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What is Cordwood Construction? 

Å Discovered cordwood construction 
in 1984 while doing research for my 
book How to Become Rent and 
Mortgage Free . 
 

Å Cordwood construction of 
άŎƻǊŘǿƻƻŘ ƳŀǎƻƴǊȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƭŀōƻǊ-
intensive, but inexpensive to build. 

 

Å The majority of American cordwood 
structures are located in Wisconsin, 
though several are located in Iowa, 
Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, and 
Montana. 
 



The Cordwood Technique 

Cordwood construction is a technique that utilizes whole or split wood, 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ сέ ǘƻ нпέ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƭŀȅŜǊŜŘ ǿƛŘǘƘ ǿƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŘ ƻŦ 

mortar. The walls produced are textured with exposed log ends. 

 

 
 



The Cordwood Technique 



History of Cordwood Construction 

Cordwood was used by early pioneer builders who were simply 
responding to conditions on the frontier. 

 



History of Cordwood Construction 
Å Many existing cordwood 

structures are barns built in the 
1920s and 1930s during the Great 
Depression.  

 

Å These structures were built using 
available and affordable materials 
because high-quality heavy 
timber and stone were too costly 
and not readily available.  

 

Å Homes built using this technique 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
IƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΣ 
Vermont, and upstate New York. 

 

 



Cordwood Renaissance 

Å The last 30 to 40 years has seen a  
renaissance in cordwood homes popping up 
across the U.S. and Canada.  
 

Å They are inexpensive to build, easy for the 
do-it-yourself homebuilder, energy efficient, 
and a natural construction method. 

 



Working With Cordwood 

Cordwood Before  Cordwood After 


