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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

WELCOME, 

MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 2017, 2018, 2019, AND 2020 

 

 
Bishop Stang High School, a Catholic comprehensive college preparatory secondary school, offers a wide variety of courses at 

multiple levels in order to meet the needs of every one of its students.  The administration and faculty are proud of the academic 

program offered for the 2016-2017 school year.   

 

Your selection of courses for each year is extremely important and deserves thorough consideration by both you and your parents. 

A general outline of courses to be followed as you progress through your four years at Bishop Stang High School has been includ-

ed in order to help both you and your parents plan your high school educational program wisely.  Because the master schedule is 

built on the choices made in the course selection process, it is advantageous for you to make the very best decisions for you and 

your future at this time. 

 

In order to be academically prepared to meet your future goals, please read this Program of Studies carefully, weigh your choices, 

and plan for the most challenging and exciting program available.  The administration, faculty, and guidance counselors are avail-

able to assist you in any way possible in the course selection process. 

 

 

 

 
Peter  V. Shaughnessy 

President/Principal 

 

 

 

 
Michael P. O’Brien Kathleen E.  Ruginis, Obl.SB 

Assistant  Principal of Students Assistant  Principal of Academics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Bishop Stang High School is a community rooted in, and dedicated to spreading the message of Jesus Christ as handed down 

through the teachings of the Catholic Church and the charism of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  A diocesan, co-educational, 

college preparatory school serving a diverse student population, we are called to holistically educate our students to be spiritually, 

academically, and socially prepared to meet the demands of higher learning and of life.  Providing a disciplined yet nurturing at-

mosphere that combines academic excellence with Christian values, we educate our students to be people of integrity and global 

awareness who value a commitment to service. 
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PHILOSOPHY 
 
Bishop Stang High School is a four-year co-educational 

school operated by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fall River 

to provide students with an education built on and directed by 

the message and teachings of Jesus Christ as expressed in the 

Roman Catholic tradition.  Such an education should offer 

structured opportunity and guidance for spiritual, intellectual, 

moral, cultural, emotional, social and physical growth.  It 

should value academic excellence while providing for the 

academic needs of a diversity of students, encouraging indi-

vidual development and offering the experiences of Christian 

community.  It should foster awareness of the complexities of 

life in the twenty-first century and attempt to provide 

knowledge and values to deal effectively with these complexi-

ties as responsible citizens. 

 

Bishop Stang High School intends to graduate students who: 

 

hhave knowledge of and personal experience with Jesus Christ, 

which will enable them to choose to be active Christians. 

hare prepared to meet the requirements of the next step after 

high school - further education, work, marriage, family, and 

community life. 

hhave positive self-images based on self-knowledge, moral 

integrity, service to others, and an appreciation of all life. 

hhave the skills necessary to be clear thinkers, effective 

communicators, and responsible decision-makers. 

hunderstand freedom, peace and justice in the context of 

Gospel values and exercise their responsibility to work toward 

the realization of these values. 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 
Bishop Stang High School is accredited by the New England 

Association of Schools and Colleges, a nationally recognized 

non-governmental organization.  This accreditation indicates 

that the qualifying school meets or exceeds the criteria estab-

lished by this organization and has achieved institutional integri-

ty. 

 

ADMISSIONS 
 
Bishop Stang High School admits students of any race, color, 

national or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs and 

activities generally accorded or made available to all students 

at the school.  It does not discriminate against minorities in 

administration of its admissions policies, educational pro-

grams, athletic activities or any other school-sponsored 

events. 

 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Bishop Stang High School's guidance program is designed to 

assist each student in meeting his or her developmental needs 

and in planning and implementing educational and occupa-

tional goals.  Each student in grades nine through twelve is 

assigned a counselor at the beginning of the school year.  Stu-

dents are then seen several times in the course of the year; this 

may be on an individual basis or in small groups, as deter-

mined by each student's needs.  Students are encouraged to 

meet with their counselors at any time. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
College Credit Program 

Students taking courses at area colleges may have their col-

lege transcripts forwarded with their high school transcripts at 

the time college applications are processed. 

 

 

New Dimensions Program 

Grades 10, 11 

The New Dimensions Program at Stonehill College is a 

school-college initiative for high school students interested in 

experiencing the intellectual life of college.  New Dimensions 

focuses its energies and resources promoting the scholarly 

growth and development of high school students, plus gives 

the students a slice of college life, lectures by college profes-

sors, and opportunities to meet new people and explore a col-

lege campus.  The aim of the program is to facilitate students 

extending, challenging, and utilizing knowledge. 

 

F.I.A.T. Christian Service Program 

Grades 11, 12 

The Christian Service Program at Bishop Stang High School 

is known as F.I.A.T. (Faith In Action Together).  As a grad-

uation requirement, each junior and senior is required to select 

a minimum of one of the many program options offered 

through F.I.A.T.  Students are required to complete all com-

ponents of their chosen F.I.A.T. program.  The three required 

components of each project are education, service perfor-

mance, and reflection. 
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ROSEANNE BARKER LEARNING 

COMMONS 
 
Bishop Stang High School's Learning Commons is open to 

students and faculty from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 

through Friday.   The Commons houses curriculum-rich print, 

video, and audio collections as well as several electronic data-

bases and a Massachusetts School Library Association award-

winning website.  It is a member of the MassCat library consor-

tium as well as the Massachusetts Library System (MLS) and 

through their sponsorship the Commons is able to offer addi-

tional electronic databases as well as interlibrary loan and other 

services.   Desktop computers, wireless laptop computers, and 

iPads are available for student use, allowing access to word 

processing, the online library catalog, Internet, and numerous 

electronic resources. 

 

COURSE SELECTION POLICIES 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
All students must carry a minimum of six full credits, includ-

ing theology, English, and Mathematics for each of four 

years, regardless of accumulated credits.  Students may carry 

heavier course loads with the approval of their guidance 

counselors and the recommendation of their teachers. Stu-

dents should be aware of college admission requirements 

when choosing their electives.  The distinction between Col-

lege Preparatory A electives and College Preparatory B elec-

tives is that the latter are not necessarily recognized by col-

leges as fulfilling college admission requirements. 

 

The graduation requirements of Bishop Stang High School 

exceed the college preparatory course work recommended by 

the Admissions Standards of the Board of Regents of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The possible exceptions to 

this may be College Preparatory B courses. 

 

Students should weigh carefully which courses they select 

each year.  These choices should be influenced by their future 

educational plans and by the requirements of the colleges in 

which they are interested.   

 

The guidelines for course changes or level changes are pub-

lished in both the Faculty Handbook and the Student Hand-

book.  The guidelines are meant to insure that all students 

have sound academic schedules.  The recommendations of 

teachers carry considerable weight in such decisions. 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE WEIGHT AND RANK 
 
The weight of each course at Bishop Stang High School is 

determined by the level assigned.  Rank in class is determined 

by a student's cumulative grade point average, with each final 

grade weighted according to level.  Pass/fail courses are not 

included in the calculation. 

 

Students are not tracked at Bishop Stang High School.  Apti-

tude, strengths and weaknesses are considered in each course 

placement by department chairpersons in their respective dis-

ciplines. 

 

LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS 
 
College Preparatory B  

College Preparatory B courses are open to students who have 

identified difficulties in a certain content area.  These courses 

are characterized by basic learning skills such as reading, 

note-taking, study skills, reinforcement of memory skills, 

organization and management of a student's time.  Because of 

these built-in supports, more time is spent on developing these 

learning skills in specific content areas.  College Preparatory 

B courses meet the requirements of most community col-

leges. 

 
College Preparatory A 

College Preparatory A courses are open to students who, be-

cause of their ability, have demonstrated learning skills neces-

sary to succeed in college preparatory courses.  The majority 

of Bishop Stang students are enrolled in College Preparatory 

A courses.  These courses are characterized by detailed con-

tent requiring application, analysis and evaluation of the ma-

terial presented. 

 
Honors 

Honors courses are open to students who are well-motivated, 

willing to take responsibility for learning and have shown 

evidence of superior academic performance and ability.   

These courses are characterized by content which is more 

extensive and detailed than College Preparatory A or College 

Preparatory B courses.  The material presented has greater 

depth requiring application, analysis and evaluation of the 

material, and the understanding and use of concepts.  Inde-

pendent research, extensive use of resources and outside read-

ing are also expected. 

 

Advanced Placement (open to juniors and seniors) 

Advanced Placement courses provide students the opportunity 

to pursue college-level studies while in secondary school.  All 

students taking Advanced Placement courses are required to 

take the Advanced Placement Examination in each course 

taken. 

 

CRITERIA FOR 

LEVEL ADVANCEMENT 
 
To qualify for advancement from College Preparatory B level 

to College Preparatory A level in any discipline: 

 

hStudents must have the recommendations of their current 

teacher in that discipline, guidance counselor, and the 

department chairperson of the appropriate discipline. 

hStudents must have an average of 90 or above in previous 

courses in that discipline. 

hStudents must have an average of 90 or above in current 

courses in that discipline at the time they select their courses 

for the coming year.  

Any student who withdraws from a course after the 

first month receives a “WP” (withdrawal/pass) or a 

"WF” (withdrawal/fail) on his/her report card. 



 4

hWhere appropriate, students must agree in writing to suc-

cessfully complete lessons or work separating the College 

Preparatory B level curriculum from the College Preparatory 

A level curriculum.  This will vary according to the discipline. 

 

To qualify for advancement from the College Preparatory A 

level to the Honors level in any discipline: 

hStudents must have the recommendation of their current 

teacher(s) in that discipline, guidance counselor, and the 

department chairperson of the appropriate discipline. 

hStudents must have an average of 90 or above in previous 

courses in that discipline. 

hStudents must have an average of 90 or above, at the time 

they select their courses for the coming year, in current cours-

es in that discipline. 

hWhere appropriate, students must agree in writing to suc-

cessfully complete lessons or work separating the College 

Preparatory A level curriculum from the Honors level curricu-

lum.  This will vary according to the discipline. 
 

CRITERIA FOR ADVANCED 

PLACEMENT COURSES 
 

In order to qualify for any Advanced Placement level courses 

in any discipline, students must demonstrate a strong work 

ethic and must receive the recommendations of their guidance 

counselor, their teacher in that discipline and the appropriate 

department chairperson. In addition, students must meet the 

following requirements: 

hA ‘90’ or higher average for all previously completed 

courses in the discipline; 

hA ‘90’ or higher average to date for any course in the disci-

pline in which he/she is currently enrolled;  

hThe PSAT evidence-based reading and writing score, and 

the PSAT math score.  

 

To calculate AP course eligibility, use the following infor-

mation:  

hThe final average of each course taken in that discipline in 

previous years.  

hThe average to date of each course taken in that discipline 

in the current year. 

hTwice the PSAT math and/or evidence-based reading and 

writing scores (divided by 10). For Advanced Placement level 

courses in English or Social Studies, twice the PSAT evi-

dence-based reading and writing score is used. For courses in 

Mathematics, twice the PSAT math score is used. For Ad-

vanced Placement Physics and Chemistry, the PSAT evi-

dence-based reading and writing, and math scores are used.  

 

Add together the required grades and test scores and divide by 

the number of grades and test scores listed.  To meet the min-

imum requirements for Advanced Placement level courses, 

the resulting average must be a ‘75’ or higher.    
 

The formula described above is based on honors-level cours-

es.  If any of the courses used to compute the average were 

College Preparatory A level courses, students should subtract 

10% from the final course average.  If any of the courses used 

to compute the average were Advanced Placement courses, 

students should add 10% to the final course average. 

All students enrolling in Advanced Placement science, math, 

English, and U.S. History will have “summer packets” that 
must be completed before the opening of school. Various 

parts of the summer packets will be due on specific dates 

throughout the summer.  Students missing any of the as-

signed deadlines will automatically be withdrawn from the 

course. 

 

All students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses are 

required to complete the appropriate AP exam issued by the 
College Board.  These exams are administered at the school 

in May.    Failure to complete the appropriate College Board 

AP exams will result in weighting the particular course as 

“Honors,” not “Advanced Placement.”  Colleges will be 

notified if such a change occurs. 

 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Every student must take and pass a minimum of 6.00 credits 

per academic year.  A total of 26 credits are required for 

graduation. The requirements are: 
 

Theology 

1.0 credit in each of four years 

 

4 Credits 
  

English 

1.0 credit in each of four years 

 

4 Credits 
  

Mathematics                         

  1.0 credit in each of four years                  

4 Credits 

  

World Languages 2 Credits 

Two years are required in the same world language.   

Three years are strongly recommended to meet the  

requirements of some colleges. 
  

Social Studies 3 Credits 

1.0 credit in World History 

2.0 credits in U.S.  History 
  

Science 

1.0 credit in Biology 

2.0 credits in electives 

3 Credits 

  

Fine Arts  1 Credit 

0.5 credit in performing arts (music or theater arts) 

0.5 credit in visual arts  
 

Physical Education 1.5 Credits 

0.5 Health, 0.5 PE Activity, 0.5 PE Activity 

Students may elect to earn 0.5 PE credit for participation in 

school sponsored interscholastic sports in two of the three 

following years: freshman, sophomore, or junior. 
  

Elective Courses                    

                    

3.5 Credits 

 
  

Christian Service Project 

A project in both junior and senior years is a graduation 

requirement. 
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COURSE FAILURES 
 
Students must take and pass a minimum of 6.00 credits annu-

ally to qualify for promotion to the next grade. 

 

SUGGESTED FOUR-YEAR 

EDUCATIONAL PLAN 
 
This is a suggested standard design of a four-year educational 

plan, charted for the convenience of the majority of the stu-

dents at Bishop Stang High School.  This plan allows students 

some flexibility while remaining faithful to graduation re-

quirements.   

 

Students may opt to take more than the credits required. 

 

 

A student who fails a course may either attend an approved high 

school summer program or be tutored by a qualified teacher.  

Seniors must make up all failed courses before a diploma is 

granted  

 

Regardless of the grading system used by summer schools and 

tutors, “P” is recorded on a student's permanent record at Bishop 

Stang.  The student receives the credit for successful summer 

school work. 

 

 

 
CANCELLATION OF COURSES 

 
Bishop Stang High School reserves the right to eliminate any 

course offered in this Program of Studies due to insufficient en-

rollment for the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Failed courses must be made up during the summer 

in order for a student to return to Bishop Stang in the 

fall.  Students failing more than two credits for the 

year may not return to Bishop Stang High School. 

 

Grade Twelve 

Theology 4 

English IV 

Mathematics  

Electives (3credits) 

Christian Service Project 

6.00 credits 

 

 

               Grade Eleven 

 Theology 3 

English III 

U.S. History II  

Algebra II 

Electives (1.5 credits) 

Visual Arts 

Christian Service Project 

6.00 credits 

 

Grade Nine 

Theology 1 

English I 

World History 

Algebra I 

Biology 

World Language or Study Skills 

Performing Arts 

Physical Education Activity 

7.00 credits 

    Grade Ten 

Theology 2 

English II 

U.S.  History I 

Geometry 

Science 

World Language II 

Health 

Physical Education Activity 

7.00 Credits 
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BUSINESS AND 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
Business and computer science courses are among those from 
which students may select to satisfy elective requirements.  
Please note that these courses will only run during years 
when course enrollment allows such an offering. 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES IN BUSINESS 

 
BUSINESS 732 

Introduction to Marketing 
Semester course 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course provides an overview of the field of marketing. Topics 
such as market analysis, segmentation, types of consumers, promo-
tion, and distribution of goods are covered. This course is geared 
toward students who want to explore the possibility of marketing or 
business as a college major. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Mathematics/ 
Business Department Chairperson. 

 
BUSINESS 734 

Introduction to Management 
Semester course 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course provides a background on the characteristics, organi-
zations and operations of a business. Topics such as organizing, 
planning, staffing, marketing, decision-making and communica-
tions are explored. This course is geared toward students who 
want to explore the possibility of management or business as a 
college major. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Mathematics/ 
Business Department Chairperson. 

 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 712 

Web Design 
Semester Course 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.5 credit 
Students will be exposed to various elements of web design de-
velopment. Students will learn how to create websites by hand-
coding XHTML, HTML5, CSS and WordPress. The curriculum 
includes topics such as HTML elements, CSS, site structure and 
an introduction to WordPress elements. Students will develop the 
necessary skills to critically evaluate websites, create and main-
tain web pages, and create and manipulate images.  This is a 
hands-on course that is production-driven and self-directed.  Stu-
dents will learn about the elements of web design through demon-
strations, research, discussions, online collaboration, and devel-
opment. 
Requirements 
Students must have maintained an overall cumulative average of 
80 or higher at the College Preparatory A level.  The final deci-
sion for placement rests with the Mathematics/ Business Depart-
ment Chairperson. 

 
 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 702 
Introduction to Computer Science 

 Semester course 
Grade 11, 12 

College Prep A 
0.50 credit 

Introduction to Computer Science is an entry-level course into 
this dynamic field, the art of programming, and computer aided 
design. Topics will include abstraction, algorithms, data struc-
tures, resource management, software engineering, and web 
development. Programming languages taught at the discretion of 
the instructor may include Java, C(+, ++, and/or #), Python, Ja-
vaScript, CSS, and HTML(X). Students will approach problems 
related to biology, cryptography, finance, and gaming. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Preparatory 
A Algebra II.   
 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 703 
Introduction to Computer Science 

Semester course 
Grade 11, 12 

Honors 
0.50 credit 

Introduction to Computer Science is an entry-level course into 
this dynamic field, the art of programming, and computer aided 
design. Topics will include abstraction, algorithms, data struc-
tures, resource management, software engineering, and web de-
velopment. Languages taught at the discretion of the instructor 
may include Java,  C(+, ++, and/or #), Python, JavaScript, CSS, 
and HTML(X). Students will approach problems related to biolo-
gy, cryptography, finance, and gaming. This honors-level class 
will move at an advanced pace requiring numerous independent 
learning assignments. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Algebra II 
with an average of 80 or better.   
 

 

ENGLISH 

DEPARTMENT 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
All students are automatically enrolled in English classes each 
year as part of Bishop Stang's four-year program. English 
electives are offered to juniors and seniors. 
 

ENGLISH 671 
Study Skills Lab 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

The Study Skills Lab reinforces those skills necessary for high 
school success. The lab emphasizes study and testing skills, time 
management, organization, and the application of such skills used 
across the curriculum. Reading and writing skills are strengthened 
through a variety of activities. This lab is taken in place of a 
world language. 
Requirements 
Freshmen enrolled in three or more College Prep B courses are 
automatically enrolled in the Study Skills Lab. 
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ENGLISH 601 
English I 

Full-year course 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course introduces the major literary genres: fiction, non-
fiction, poetry and drama. Study and testing skills are reinforced 
with an emphasis placed on vocabulary, spelling, grammar and 
correct usage.  Information and Digital Literacy is incorporated 
into English I classes.  
Requirements  
Students are placed by recommendation of the English/Fine Arts 
Department Chairperson. 

 
 

 
 

ENGLISH 602 
English I 

Full-year course 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course introduces critical thinking and analytical skills 
through the major literary genres: fiction, non-fiction, poetry and 
drama. This course includes the study of fundamental skills-
grammar, correct usage, vocabulary, writing, and testing.  Infor-
mation and Digital Literacy is incorporated into English I classes.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the English/Fine Arts 
Department Chairperson. 

 
 
 

ENGLISH 603 
English I 

Full-year course 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course provides the student with an in-depth application of 
critical thinking and analytical skills through selected genres of 
literature: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. The course in-
cludes oral and written communication skills, vocabulary, correct 
grammar usage and testing skills. Information and Digital Litera-
cy is incorporated into English I classes.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the English/Fine Arts 
Department Chairperson. 
 

 

 

REQUIRED COURSES FOR SOPHOMORES --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    

 
ENGLISH 611 

English II 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course is a continuation of genre studies as well as a survey 

of selected American authors from the Colonial Period to the 20th  

Century.  Study and testing skills are reinforced with an emphasis 

placed on vocabulary, spelling, grammar and correct usage. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their freshmen English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ENGLISH 612 
English II 

Full-year course 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course is a survey of American authors from the Colonial 
Period to the 20th Century. This course continues to place an 
emphasis on vocabulary, grammar, correct usage, communication 
and testing skills. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their freshmen English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 
 

ENGLISH 613 
English II 

Full-year course 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course is a survey of American Literature. Students are guid-
ed in the analysis of authors' styles, themes, and literary contribu-
tions. The principles of grammar, testing skills, correct usage and 
writing are essential components of this class. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their freshmen English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 
REQUIRED COURSES FOR JUNIORS 

 
ENGLISH 621 

English III 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course is a survey of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon 
Age through the 20th Century. The course continues to reinforce 
grammar, testing skills, correct usage, critical reading and writ-
ing. Oral communication and vocabulary building continue to be 
developed. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their sophomore Eng-
lish teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 
 

 
ENGLISH 622 

English III 
Full-year course 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is a survey of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon 
Age through the 20th Century. Students are encouraged to develop 
their critical thinking, analytical skills, and testing strategies while 
continuing the study of vocabulary, grammar and writing. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their sophomore Eng-
lish teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8

 
ENGLISH 623 

English III 
Full-year course 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is a chronological study of British Literature from the 
Anglo-Saxon Age to the Modern Era. Students are exposed to an 
extensive variety of literary genres and techniques and are 
schooled in methods of interpretation, analysis, and discussion. 
The course also includes the study of grammar, vocabulary, test-
ing and writing skills. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their sophomore Eng-
lish teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 

English 625 

AP English Language and Composition 

Full-year course 

Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 

 

AP English Language and Composition fulfills the requirements 

for English III.  This course will engage students in becoming 

skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts 

and in becoming skilled writers who compose texts for a variety 

of purposes.  As students read a variety of non-fiction genres, 

they will become part of the conversational process, responding 

with their own prose to the ideas of prior generations of writers.   

Both the writing and the reading will help to make students aware 

of the interactions among a writer’s purpose, audience expecta-

tions, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the 

resources of language contribute to the effectiveness in writing. 

 
This course will be organized around sequences of assignments 
devoted to writing particular forms (argumentation, description, 
narration, etc.) or to group readings and writing assignments by 
form, theme, and voice, asking students to identify writers’ strat-
egies and then practice them. Students are required to take the 
College Board Advanced Placement English Language and Com-
position Examination at the completion of this course. 

 
Requirements 
Students must meet the criteria set forth on page 4 in the Program 
of Studies including the successful completion of a summer work 
packet.    
 
 

 

 

REQUIRED COURSES FOR SENIORS 

 
ENGLISH 631 

English IV 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course is a survey of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon 
Age through the 20th Century. The course continues to reinforce 
grammar, testing skills, correct usage, critical reading and writ-
ing. Oral communication and vocabulary building continue to be 
developed. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their junior English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
 
 
 

 
ENGLISH 632 

English IV 
Full-year course 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is a survey of selected literature by world authors. 
This study of literature includes poetry, fiction and drama. The 
course continues to reinforce college-level vocabulary building, 
as well as critical reading and writing skills. 
 Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their junior English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

 
 

ENGLISH 633 
English IV 

Full-year course 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This accelerated course integrates vocabulary, grammar, research, 
and writing with an intensive study of diverse literature by re-
nowned world authors.  This study of literature includes poetry, 
fiction and drama.  The interpretation, analysis and summary of 
materials are major responsibilities of the student. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their junior English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
    ENGLISH 635 

AP English Literature 
Full-year course 

Advanced Placement 
1.00 credit 

This English literature and composition course fulfills the require-
ment of English IV. Students study British and American Literature 
of various periods and genres. Writing assignments focus on the 
critical analysis of the literary works read. Students are required to 
take the College Board Advanced Placement English Literature 
Examination at the completion of this course. 
Requirements 
Students must meet the criteria set forth on page 4 in the Program 
of Studies including the successful completion of a summer work 
packet.    
 

 

 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS 

 
ENGLISH 642 

Writing Process 
Semester course 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course employs a process-oriented approach for the acquisition 
of skills necessary to become a quality writer.  Prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing, publishing and performing will be explored 
through numerous models and exercises.  The course will utilize 
more time in teaching the preliminary parts of the writing process.  
Students will be exposed to both formal and creative writing.  At the 
conclusion of the course, the expectation for the student-writers will 
be to continue developing the tools necessary to remain writers for 
life.  This course is not designed to develop the college essay. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their English teachers 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. Due to limited 
enrollment, the course is open first to seniors and then to juniors.  
Students must be meeting success in the College Prep A English 
program. 
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ENGLISH 643 
Writing Process 
Semester course 

Honors 
0.50 credit 

This course employs a process-oriented approach for the acquisition 
of skills necessary to become a quality writer.  Prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing, publishing and performing will be explored 
through numerous models and exercises.  Students will be exposed 
to various modes of writing, including creative writing.  At the 
course’s conclusion, it is hoped that the student-writers will develop 
the tools and motivation to remain writers for life.  This course is not 
designed to develop the college essay. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their English teachers 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. Due to limited 
enrollment, the course is open first to seniors and then to juniors.  
Students must be meeting success in the Honors English program. 
 

ENGLISH 652 
Communications 
Semester course 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This is a one-semester course to aid students in developing a 
sense of self-confidence in public speaking.  Class assignments 
include topic selection, research and speechwriting.  Listening 
skills and presentation techniques are emphasized. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their current English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

ENGLISH 653 
Communications 
Semester course 

Honors 
0.50 credit 

This is a one-semester course to aid students in developing a 
sense of self-confidence in public speaking. Topic research and 
speechwriting lead to ongoing class presentations.  Both commu-
nication and critical listening skills are practiced during individu-
al and group activities. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their current English 
teachers or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 
 

 

  FINE ARTS 
 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
All students must earn one-half credit in visual arts and one-
half credit in performing arts (music and theater arts) as part of 
their four-year program. Students may choose to participate 
fully in chorus or instrumental ensemble throughout their four 
years at Bishop Stang. Students are encouraged to select more 
than the minimum requirement in these areas of study.  
Special Equipment and Materials 
There is a materials charge for visual arts courses.  
 
ELECTIVE COURSES IN THEATER ARTS 

 
THEATER 806 

Theater Arts 
Semester course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course is designed to provide students with a learning expe-
rience directed toward an awareness of the theater. This course 
includes a survey of theater history, improvisational exercises, 
monologue work, and scene studies. Students learn acting and 
directing skills while studying all aspects of play production.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the teacher or the 
English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES IN MUSIC 

 
MUSIC 865 

Advanced Musicianship 
Semester course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is designed for those students who have backgrounds in 
music. Through further study of music theory and composition, 
students enhance and refine their own musicality. 
Requirements 
Students must demonstrate an ability to read musical notation and 
must have the recommendation of the music teacher or the Eng-
lish/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
MUSIC 867 

20th Century Music 
Semester course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course is designed for students interested in 20th Century 
music.  It is a survey through the different music genres of the 
20th Century and how music relates to our culture and history. 
The course covers music from the early 1900’s to the present. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
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VOCAL MUSIC 

 
Chorus is designed for any student interested in singing a var-
ied repertoire of music for mixed voices. With the structure of 
the chorus program, students may choose to participate fully 
throughout their four years at Bishop Stang.  
 

         MUSIC 861 
 Chorus I 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This is an introductory course for students who choose to be part 
of the school chorus.  Students are required to participate in all 
scheduled performances during and after school.  After-school, 
Saturday or evening rehearsals may be required for performance 
preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

MUSIC 862 
Chorus II 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is for experienced students who have completed Chorus 
I and choose to continue their participation in vocal music.  Students 
are required to participate in all scheduled performances during or 
after school.  After-school, Saturday or evening rehearsals may be 
required for performance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

MUSIC 863 
Chorus III 

Grades 11, 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is offered to advanced singers who have completed 
both Chorus I and Chorus II.  Students are required to participate 
in all scheduled performances during and after school.  After-
school, Saturday or evening rehearsals may be required for per-
formance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

         MUSIC 864 
Chorus IV 

Grade 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is offered to serious vocal musicians who have com-
pleted Chorus I, Chorus II and Chorus III.  Students are required 
to participate in all scheduled performances during and after 
school.  After-school, Saturday or evening rehearsals may be re-
quired for performance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are place by the recommendation of the music teacher or the 

English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC     

 
Instrumental Ensemble is open to all students who play musi-
cal instruments.  Other than a few select instruments provided 
by the school, students must furnish their own instruments. 
With the program, students may choose to participate fully 
throughout their four years at Bishop Stang.  
Please note: Additional performances and concerts by the 
Concert Band, Jazz Band, Pep Band, Rock Band, Strings and 
other smaller ensembles are a requirement of all Instrumental 
Ensemble classes (881, 882, 883, 884).  
 

MUSIC 881 
Instrumental Ensemble I 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This introductory level course is for students who choose to play 
in the ensemble at Bishop Stang.  This course involves small and 
large group work leading to required scheduled performances 
during and after school.  After-school, Saturday or evening re-
hearsals may be required for performance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are expected to have a basic knowledge of reading music 
notation and prior playing experience.  Students are placed by the 
recommendation of the music teacher or the English/Fine Arts 
Department Chairperson.  Students are required to audition for 
ensemble to demonstrate proficiency and/or to meet the ensem-
ble’s instrumental needs. 
 

 MUSIC 882 
Instrumental Ensemble II 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is for experienced students who have successfully 
completed Instrumental Ensemble I and choose to continue play-
ing in the group.  This course involves small and large group 
work leading to required scheduled performances during and after 
school.  After-school, Saturday or evening rehearsals may be re-
quired for performance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson.    Students are 
required to audition for ensemble to demonstrate proficiency 
and/or to meet the ensemble’s instrumental needs. 
 
                                                                                     MUSIC 883 

Instrumental Ensemble III 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
0.50 credit 

This course is designed for advanced players who have successfully 
completed Instrumental Ensemble I and II. This course involves 
small and large group work leading to required scheduled perfor-
mances during and after school.  After-school, Saturday or even-
ing rehearsals may be required for performance preparation. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson.    Students are 
required to audition for ensemble to demonstrate proficiency 
and/or to meet the ensemble’s instrumental needs. 
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MUSIC 884 
Instrumental Ensemble IV 

Grade 12 
Honors 

0.50 credit 
This course is for the serious instrumentalist who has successful-
ly completed Instrumental Ensemble I, II, and III.  This course 
involves small and large group work leading to required sched-
uled performances during and after school.  After-school, Satur-
day or evening rehearsals may be required for performance prep-
aration. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the music teacher 
or the English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson.  Students are 
required to audition for ensemble to demonstrate proficiency 
and/or to meet the ensemble’s instrumental needs. 
 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES IN THE VISUAL ARTS ________________ 

 
ARTS 800 

Foundations of Art 
Semester Course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This introductory course helps students develop fundamental 
techniques, skills and historical knowledge of the visual arts. This 
course explores a wide range of media and artistic concepts, while 
honing critical and creative thinking. Students learn about the 
artistic process- drafting, planning, refining, critiquing and exhib-
iting- in a stimulating and supportive atmosphere. By the end of 
the course students will be able to independently select and apply 
appropriate media, solve visual problems through trial and error, 
and analyze both professional and peer- produced works of art. 
Successful completion of this course fulfills requirements for 
students who wish to enroll in Honors Art II or Honors Technical 
design. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the art teacher or the 
English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

 
ARTS 805 

  Introduction to Photography and Digital Design 
      Semester course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This is an introductory course in photography and digital design. 
Students will learn how to control the manual settings on their 
digital cameras: aperture, shutter speed, ISO and focus. They also 
explore the technology associated with editing, and storing and 
displaying images. Because this course concentrates on photog-
raphy as a fine art, students also research photography’s history, 
progression and influence on our visual culture.  
Please note: Students enrolled in Photography must provide their 
own digital camera with manual control options, a 16GB memory 
card and photography paper.  
 Requirements 
Students are placed by the recommendation of the art teacher or the 
English/Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 

ARTS 821 
Art II 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is for students who excelled in Foundations of Art 
And who wish to develop further their artistic interests. Curricu-
lum emphasizes acquiring new skills in a variety of media, honing 
a critical approach to the analysis of visual culture, and refining 
fundamental techniques. This course begins the portfolio prepara-
tion process for student-artists and is strongly recommended for 
students wishing to pursue the study of any visual art after gradu-
ation. As this is an honors-level course, students should expect to 
devote extensive time and effort to challenging projects and 
homework. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Foundations of Art  
and have the recommendation of the art teacher or the English/ 
Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
 

ARTS 822 
Art III 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

Art III is for serious art students who excelled in Honors Art II 
and seek to project their artistic voices through their favorite 
techniques and media. This is an advanced course that emphasiz-
es personal portfolio refinement and artistic growth through the 
rigorous analysis of peer and professional work. Students expand 
core techniques, create their own plans for artistic exploration, 
and accelerate conceptual thinking skills.  
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Art II and have the 
recommendation of the art teacher or the English/Fine Arts  
Department Chairperson. 

 
ARTS 816 

Technical Drawing and Design 
Full-year course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This full-year course is designed for students who are interested 

in developing technical drawing/drafting techniques and skills, in 

addition to learning graphic design. Students will be drawing, 

drafting, and creating compute- generated images using Gimp, 

InkScape, Scribus, & Google Sketch-Up. Emphasis is placed on 

accuracy and neatness of drafting and creative production of con-

ceptual prototypes.  In addition, artistic behaviors and techniques 

will be challenged and refined. Students will learn a variety of life 

skills applicable to a career in the applied arts.  
Requirements 

Students must have earned a minimum grade average of 85 or 

higher in all previous College Prep A math courses. Students are 

placed by the recommendation of the art teacher or the English/ 

Fine Arts Department Chairperson. 
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MATHEMATICS 

DEPARTMENT 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
Bishop Stang High School requires all students to complete 
four years in mathematics. The incrementally structured math 
curriculum offered at Bishop Stang advances students through 
an engaging program that strengthens both mathematical and 
mathematical reasoning skills. The curriculum is structured 
such that it requires mastery of the concepts of one course for 
success in the subsequent courses. The philosophy of this 
mathematics program is based on the belief that by developing 
strong reasoning habits and problem-solving skills students 
will meet the future’s technological challenges with great suc-
cess. 
 
 

MATH 310 
Algebra I 

Full-year course 
Grade 9 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course stresses the foundation of algebraic concepts includ-
ing the use of fractions, decimals, mixed numbers and percent-
ages.  The course integrates these skills in the mastery of solving 
word problems.  
Requirements  
Students are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 
 

MATH 311 
Algebra I 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course stresses signed number operations, integer exponents, 
scientific notation and systems of two linear equations with two 
unknowns. Mastery of these skills leads towards polynomial equa-
tions, factoring, and radical expressions. Material for future science 
courses such as chemistry and physics is incorporated through les-
sons in word problems, data analysis and probability.   
Requirements  
Students are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 

 
MATH 312 

Algebra I 
Full-year course 

Grade 9 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This is an accelerated course covering topics such as signed num-
bers, two linear equations with two unknowns and the graphing of 
these functions. Students are introduced to exponential, polyno-
mial, quadratic, radical, and rational functions. Students must 
have a strong math background to succeed in this course. 
Requirements  
Students are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 

 

MATH 325 
Geometry 

Full-year course 
Grade 10 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course stresses the foundation of geometric concepts includ-
ing the formulation of basic proofs and the use of reasoning skills 
to defend various conjectures. With the understanding of basic 
geometric rules, students will evaluate the behavior of lines, tri-
angles, and various other polygons.    
Requirements  
Students must have completed College Preparatory B Algebra I or 
are placed by recommendation of the Mathematics Department 
Chairperson. 
 

MATH 326 
Geometry 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course stresses the geometric concepts extending from the 
formulation of basic proofs and the use of reasoning skills to de-
fend various conjectures. With the understanding of basic geo-
metric rules, students will evaluate the behavior of lines and pol-
ygons, points of similarity, and basic trigonometric problems.   
Requirements  
Students must have completed College Preparatory A Algebra I 
with an average of 75 or better, or are placed by recommendation 
of the Mathematics Department Chairperson. 

 
MATH 327 

Geometry 
Full-year course 

Grade 9, 10 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course is an advanced approach to geometry designed to 
review the foundational skills of geometry which will then be 
used to formulate proofs and conjectures. These reasoning skills 
will then be applied to linear and polygonal geometry and an in-
troduction of trigonometry.  
Requirements  
Students must have completed Honors Algebra 1 with an average 
of 80 or better, or are placed by recommendation of the Mathe-
matics Department Chairperson. 

 
MATH 335 

Algebra II Part 1 
Full-year course 

Grade 11 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course stresses advanced algebraic concepts and their ap-
plications. In addition to a foundational review, students will be 
exposed to linear systems and functions containing polynomials, 
radicals, and complex fractions.  Students will be asked to eval-
uate such problems in the context of real-world data and scenar-
ios.    
Requirements  
Students who have successfully completed College Prep B  
Geometry are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 
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MATH 336 
Algebra II 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course stresses advanced algebraic concepts as an extension 
of the coursework completed during Algebra 1 and framed by the 
addition of coordinate geometry skills practiced in the Geometry 
class. Topics covered will include polynomial, radical, rational, 
exponential, and logarithmic functions, as well as, quadratic rela-
tionships seen in conic sections. The year will conclude by bridg-
ing geometric and algebraic concepts in an introduction to trigo-
nometry.  
Requirements  
Students who have earned a minimum grade of 75 in College 
Prep A Geometry or have successfully completed a similar sum-
mer school program are placed by recommendation of the Math-
ematics/Business Department Chairperson. 
 
 

MATH 337 
Algebra II 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is an accelerated approach advanced algebraic con-
cepts as an extension of the coursework completed during Alge-
bra 1 and framed by the addition of coordinate geometry skills 
practiced in the Geometry class. Students who select this course 
will be expected to have a strong understanding of the Algebra 1 
and Geometry content. Topics covered will include polynomial, 
radical, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions, as well 
as, quadratic relationships seen in conic sections, sequences and 
series, and matrices. The year will conclude by bridging geomet-
ric and algebraic concepts in an introduction to trigonometry.  
Requirements  
Students who have earned a minimum grade of 80 in Honors Ge-
ometry or have successfully completed a similar summer school 
program are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 
 

Elective Courses in Mathematics  

 
 

MATH 361 
Algebra II Part 2 
Full-year course 

Grade 12 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course is an extension of the College Prep B Algebra II class 
where students study polynomial behavior, function modeling, 
radical and rational functions, exponential functions, sequences, 
series, and probability.  
Requirements  
Students who have successfully completed College Prep B Alge-
bra II are placed by recommendation of the Mathemat-
ics/Business Department Chairperson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MATH 364 
Precalculus 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This class is an extension of the College Prep. A Algebra II class 
whereby students master the understanding of functions, polyno-
mial behavior, exponential functions, and logarithmic func-
tions/models. Students are then exposed to more advanced trigo-
nometric properties and their applications in STEM fields.  
Requirements  
Students who have successfully completed College Prep A Alge-
bra II with an average of 75 or better are placed by recommenda-
tion of the Mathematics/Business Department Chairperson 

 
MATH 363 
Precalculus 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course is a fast-paced study of advanced algebraic concepts, 
trigonometry, and their subsequent applications in calculus. Top-
ics covered in the this class include: modeling polynomials, ana-
lytic trigonometry, conic sections, parametric equations, sequenc-
es and series, limits, and an introduction to derivatives.  
Requirements  
Students who have successfully completed Honors Algebra II 
with an average of 80 or better are placed by recommendation of 
the Mathematics/Business Department Chairperson. 
 

MATH 343 
Honors Calculus 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course provides a rigorous introduction to calculus including 
limits, derivatives, applications of derivatives, differentials, Rie-
mann Sums, integrals, and applications of integrals. A graphing 
calculator is required for this course (TI-84plus is recommended). 
Requirements 
Students must successfully complete Honors Precalculus with a 
minimum of a 75 average, and have the recommendation of their 
present teacher. NOTE: This course will only run during years 
when course enrollment allows such an offering. 
 

MATH 345 
AP Calculus AB 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This course begins with a review of the topics covered in the In-
termediate Calculus course. It continues with all the topics listed 
in the College Board Advanced Placement A/B syllabus.  Stu-
dents are required to take the College Board Advanced Placement 
Calculus A/B Examination.  A graphing calculator is required for 
this course. (TI-84plus is recommended) 
Requirements  
Students must maintain an 85 or better average in Honors 
Precalculus, and should have minimum of a 600 on their mathe-
matics PSAT. Students must also meet the criteria set forth on 
page 4 of the Program of Studies including the successful com-
pletion of a summer work packet. 
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MATH 346 

AP Calculus BC 
Full-year course 

Grades 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This course completes all the topics provided in the College 
Board Advanced Placement Calculus BC syllabus and intention-
ally models a second semester of college calculus. Students are 
required to take the College Board Advanced Placement Calculus 
BC Examination. A graphing calculator is required for this 
course. (TI-84 plus is recommended) 
Requirements 
Students must successfully complete the AP Calculus AB course 
with an average of 80 or better. Students must also meet the 
criteria set forth on page 4 of the Program of Studies including 
the successful completion of a summer work packet. 

 
MATH 350 

Introduction to Statistics 
Full-year course 

Grade 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This is a non-sequential math course designed for students who 
intend to enter careers such as education, political science, psy-
chology, business or sociology. The course investigates normal 
distributions, standard deviation, sampling techniques, analyses of 
data, and basic probability. 
Requirements  
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Alge-
bra II with a 75 or better, or Honors Algebra II.  This fourth-year 
math course is an elective open only to juniors and seniors and 
does not fulfill the current four-credit math requirement. 

 
MATH 352 

 AP Statistics 
Full-year course 

Grade 11, 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This is a non-sequential math course designed for students who 
intend to enter careers such as education, political science, psy-
chology, business, engineering, or sociology. This course com-
pletes all the topics provided in the College Board Advanced 
Placement Statistics syllabus and intentionally models a semester 
of college statistics. Students are required to take the College 
Board Advanced Placement Statistics examination. A graphing 
calculator is required for this course. (TI-84 plus is recommend-
ed) 
Requirements  
Students must have completed Honors Precalculus with a mini-
mum grade of an 80 OR have completed Honors Algebra 2 with a 
minimum of an 80 and be presently enrolled in Honors Precalcu-
lus. In cases where a student has completed Honors Precalculus, 
this course does fulfill the 4-year mathematics requirement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note on Advancement in Mathematics: 

Students who wish to advance a level or a course in Mathe-

matics may do so between each academic year provided they 

meet the following criteria: 

1.) The recommendation of their present teacher; 

2.) A 90 or better average in their present class; 

3.) The approval of the Mathematics Department 

Chairperson. 

To apply for advancement students should consult with their 

teacher, guidance counselor, and the department chairperson 

prior to February 1st. The advancement work can be completed 

with an independent tutor, teacher, or an online course provid-

ed by the department chair. Students working with a tutor or 

teacher will be required to pass a competency test at the end of 

the summer.  Students with an average below a 90 will not be 

considered for advancement for that academic year, but may 

reapply in subsequent years. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
All Bishop Stang students are required to take physical educa-
tion as part of their four-year program. All sophomores are 
required to take Physical Education/Health Program. All 
freshmen, sophomores and juniors may complete their physical 
education requirements in one of two ways: participation in 
either (1) a Physical Education/Activity class or (2) as a mem-
ber of the cheerleader squad, the weightlifting program or any 
Bishop Stang interscholastic sports team. Students must select 
one of these two options at the time they make their other course 
selections. 
Special Equipment and Materials 
No special equipment or materials charges are required for 
the Health Program or the Class Activity courses. Students, 
however, must purchase gym uniforms. Sports teams may re-
quire deposits on or the purchase of special equipment. Team 
coaches will provide students with such information at official 
team sign-ups or try-outs. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 957 
Health Program 
Semester course 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
The Health Program is required for all sophomores. It covers 
current health issues such as building self-esteem, nutrition, dis-
ease, substance abuse and human sexuality. It also includes the 
moral aspects of each topic. 
Requirements 
All sophomores are automatically enrolled in this course. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 958 
Class Activity 

Semester course 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
Physical education class is designed to improve cardiovascular 
endurance, strength, coordination and flexibility through active 
participation in a variety of class activities. Students are taught 
the skills necessary to participate fully in each activity. 
Requirements 
This course is open to all freshmen, sophomores, and juniors. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 959 

Team Sports 
Semester Course 

College Prep A 
0.50 credit 

Participation in a Bishop Stang team sport fulfills the physical 
education activity requirement, subject to the following re-
strictions.  
Requirements 
h Students must submit applications for this course at the time 
they make their other course selections. 
h Students must complete the entire season as a bona fide team 
player (team managers do not earn credit). 
h Athletes injured during the season may receive credit at the dis-
cretion of the team's coach and the Athletic Director, provided that 
the athlete continues to attend all practices and games.  
h All athletes must have physical exams and MIAA physical 
examination forms on file with the Athletic Director.  
h The Athletic Director, in dialogue with the team coaches, will 
issue pass/fail grades at the end of the Fall, Winter and Spring 
sports seasons.  
h Physical education requirements must be completed by the end 
of student's junior year.  
h A maximum of 0.50 credit can be earned in any one academic 
year, regardless of the number of sports students elect to play. 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
Biology is a required course. In addition, college-bound stu-
dents are advised to have chemistry and physics courses on 
their transcripts.  
Special Equipment and Materials 
There are materials charges for all science courses except 
Bioethics. 
 
REQUIRED COURSE FOR FRESHMEN 

 
SCIENCE 101 

Biology 
Full-year course 

Grade 9 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course provides an initial understanding of the major fields 

of biology. Beginning with the scientific method, the course 

moves on to include cell structure and function and the chemical 

and biochemical reactions necessary for cell life. An introduction 

to genetics and human physiology are also covered. Regular la-

boratory sessions are held in conjunction with current class top-

ics. 
Requirements  
Students are placed by recommendation of the Science 
Department Chairperson. 

 
SCIENCE 102 

Biology 
Full-year course 

Grade 9 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course emphasizes some of the major concepts of modern 
biology. Beginning with the scientific method, the course moves 
on to include cell structure and function and the chemical and 
biochemical reactions necessary for cell life. Replication and var-
iation of organisms as a result of genetic interaction are covered 
for plants and animals. Regular laboratory sessions are held in 
conjunction with current class topics.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Science 
Department Chairperson. 
 

SCIENCE 103 
Biology 

Full-year course 
Grade 9 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course provides a thorough presentation into the field of 
modern biology with primary concentration on cells, biochemis-
try, genetics, the human organism, human body systems, and the 
production and utilization of energy. The course clarifies, unifies 
and broadens new biological concepts within the framework of 
scientific inquiry and laboratory investigation. This course is rec-
ommended for the student who is interested in a concentrated 
approach toward science. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Science 
Department Chairperson. 
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ELECTIVE COURSES  

 
SCIENCE 112 

Chemistry 
Full year course offered even-numbered years 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course is more demanding than most College Prep B courses 
and is designed for the serious student who truly needs chemistry 
for the future. The course provides an initial understanding of the 
major fields of chemistry. Topics include the mole, atomic theory, 
the periodic table and chemical bonding. Regular laboratory ses-
sions accompany class topics. Laboratory investigations supple-
ment class discussion. 
Requirements 
This course is open to juniors and seniors who have successfully 
completed College Prep B Biology and are recommended by their 
science and math teachers. College Prep A math students who do 
not qualify for College Prep A Chemistry may take College Prep 
B Chemistry with the recommendation of the Science Department 
Chairperson. 
 

SCIENCE 113 
Chemistry 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to give an introduction to basic chemical 
principles to students who are interested in science. Topics in-
cluded in this course are concepts of the mole, atomic theory, the 
periodic table, the metric system, solutions, ionization and chemi-
cal bonding. Much of the course is math based. Class discussion 
is supplemented by laboratory investigations. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Biol-
ogy and College Prep A Geometry (or be concurrently enrolled in 
that math course) and be recommended by their math and science 
teachers. 

SCIENCE 114 
Chemistry 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This is an accelerated course covering all topics of College Prep 
A Chemistry with an emphasis on the molecular interactions and 
the introduction of energy concepts. Class discussion is supple-
mented by laboratory investigations. Inquiry-based laboratory 
activities are part of the curriculum for this course. This course 
is recommended for students considering a career in math or 
science. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Biology and 
Honors Geometry (or be concurrently enrolled in that math 
course) and be recommended by both their math and biology 
teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

SCIENCE 136 
Marine Biology 

Offered odd-numbered years 
Grades 10, 11, 12 
Full-year course  

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

 
This course is a survey of the living and physical aspects of a 
marine environment. The significance of the ocean to the planet 
and humans will be examined through an in-depth study of the 
diversity of marine life. Dissection of marine organisms is an 
integral part of the course. Physical aspects of the ocean are ex-
amined. 
 Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep B Biol-
ogy and be recommended by their science teacher. 

 
 

SCIENCE 132 

Environmental Science 

Offered Even-Numbered Years 

Full-year course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 

Environmental science is the study of the interrelationships of the 

natural world. This course provides students with an initial under-

standing of the major fields of environmental science.  Topics 

such as biodiversity, population ecology, water resources, global 

climate change, sustainability, and energy and energy alternatives 

will be introduced.   This course incorporates extensive laboratory 

work and “hands-on” activities.  

Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep B Biol-

ogy and be recommended by their science teacher. 

 

SCIENCE 133 

Environmental Science 

Full-year course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 

College Preparatory A 

1.00 credit 

Environmental science is the study of the interrelationships of the 

natural world. In this course students will study topics such as: 

biodiversity, population ecology, water resources, global climate 

change, sustainability, and energy and energy alternatives.   This 

course incorporates extensive laboratory work and “hands-on” 

activities.  

Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Biol-

ogy and be recommended by their science teacher. 
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SCIENCE 137 
Environmental Science 

Grades 11, 12 
Honors 

1.0 Credit 
Environmental Science is the study of the interrelationships 
of the natural world. Topics studied in this course include, 
but are not limited to; biodiversity, population ecology, water 
resources, water pollution, global climate change, sustaina-
bility, and energy and energy alternatives. This course incor-
porates extensive lab work and “hands-on” activities.  
Requirements: Students must have successfully completed 
Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry and be recommended 
by their science teacher.  
 

SCIENCE 111 
Anatomy & Physiology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course provides an insight into the structure and function of 
the human body. Class discussion is supplemented by laboratory 
investigations, including mandatory participation in dissections. 
This course is recommended for students interested in health and 
medical fields. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Biol-

ogy and be recommended by their science teacher. 
 

SCIENCE 116 
Anatomy & Physiology 

Full year course  
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course deals with the structure and function of the human 
body. It includes the biochemistry of muscles and nerves. Top-
ics covered are similar to College Prep A Physiology, but it is 
more in-depth approach is taken. Laboratory investigations, 
including mandatory participation in dissections, follow class 
discussions.  Inquiry-based laboratory activities are part of the 
curriculum for this course. This course is recommended for 
students interested in psychology, nursing or related medical 
fields. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Biology and 
College Prep A or Honors Chemistry and be recommended by 
their science teacher. 

     
     SCIENCE 118 

Biochemistry 
Full-year course 

Grade 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed for students who are planning a career in 
the biological sciences or medical fields.  It will introduce stu-
dents to the chemistry of living organisms. Topics will include the 
synthesis and metabolism of proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, be-
ginning organic chemistry, chemistry of water and nucleic acids 
as well as the diseases caused by defects in metabolism. Also 
included in this course will be a look into molecular biology and 
virology. Laboratory investigations will accompany lectures. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Biol-
ogy and College Prep A Chemistry and be recommended by their 
science teacher. 

 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE 119 
Biochemistry 

Full-year course  
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This accelerated course is designed for students who are planning 
a career in the biological sciences or medical fields. It covers the 
same material as College Prep A Biochemistry, but provides a 
more in-depth look at various topics such as organic chemistry, 
chemistry of water and chemistry of biological systems. Labora-
tory investigations accompany lectures. Inquiry-based laboratory 
activities are part of the curriculum for this course. 
 Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Biology and 
Honors Chemistry and be recommended by their science teacher. 

 
 
 

SCIENCE 110 
(AP) Biology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Advanced Placement 
1.00 credit 

This rigorous and challenging course is designed to be the equiva-
lent of a college introductory biology course. Class discussion is 
supplemented by research, laboratory investigation and independ-
ent study. Students are required to take the College Board Ad-
vanced Placement Biology Examination. Inquiry-based laborato-
ry activities are part of the curriculum for this course. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Biology and 
Honors Chemistry, must have a cumulative average of 90 or bet-
ter in science courses already completed and an average of 90 or 
better in the science course they are currently taking. They must 
meet the criteria set forth on page 4 of the Program of Studies 
including the successful completion of a summer work packet.  In 
addition, they must obtain the recommendation of their present 
science teacher. 

 
SCIENCE 115 

(AP) Chemistry 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This course provides a concentrated approach to all aspects of 
inorganic chemistry. Class discussion is supplemented by re-
search, extensive inquiry based laboratory investigations and in-
dependent study. Students are required to take the College Board 
Advanced Placement Chemistry Examination. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Chemistry 
and be concurrently enrolled in Honors Algebra II or higher. They 
must have a cumulative average of 90 or better in science courses 
already completed and an average of 90 or better in the science 
course they are currently taking.  They must have achieved a 
PSAT score or an SAT score of 600 in math and they must meet 
the criteria set forth on Page 4 of the Program of Studies includ-
ing the successful completion of a summer work packet.    In ad-
dition, they must obtain the recommendations of both their math 
and chemistry teachers. 
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SCIENCE 108 
Physics 

Full-year course 
Grade 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course will introduce students to the basic principles of 
physics. Topics covered include kinematics, dynamics, vectors, 
circular motion, universal gravitation, work, energy, momen-
tum, waves, sound, light, electrostatics, and magnetism. Class 
discussion is supplemented by problem solving and laboratory 
investigation. 
Requirements 
Students must have  completed College Prep A Chemistry and 
College Prep A Algebra II, with a grade of 80 or better, and be 
concurrently enrolled in College Prep A Precalculus or higher and 
Trigonometry or higher and be recommended by both their math 
and chemistry teachers. 

 
 

 
SCIENCE 109 

Physics 
Full-year course 

Grade 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This is an accelerated course covering Newtonian mechanics, 
vibrations and waves, sound, light, electricity, magnetism, and 
atomic and nuclear physics. Class discussion is supplemented by 
problem solving and laboratory investigation. This is a heavily 
problem-oriented course which requires a solid mathematical 
base. Inquiry-based laboratory activities are part of the cur-
riculum for this course. 
Requirements 
Students must have completed Honors Chemistry, with a grade of 
80 or better, and be enrolled in Honors Precalculus or higher and 
be recommended by both their math and chemistry teachers. 

 
         SCIENCE 122 

(AP) Physics I 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.0 credit 
 
This course is the equivalent of a first-semester college course in 

algebra-based physics, but it is designed to be taught over a full 

academic year to enable AP students to develop deep understand-

ing of the content and to focus on applying their knowledge 

through inquiry labs.    Topics covered include Newtonian me-

chanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); 

work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound.  It also 

introduces electric circuits.  Class discussion is supplemented by 

problem solving, research work, and laboratory investigation.  .  

The course is designed to prepare students to take the advanced 

placement exam.  Students are required to take the College Board 

Advanced Placement Physics I examination. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Algebra II or 
higher, and be concurrently enrolled in either Honors Precalculus 
or Advanced Placement Calculus. They must have completed 
Honors Chemistry with a grade of 90 or better, must have a cu-
mulative average of 90 or better in science courses already com-
pleted, and an average of 90 or better in the science course they 
are currently taking.  They must have achieved a PSAT score or 
an SAT score of 600 in math.   Students must also meet the crite-
ria set forth on page 4 of the Program of Studies including the 
successful completion of a summer work packet. In addition, they 
must obtain the recommendations of both their math and science 
teachers. 

SCIENCE 123 
(AP) Physics II 

Full-year course 
Grade 12 

Advanced Placement 
1.0 credit 

 
This course is the equivalent of a second-semester college course 
in algebra-based physics, but it is designed to be taught over a full 
academic year to enable AP students to develop deep understand-
ing of the content and to focus on applying their knowledge 
through inquiry labs.  Topics covered include principles of fluids, 
thermodynamics, electricity, magnetism, optics, and topics in 
modern physics.  Class discussion is supplemented by problem 
solving, research work, and laboratory investigation.  The course 
is designed to prepare students to take the advanced placement 
exam.  Students are required to take the College Board Advanced 
Placement Physics II examination. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Precalculus, 
and be concurrently enrolled in Advanced Placement Calculus. 
They must have successfully completed AP Physics I. They must 
have achieved a PSAT score or an SAT score of 600 in math.   
Students must also meet the criteria set forth on page 4 of the 
Program of Studies including the successful completion of a 
summer work packet. In addition, they must obtain the recom-
mendations of both their math and science teachers. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
All students must successfully complete three credits in social 
studies. All freshmen are enrolled in World History. All soph-
omores are enrolled in U.S. History I. All juniors are enrolled 
in U.S. History II. 
 
REQUIRED COURSE FOR FRESHMEN 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 401 

World History 

Full-year Course 

College Prep B 

1.00 credit 

The purpose of World History is to build student’s knowledge of 

past events and how they relate to the modern world.  The course 

of study will focus on the major historical eras of Renaissance 

and Reformation, Colonialism, Absolutism, Enlightenment and 

revolution, Industrialization, and 19th century global patterns.  

Students will think critically and apply classroom knowledge 

through completing quarter projects.  Research skills, analysis of 

primary and secondary sources, use of graphic organizers and 

technology integration will be an essential component of the 

course.  Student study and organizational skills will be reinforced 

throughout the year.         

  SOCIAL STUDIES 402 

World History 

Full-year Course 

College Prep A 

1.00 credit 

The purpose of World History is to build student’s understanding 

of the events that have shaped our modern world.  The course of 

study will focus on the major historical eras of Renaissance, 

Reformation, Colonialism, Absolutism, Enlightenment and revo-

lution, Industrialization, and 19th century global patterns. Students 

will be encouraged to recognize patterns in history and their in-

fluence on the world today.  Students will think critically and 

apply classroom knowledge through completing quarter projects.  

Research skills, analysis of primary and secondary sources, and 

technology integration will be an essential component of the 

course.  Student study and organizational skills will be reinforced 

throughout the year.       
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Social Studies 
Department Chairperson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 403 

World History 

Full-year Course 

Honors 

1.00 credit 

The purpose of World History is to develop a student’s under-

standing of the events of history and how they impact the modern 

world.  The course of study will focus on the major historical eras 

of Renaissance and Reformation, colonialism, absolutism and 

constitutionalism, Enlightenment and the age of revolutions, in-

dustrialization and19th century global patterns.  Students will 

think critically and apply classroom knowledge through complet-

ing quarter projects.  Research skills, analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, and technology integration will be an essential 

component of the course.  In addition to the text, further reading 

will be assigned.    
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Social Studies 
Department Chairperson. 
 

REQUIRED COURSE FOR SOPHOMORES 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 421 

U.S. History I 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course will utilize basic learning skills such as reading, note 
taking and reinforcement of memory skills in providing an under-
standing of American history beginning with the American Revo-
lution and concluding with the Progressive Era. The fundamen-
tals of American government will be discussed and a continuous 
linkage with current significant events will be maintained. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 422  
U.S. History I 

Full-year course 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course provides an understanding of American history with 
emphasis on developing analytical skills. This course will begin 
with the American Revolution and will conclude with the Pro-
gressive Era. The understanding of the emergence of the United 
States as a major political and economic power will be accom-
plished by using the theme of cause and effect. Emphasis will 
also be placed on the structure and interaction of American gov-
ernment and the political process. A continuous linkage with cur-
rent significant events will be maintained. Through completion of 
quarterly projects, students will be exposed to research in order to 
further enhance learning and 21st Century skills.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 423 
U.S. History I 

Full-year course 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This is an accelerated course which deals with the "why" of 
American history. Readings from both primary and secondary 
sources will be included. This course will begin with a unit on 
the American Revolution and concludes with examination of the 
Progressive Era. Emphasis will be placed on analysis of the 
structure and interaction of American government and the polit-
ical process. A continuous linkage with current significant polit-
ical, economic and social events will be maintained. Students 
will be actively involved in discussion, presentation, coopera-
tive learning and research in order to further enhance critical 
thinking, analysis, and decision making skills. Content 
knowledge will be reinforced through quarterly projects. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 
 

REQUIRED COURSE FOR JUNIORS  

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 435 

U.S. History II 
Full-year course 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course will utilize basic learning skills such as reading, note 
taking and reinforcement of memory skills in providing an under-
standing of American history beginning with World War I 
through to the post-Cold War world. Students will learn how the 
American government evolved with each historical period.  Stu-
dents will discover how current events stemmed from past experi-
ences.    
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 436 
U.S. History II 

Full-year course 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course provides an understanding of American history with 
emphasis on developing analytical skills. This course will begin 
with World War I and will conclude with American growth and 
development after the Cold War. The understanding of the emer-
gence of the United States as a major political and economic 
power will be accomplished by using the theme of cause and ef-
fect. Emphasis will also be placed on the structure and interaction 
of American government and the political process. A continuous 
linkage with current significant events will be maintained. 
Through completion of quarterly projects, students will be ex-
posed to research in order to further enhance learning and 21st 
Century skills.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 437 
U.S. History II 

Full-year course 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This is an accelerated course which deals with the "why" of 
American history. Readings from both primary and secondary 
sources will be included. This course will begin with a unit on 
World War I and concludes with examination of the post-Cold 
War world. Emphasis will be placed on analysis of the structure 
and interaction of American government and the political pro-
cess. A continuous linkage with current significant political, 
economic and social events will be maintained. Students will be 
actively involved in discussion, presentation, cooperative learn-
ing and research in order to further enhance critical thinking, 
analysis, and decision making skills. Content knowledge will be 
reinforced through quarterly projects. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their social studies 
teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 
ELECTIVE COURSE FOR JUNIORS  

  
SOCIAL STUDIES 438 

(AP) United States History 
Full-year course 

Grade 11 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed to give students a better understanding of 
political, social, intellectual, economic and historical develop-
ments which have shaped the course of events of American Histo-
ry.  Periods of history which are covered include pre-Columbian 
America to a more detailed linear study of significant historical 
periods concluding with the contemporary world.  Students have 
regularly scheduled examinations and essays.  Students are re-
quired to take the College Board Advanced Placement United 
States History Exam. Juniors placed in this course satisfy the U.S. 
History II credit requirement. 
 
Requirements 
Students must meet the criteria set forth on page 4 of the Program 
of Studies.   
 
ELECTIVE COURSES FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 410 

Contemporary Issues 
Full-year course offered even-numbered years 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course will investigate and discuss social issues of the pre-
sent day. Special attention will be given to pressing news issues 
that affect the world and have the potential to touch students’ 
lives. Students are required to do research and outside reading. A 
weekly magazine will be used to keep students informed of world 
issues. Local, regional, and national news sources will be used. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 413 
 Psychology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is a general introduction to the major areas of psy-
chology.  Students in this course will not only learn the principles, 
concepts, and theories that constitute the core study of psycholo-
gy, but will also be given the knowledge to better understand 
themselves, their lives and their behaviors.  Students who take 
this course are not eligible for Advanced Placement Psychology. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

 SOCIAL STUDIES 414 
Psychology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course serves as a general introduction to the major areas of 
psychology and will discuss the history of psychology. Students 
in this course will not only learn the principles, concepts, and 
theories that constitute the core study of psychology such as per-
ception, sensation, consciousness, and classical conditioning, but 
will be given the knowledge to better understand themselves, 
their lives and their behaviors.  This course is an in-depth and 
accelerated course requiring additional readings and research 
projects as well as case studies.  This course is recommended for 
students pursuing future study in the field of psychology.  Stu-
dents who take this course are not eligible for Advanced Place-
ment Psychology. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

 SOCIAL STUDIES 412 
(AP) Psychology 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Advanced Placement 

1.00 credit 
This course will explore the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major subfields of psy-
chology.  The course is broken into 16 units which reflect the 
major areas of psychology.  This course is taught at the college 
level.  Students are required to take the College Board Advanced 
Placement Psychology Examination. 
Requirements 
Students must meet the criteria set forth on page 4 of the Program 
of Studies. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 408 
Sociology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This introductory course explores the areas of culture, socializa-
tion, the structure of groups and societies, adolescent issues, devi-
ance and social control, social stratification, and racial and ethnic 
relations. Special attention will be given to understanding other 
cultures using the sociological perspective.   Curricular concepts 
will be discussed in relation to current world events. Students will 
be involved in a variety of assessments including research, video 
and oral presentations, and group projects. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 409 
Sociology 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This is an accelerated, in-depth course covering topics involving 
human relationships in societies. Special emphasis will be given 
to cultural understanding using the sociological perspective, so-
cialization, American social problems, and adolescent issues. 
Other topics include American institutions, minorities, social 
stratification, inequality, and deviance and social control.  Curric-
ular concepts will be discussed in relation to current world events. 
Students will be involved in a variety of assessments including 
research, video and oral presentations, and group projects.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 411 
(AP) Modern Europe 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Advanced Placement 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to give students a better understanding of 
political, social, intellectual, economic and historical develop-
ments which have shaped the course of events of modern Europe-
an history and have related to the development of western civili-
zation.  Periods of history which are covered in more detail in-
clude the Renaissance and Reformation, the Age of Kings, the 
Age of Discovery, 18th and 19th Century revolutions, the 20th 
Century, the world at war, the Cold War, and Europe in the 21st 
Century. Students have regularly scheduled examinations and 
essays.  Students are required to take the College Board Ad-
vanced Placement Modern European History Examination. 
Requirements 
Students must meet the criteria set forth on page 4 of the Program 
of Studies. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 451 
Criminology 

Semester course offered odd-numbered years 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep B 
0.50 credit 

This course will focus on crime in America and the three tradi-
tional elements of the criminal justice system: law enforcement, 
courts, and corrections.   Students will be required to complete 
quarterly projects involving investigative research.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
 
 

   SOCIAL STUDIES 452 
Criminology 

Semester course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
0.50 credit 

Criminology has as its basis the study of social behavior and hu-
man interaction.  This course will focus on crime in America and 
the three traditional elements of the criminal justice system: law 
enforcement, courts, and corrections.  Students will be required to 
work on quarterly projects involving investigative research per-
taining to areas of study. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the previous social 
studies teacher or the Social Studies Department Chairperson. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 461 

Business Law 
Semester course 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep B 

0.50 credit 
This course introduces students to legal issues. Participation in 
class discussion of short case scenarios is an integral part of this 
course. Students use logical thinking skills in discussions on such 
topics as contracts, ethics, and laws concerning business con-
tracts.  This course is designed for students in the College Prep B 
English program. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Social Studies 
Department Chairperson. 
 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 462 

Business Law 
Semester course 

Grades 11, 12 
College Prep A 

0.50 credit 
This course is designed to make students think analytically, eval-
uate critically and defend day-to-day legal situations logically. 
The course covers a wide variety of topics such as court systems, 
laws concerning business ethics, the nature and meaning of con-
tracts, types of contracts, and wills. Participation in class discus-
sions, use of technology for research, and making decisions on 
short case scenarios are integral parts of this course. The course is 
designed for students in English III-College Prep A, English III-
Honors, English IV-College Prep A, and English IV-Honors. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the Social Studies 
Department Chairperson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
It is the goal of the four-year Theology Program to help stu-
dents develop a personal relationship with Christ, a desire to 
emulate Christ, and an appreciation of the Catholic response 
to Christ. In order to accomplish that goal, the following pro-
gram of study is required. 
 
 

REQUIRED COURSE FOR FRESHMEN 

 
THEOLOGY 502 

Theology I 
Full-year course 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

The purpose of this course is to give students a general knowledge 
and appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures. Through their study of the 
Bible they will come to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus 
Christ, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity. They will come to 
understand that Jesus Christ is the ultimate Revelation to us from 
God and in learning about who He is, the students will learn who He 
calls them to be. 
 Requirements 
All freshmen are required to enroll in this course. 

 
 

REQUIRED COURSE FOR SOPHOMORES 

 
THEOLOGY 504 

Theology II 
Full-year  

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that 
God has done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Through this 
course of study, students will learn that for all of eternity, God has 
planned for us to share eternal happiness with Him, which is ac-
complished through the redemption Christ won for us. This course 
will also help the students understand that in and through the 
Church they encounter the same living Jesus Christ. They will be 
introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ 
through the Apostles and is sustained by Him through the Holy 
Spirit. The students will come to know that the Church is the liv-
ing Body of Christ today.  
Requirements 
All sophomores are required to enroll in this course. 
 
 
REQUIRED COURSE FOR JUNIORS 

 
THEOLOGY 505 

Theology III 
Full-year course 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they 
can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through 
the sacraments, and especially through the Eucharist. This course 
will also help students to understand that it is only through Christ 
that they can fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Students 
are to learn the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives 
of Christ’s disciples. 
Requirements 
All juniors are required to enroll in this course. 
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REQUIRED COURSE FOR SENIORS 

THEOLOGY 507 
Theology IV 

Full-year course 
College Prep 

1.0 credit 
This course begins with an exploration of how the Catholic 
Church relates to non-Catholic Christians as well as to other reli-
gions of the world.  After exploring other world religions, stu-
dents will investigate difficult bioethical issues including abor-
tion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, reproductive technology, and 
end of life health care decisions. Finally, this course will encour-
age students to apply their faith to their future decisions by dis-
cerning God’s specific plan for their lives. Through a study of 
Pope Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, students will 
learn what it means to live life for the benefit of others and inves-
tigate the similarities and differences in the four major vocations 
of marriage, single life, holy orders, and consecrated life. 
Requirements 
All seniors are required to enroll in this course. 
 
 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE 

DEPARTMENT 
 
Guidelines for Parents and Students 
All students must complete two years of a world language as 
part of their four-year program at Bishop Stang. College-
bound students are strongly encouraged to consider enrolling 
in a third and/or a fourth year of world language study. 
 

 
FRENCH 202 

French I 
Full-year course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed as an introduction to the French language 
with emphasis on the four skills: listening, oral proficiency, read-
ing and writing. Grammatical concepts and the study of French 
culture are introduced. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 
 

 
 

FRENCH 203 
French I 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to introduce students to the language at 
an accelerated pace. Focus is on four skills: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Reading and oral proficiency are strongly 
emphasized. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 
 

FRENCH 205 
French II 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to develop the language and cultural skills 
introduced in French I. Through emphasis on conversation and 
comprehension, vocabulary is expanded. The study of French 
culture is continued through selected French readings and the 
study of grammar is emphasized. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their French I teacher, 
based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

FRENCH 206 
French II 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course furthers the development of language skills with an in-
depth study of grammar and culture, through composition and read-
ings. Creative projects are required and presentations are designed 
to link the expansion of the four language skills. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their French I teacher. 
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FRENCH 207 
French III 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to continue the development of the four 
language skills, thereby preparing students for college-level 
language study. Vocabulary and conversational skills are en-
hanced through readings and discussions. French culture is fur-
ther explored through classroom activities, individual projects 
and videos.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their French II teacher, 
based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

FRENCH 208 
French III 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to increase students' proficiency in all 
language skills by presentations of reports, compositions and 
conversation. Extensive study of French culture is offered through 
use of readings, films and multi-media resources. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their French II teacher, 
based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

FRENCH 209 
French IV 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course continues the development of conversational skills 
through practical vocabulary, enabling communication in di-
verse situations.  The study of grammar continues   through 
readings, projects and discussions, students develop an appreci-
ation of Francophone countries, their people and the language. 
The study of French film further enhances the appreciation of 
French culture. 
Requirements 
Successful completion of College Prep A French III with an aver-
age of 90 or higher, as well as fulfillment of a summer contract, 
or Honors French III with an average of 85 or higher and approv-
al of the student’s French III teacher and World Language De-
partment Chairperson recommendation, based on academic per-
formance, motivation, and work ethic. 

 
LATIN 241 

Latin I 
Full-year course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course is a basic introduction to Latin. It provides students 
with those skills they would acquire in the study of any other 
world language. Students concentrate on Latin syntax, grammar 
and vocabulary with emphasis on English derivatives. Latin I 
CPA students are expected to translate adapted passages.  Roman 
culture and civilization are also studied. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LATIN 242 
Latin I 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course is a basic introduction to Latin at an accelerated pace. 
It provides students with those skills they would acquire in the 
study of any other world language. Students concentrate on Latin 
syntax, grammar and vocabulary with emphasis on English deriv-
atives. Latin I Honors students are expected to translate adapted 
passages. Roman culture and civilization are also studied. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 
 
 

LATIN 243 
Latin II 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A  
1.00 credit 

In second-year Latin, students will continue their study of Latin 
grammar, covering more complex matters such as degrees of ad-
jectives and adverbs, infinitive, and indirect statement. Students 
will be expected to translate more complex adapted passages. 
Students will also continue to study Roman history and culture. 
RequirementsRequirementsRequirementsRequirements    
Students are placed by recommendation of their Latin I teacher or 
the World Language Department Chairperson, based on academic 
performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

 
LATIN 244 

Latin II 
Full-year course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
In second-year Latin, students will complete their study of Latin 
grammar, covering more complex matters such as participial and 
gerund phrases, the ablative absolute, and the subjunctive. Pas-
sages will come primarily from Julius Caesar's de Bello Gallico. 
Students will also continue to study Roman history and culture. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Latin I teacher or 
the World Language Department Chairperson, based on academic 
performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

LATIN 246 
Latin III 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.0 credit 

This course is designed to build upon students’ foundational un-

derstanding of grammar and syntax as they translate and analyze 

authentic Latin texts. Students will continue to review and 

strengthen their grasp of Latin grammar and vocabulary. The 

students will also explore the literature in its historical, cultural 

and literary context. Selections may be taken from Vergil, Hor-

ace, Cicero, Caesar, Ovid and Catullus.  
Requirements 

Students are placed by recommendation of their Latin II teacher, 

based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
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LATIN 248 
Latin IV 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.0 credit 

This course focuses on reading authentic Latin texts with a concentra-

tion on lyric and epic poetry, and Roman comedy. Selections from 

the works of Vergil, Horace, Martial, Ovid, Catullus, and Plautus will 

be considered in their literary and cultural context. Emphasis is 

placed on literary appreciation and interpretation. 

Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Latin III teacher, 

based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

PORTUGUESE 231 
Portuguese I 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to introduce students to Portuguese cul-
ture and language, with emphasis on the four skills: listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. Grammatical concepts and the 
study of Portuguese culture are introduced. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
PORTUGUESE 232 

Portuguese I 
Full-year course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed to introduce students to the Portuguese 
language at an accelerated pace. Focus is on the four skills: listen-
ing, speaking, reading and writing. Reading and oral proficiency 
will be strongly emphasized. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
PORTUGUESE 235 

Portuguese II 
Full-year course 

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course continues the development of the four language 
skills. The study of grammar is enhanced, and vocabulary is ex-
panded through emphasis on comprehension and conversation. 
Portuguese culture is studied through selected readings and vide-
os. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Portuguese I 
teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PORTUGUESE 236 
Portuguese II 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course continues the development of the four language skills 
with a view to self-expression in the language. The study of 
grammar continues, and reading and writing are expanded 
through supplementary readings and directed compositions. Por-
tuguese culture is explored through various media and independ-
ent research. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Portuguese I 
teacher. 
 

PORTUGUESE 234 
Portuguese III 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to continue the development of the four 
language skills thereby preparing students for college level lan-
guage study. Vocabulary and conversational skills are enhanced 
through readings and discussions. Writing skills are augmented 
through directed compositions. The study of grammatical struc-
tures continues with a view toward facility in verb usage and 
specific structures. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Portuguese II 
teacher, based on academic performance, motivation, and work 
ethic. 
 

 
PORTUGUESE 237 

Portuguese III 
Full-year course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
The objectives of this course are increased proficiency in the four 
skills of language and further preparation for college-level study. 
Writing skills are expanded through directed composition. Vo-
cabulary and grammatical concepts are developed with emphasis 
on increased skills in conversation and comprehension. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Portuguese II 
teacher, based on academic performance, motivation, and work 
ethic. 

 
PORTUGUESE 238 

Portuguese IV 
Full-year course 

Grades 11, 12 
Honors 

1.00 credit 
This course continues the development of conversational skills. 
Selected readings are followed by discussions in Portuguese. Cre-
ative projects and presentations are designed to link the four lan-
guage skills. The study of the culture and civilization of Portu-
guese-speaking countries is continued. Research papers dealing 
with particular facets of Portuguese history, literature and society 
are required. The study of grammar and vocabulary continues. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Por-
tuguese III (with a grade of 90 or higher) or Honors Portuguese 
III   with an average of 85 or higher.  All students must be rec-
ommended by their 3rd year   Portuguese teacher.  Recommenda-
tion is based on academic performance, motivation, and work 
ethic. 
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SPANISH 221 
Spanish I 

Full-year course  
Grades 10, 11, 12 

College Prep B 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to introduce students to Spanish culture 
and language, with emphasis and reinforcement of the four 
basic skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. A limited 
number of grammatical concepts is introduced with emphasis on 
basic skills. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
 

SPANISH 222 
Spanish I 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed as an introduction to the Spanish lan-
guage with emphasis on four skills: listening, oral proficiency, 
reading and writing. Grammatical concepts and the study of 
Spanish culture are introduced. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
SPANISH 223 

Spanish I 
Full-year course 

Honors 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed to introduce students to the language at 
an accelerated pace. Focus is on four skills: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Reading and oral proficiency are strongly 
emphasized. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of the World Language 
Department Chairperson. 

 
SPANISH 224 

Spanish II 
Full-year course  

Grades 10, 11, 12 
College Prep B 

1.00 credit 
This course is designed for students who have completed College 
Prep B Spanish I. Vocabulary is expanded with emphasis on 
comprehension and speaking. The study of Spanish culture is 
integrated in the program. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Spanish I teach-
er, based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 

 
SPANISH 225 

Spanish II 
Full-year course 

Grades 10, 11, 12 
College Prep A 

1.00 credit 
This course continues the development of the four language 
skills. The study of grammar is strengthened and vocabulary is 
expanded through emphasis on conversation and comprehension. 
Hispanic/Spanish culture is studied through selected readings, 
films and multi-media resources. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Spanish I teach-
er, based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 

SPANISH 226 
Spanish II 

Full-year course 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course continues the development of the four language skills 
with a view to self-expression in the language. The study of 
grammar is intensified. Reading and writing are expanded 
through supplementary readings and directed compositions. His-
panic/Spanish culture is explored through various media and in-
dependent research.  
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Spanish I teach-
er, based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 

 
 

SPANISH 227 
Spanish III 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

College Prep A 
1.00 credit 

This course is designed to continue the development of the four 
language skills, thereby preparing students for college-level 
language study. Vocabulary and conversational skills are en-
hanced through readings and discussions. Writing skills are 
augmented through directed compositions. The study of gram-
matical structures continues with a view toward facility with 
specific structures. Students are exposed to a variety of multi-
media presentations. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Spanish II teach-
er, based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
 

 
 

SPANISH 228 
Spanish III 

Full-year course 
Grades 10, 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course places emphasis on facility in conversation, writing 
techniques and grammar usage with a view toward continued 
language study at the university level. Writing skills are expanded 
through projects, presentations and guided compositions. The 
study of Spanish grammar continues including verb usage, idioms 
and specific structures. The study of Hispanic/Spanish literature is 
introduced via selections of literary masterpieces. Students are 
exposed to a variety of multi-media presentations. 
Requirements 
Students are placed by recommendation of their Spanish II teacher, 
based on academic performance, motivation, and work  ethic. 
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SPANISH 229 
Spanish IV 

Full-year course 
Grades 11, 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course continues the development of conversational skills. 
Selected readings are followed by discussions in Spanish. Crea-
tive projects and presentations are designed to link the four lan-
guage skills. The study of the culture and civilization of Spanish-
speaking countries is continued. The extensive study of grammar 
and vocabulary continues as a component of the course. 
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed College Prep A Span-
ish III (with an average of 90 or higher) and fulfill a summer con-
tract or Honors Spanish III (with an average of 85 or higher).  All 
students must also be recommended by their present Spanish 
teacher.  Recommendation is based on academic performance, 
motivation, and work ethic. 
 

SPANISH 259 
Spanish V 

Full-year course 
Grades 12 

Honors 
1.00 credit 

This course focuses on the development of the study of advanced 
language, literature and culture.  Selected readings are used as a 
method of presenting and continuing the extensive study of 
grammar, vocabulary and culture.  Students are asked to integrate 
aural and written information to sharpen their comprehension 
skills in both areas.  Focus is also placed on the students’ ability 
to participate in meaningful conversation in the target language.  
Students demonstrate their abilities in all four language skills 
through creative projects and presentations.   
Requirements 
Students must have successfully completed Honors Spanish IV 
(with an average of 90 or higher). All students must also be rec-
ommended by their present Spanish teacher.  Recommendation is 
based on academic performance, motivation, and work ethic. 
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8 
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