
coalition building.)  Chevron spent an additional
$168,895 in an independent expenditure.

A BETTER FULLERTON •NO ON W: $62,504
(includes a $48,000 loan from Angela Chen Lindstrom,
$8,196 in contributions from Fullerton individuals, and
$6,207 in non-monetary contributions from Paula
Haddad and Helen Higgins. All contributors are mem-
bers of Friends of Coyote Hills, the group of local resi-
dents who  gathered over 10,300 signatures to get
Measure W on the ballot so citizens could decide on
Chevron’s 760-home development plan in Coyote Hills.
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Referendum petition to put this to a vote. 
No on W is endorsed and actively supported

by stalwart national and regional organizations
such as the Sierra Club, the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC), the Audubon
Society, California Native Plant Society,
Orange County’s Friends of Harbors, Beaches
and Parks (FHBP), and the Orange County
League of Conservation Voters.

We can leave a better legacy to our children
than the one an oil company is offering. We
can save all of West Coyote Hills. Don’t let
Chevron and its $1.5 million campaign cor-
rupt our values and destroy our natural her-
itage. Vote No on W.
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Sierra Club Endorses
No on W and Notifies
Chevron to Remove

Name from Advertising
1) The Sierra Club notified

Chevron that the listing of Dr. Seon
Burbank as “Sierra Club Member,” is
not acceptable and is in direct oppo-
sition to the Sierra Club’s actual posi-
tion of support for No on W. 

Dr. Burbank only signed up to
become a Sierra Club member last
month.  According to club bylaws
members are “not authorized to state
their club affiliation in conjunction
with their personal endorsement.”  

2) Fullerton School District:
According to district bylaws no one
is authorized to use the school dis-
trict’s name in their personal
endorsements of the project. Hilda
Sugarman, listed as President of the
Fullerton School District is a board
trustee, not president of the district.
The Fullerton School District has
not endorsed either side of Measure
W. 

3) The Fullerton Arboretum
Director Greg Dyment said the
Arboretum does not endorse candi-
dates, state propositions or local bal-
lot measures. Policies barring  the use
of the Arboretum’s name in political
ads is now being developed which is
too late for this election but will
apply to future elections, he said.

4) The YWCA has taken a neutral
position on Measure W. Use of its
name in any ad pro or con the devel-
opment is unauthorized.

5) Fullerton Fire Department:
The Fullerton Fire Dept. remains
neutral on ballot issues. Its mission is
to protect lives and property of the
residents. (see page 2 Corrections for
more.)

THE EXISTING TRAIL THROUGH BOB WARD NATURE PRESERVE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Voters will decide if the 510-acre West Coyote Hills will be a housing development with their vote on Measure W. 

A Yes vote allows the 760-home development. A No on Measure W stops the development. PHOTO BY JOSUÉ R. FOTOGRAPHY

Fullerton has a deep tradition of preser-
vation and conservation. This community
cherishes its historic downtown and ral-
lied to save the Fox Theatre. 

Much earlier in our history, when Harry
Maxwell was mayor of Fullerton, land was
set aside to create Hillcrest Park. His
granddaughter Claudia and and her hus-
band Joseph McNicol are still Fullerton
residents and open space is still a concern
for the forth generation family.  “Please
continue the fight. We are with you,” they
wrote on the VoteNoOnW.com website.

By voting No on Measure W,
we have the chance to achieve a
monument for our city’s great
heritage. Preserving all 510-
acres of West Coyote Hills will
be an extraordinary achieve-
ment, and our community, our
children and their children
deserve no less a legacy.
Unfortunately, an opportunistic oil com-
pany has ridden into town with their
expensive campaign consultants to con-
fuse and divide us. 

There are well-intentioned individuals
who have been vocal in their support of
Chevron’s development plan primarily
because of a promised interpretive center
at the Bob Ward Nature Preserve. They
argue this has been a long and ongoing
issue that needs to be put to rest especial-
ly because Chevron’s offer is the best we
can hope for. Pity the day when we accept
an oil company’s solution to parks and
open space as the best that we can do, and
pity the generations that will have to live
with the consequences.

Saving all 510 acres of West Coyote
Hills is attainable. Real-world examples of
communities that have achieved real suc-
cess protecting parks and open space are
all around us. 

•La Habra Heights, a tiny community
of 3,000 residents was able to save and
maintain their 517-acre Powder Canyon
as a wildlife preserve. 

•Whittier Hills and Coyote Hills were
purchased by Chevron (called Standard
Oil at the time) in 1913 for oil produc-
tion. In 1995, the City of Whittier pur-
chased more than 1,280 acres of Whittier
Hills from Chevron (and Unocal which
later became part of Chevron) for $9 mil-
lion for permanent open space protection.

•Orange County Transportation
Authority’s Measure M2 mitigation pro-

gram acquired 950 acres of open space in
2011 using sales tax monies you and I
paid. A total of $42 million was awarded
to Trabuco Canyon and Brea to create
new parks in their communities. That’s
right. We’re paying taxes for parks in other
cities if we vote yes on W.

•Huntington Beach boasts a breathtak-
ing open space preserve called the Bolsa
Chica Wetlands. The effort to save this
beach-front land dates back to the sixties.
To date, more than 1,000 acres have been
acquired for permanent protection. 

Debbie Cook, former
Mayor of Huntington
Beach and former Board
Member of the Bolsa
Chica Land Trust wrote:
“Twenty years ago, we
saw a similar 'coalition'
that insisted the Bolsa
Chica Wetlands could

not be saved unless a massive develop-
ment was authorized. Paid shills for the
developer joined well-meaning local resi-
dents in promoting a plan that would
have built 5,000 homes. They claimed
that without development, there was no
way that the precious wetlands habitat
could be protected or restored.
Thankfully, committed local volunteers
and like-minded environmental organiza-
tions did not agree that we needed to pave
it to save it. History has proven us right.
We found the money to purchase the
property, then located money to restore
the wetlands. All of West Coyote Hills can
also be saved and preserved for future gen-
erations, but only after Fullerton residents
Vote No on W and Say No to Chevron."

We have the leadership, community
support, and organizational support to
save all of West Coyote Hills. From 2003
to 2010, the Friends of Coyote Hills chal-
lenged four versions of essentially the
same flawed development plan from
Chevron. In 2010, after packed public
meetings and hours of public hearings,
this community was able to convince our
City Council to reject Chevron’s develop-
ment plan.

During this time, the Friends of Coyote
Hills also made progress in piecing
together funding sources to purchase West
Coyote Hills. When Chevron threatened
the 2011 City Council into approving the
same Chevron plan, we rallied more than
10,000 Fullerton voters to sign the

DOWN TO THE WIRE FOR COYOTE HILLS by Angela Chen-Lindstrom

Real World 
Examples 

of Communities 
that have achieved 

success in protecting 
open space 

are all around us.



Page 14 FULLERTON OBSERVER EARLY NOVEMBER 2012THEATER

HUNGER ARTISTS THEATER
699-A S. State College, Fullerton 

Tickets:  714-680-6803   
www.hungerartists.com

•RAG AND BONE: by Noah Haidle,
directed by Jenni Dillon, plays through
Nov. 18th.

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton

Tickets: 714-525-4484  or
www.stagesoc.org 

•THE TWILIGHT ZONE created by
Rod Sterling, directed by Darri Kristin &
David Campos plays through Nov. 4th.
Fri. & Sat. at 8pm & Sun. 2pm. .

•THE MEANING OF LIFE by David
Macaray, directed by Phil Brickey plays
through Nov. 3rd.  Sat. & Sun. at 5pm.
"The bigger the questions, the weirder the
answers." Six strangers - four men and
two women -stand in line outside an audi-
torium, awaiting the presentation of a lec-
ture entitled, “The Meaning of Life.” 

•OC IMPROV CUP created by Josh
Nichols with performances from Nov.
16th through Nov. 18th. There are no
strangers, only friends who have yet to
meet. The Orange County Improv Cup is
a two-day shortform improv tournament
that will be held at STAGEStheatre. 

LA HABRA HIGH THEATER
Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton 

(corner Lemon & Chapman)
Tickets:  http://www.lhhsguild.com
•JOSEPH & THE AMAZING

TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
opens Saturday, November 10 at 7:30pm.
Following shows are scheduled for: Sun.,
Nov. 11 at 2pm; Thurs., Nov. 15 at
7:30pm; Sat., Nov. 17 at 2pm and
7:30pm; and Sunday, Nov. 18 at 2pm.
There is also a student matinee on Thurs.
Nov. 8,  at 12:30pm.

Just in time for Halloween comes Stages
Theatre’s engaging production of “The
Twilight Zone.”

Consisting of four episodes of the icon-
ic 1959-64 television program of the
same name, Stages’ brings the essential
eeriness and moral tone of the series to life
in a show to satisfy all audiences.
Directors Darri Kristin and David
Campos draw excellent performances
from the leads and very serviceable per-
formances from the supporting cast in
each of the four segments.

Kristin and Campos also find a way to
vary the sets entertainingly in Stages’ small
space. Audience members are first greeted
by a large, black and white spiral that cov-
ers the floor of the performing area, but
as the show begins, the audio really sets
the mood. Series Creator Rod Serling’s
familiar voice intones introductions and
segues for each tale and the “Zone’s”
famously jarring music takes viewers to
“Your next stop: The Twilight Zone.”

In the first episode, “The Obsolete

Man,” penned by Serling, a strong and
sympathetic Glenn Freeze as librarian
Romney Wordsworth, and a suitably
Nazi-like or Stalinesque bureaucrat, the
Chancellor, played with intensity by
Michael J. Keeney, enact Serling’s politi-
cal morality play with gusto. Books
being outlawed by the reigning dictator-
ship, Freeze’s librarian is the “obsolete
man” of the title. Seeming to accept his
fate, he actually turns the tables on his tor-
turers in a clever piece of stagecraft sure to
please.

The second episode of the evening,
“People Are Alike All Over,” also penned
by Serling, finds Astronaut Mark
Marcusson, played well by Frank Tryon,
and reluctant astronaut/scientist Sam
Conrad, played by Sean Hesketh, debat-
ing whether humans ought to try to know
everything they can or whether it might
be better to not seek, not find out some
things. Martians, seemingly just like
humans on earth, throw a now-enthusias-
tic Hesketh a curve ball sure to keep fans
of the first “Planet of the Apes” movie
smiling.

In the third Serling script of the
evening, “A Kind of
Stopwatch,” the most boring
man in the world, Patrick
Thomas McNulty, thinks he
can finally take revenge on all
those who have ridiculed him
over the years, only to find,
like King Midas, that getting
what you want can bring
unintended consequences.
Steven Lamprinos plays
McNulty captivatingly and
humorously in a performance
that channels both Peter Lorre
and Roger Rabbit. Many

REVIEWED by John Orr

Twilight Zone at Stages

hysterical lines and tableaux pack the
swiftly-moving scenario, with Serling
telling his audience seriously what
McNulty has only said boringly, “You
think about that, now.”

Closing the performance is “The
Living Doll,” a classic “Twilight Zone”
fable written not by Serling but by
Charles Beaumont. It mixes machismo,
insecurity and psychological warfare in a
situation likely faced in some form by
every step-father trying to move into a
family with small children. Bad step-dad
Erich, realized convincingly by Scott
Keister, gets his come-uppance, and then
the audience gets its surprise. Let’s just
say that tables turn frequently in the story,
and, by the time this thriller wraps up,
you’ll know where the murderous puppet
Chucky got his start.

During intermission and after the per-
formance, happy members of the sold-out
audience compared favorite episodes of
the evening and of the series. MAVERICK THEATER

110 E. Walnut Ave., Fullerton 
Tickets:  714-526-7070  
www.hungerartists.com

•PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE: by
Ed Wood, directed by Brian Newell plays
through Sun., Nov. 18th. A play adapted
for stage from what is said to be one of the
worst movies ever made. Over 13 only.

CSUF PERFORMING ARTS
800 N. State College, Fullerton 

Tickets:  657-278-3371  
www.fullerton.edu/arts/theater-

dance/events2012-2013.html

•MOONCHILDREN: opens on Nov.
9 and plays thru Dec. 9 in the Hallberg
Theatre. It’s 1965 - free love, civil unrest,
marijuana, the Vietnam war and draft,
and college kids trying to find their way to
adulthood. Michael Weller’s comedy with
a deep conscience about a changing
America. Directed by Travis Donnelly.

At Left: Scott Keister as the bad
step-dad and Erika Barrios in

“The Living Doll.”
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ARGO: Two Hits
Yes, many of us remember the 1979-80 hostage

crisis when 52 American embassy workers were
taken captive in Iran and held for over 400 days.
But how many remember that six employees
slipped out the backdoor and found refuge with the
Canadian ambassador? The story of these six
refugees and how they were finally smuggled out of
Iran becomes the tale told by Ben Affleck, who
directs and stars in the exciting and entertaining
“Argo.”

With a combination of cartoon-like images and
actual newsreel footage, Affleck reviews for audi-
ences America’s involvement in Iran’s coup that
brought the shah to power and then his later oust-
ing when the shah escaped the Ayatollah and fled to
the United States.  In November 1979, Iranian mil-
itants, angry that the shah has found refuge in
America, storm the embassy in Tehran and take 52
employees hostage as they demand the return of the
deposed shah.  Scenes of the intense psychological
torture these hostages receive are interspersed
throughout the film, but the focus remains on the
six hiding in the Canadian Ambassador’s residence.  

Much of the tension results from the fact that
embassy employees are shredding records as the
militants storm their walls, and several weeks pass
before the occupying Iranians piece together the
shreds and discover that six people are missing.  The
CIA  plans to pass them off as teachers and have
them bicycle across the border, but the CIA exfiltra-
tion (secret removal from hostile areas) specialist,
Tony Mendez (Ben Affleck), scoffs at the plan and
decides on even bolder action.  Having once
worked with Hollywood make-up expert John
Chambers (John Goodman), who has an Oscar for
“Battle for the Planet of the Apes,” Mendez heads
for Hollywood with a plan to create a bogus film
company that will scout for an exotic location.

Chambers puts Mendez in touch with
Hollywood producer Lester Siegel (Alan Arkin) and
the three hatch a plan to buy the script for a third-
rate science-fiction film set in the Near East and to
have the six fugitives pose as location scouts.  Siegel,
cynical and humorously critical of Hollywood busi-
ness practices, dives into the bogus scheme with rel-
ish.  He sets up a fake production company and
publicizes the movie in Variety.  This interlude in
an otherwise tense film provides moments of levity
with some of the best lines coming from the wise-
cracking Siegel (“You’re worried about the
Ayatollah?  Try the WGA.”).     

Mendez then has to get his strategy approved by
his boss (Bryan Cranston), who takes the scheme as
far as the Secretary of State, referring to it as “the
best bad idea we have.” Cutting back and forth
between Hollywood, Washington and Tehran, the
film builds tension, especially as the fugitives realize
that their extended  stay as “houseguests” in the
Canadian Ambassador’s home is drawing attention.

With the script for “Argo” (the name of the bogus
movie) and production plans in hand, Mendez flies
to Tehran, his next hurdle being the need to sell his
scheme to the six fugitives, who must take a crash
course in film production so that they can convince
Iranian officials of their legitimacy.  Exciting scenes
ensue, especially as Mendez and his fake production
crew visit and photograph in a busy Tehran square.
As director, Affleck spikes the tension even as the
six refugees move through the airport and onto the
Swiss Air flight that will take them to freedom.   

Why are most Americans unaware of this
amazing CIA exploit?  We learn in the post-
script that Agent Mendez and the CIA were
given no credit at the time for the January 1980
rescue because the Argo files were kept top
secret for seventeen years, until the Clinton
Administration declassified them and Mendez
was finally awarded  a deserved medal of com-
mendation.

THURS., NOV. 1
•10am-10pm: CSUF Dia de Los

Muertos Festival in the Quad on
campus at 800 N State College Blvd,
Fullerton. Alter competition, face
painting, sugar skull decorating, free
pan dulce and pan muerte (two tradi-
tional breads) Aztec dance perform-
ances and candlelight vigil. Public is
invited. Free  except parking is $2/hr
or $8/day. 657-278-3846

•5-7pm: Retablos, Santos &
Anima Solas Fullerton College Art
Gallery, 321 E. Chapman, on campus.
Unique paintings and sculptures leave
the Stearns residence for the first
exhibit and introduce our community
to the rich pantheon of Catholic
saints.  Free.

•5-9pm: Day of the Dead Festival
Muckenthaler, 1201 W. Malvern,
Fullerton. Entertainment, alters, pica-
do (paper cut into elaborate designs),
calaveras de azucar, and Jose Lozano’s
Abre Los Ojos art exhibit. Free. 714-
738-6595 or www.themuck.org 

FRI., NOV. 2
•6pm-10pm: Downtown Art Walk

features numerous galleries and busi-
nesses hosting art openings in the
Downtown Fullerton. Fun & Free. 

SAT., NOV. 3
•8:30am: Mayor Sharon Quirk-

Silva’s Walk & Talk Chapman Park,
2515 San Carlos Drive. Wear com-
fortable shoes and bring your
thoughts and concerns. No appoint-
ments necessary. Call the City
Council office at 714-738-6311 with
questions. 

•5pm: Fullerton Artists at Lynn J.
Gallery Artists Sara Maeda Kang,
Marciano Martinez, Eunice Choi,
Kete Choi, Jung Hwa Hong, Robin
Hextrum, Nina Jun, Soon Bae Lee,
Taylor Montague, and Robin Smith in
a group show curated by Jin Nam
opens with a reception from 5-8pm.
Lynn J. Gallery, 5731 Beach Blvd.,
Suite 201, Buena Park. The stunning
new gallery is co-owned by  Fullerton
residents linda Kim and Chunghee
Lee. 714-521-5700 www.lynnj-
gallery.com - thru Nov. 17.

SUN., NOV. 4
•1pm: Baseball Pitcher Jim Abbot

will share his extraordinary story at
the Fullerton Library Conference
Center, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Abbot was the Gold Medal Olympic
Team pitcher in 1988; threw a 4-0 no-
hitter for the New York Yankees vs.
Cleveland in 1993; and played for 10
seasons on four different big league
teams before retiring in 1999. Free.
714-738-6326

TUES., NOV. 6
•8:30am-8:30pm: VOTE go to

www.smartvoter.org to find your
polling place or for any other last
minute election information. Come
by the Museum Center on the corner
of Pomona & Wilshire in Downtown
Fullerton after you vote and wear your
“I Voted” sticker for free admission to
the new show, “Leadership: Oliphant
Cartoons from the Bush Years,” from
noon to 4pm.

WED., NOV. 7
•8am-1pm: Farmers Market: at

Independence Park, next to the DMV,
on W. Valencia Dr., between Euclid
and Highland. Fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, flowers, eggs, honey, plants, nuts
and more. 714-871-5304

•11am-7pm: CSUF Dia de Los
Muertos Festival on the Plaza in front
of the Humanities-Social Sciences at
800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton.
Alter building workshops by muralist
Daniel Martinez, sugar-skull making,
face-painting, story-telling, perform-
ances by Aztec dance groups Xipe
Totec and Coyolxuhqui 11am;
Folkloric dance troupe Folklor Pasion
Mexicana at noon; and Mariachi
group Mariachi Sonidos De Mi Tierra
at 1pm; Candlelight vigil at 7pm.
Public invited. Free. (parking is $2/hr
or $8/day). 657-278-3839

THURS., NOV. 8
•7:30am-9:30am: Cyber Security

Technology: with expert Ron
Williamson at CSUF Engineering &
Computer Science Technology break-
fast. Holiday Inn, 2932 E. Nuttwood,
Fullerton. $10. Reservations required
call 657-278-3362 or go to http://cal-
endar.ecs.fullerton.edu/EventList.aspx 

•6:30am-8:30am: Empowering
Relationships Workshop: presented
by the Women’s Club of Fullerton.
Fullerton Library, Rm. A, 353 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton. $10.
RSVP to 714-325-9982 or go to
www.womanscluboffullerton.org

•7pm: Alzheimers Awareness: at
Fullerton City Hall Council
Chambers, 303 W. Commonwealth.
A program presented by Fullerton
Neighborhood Watch. Free

•7:30pm: Rio Hondo Sierra Club
Discussion of What Election Results
Mean for the Environment: at
Popular Community Bank in north
Fullerton, SW corner of Euclid &
Rosecrans (east of CVS). Bring your
favorite nature photos. If you have
digital files we can project them. Free

SUN., NOV. 11
•2pm: OC Yiddish in Memory of

Kristallnacht: Managing the Past in
Modern Germany by Dr. Leila
Zenderland, CSUF; and Survivors of
Hitler and Stalin: Being Jewish in
Germany after the Holocaust by Dr.
Cora Granata, CSUF. Temple Beth
Tikvah, 1600 Acacia Ave.,
Fullerton. Free

MON., NOV. 12
•10am: 25th Annual Veterans

Day Parade and Ceremony
Downtown Fullerton along
Harbor Blvd. to Hillcrest Park See
frontpage article for details.

THURS., NOV. 15
•6:30pm: Opening Reception

of Type Matters: The Artistry of
Bookbinding and Letterform: at
the Muckenthaler, 1201 W.
Malvern, Fullerton. Digital technol-
ogy has had a two-fold affect on tra-
ditional forms of publishing and
book design. Exhibit runs through
Jan. 6 

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It

Two Misses: Don’t Bother

Fullerton Committee
& Commissioners

Sought
Fullerton citizen committees and

commissions advise the city council.
The following vacant positions are
available. Arboretum Commission
(1); Bicycle Users Subcommittee (3);
Citizens Infrastructure Review
Committee (6); Community
Development Citizen’s Committee
(1); Energy and Resource
Management (4); Investment
Advisory Committee (1); Library
Board of Trustees (2); Parks &
Recreation Commission (4); Planning
Commission (4); Design Review
Committee (3); Technology Working
Group (8); Transportation and
Circulation (4); and Underground
Utilities Advisory (1).

Conflict of interest disclosure state-
ments are required by law for some
positions.

Deadline to submit applications for
city committees & commissions is
5pm, Nov. 30. 

Applications and more info about
what each committee does are online
at www.cityoffullerton (go to
Departments/City Clerk/Committees
& Commissions) or can be obtained
at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall
or call 714-738-6350. 

Photos of
Coyote Hills

by Ira McNabb
on Exhibit

Friday, Nov. 2
Fullerton Art Walk
Studio EMP

112 W. Commonwealth
Fullerton
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Unitarian Universalist
Congregation in Fullerton

1600 N. Acacia Ave.
Welcome 10:15am • Service: 10:30am

Rev. Jon Dobrer  www.uufullerton.org 714-871-7150

CHILDCARE (infant & toddlers) & Programs for Pre-K thru Teen

Orangethorpe
Christian 

Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m.

2200 W. ORANGETHORPE

FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

SUN., NOV. 4: Elections & Our Social Contract - Rev. Jon Dobrer
SUN., NOV. 11: Our Bodies, Our Selves & Our Identity - Rev. Jon Dobrer
SUN., NOV. 18: Thanksgiving Thoughts & Bread Communion - Rev. Ken Brown
SUN., NOV. 25: Songs of Thanksgiving with UUCF House Band

EARLY NOVEMBER 2012

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1231 E. Chapman Ave., Fullerton • 714-870-4350  •  www.saintandrewsfullerton.org

Where open minds and open hearts live and pray.

LOCAL NEWS

Compline, Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Beginner/Level 1 Yoga - Wednesdays 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in Sedgley Hall, 2nd floor

Chair Yoga - Thursdays 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist and Healing - Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.

Centering Prayer, Nov. 12 and 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. (Nursery, church school offered)

Godly Play Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. for K-8th

FULLERTON’S CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU

Rest in Peace • We Remember You 
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Salvador “Sal” David
Garcia passed away peace-
fully with his beloved fami-
ly by his side on the cool,
rainy morning of Thursday,
October 11th, 2012 in his
Corona, California home.

Salvador was born the
first of six children in
Brawley, California on
January 6, 1933 to his
mother Elisa Garcia and his
father Jesus Garcia, a bar-
ber.

Sal would later move to East Los
Angeles where he attended Garfield High
School. It was there that he began his life-
long career as a barber/hairdresser. It was-
n't long before he would open his own
barber shop at the age of 16, cutting the
hair of all of his friends. After high school
he attended Barber College where he
became a Certified Hairdresser in 1953.

Sal enlisted in the Army during the
Korean War where he was stationed in
Germany for about two years. After serv-
ing in the Army, he would meet and
marry the love of his life, Celina
Fernandez of Carlsbad, New Mexico on
June 29th, 1955.

Sal and Celina would eventually move
to Monterey Park, California to start a

family and Elisa,
Michael and Michele
were born there. In
1971 the family moved
to Fullerton, California
where Jon was born,
and where Sal opened
up Salsole Hair Salon
near the intersection of
Bastanchury and
Harbor. He retired from
the business in 2008.

Sal enjoyed spending
time with his family,

especially his grandchildren, going to
church, and reading about history and
biographies, but he was probably best
known for his humor and wit.

Sal is survived by his sisters Sheila and
Delores, his brother Arturo, his wife
Celina, his children Elisa, Mike, Michele
and Jon; and eight grandchildren.

A memorial service was held at 11:00 in
the morning of Saturday, October 20th,
2012 at Thomas Miller Mortuary in
Corona, CA. A reception followed at 1:00
p.m. at Luna Modern Mexican Kitchen
in Corona, CA.

If you would like to leave a message on
his tribute page visit http://www.thomas-
millermortuary.com/obituaries/Salvadors
al-Garcia/

Salvador David Garcia
January 6, 1933 – October 11, 2012

 



Longtime community activist, feminist, and mentor to
many in Orange County politics and progressive causes,
Lorril Senefeld passed away from natural causes on
October 22, 2012 in Walnut Creek, CA. She was 95
years old.

Born August 22, 1917 in Indianapolis, Indiana, daugh-
ter of Lee and Minnie Colvin Harper, she was the eldest
of three daughters. Sister Helen Duepner of Phoenix,
Arizona survives her. Youngest sister Patricia Bartley
passed away in 1986.

Always an excellent student who valued education,
Lorril attended Arsenal Technical High school in
Indianapolis where she was Associate Editor of the school
newspaper – the Arsenal Cannon. She joined the ranks of
other “Cannon Kiddies”, who kept in touch over the
decades. At her 50th high school reunion, her beloved
journalism teacher recognized her by sight, remembering
Lorril as one of her most outstanding students.

In 1938 she married Claude Leslie Senefeld, who she
met through Claude’s sister Geneva. Daughters Susan
Lesley and Sarah Anne, were born before their move to
Westchester in Southern California in 1947. Jane
Elizabeth was born two years later.

In her early years Lorril was a mother and homemaker,
caring for her three daughters while husband Claude,
commuted to Los Angeles and later Pasadena where he
practiced architecture. She and Claude were early mem-
bers and helped organize the Covenant Presbyterian
church in Westchester, CA, where they both served as eld-
ers, making friendships that lasted their entire lives. They
relocated to Fullerton in 1956, purchasing a home on
Rosehedge Drive in the middle of a lemon grove on the
old Bastanchury Ranch.

Lorril spent the next 50- plus years as an effective and
feisty volunteer for social change. She often said that she
hated injustice. She was a passionate advocate for the less
fortunate. Her heroes were Martin Luther King and
Cesar Chavez.

Lorril’s volunteerism for social action began in 1956

when she, as a member of First Presbyterian Church of
Fullerton, met social activists Nat and Ralph Kennedy.
She soon joined them in handing out leaflets at grocery
stores in the now historic grape boycott headed by Cesar
Chavez who was fighting for better working conditions in
the fields. When one shopper accused her of being a
Communist, Lorril said, “I’m not a Communist, I’m a
Presbyterian.”

She also worked in the community for Fair Housing as
chair of a group of Fullerton citizens. Ten other Orange
County cities had similar groups. All came together to
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Fullerton resident Dan Joyce is an artist and
author who has just completed his latest book,
“The War of the Soul.”

The War of the Soul is a story of a religious
fanatic who fights a spiritual war with his
world, in particular, a bullish rival he calls, the
“Other.” The book contains over 200 ink wash
illustrations, all 150 psalms of the bible, and
150 accompanying poems that tell the story.

Local Author Dan Joyce Book Signing

Planning Ahead
Simply Makes Sense:

• Spares your family and friends
unnecessary financial and emotional burden
• Can lock in the costs using today’s prices
• Prevents the tendency of overspending
• Advanced funeral plans are transferable

Family Owned & Operated since 1911

McAulay & Wallace Mortuaries
902 N. Harbor Blvd

Fullerton  CA 92832
(714) 525-4721

18311 Lemon Drive
Yorba Linda CA 92886

(714) 777-2692

For Free Information at no obligation Clip & Send to address above.

Please Send Information on:

____Funeral Service Plans   ____Cremation
____Social Security  ____VA Benefits

Name _______________________________________________

Phone___________________Best time to call_______________

Address______________________________________________

City_______________State____________Zip Code______

William H. McAulay FD #289 License #190 & #1304

Rest in Peace • We Remember You 

Lorril Senefeld

form the Orange County Human Relations
Committee, a precursor to the Orange County
Human Relations Commission, now headed by the
Kennedy’s son Rusty who is Chief Executive Officer.

She served on the board of FIES (Fullerton
Interfaith Emergency Services), a project to help the
homeless, organized by 40 area churches.

In 2007, five years after the death of Claude, Lorril
moved from Fullerton to the little town of Benicia in
the Bay Area near two of her daughters. Susan and
husband Doug lived just down the street and Sarah
and Steve in Vallejo. During this time Lorril avidly
followed politics, and completed a lengthy project,
researching and cataloging the memorabilia and writ-
ings of an early relative – Nalbro Bartley – a widely
acclaimed feminist author. That collection now resides
in the Special Collections room of the California State
Library, where it is available to visiting scholars and the
public.

Lorril had a curiosity about and took a great interest
in people, particularly those going through difficult
times. “I always loved people,” she shared. Several
younger friends called her their “other mother” or the
“mother I never had.”

On her deathbed she talked about how much she
loved the experience of knowing and working with the
many dear friends with whom she shared her passion
for social change. “They gave me a reason for being
useful and trying to help,” she said. Only days before
her death, she cast her absentee ballot for the fall
Presidential election.

She is survived by daughters Susan, Sarah and Jane,
sons-in-law Doug Johnson, Tom Scholes, Steve Hall,
grandchildren Jacob and Ben Scholes, sister Helen
Duepner, nephew Tracy Duepner, nieces Kristi
Bjorklund Betts, Gretchen Bjorklund Pederson, and
Bonnie Duepner Erickson. Husband Claude preced-
ed her in death in 2000.

She was buried in Benicia on October 25, 2012, at
the historical City Cemetery after a small family serv-
ice.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be sent
to the Huntington’s Disease Society of America –
Northern California Chapter or the ALS Foundation,
Golden West Chapter – Bay Area.

This book is available on Kindle,
iPad and Nook in the Kindlestore on
Amazon, iBookstore and at Barnes
and Noble in addition to the author’s
website at www.danjoyce.com

Book Signing
A book signing will take place on

Friday, December 7th from 6pm to
10pm during the Art Walk at
Hibbleton Gallery’s Bookmachine
located at 223 W. Santa Fe in down-
town Fullerton.

Miriam Sheddon
Dear Friends - We wanted to let you know that our loving mother Miriam passed

away Tuesday evening, Oct. 23, at 5:35pm. She passed peacefully in her sleep at
home of heart failure. Fortunately, son Mark,  and long-time family caregiver
Francis, were able to be with her. Both she and our dad were firm believers in crema-
tion with ashes scattered at sea, so we are honoring those wishes. As many of you
know, our mom battled with RLS (restless legs) for many years, so in lieu of flowers
we request that you donate to the RLS Foundation, the Red Cross, or the charity of
your choosing if you wish to. Thanks in advance for your thoughts and prayers.

Mark Sheddon and Alice (Sheddon) Garton

 



Local Crime Log
Below is a partial list of incidents hap-

pening on just 4 days in Oct., collected
from the Fullerton iWatch program. You
can sign up for notifications of incidents
in your area on the police department
page of the city website at www.cityof-
fullerton.com. If you have an emergency
call 911. If you have a concern call the
non-emergency line at 714-738-6700.

Oct 10: Home Burglary and Assault:
An apt. on the 600 block of Imperial
Hwy. was entered forcibly when the resi-
dent opened the door to two men claim-
ing to be collecting money for a funeral.
The suspects held a knife to the resident's
throat and demanded money and jewelry.
After taking the jewelry and striking the
victim the suspects ran from the area.

Oct 10: A home was entered through a
bedroom window in the 900 block of E.
Glenwood Ave. between 7:30am and

noon. A Mac Pro, a Playstation, a back-
pack with camera equipment, jewelry, and
video games were stolen; Two laptops, a
Brother Printer, and various tools were
taken from a home in the 1500 block of
N. Acacia that was being remodeled.;
Entry was made through a sliding glass
door to a locked home in the 2500 block
of Greenwich Dr. Computer, TV and
Ipad stolen;  Jewelry was stolen from a
home in the 1000 block of Eldorado Dr.;
Two men were seen pulling a palm tree
from a planter in the 100 block of E.
Wilshire, before walking off laughing; A
locked gray, Schwinn 21 speed cruiser
bike worth $350 was stolen from a bike
rack in the 100 block of E. Santa Fe at
4:45pm; A laptop, wallet and external
hard drive were stolen from an unlocked
apt. in the 2000 block of Deerpark Dr.
while the occupant was sleeping from
noon to 3:30pm.

Oct 11: A cell phone, various coins &
bills and an Ipod were taken from an apt.

in the 200 block of N. Acacia between
7am and 5pm. Entry made through a
bedroom window.

Oct 12: A laptop was taken from a
locked vehicle in the 300 block of E.
Chapman Ave at 11:15pm; The front tires
were slashed of a vehicle parked in the
1300 block of Shadow Lane between 2pm
on the 11th and 7pm on the 12th; The
rear window of a vehicle parked at
Placentia and Garnet between the hours
of 10pm and 7:30am was broken and the
car burglarized; A catalytic converter was
stolen from a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of W. Roberta in the late morning;
Sometime in the afternoon someone
threw a rock through the window of a
home in the 1800 block of Catlin St.

Oct 13: A carport storage unit was bro-
ken into and some cans of food were
taken.; A laptop and purse containing
credit cards and driver's license were taken
from a locked car in the 2200 block of E.
Dorothy Lane between 10:30am and
1:45pm; Three suspects broke into a vehi-
cle parked at N. Commonwealth and
Prichard. A wallet was stolen. Suspects
were taken into custody with stolen items
in their possession; Witnesses told police
that a vehicle stopped in the alley and a
man threw a rock breaking the window of
a residence in the 1700 block of W. Fern
Dr. around 9pm.

Page 18 FULLERTON OBSERVER EARLY NOVEMBER 2012LOCAL NEWS

Sylvia Cavallo
Senior Club Member 

Sweet, sensible Sylvia has a wonderful
smile.  She is of Norwegian descent born
on November 6 (a Scorpio) in Leith,
North Dakota.  She has three sisters and
one brother who all live in California.  

She grew up on a farm and worked hard
helping her parents by milking cows,
stacking hay, taking care of her younger
siblings, helping the neighbors on their
farms, babysitting, cooking, cleaning -
you name it - she did it.

After high school graduation she left for
college for a year attending Concordia
(Lutheran) in Morehead, Minnesota, to
study liberal arts.  She was given a special
opportunity to take a teaching prepara-
tion course, passed the test and taught at
an elementary rural country school for a
year.  During the summer she and her sis-
ters (Julie and LaRae) were waitresses at
the famous Old Faithful Inn in
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming.

Sylvia had no idea she would meet her
future husband there.  They worked
together, fell in love and married a year
later in Council Bluffs, Iowa (John had
enlisted in the Air Force and was stationed
near Omaha).

Since her mom was a teacher, her par-
ents eventually moved to La Habra
because California relatives said there was
a need for teachers from the Mid-West
plus no other location  could beat the
weather out here.  In 1965, Sylvia and her
family moved to Fullerton.  She is proud
to say she has lived in the same house for
47 great years.

Children: Cindi is married and has
two boys and  Tess is also married  and has
two girls. Both live nearby.  Sylvia is
thrilled to have them living so close to her.
They have fond memories of spending all
the special holidays together.

Work: Sylvia has always been in the
bookkeeping and payroll arena— she
worked at the Fluor Corporation in Irvine
for 24 years.  After that she was employed
by “the happiest place on earth”
(Disneyland) for seven years until her
department was outsourced.  Her last job
of 12 years was in Santa Ana with Spruce
Grove, Inc. (real estate management).

Favorite Movie: Dr. Zhivago
Favorite Book: The Thorn Birds
Favorite Theater Group: Fullerton

Children’s Repertory Theater—her grand-
daughters have been active participants
for several years.

Hobbies: Genealogy. Sylvia has attend-
ed two conventions at the Mormon
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. She also
enjoys playing Party Bridge monthly at
Coyote Hills Country Club and spending

as much time as possible with her
grandkids

Words of Wisdom: “Love each other
and don’t take life too seriously”

Senior Club: Sylvia was impressed
hearing about all the services and activi-
ties at the Senior Club.  She joined in
2007 after she retired.  She and her sis-
ter, Julie, wanted to stay active and
decided to exercise together at the
Senior Center.  They took advantage of
the many health and fitness classes. 

The  new City Community Center is
at 340 W. Commonwealth, across from
City Hall. Call the Senior Club Desk at
714-738-6353 for more info on club
activities. Call 714-738-6575 for more
info on the new Community Center.
The center is open Monday - Saturday
from 6:30am to 10pm and Sunday from
8am to 8pm.

Happenings
•Tuesday Evening Dance takes place

each Tuesday from 6pm to 8pm in the
Grand Hall of the new Community
Center, featuring a variety of music for
your dancing pleasure and refreshments.
Admission is free!

•Senior Flu Clinic and Mini Craft
Fair takes place on Thurs., Nov. 15
from 8:30 to 11:30am. A chance for
those 60 or over as well as those with
high-risk health conditions to get their
flu shots. Register upon arriving. Then
get your shot and enjoy the craft fair. All
proceeds from sales go to support the
Needlecrafters’ and Caring
Companions’ service projects. Free
refreshments include treats provided by
our Fullerton Girl Scout troops.

•Thanksgiving Luncheon takes
place on Nov. 16.

Mo’s Senior Spotlight by Mo Kelly

The League of Women Voters is non-
partisan, so it does not endorse candidates
for office in any election. However, the
League does take a position on state ballot
measures that pertain to issues that have
been formally studied by League members
throughout California. The League
remains neutral on issues that have not
been formally studied.

In contrast to League policies at the
state level, the League of Women Voters of
North Orange County does not take a
position on local ballot measures. The
main reason is that the LWVNOC
encompasses eight cities, each with its
own local issues. This means that a local
issue might be relevant to just a small per-
centage of our membership. This is also
the reason the LWVNOC does not for-
mally study city issues.

Members of the League of Women
Voters are politically-minded people.
When speaking for the League they must
abide by League policies. However, as
individuals, they may independently
speak out for or against any candidate or
issue on the ballot. That is their
Constitutional right.

Arline Burgmeier and Marguerite Lyon
Co-Presidents, League of Women Voters

North Orange County

League Does Not
Endorse Local Issues

COMMUNITY
OPINIONS

continued from page 9

Agree With All But 37
I agree with all of your ballot recom-

mendations except for Prop 37. This is the
worst ballot initiative I've seen in 44 years
of living in California, and that's saying a
lot. It is flawed on many levels--scientific,
socioeconomic, and even moral. Just
because small businesses (organic farmers)
and scare-tactic "scientists" support it and
large companies (retailers, food produc-
ers) don't doesn't mean that people
should vote for it. Occasionally large com-
panies are on the right side of issues.

I strongly urge you to reverse your
stand, or at least take no stand, on Prop
37.

Michael J. Block, PhD Fullerton

VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Opinion pages are a forum for

the community.  The paper welcomes
letters on any subject. Letters may be
shortened for space. Opinions are those
of the writer.  

email: observernews@earthlink.net  
or mail to: Fullerton Observer 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 



INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE AND FAMILY THERAPY

Resolving issues from your past 
that block your future
Michelle Gottlieb, Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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The Fullerton Observer
provides space for
NEIGHBORS to adver-
tise. To participate you
must have a local phone
number and be offering an
item for sale, garage sales,
reunions, home-based
businesses or services,
place to rent or buy, or
help wanted, etc.
Contractors must provide
valid license. Editor

reserves right to reject any
ad. Sorry, we do not accept
date ads, get rich schemes
or financial ads of any
sort. Call 714-525-6402
for details. $10 for 50
words or less per issue.
Payment is by checks only. 

Items to give away for
free and lost and found
item listings are printed
for free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no

liability for ads placed
here. However, if you have
a complaint or compli-
ment about a service,
please let us know at 714-
525-6402.  

Call City Hall at 714-
738-6531 to inquire about
City of Fullerton business
licenses. For contractor
license verification go to
www.cslb.ca.gov. 

Thank You!

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE
To buy Amway, Artistry, 

or Nutrilite products please call Jean
714-526-2460

WINDOW  WASHING
All windows in your residence washed
without streaks inside and out. All sills
and tracks vacuumed and cleaned. Screens
hand-washed. I use drop cloths and shoe
covers to keep your house clean.
References available upon request.
Fullerton City License #554171. Call
Patrick (714) 398-2692 for a Free
Estimate.

WINDOWS

ENERGIZE YOUR WORK LIFE
Certified Career Coach and

Professional Resume Writer will assist you
in refocusing your employment/career
goals with a full spectrum of services,
including dynamic resume, refreshed
interviewing techniques, sharpened nego-
tiating skills, and more. Call Career
Possibilities @ 714.990.6014 or send
email to keytosuccess1@sbcglobal.net.
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CAREER 

EMPLOYMENT

USED CELL PHONES,
PRINTERS, INK CARTRIDGES
The YWCA will recycle your used ink

cartridges, printers and cell phones. Drop
off at 215 E. Commonwealth, Suite F,
Fullerton. Proceeds support YWCA pro-
grams. Call 714-871-4488 or go to
www.ywcanoc.org for info.

REPAIR/REMODEL

CLASSES & TUTORING

PIANO LESSONS
Piano Lessons: Classical, Jazz and Pop.

Masters of Music; Paris Conservatory and
Indiana University Graduate. Telephone
714-566-4607 or visit website
www.hoangnguyen.net.

Housing for Vets

LICENSED HANDYMAN
Residential Roofing Specialist

New, Repairs, Patios, Gutters,
Electrical, Plumbing, Drywall, Paint,
Doors, Windows, Gates, Fences. CSLB
#744432 Bonded, Insured. Free Estimates
call 714-738-8189

CONSTRUCTION
James K. Higgins Construction.

Quality since 1981. Remodeling, patio
covers, doors and windows. Fences
through finish carpentry. Free estimates,
local references available. Please call 714-
491-9503. California State Contractors
License #B 405546

EVERY WEDNESDAY
CERTIFIED

FARMERS MARKET
Rain or Shine 8am to 1pm

Independence Park
801 W. Valencia Dr.,

(between Euclid & Highland)
Fullerton  714-871-5304

Know Where 
Your Food Comes From!

OC Housing Authority
Receives $884,560 

to Assist Homeless Vets
This funding is a portion of the $75

million appropriated to the US Dept of
Housing & Urban Development for 2012
in a joint effort with the US Dept. of
Veterans Affairs and local housing author-
ities to provide permanent housing and
supportive services for homeless veterans.

The funds will provide an additional 75
Housing Choice Vouchers that are
reserved for homeless single vets or vets
with families. Qualified vets receive a
voucher and are able to rent apartments,
condos or homes from participating prop-
erty owners. Veterans who are interested
in the program call the HUD-VASH line
at (562) 826-8000, ext. 2336.

Property owners who would like to rent
to VASH veterans or other low-income
households, contact the OC Housing
Authority hotline at (714) 480-2866.

Call Karen Roper at 714-480-2805 for
more info on ending homelessness.

• PEANUT, ALMOND, CASHEW
BUTTERS AND TAHINI AND
ROASTED BLANCHED PEANUT
PRODUCTS: Trader Joe’s and Sunland
Inc is recalling Peanut, Almond, Cashew
Butters and Tahini and Roasted Peanut
products due to Salmonella contamina-
tion. Includes the following brands Fresh
& Easy; Sprouts; Sunland; Open Nature;
Trader Joes; Archer Farms; Earth Balance;
Heinen’s; Joseph’s; Natural Value;
Naturally More; Serious Food; Peanut
Power; and others. For complete list go to
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm32
0818.htm?source=govdelivery

•WATSON PARMACEUTICALS
INC. GENERIC HYDROCONDONE
BITARTRATE & ACETAMINOPHEN:
Tablets, USP 10 mg/500 mg, 500 count
NDC 00591-0540-05, Lot Numbers
519406A and 521759A with expiry date
of April 2014 are being recalled due to
higher potency than indicated. This could
result in liver or kidney impairment, res-
piratory depression particularly in elderly
or patients taking antidepressants. 

FDA RECALLS
WWW.FDA.GOV

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
Skilled Electrician and Fullerton native
for 40 years. Service truck ready and
inspection perfect with owner/builder
permits. Lighting, fans, building wiring,
& appliances installed. Owner operated
within the unlicensed minor work excep-
tion set by the Contractors State License
Board. Fullerton Business License
#556307. Call Roger (714) 803-2849
NoFixNoPay.info 

INTERESTING
WEBSITES

GOLF CART
2000 Club Car, Loaded, Windshield,

Lights, Turn signals & Horn. New Battery Jan
2012. See to appreciate. $1,800. Call 714-
243-6116.

FOR SALE

CONCRETE
AA Concrete - free estimates. Quality

work, reliable, honest, 20 years experi-
ence. Block wall, cement work,
stone/brick and more. CA State License
#898557. Call David at 714-880-2212

JOIN AVON - START TODAY!
Would you like to work from home? Be

your own boss? Set your own hours? Avon
has created a business opportunity where
you can earn the financial rewards you
desire! Join online at
http://Start.yourAvon.com  Reference:
GDORSE or call 1-888-801-6398.
Email: avonangel@prodigy.net  Shop24/7
at www.youravon.com/gdorse. Gina
Dorse, Senior Executive Unit Leader
Independent Avon Representative.

LITTLE TREASURES
Local Richman School teacher Sharon

Quirk-Silva is seeking small items from
the community to include in the class-
room’s student treasure box. Call 714-
928-9795

FREE ITEMS WANTED

VARIOUS ITEMS
2 Wheel barrows - make offer; Antique

rocking chair $40; Fluorescent under-counter
lights, 5” x 21”, $12 each or best offer, there
are 26 in total; Hand held gas lawn edger, $35;
1HP Whisper-Flow Pool Pump $250.; 1 pro-
fessional rug cleaner, sander, floor polish
machine $300 or best offer; One 1993 Chevy
van bench seat $150 or best offer; One Javelin
(sports) $35. Call 714-525-4003 or 714-318-
6312.

The Balanced Mind
Congratulations to The Balanced Mind

at thebalancedmind.org (previously
called the child and adolescent bipolar
foundation) which just won a $10,000
grant for the online site.

Do you want to write but don’t know
where to start?  Are you writing and
would like feedback?  Everyone has at
least one story that needs to be released.
You might want to write about your fam-
ily, your family history, travel, poetry,
children’s stories, start a novel or whatever
inspires you.  

The advantage of being in a group is the

valuable feedback and good suggestions to
improve your writing. Perhaps joining our
group can be the spark to light your fire
and begin writing. An informal friendly
group meets two Wednesdays a month at
10am at Temple Beth Tikva in Fullerton
with our leader Marilyn Silverstein.  

Contact Marjorie Kerr at 714-525-
0097 or mkerr00@gmail.com

WRITER’S GROUP •  SPARK YOUR CREATIVITY!



by Diane Nielen ©2012

The phone rang.  I answered.  “Hello.”  “Is this
Diane?”  “Yes.”  “This is Lucy Steiner.  I found a moth or
butterfly on my front porch and wondered if you could
help me identify it.”  “I’ll try.  What color is it?”  “Brown.
It’s got a lot of fur on the inner edge of the wings next to
its body.”  “Sounds like a Mourning Cloak.  Does it have
a yellow border?”  “No.  It has eye spots on its upper
wings”  “How big is it?”  “It is kind of folded up but I
think it is at least four inches across.”  “Wow.  That’s
amazing for around here if it is a moth.  I don’t think I’m
going to be able to come up with an answer without see-
ing it.”  “I’d be happy to bring it over to your house.”
“Super.  I’ll get out some books before you get here.”

It only took Lucy ten minutes to arrive and I had dug
out the two most ancient reference books I had, The
Butterfly Book and The Moth Book, both authored by Dr.
William Holland.  The one on butterflies I had had since
I was ten years old.  We started with “The Moth Book”
even though this specimen didn’t have a characteristic
which you can usually count on to identify a moth, feath-
ery antennae.  Instead this expired lepidoptera’s antennae
were thin and thread-like.  We carefully went through all
48 color plates and didn’t come up with a single match.
I was surprised.  I’m quite familiar with all the local but-
terflies so was willing to bet that we had a moth in hand.
But there was no confirmation from this first-rate source
of information.  So we delved into The Butterfly Book, all
77 of its plates, and again came up with zero matches.
What to do now?

I told Lucy that I would “set” her find.  This means
pinning it on a foam setting board and with great delica-
cy manipulating the large wings into an optimal position.
What one does is put strips of waxed paper over the two
sets of wings and hold them in place with
long extremely thin insect pins.  Then they
are left that way for about a week during
which time the creature dries out and will
hold its form once the paraphernalia is
removed.  My motivation for suggesting this
step was that once the specimen was present-
able, making it easy to view the whole wings,
both upper and lower surfaces, I could take
it to Cal State Fullerton and ask for help
with the identification from one of the
teachers in the Biology Department.

We parted and I told Lucy we would stay
in touch.  Shorty after she left a long-ago memory came
back to me.  It was probably about forty years ago when
I was living on Green Acre Drive that another phone call
came in.  Kids across the street had a big brown some-
thing on their front porch.  I zipped over there and dis-
covered what I’m now sure was the same species of crit-
ter.  But what was it?

So I headed back to The Moth Book, this time going
much more slowly through the pages.  I studied one pic-
ture on Plate 37 and noticed a curving black line parallel
to the outer edge of the upper wings of a large moth.  I
compared this with the specimen we had in hand and
convinced myself that they were at least close relatives.
But the moth pictured on the page had wings with deli-
cate wavy white stripes that our moth did not.  

Are you ready for your new term of the day?  It’s “sex-
ual dimorphism.”  This is defined as variation in the
appearance of male and female members of the same

species.  It can range from minor variations
to looking totally different.  And size can be
another variant.  In some butterflies it is just
one generation at a certain time of the year
that displays these differing characteristics.
My source book had only included a picture
of a female of the species.  That’s why we
couldn’t find a perfect match.  Well, now I
had a Latin name, Ascalapha-odorata, and
common name, the Black Witch, to assist me
in researching.  And it was a cinch on the
web.  No need to seek out a faculty member.  

This moth is found in a lot of countries ranging from
Brazil to our own, primarily the southern states.  And it
has about a dozen different common names but that’s not
unusual.   Our local  butterfly, the Mourning Cloak, is
the Camberwell Beauty in the British Isles.  But the Black
Witch also has the distinction of having a whole bunch
of folklore connected to it.

Yes, Lucy had found a moth that there was lots to share
about.  It is the biggest member in the United States of a
huge family of moths called
Noctuid.   When I got it
properly set on the drying
board it measured just a little
shy of six inches across.  But
this species can reach seven
inches and is the largest moth
north of Mexico and proba-
bly the largest insect.  It is

migratory, moving northward in late spring
and summer. But it is its reputation that is
most surprising.  It is considered a harbinger
of death in Mexican and Caribbean folklore.  

If you live in Mexico and the moth shows
up when someone is sick in your house the
belief is that the patient will die.  But the
news is not that bad if you dwell in the Rio
Grande Valley of Texas.  There the moth’s
presence is only a death sentence if he visits
all four corners of your house.  Back to
Mexico: in some portions of the country if
the Black Witch flies over your head they
warn you that you are likely to lose your hair.
In Jamaica where the common name for our
moth is Duppy Bat they consider it the man-
ifestation of a soul not at rest.  But in Hawaii
the appearance of one of these moths is

believed to be the embodiment of the soul
of a loved one who has recently died and
has now come back to say goodbye.

Not all the myths are negative.  In the
Bahamas where they are called Money
Moths it’s believed that if one lands on you,
you will be receiving some moolah.  And
things look even better in South Texas where
the moth appearing and hanging around
above your door portends your winning the
lottery.

Probably the moth’s greatest claim to fame
was its role in the novel Silence of The Lambs.
Therein the serial killer put the Witch’s
pupas in the mouths of his victims.  But
don’t go to the movie in hopes of confirming
this tale because the moth species was
changed to a Death’s Head Hawkmoth for
the filmed version.

After a week I delivered the simply framed
moth to Lucy.  Meeting her was a fringe ben-
efit of this shared project.  And it had been

rewarding to once more delve into the resource books
that I value most highly.  They were an important part of
my childhood.  The Butterfly Book was first published in
1898, is a hefty 578 pages and weighs three pounds.  The
dedication of the First Edition read partially:  “To my
good wife and my two bonny boys.”  When a Revised
Edition was released 32 years later it included an addi-
tional tribute:  “To my scientific friends throughout the
world . . . I re-dedicate this book on my eighty-second
birthday, August 16, 1930.”  The book is primarily a
highly scientific reference work for entomologists but it
is delightful and surprising to share that interspersed
throughout the text are 26 Digressions and Quotations,
a mix of mini-essays and charming poems written by
well-known authors.  I can even recite one poem from
memory.  Just ask.

The Moth Book first came out in 1903.  It too is a
whopping 578 pages.  It too is punctuated with light-
hearted Digressions and Quotations.  But what I just dis-
covered and found unexpected was the dedication in this
tome:  “To my honored friend, ANDREW CARNEGIE,

whose name is a synonym for financial
sagacity and practical benevolence.”
Upon reading Holland’s lengthy cre-
dentials I learned that besides having
been Chancellor of the University of
Pittsburgh he was also Director of the
Carnegie Museum.  This made his trib-
ute more understandable. 

Lucy and I agree that her “find” was
one of the highlights of our summer.  I
wish you all luck in replicating her dis-
covery.  And if you do, be sure to buy a
lottery ticket.  Myths really can come
true.                      
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On Moths & Myths

Above: The 7” across Black Witch male found by Lucy
Below: Black Witch female

It is the 
largest moth 

north of 
Mexico 

and has a 
surprising 

reputation...


