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Mr Patrick Achi, Minister of Economic Infrastructure and Water, receiving a token of appreciation 
from Ms Oliva Lum, CEO of Hyflux. 

Cote d’Ivoire 
 
Population: 
23.9 million  
 
Capital: 
Yamoussoukro 

Sectors of Opportunities 
Cote d’Ivoire plans to make use of 
the strategic location of Abidjan 
along the Gulf of Guinea to be the 
hub of West Africa. It is part of  
the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS), of 
which 8 out of the 15 countries 
are francophone.  

The Cote d’Ivoire-Singapore 
Business Seminar 2014 organized by 
the Singapore Business Federation 
was held on 6 November 2014, in 
conjunction with the visit of H.E. Mr 
Patrick Achi, Minister of Economic 
Infrastructure of the Republic of Cote 
d’Ivoire. 
 
Mr Achi delivered the opening 
address at the seminar, presenting the 
opportunities in the transport, energy 
and agribusiness sectors in Cote 
d’Ivoire. Since June 2013, Cote 
d’Ivoire has become visa free for 
Singapore passport holders. He thus 
welcomed Singapore businesses to 
discover opportunities in the country 
which is striving to become the hub 
of West Africa. 
 
 

After the seminar, Mr Achi and his 
delegation went to Hyflux for a private 
meeting. He was impressed with how 
Singapore managed to solve its water 
shortage issue and become totally self-
sufficient by desalination of water and 
using membrane technology in the 
purification of water. 
 
In order to cater to the growing 
demand for water in Abidjan which is 
experiencing a rapid population 
increase, there is a need to search for a 
cost-efficient way to provide water to 
the residents. Currently, the 
groundwater supply is unable to 
sustain the growing population and 
alternative water sources are needed.  
 
The meeting ended on a high note 
with Ms Oliva Lum, CEO of Hyflux 
and one of the Singapore members of 
ASEACC, presenting Mr Achi a token 
of appreciation.  
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