
CRONIES 
plural of cro-ny

noun - a close friend or a companion
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in co-production with NYU Production Lab
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Louis 

Jack 

Andrew 

Nikki 

Aisha 

Juanita 

Suede 

George Sample III 

Zurich Buckner 

Brian Kowalski 

Landra Taylor 

Samiyah Womack 

Elinor Nelson 

Homer Simmons 
	  

Interviewer/Radio Host 
	  

Otis 

Quita 

Thump 

Preston 

Corey 

Laquisha 

Gospel Singer 
	  

Amber 
	  

Erin 
	  

Lady in Park 

Lady in Park 

Lady on Porch 

Girl on Porch 

Store Patron 

Store Rapper 

Store Attendant 

Young Louis 

Young Jack 

Young Corey 

Karl 

	  

Michael J. Larnell 

Darrick Clark 

Brooke Wade 

Bradley Allen 

Ryan Jordan 

Michael Harvey 

Chastity Jones 

Sieglinda Fox 

Kelsey Roof 

Jennifer Fischer 

Nerissa Grigsby 

Shaleya Anderson 

Goldie Dugger 

Kimora Palmer 

Earl “Chip” Smith 

Albert A. Smith 

Adel Van Donsel 

Kahlil Long 

Luis Scott 

Ismael Cisse 

Victor Landol    

      CAST 
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“Still” 

	  

Performed by A-Game 

Courtesy of Anthoney Ellis 

“314,MO” 

Performed by A-Game 

Courtesy of Anthoney Ellis 

“Friendly Good Morning” 

Performed by Daughters of Zion 

Courtesy of Daughters of Zion 

“Keep Da Change" 

	  

“God Some Money and a Gun (God$gun)” 

Performed by Raye Cole 

Courtesy of Rachell Cole 
	  

“Knife” 
	  

Performed by Greenwheel 

Courtesy of Greenwheel 

“The Hideout” 

Performed by Shotta G 

Courtesy of Keneish Edwards 

“Ugly Azz Revolver” 
Performed by Flashlo (Yak and C.E.O.) 

	  

Courtesy of George Sample III 

“Doin the Most” 

Performed by Ol’Boy Feat Yuno 
	  

Courtesy of Jerome Carr 
	  

“Visceral Love (Makes Me Lose My Mind)” 

Performed by Dakota Lillie 

Courtesy of Dakota Lillie 

“Locked Down” 

Performed by Henrik Tala 

Courtesy of Henrik Tala 

“Times Hard” 

Performed by Kingdom Brothers 
	  

Courtesy of Bob Walther (Groove Ready Records) 

“R.E.A.L.” 

Performed by Itz Dre 

Courtesy of Andre T. Lang 

“Days Like This” 

Performed by Raye Cole 

Courtesy of Rachell Cole 

	  
Performed by Streetza Ria 

Courtesy of Dermon Edwards 

“2 Many Niggaz” 

Performed by Tre P and Nick B 

Courtesy of Tremone Moore 

“Sideways Highway” 

Performed by L.A. FT Kindfire and Cra-Bal 
	  

Courtesy of Albert “L.A.” Smith 
	  

“Negus to Niggas” 

Performed by L.A. 

Courtesy of Albert “L.A.” Smith 
	  

“Choke” 

Performed by L.A. 

Courtesy of Albert “L.A.” Smith 
	  

“If I Ever Fall” 
	  

Performed by Yung Entrepreneur Squad (Y.E.$) 

Courtesy of Yung Entrepreneur Squad (Y.E.$) 

"Done Signed My Name" 

Performed by Sieglinda Fox 
	  

Courtesy of Michael J. Larnell   

         MUSIC 
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CRONIES 
SYNOPSIS

22-year-old year old Louis doesn’t know if his childhood 
friendship with Jack will last beyond today.



DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
MICHAEL J. LARNELL 

In my hometown of St. Louis, opportunities for young people are few, and rarely evident. 
People often have to seek possibilities beyond the societies in which they were raised. The 
pursuit of opportunity is also often mistaken for the betrayal of old friends and the 
communities in which they grew up - especially when those opportunities create interaction 
among different races and social classes. At the same time, the expanded professional 
networks provide a chance for cross-cultural communication, meaningful bonds of friendship 
and understanding of other cultures. This dichotomy of racial integration is integral to St. Louis 
and to CRONIES.

I wrote CRONIES to address this conflict and to tell a different story about male friendships - 
one that was rooted in love, enriched with my own experiences, and brightened by the 
universal humor inherent in growing pains. I have always had an interest in showing the 
difficulty and awkwardness of young men expressing their love for one another. The simplicity 
of childhood friendship becomes complicated as old friends develop new relationships, and the 
tension and competition, resulting from these growing pains is real. In hindsight, it’s also funny 
and enlightening. 

I wanted to show a character drifting away from childhood friendships in the pursuit of his 
own growth and opportunities. CRONIES is a story about the choices we have to make, set 
against a backdrop of the circumstances that inform our lives .The characters are my friends, 
the location is my hometown, and the story is my authentic reflection of the ways in which 
young men figure out how to show love among friends, both old and new.



STORY 

LOUIS JOHNSON (22) is a COOL-ASS NERD. Self-styled in vintage glasses, army print cargo 
shorts, and Air Jordan shoes, Louis recognizes opportunity even amid the challenges in his St. 
Louis community and has a vision for his life. He works at a car dealership washing cars, but he 
prefers to say that he spends his days “detailing”. He’s recently made a commitment to his 
girlfriend, NIKKI (21), and his daughter AISHA (4), by putting his paychecks towards a home for 
the three to share. Today, Louis is determined to be the father who gets his daughter the 
perfect birthday gift. He just needs enough cash for a doll and a ride from his new friend from 
work, ANDREW (22). 

Louis’ plans are thwarted once his childhood friend, JACK (23), meets ANDREW (22), a 
stranger, on Louis’ doorstep.  Jack, a neighborhood regular who adopts Louis’ house as his own, 
is surprised by Andrew, a corn-fed white guy who Jack has never seen in the neighborhood.  
Armed with territorial bravado, Jack questions Andrew’s rights and reasons for sharing Louis’ 
doorstep, creating a tension between them that is solidified when Jack realizes that Louis and 
Andrew have made plans without him. Indignantly refusing to give up his childhood friendship 
with Louis, Jack forces his way into Andrew’s Jeep and into their lives for the day.

As Louis tries to collect enough money to buy his daughter the doll she wants, Jack tries to 
figure out why he’s been left out of Louis’ friendship with Andrew. Meanwhile, Andrew 
navigates the streets of St. Louis and the twists and turns of Jack’s interrogation. Jack needles 
Andrew and his friendship with Louis with techniques ranging from absurd to startling. 
Ultimately, Jack attempts to prove his bond with Louis by revealing a dark secret from Louis’ 
past and his careless actions force Louis into a confrontation with his future.



CAST 

GEORGE SAMPLE III (LOUIS) 
 
George was raised by a US Marine drill instructor 
alongside a hard-working mother, who chose to stay 
at home to raise her children. Growing up he learnt 
the meaning of hard work, integrity, patience and 
empathy for others, gravitating towards music and 
poetry as an outlet for expression. He faced 
many temptations of peer pressure of following the 
negative crowd. but his passion for the arts allowed 
him to avoid those negatives. From the beginning, he 
knew the life of a performer was for him. 

ZURICH BUCKNER (JACK) 
 
Born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, Zurich grew 
up a risk taker and experienced many hardships 
throughout his life. But, in the same society, he 
also witnessed the most extreme acts of kindness. 
Witnessing both worlds gave him the ability to 
take on a range of intriguing characters. He 
combines his experience and energy on and off 
screen, using them to bring his characters to life.

BRIAN KOWALSKI (ANDREW) 
 
Raised in Belleville, Illinois, a suburb right across 
the river from St. Louis, Missouri, Brian saw both 
areas of booming growth and extreme 
poverty. His experience of both aspects of this 
difference in social classes has allowed him to 
have compassion for people from all walks of life.  
A few years ago, he played quarterback for his 
college football team. The discipline that position 
required, helped him to keep him focused in 
pursuing his goals in life.



CREW 

JULIUS PRYOR IV                         
(ASSOCIATE PRODUCER) 

Born in Montgomery, AL and raised all over the 
United States. Julius Pryor IV credits his diverse 
background, and an unyielding thirst for 
knowledge, as inspiration for his creative 
pursuits. He is a graduate of Morehouse College 
and is currently a thesis student in the Graduate 
Film program at NYU. 

MARTTISE ROOSEVELT HILL  
(ASSOCIATE PRODUCER)

Hill was recently recognized by the City of St. 
Louis Board of Aldermen and Missouri U.S. 
Senator Claire McCaskill for his film 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
community. Hill strives to be a voice for the 
voiceless in his role as a global filmmaker.  He is 
a graduate in Film Production from NYU Tisch 
School of Arts and English Literature from 
Morehouse College.

FEDERICO M. CESCA                    
(DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY)

Federico is a New York-based cinematographer. 
He graduated from New York University’s 
graduate film program as the Volker Bahnemann 
Award winner in Cinematography, 2014. 
Originally from Argentina, Federico has travelled 
the world from Paris to South Africa shooting 
films, which have played at festivals such as 
Sundance, Berlin, Venice and networks like HBO, 
Cinemax and The Scene.



ALBERT A. SMITH                             
(ASSOCIATE PRODUCER/CASTING 
DIRECTOR) 

Albert is a St. Louis-based music video producer, 
casting director and hip-hop events promoter. He is 
the ultimate utility man. Albert was the key to 
finding the talent in the St. Louis area. 

NEIL BENEZRA                                    
(SOUND DESIGNER) 

Neil Benezra lives and works in New York, home of 
his audio postproduction studio Brooklyn Sound 
Society. As a composer and sound designer for film, 
museum, gallery, and theater, he has collaborated 
with many acclaimed artists. In his sound 
composition work, Benezra recognizes the rhythmic 
and melodic patterns in the urban world that 
surrounds us. He surveys the role of sound in the 
interplay of people and the spaces they inhabit and 
attempt to incorporate those dynamics in his work. 

CREW 



“Sundance has given us Ryan Coogler and Justin Simien in recent 
years…Larnell could find himself on a similar trajectory as those 
talented African-American film makers.”

- THEWRAP.COM

“There’s a low-key charm and sincerity at play in Cronies, as well as a sly 
recognition of fragile male egos and the way bravado can mask sexual 
anxiety.”

- THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

“There’s a striking exigent quality to “Cronies” that recalls the authentic 
electricity of “Le Haine” and animated immediacy of Spike Lee’s “She’s 
Gotta Have It.” “Cronies” feels alive and of-the-moment. You can feel the 
balmy warmth of St. Louis summers, just as you can feel the various 
social pressures these men have to face.”

- INDIEWIRE

This St. Louis isn’t the one most news outlets have aggressively shown 
off in recent months, the land of chaos and discontent and violence, but 
a place where people live just like anywhere else, usually preoccupied 
with their own everyday struggles.

- CONSEQUENCE OF SOUND

PRESS 

“Michael J. Larnell's directorial debut is a film that feels equal parts 
dangerous and playful.”

- NOFILMSCHOOL



SCREENINGS 

FESTIVAL 
SUNDANCE [NEXT] - PARK CITY - JANUARY 25-30
TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL, NEW YORK - APRIL 22-26
SUNDANCE NEXT, LOS ANGELES - AUGUST 8
BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL - OCTOBER 7-18
CHICAGO INT. FILM FESTIVAL - OCTOBER 15-29

PUBLIC 
ST.LOUIS, MO - OCTOBER (DETAILS TBD)
NEW YORK, NY - NOVEMBER (DETAILS TBD)



CONTACT 

PRESS INQUIRIES 
Miranda Sherman - miranda.sherman@nyu.edu

Marttise Hill - marttise.hill@gmail.com

SALES + DISTRIBUTION 
Miranda Sherman - miranda.sherman@nyu.edu

www.croniesthemovie.com
trailer

croniesthemovie @croniesthemovie croniesthemovie

http://www.croniesthemovie.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lhYsrLy6Co
http://www.croniesthemovie.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lhYsrLy6Co
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