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Existing communities’ needs must 
be recognised in OPDC Local Plan 
Recognition of existing communities’ needs for social             
infrastructure, open spaces and physical connections was a key 
issue that emerged from 2,640 written responses and          
thousands of workshop and online comments made to the  
public consultation on the first draft of the Old Oak and Park 
Royal Development Corporation’s (OPDC) Local Plan. 
 

Tom Cardis, OPDC Head of Planning Policy, who gave a 
presentation at the Grand Union Alliance (GUA) meeting on 
1st June, said that other key issues raised included: planning for 
the construction phases, release of more industrial land for 
mixed development in Park Royal; density and heights of new   
buildings and delivery of new social infrastructure.   
 

The draft Local Plan consultation took place from 4th February 
to  31st March this year. The OPDC also consulted, at the same 
time, on eighteen supporting evidence-based documents. The 
Plan sets out the OPDC’s vision, objectives and policy options 
for the future development in the Old Oak and Park Royal area 
over the next 20 years.  
 

The GUA held two meetings during the OPDC Local Plan     
consultation period, at which the Local Plan and the eighteen      
evidence-based documents were discussed. The GUA  
collaborative responses made on these can be found here - 
http://grandunionalliance.wix.com/grandunionalliance#!local-
plan/zimxh. Many GUA member groups also submitted         
individual responses to the consultation.  

 

OPDC Local Plan  
- the next steps  
The final draft of the OPDC Local 
Plan is to be published for consultation 
in November 2016.  Before the Plan is 
finally adopted, there will also be a 
public examination overseen by an               
independent planning inspector. Those 
who respond to the Local Plan        
consultation may be invited to attend 
the public examination by the planning 
inspector.    
 

Twenty more evidence-based            
documents, supporting the Local Plan, 
are to be produced by the end of     
September. These will be on housing, 
economy, environment, green and 
open space, heritage and transport.  
Masterplans for Scrubs Lane and     
Victoria Road / Old Oak Lane and a 
feasibility study on Willesden Junction 
are also to be produced.  
 

Some consultation events are to be 
held as final versions of draft plans 
emerge. A Statement of Consultation 
analysing the first round of comments 
is to be published in September.  

Old Oak Park Royal Facebook Page   
Amanda Souter, Chair,  Wells House Road Residents Association   
 

The aim of this page is to capture the evolution of the Old Oak 
Park Royal area during this time of change. We would like it to 
capture and catalogue images, information and stories of the    
area – past, present and future. We also want it to help us         
advocate the preservation of some of our more important assets. 
 

John Goodier, Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Buildings 
Group took us on a magical mystery tour around the area to take 
pictures of buildings and places of character. As local residents, 
even we didn’t realise what a deep and fascinating history we 
have. 
 

Since www.facebook.com/OldOakParkRoyalCommunity 
was launched in March, it has had nearly 19,000 visits and is  
being actively followed by many stakeholders in the area - including the OPDC team who are finding it 
interesting and informative.  

Please visit, share and post your own images and news about the people and places within the area. 



Grand Union Alliance 
Grand Union Alliance (GUA) brings  
together resident and community groups to 
share views about what is planned in the 
OPDC area. It provides expert and peer 
group support on how planning policy 
works and how best to influence it.    
 

GUA is supported by London Tenants         
Federation and Just Space, formerly 
through Trust for London grant funding and      
currently via Governing the Future City, a 
two-year international research project    
being carried out by Jennifer Robinson, 
UCL, with academics from Johannesburg 
and Shanghai.  
 

Contact:  
Tel: 07784 286 809 
E-mail: grandunionalliance.eva@gmail.com 
GUA website:  
http://grandunionalliance.wix.com/grandunionalliance 
GUA Twitter: @GUAnetwork 
GUA Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/grandunionalliance 

Old Oak Neighbourhood Forum 
Henry Peterson, St Quintin & Woodlands Neighbourhood Forum 

 

A first meeting of the interim Old Oak Neighbourhood  
Forum was held on 25th March in North Acton. This is a 
new body, involving local resident and community groups.  
The interim forum will shortly be applying to the OPDC  
and LB Hammersmith & Fulham for formal designation of 
an Old Oak neighbourhood area. 
 

Members of the forum have been working together since 
last autumn, and put together a detailed consultation         
response to the first draft of the OPDC Local Plan. This 
emphasised the importance of integrating and stitching         
together the existing residential communities in and around 
Old Oak alongside new development. A neighbourhood 
plan will also allow local residents and businesses to feed in 
their knowledge of the area, in the planning of the public 
realm, open spaces, and social infrastructure.. 
 

Membership of the forum is open to anyone who lives or 
works within the boundary (shown in orange in the map) 

There will be a six week public consultation on the  
boundary, and on the establishment of the forum, once the 
designation application is submitted.    

Join us on GUA Walkabouts  

• From Alperton to Old Oak, Saturday 9th July 2:30-
4:30pm. Walk led by John Goodier, Chair of             
Hammersmith & Fulham Historic Buildings Group - 
looking at buildings of historic and community interest 
and new housing developments. To book your place 
email - grandunionalliance.eva@gmail.com  

• Kensal Green Cemetery on Saturday 23rd July 
10:00am-12:00.  A free guided tour led by Henry Vivian
-Neal, Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery. The tour will 
begin at the Grade 1 listed Anglican Chapel in the centre 
of the cemetery. To book your place on the tour email - 
henry.vivianneal@btinternet.com  

Small businesses 
on the edge  

At team of UCL masters students have  
engaged with small businesses in Harlesden 
through surveys and case studies to explore 
how they could be impacted by the          
forthcoming development. 
 

The students presented their finding at the 
GUA Meeting, on 1st June and attendees 
were keen for this work to continue.  
 

The GUA plans to collaborate with the  
Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum and other 
groups to further engage with Harlesden 
small businesses. If you are interested in 
supporting this please get in touch.  
 

The students’ report can be found here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/0B6VLI9a3igj_dmVqRzF3UnZHUVU/view 

More details can be seen on the website of neighbouring St 
Quintin and Woodlands Neighbourhood Forum, where the 
neighbourhood plan was successful at a local referendum in 
February. See at www.stqw.org or email to info@stqw.org.  


