
THOUGHTS FOLLOWING THE SYNODAL MEETING 

 A nice synodal message. Appeasing. The mission of the church – to bring 

peace to the world. To look after the spiritual salvation of the shepherded. 

To bear and profess the truth. To be the guarantor of justice and the 

solidarity of the flock. In church language there is an understanding of the 

council, thanks to which, each faithful is a competent member of the 

church, which encompasses its own hierarchical structure, but doesn’t have 

any liege-men and suzerain sovereigns whose words are indisputable. We 

are saying this here, not to introduce some kind of a spirit of democracy, 

nor to heat up the polemics, but because as of a few weeks ago there 

existed rumblings in the church - one could hear complaints, differences of 

opinion, particularly concerning the accepted decisions of the previous 

Bishop’s Synod; however, judging by the protocols, and the epistle 

message, it appears as if everything is in order right now. If, in reality, it is 

so – Glory to God. But, since, not in either the message, nor in the 

protocols, there exists even a hint concerning the discussion of the revised 

questions, then, unwittingly, comes to mind a thought – did they sweep the 

dust under the rug…. Based on this, we do not at all intend to introduce 

new emotions, quite the opposite, for all are aware, that it is necessary to 

lance an abscess, if one wishes to cure the organism. To suppress a 

problem – it may return again with stronger force. This is similar to family 

relations – open discussion – absolutely nothing held back.  

A simple coincidence, but, recently, the Internet allowed us to familiarize 

ourselves with a video showing a meeting in Paris on Rue Daru between 

Archbishop Job, the head of the Russian Archiepiscopate of the 

Constantinople Patriarchate and with a few parishioners from the 

Archiepiscopate. The young, the elderly, the distinguished, came to the 

hierarch to peaceably find a way of returning harmony to their church life, 

which for the past two years has been put on the verge of disaster and, as 

many believe, disappearance. While drinking tea, the archbishop waved 

aside the group’s remarks, which were presented in a quiet courteous 

manner, with one basic statement: “You do not possess the truth. Truth, is 

Christ. Christ gave the authority to the Apostles, and the Apostles, in turn, 

gave it to the bishops.” But, indeed, the learned Constantinople hierarch 

should have known about the famous Epistle of the Eastern Patriarchs of 

1848, where it clearly states that in the Orthodox Church, to distinguish 



itself from the Catholic Church, the keeper of the true faith – is not the 

patriarchs, not even the synod, but the body of the church itself, 

meaning the people. May we remind you, that the Epistle of 1848 falls into 

the category of “symbolic books” having a special, indissoluble connection 

to the truth, because the truth has its source within them. Otherwise, the 

authority remains as a superficial understanding, a stranger to the truth. 

Why can’t Archbishop Job understand this? Andrey Kurayev correctly 

states, with gentle humor, that such people are confident that they are the 

only ones who possess the Truth, and Christ finds Himself in their captivity.  

In other words, what they maintain, He must affirm. This can be observed 

everywhere in the Moscow Patriarchate, from the day of its creation by 

Stalin, and so, up to today. This had never existed in the Church Abroad, in 

the genuine, historical one. But we have come across this in previous 

years, in the Synod of the former ROCOR, while Metropolitan Vitaly was 

still alive, a group of hierarchs inclined toward unification with the MP, 

intercepted the power. To achieve their goal, they had to consolidate many 

dioceses, and, especially, those that did not intend to commit such a 

treachery. For this purpose, the presently deceased Bishop Amvrosy 

(Kantakuzin) was appointed to the Western European diocese, where, its 

pro-patriarchal tendency, based on the events, became the talk of the town. 

The steadfast clergy rejected this appointment, basing their decision on the 

reliable, indisputable dossier, explaining the impossibility of such an 

appointment and the perniciousness for the church itself. Immediately there 

followed various prohibitions with no answers to the arguments brought up. 

For six months, letters had been sent to the Synod, some including an offer 

to travel to New York in order to present the arguments in person to the 

Hierarchical Synod, but the request for a personal visit and discussions 

were denied and the parishes were required to submit unconditionally to 

the Synodal resolution was that imposed upon them, all of it based on the 

same hollow reasoning (what hollow reasoning). As if Christ, Himself, had 

ratified the unification, which the Synod had alleged, basing this on its 

lawless actions. We had no other way but to remain under the true 

omophorion of the esteemed elder, Metropolitan Vitaly, who then relocated 

to his last residence, the secluded monastery of Transfiguration in 

Mansonville, Quebec. How fatal it would be for us now to accept those 

principles which exist in the so-called official Orthodoxy. Let it not be! It was 

not for that reason that we rejected the betrayal of Metropolitan Laurus and 



those who were with him. The remaining strong forces have to, without fail, 

find a common language, get rid of the bureaucratic thinking, return to that 

spirit, which  inspired and united us previously, and, thus, partake in the 

renewal of the Church Abroad, based on its solid fundamentals and 

principles.  

And therefore, one is forced simply to feel regret that at the last 

Hierarchical Synod meeting, no steps had been taken toward the vitally 

necessary union of all scattered ROCOR segments, so as to once again 

establish among us a spirit of love, and end the spirit of estrangement, and 

at times, one of animosity. Even though such appeals have not met with 

success previously, there will come a time, and we firmly believe that the 

time has arrived for such an appeal to be made once again. It would be 

wrong to let such an opportunity pass by. 

Archdeacon German Ivanov-Thirteenth 
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