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Helpful Websites: National  
 
American Immigrant Lawyers Association 
www.aila.org 
 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
www.maldef.org 
 
NAFSA: Association of International Educators  
www.nafsa.org 
 
National Council or La Raza 
www.nclr.org 
 
National Immigration Forum 
www.immigrationforum.org 
 
National Immigration Law Center 
www.nilc.org 
 
Salvadorian American Leadership and Educational Fund 
www.saldef.org 
 

 
 

Worksheets  

         Comparing Your School Choices 

          College Checklist  

Frequently Asked Questions  

Ways to Get Involved  

The DREAM Act 

Education Equality 

The Current Law 

Resources 

         All About Loans  

         Other Ways to Pay for School  



In October 2005, 400 immigrant students, teachers, and parents gathered 
on the steps of the grand staircase at the State House to fight for an equal 
right to higher education. The impact of that event inspired us to create and 
organization led by immigrant students. In the spring of 2006, the newly 
formed Student Immigrant Movement (SIM) decided to organize to fight 
the deportation of one of our members, Mario, a Chelsea honor student.  
SIM mobilized hundreds of supporters and earned more than 50 media 
spots to stop Mario's deportation. 

Then in 2008 SIM went through the challenge of losing all of our funding 
and organizational resources. After being a project of MIRA- 
Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition for three years 
SIM was cut. Within one month, we lost funding for our staff, program work 
and office space. With Neighbor to Neighbor as our fiscal sponsor, we rose to 
the challenge, stabilized our organization, and created a strong internal 
leadership structure.

Not only did SIM survive, but we thrived. More than ever Dreamers are 
leading campaigns, strategies, fundraising and playing an important role 
in the national network for the immigrant youth movement. In 2010 SIM 
students “came out” as undocumented during the push for the Dream Act. 
That year thousands of supporters made calls, wrote letters, and took 
action. The bill passed through the house but lost by 5 votes in the Senate. 
This did not stop SIMers. In 2011 we came together again to protect our 
community from Arizona like amendments, by having a 24 hour vigil in 
front of the state house. We won and were able to protect our community. 
Not only that but we stopped the deportation of two fellow “Dreamers” 
Denis and Vinny. 

This surge in boldness has been building for years but recently has pushed 
many boundaries. The youth of this movement are forging a path for the 
immigrant rights narrative. If we keep growing we will not only be able to 
change immigration laws but empower a new generation of leaders.

34       College Guide for Immigrant  Students  

 
More Massachusetts Immigrant Service Providers:  

 
Community Legal Services and Counseling Center 

www.clsaac.org 
617.661.1010  

 
East Boston Ecumenical Community Council 

www.ebecc.org 
617.567.2750 

 
Greater Boston Legal Services 

www.gbls.org 
617.603.1808  

 
International Institute of Boston 

www.iiboston.org 
617.695.9990 

 
Brazilian Immigrant Center

www.braziliancenter.org
 

Irish Immigration Center 
www.iicenter.org 
617.542.7654 x12 

617.783.8001

 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

www.lirs.org 
508.754.1121  

 
Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese Speakers 

www.maps-inc.org 
617.864.7600 

 
Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition 

www.miracoalition.org 
617.350.5480 

 
Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project  

www.pairproject.org 
617.742.9296  

 
Somali Development Center 

www.sdcboston.org 
617.522.0700 

 
 
 

The Student Immigrant Movement        3 

    

Th e S t u d e n t I m m i g r a n t M o v e m e n tTh e S t u d e n t I m m i g r a n t M o v e m e n tTh e S t u d e n t I m m i g r a n t M o v e m e n t   

Our History
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College Access RESOURCES: 

SAT prep courses: 
 
Number 2 Test Prep offers free online test prep. 
www.number2.com 
 
KAPLAN offers free practice tests, check schedule online 
under “Free Events.” 
www.kaplan.com 
 
Princeton Review offers free practice tests and free strategy 
sessions, check schedule online under “Free Events.” 
www.princetonreview.com 
 
SAT Prep Plan is a free online service. 
www.satprepplan.com  

 
College Access Providers:  
 
Teri College Access 
www.tericollegeaccess.org 
 
Bottom Line is a free  Boston-based counseling service to 
help with the college application process. St
for this service.

udents must apply  

www.bottomline.org 
 
Massachusetts Immigrant Service Providers: 
 
Catholic Charities of Boston 
www.ccab.org 
617.629.2246 
 
Cento Latino de Chelsea 
www.centrolatino.org 
617.884.3238 
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Providing college access is an essential part of the work that SIM 
does. The work we do is not to put students in college, but to provide 

the tools for student to get there and for them to build their 
leadership. Over the years, we have been able to help many students 

access higher education at institutions like Cornell University, 
Lesley University, Newbury College, Gordon College and Brown 

University among others. Although we have been successful many 
times, we still face many obstacles.

The schools in our communities are not informed about the 
immigration laws and policies regarding students, thus the 
information they are giving out is not completely accurate. 

Undocumented students and Lawfully Present Students are being 
charged out of state tuition, which is prohibitively expensive. 

Therefore, many students cannot complete their education, making 
it impossible to build a foundation for their future. 

There are many other barriers, that is why we need to get organized 
and develop a broad understanding of the different aspects of our 

situation, whether it is mentally, financially or legally (immigration 
status). We also need to comprehend how the public higher 

education system works in Massachusetts, why certain policies and 
laws are in place, and how to work together to change them.

Being a member of SIM offers many benefits, including acquiring 
information about which schools are accepting immigrant students 

and what have been the procedures that have been followed by those 
students.

Be sure to take a look through this booklet, as we try to answer any 
questions you may have about applying to college. Feel free to call us 

too! We would love to answer your questions in person, or just sit 
down to hear your story. We know you have one! 

Be sure to check us out  
or call us at our General Phone .

www.simforus.com
617-830-1813
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GET INVO VL ED! 

GET INVO VL ED! 

GET INVO VL ED!  
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First Rule:First Rule:
  

THERE ISTHERE IS
NO LAWNO LAW

THAT PREVENTSTHAT PREVENTS
IMMIGRANT STUDENTSIMMIGRANT STUDENTS

FROM GOINGFROM GOING
TO COLLEGE!TO COLLEGE!
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Tackling the College Application

 
S t e p 1 : Y o u c a n A p p l y t o A N Y s c h o o l !

 
 

Create a list of schools you are interested in— think about what you 
want from the college: Public or private? Small or large? Big city or 
small town? Fill out the comparison chart on page 14.

 
Talk to a guidance counselor to figure out which schools are right
for you, based on your grades. 

Write down all of the school’s deadlines on a calendar— when is 
the application due? How many essays will you need to write? Does 
the college require SATs and/or SAT IIs? How many recommenda-
tions will you need? Fill out the checklist on page 16. 

Send things in earlier rather than later! 
 

 S t e p 2 : T h e S A T s 

 

Check out www.collegeboard.com/sat for dates the test is offered.
Try out their practice questions, and check out their helpful tips.  

Fee waivers are available! Talk to you guidance counselor. 

Many  high schools offer free SAT prep courses— look into this op-
portunity to prepare! 

When filling out the application, leave the box (or bubbles) that 
asks for you SSN empty.  

Remember, admissions officers look at your whole ap-
plication, not just test scores, so don’t worry! You have 
plenty to offer!   

S t e p 3 : T h e E s s a y  

The college essay is great opportunity to share what makes you special 
with the admissions committee. Really put some time into it! 
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In-State Tuition for Massachusetts Public Colleges and  
Universities: 

 The Board of Higher Education allows those students with lawful 
status and/or those in the process of attaining legal status to qual-
ify for in-state tuition rates at all public colleges and universities.  

 
Examples of these statuses include: 

Application for adjustment of status (I-485) 
Temporary protected status (TPS) 
Work authorization (EAD) 
 

Do not get discouraged if some colleges are unaware of the specific 
policy. Call us and we’ll help explain everything to admissions! 

 
If you do not have proof of status or proof that you are in the proc-
ess of applying for such status, you cannot qualify for in-state tui-
tion.  

 
Private schools do not differentiate between in-state and 
out-of-state tuition.  

Applying for college as an undocumented immigrant was

a lmost like seeking an exit in a maze, blindfolded. It was a

process where I was uncerta in most of the way, from the day I

applied, to the day I received my acceptance letters, to the

day I stepped into college and started classes. Luckily,

however, everything worked out in the end, and I owe much

to my family, friends and SIM , who helped me through this

difficult process. I think it is very important to keep in mind

that a lthough we end up going different ways, we are all on

this road together, and we should continue to rema in

together, united, trying to change the current situation.

-Hugo, SIM member

What should you write about? If you want to write about being 
an immigrant, you can write about being undocumented. Many 
students have found it easier to be open about their status to the 
admissions officers. It is up to you on what you write about. Be 
yourself and do not let anyone make you feel ashamed about your 
story. 

The official memo can be found here: 
http://www.masslegalservices.org/immigration



30       College Guide for Immigrant  Students  

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 

 No college can deny your accep-
tance because of your immigra-

tion status. However, public 
universities may deny undocu-

mented students in-state tuition 
rates. 

 
 
 

Primary and Secondary School:  
 

In 1982, the Supreme Court ruled in Plyler v. Doe , 457 U.S. 202, 
that public schools were prohibited from denying immigrant stu-
dents access to a public education. The Court stated that undocu-
mented children have the same right to a free public education as 
U.S. citizens and permanent residents. Undocumented immigrant 
students are obligated, as are all other students, to attend school 
until they reach the age mandated by state law.  

Postsecondary Education:   

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
(IIRIRA) of 1996 discouraged colleges from granting in-state tui-
tion fees to undocumented students, because this would mean they 
would be paying less than US citizens from other states. Section 
505 of IIRIRA states, “An alien who is not lawfully present in the 
United States shall not be eligible on the basis of residence within 
a state…for any postsecondary benefit unless a citizen or national 
of the United States is eligible for such a benefit (in no less of an 
amount, duration, and scope) without regard to whether the citizen 
or national is such a resident.”  

 

In addition, Section 401 of the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA) states that an 
“alien who is not a qualified alien [i.e., not a lawful permanent resi-
dent, or lawfully admitted as a refugee or asylee or alien lawfully 
present in the U.S. under two other laws] is not eligible for any 
public benefit…”  

  
 

THE LAW RIGHT NOW: 
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S t e p 4 : T h e A p p l i c a t i o n 
 
College applications can be expensive, but many schools offer Ap-
plication fee waivers— check with your guidance counselor to 
learn more.  

It’s alright if you don’t know what to major in, you can apply as 
undecided or general studies.  

Leave the space for your Social Security Number blank! 

 

If you have an ITIN, you may put that down.   

Some students choose to write about coming to a new country, 
overcoming the difficulties of adaption to a new culture and of life, and 
learning a new languag. You can write about the difficulties and 
advantages of growing up with two cultures or being undocumented, 
how this has shaped and motivated you and your perspective of life and 
the world, your values and your hope for the future.

Leave the portion that asks about your citizenship and visa status 
blank or check the “other” box.  The school cannot deny you 
admission because you did not provide them with information 
regarding your status!

If you do not have a SSN leave the space for it blank. If you have a 
Social Security card that stats that you are not authorized to work or 
that you are work authorized only with a permit, the SSN is still a 
valid number and can be included. 

IF you get a call or a letter from the school, stating that they can not 
continue with your application until you send them information 
regarding your SSN or immigration, contact the admissions office 
and get the information that they are giving you in writing. Explain 
to the admissions officer that you are an undocumented student and 
ask about the options for moving your application forward. If the 
admissions officer is not receptive to your situation contact us.

IF you fill out the application online and cannot send it because a 
space is blank (e.g. visa/status), mail in a paper application. You can 
do this by requesting, printing out, and completing the paper 
application. Some schools also give an option of printing the 
application you filled out online and sending it in.
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Let’s first go over some terms about financial aid. 
 

 

  

S t e p 5 : P a y i n g f o r C o l l e g e
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Grants:  These tend to be awarded based on financial need (but can 
sometimes be based on academic and extracurricular achievement) and 
do not have to be paid back.

Loans:  Money that is borrowed, usually at a low interest rate to help 
cover the cost of college. This money must be repaid after completion of 
college. Undocumented students are not eligible to obtain loans through 
the federal or state government. However, there are banks and private 
loan companies that might only require a U.S. Citizen or permanent 
resident co-signer. 

Interest Rate: This is the rate at which the bank will charge you for 
borrowing its money.

APR:  The Annual Percentage Rate can be used to compare different 
banks and lenders.

Work-Study:  Some college offer opportunities for students to work at 
on-campus jobs during their time of study to help pay for tuition or 
extra expenses, such as books, housing, transportation etc. This money 
is usually paid directly to the student. Undocumented students are 
ineligible for most work study opportunities; however students with 
Temporary Protective Status are eligible.

“Need based”:  a type of scholarship awarded to those students who 
can demonstrate a need for financial assistance. Undocumented 
students need to work with each school to determine what type of need 
based assistance may be available to them.

“Merit based”:  awarded to those students who have shown 
outstanding achievement in school, extracurricular activities, 
community service or other specific areas (varies greatly depending on 
the scholarship). 

FAFSA:  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid. In order to 
receive federal aid for college you must be a citizen, green card holder, 
legal resident, refugee, or asylum seeker. However, undocumented 
students can still use this profile to prove financial need and apply for 
private aid.

CSS:  Alternative financial aid profile that you can fill out! This form is 
available at www.collegeboard.com
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Same Sa t e , Same R a t e
  

Why?

Currently, students without permanent legal status must pay out-
of-state tuition rates, which tend to be three to five times the cost 
of in-state tuition. Since many of these students cannot afford to 
pay out-of-state tuition, they are forced to forego college and work 
in low-paying, low-skilled jobs.  

Immigrant students are not asking for a break or a discount, 
merely to pay the same tuition rate as their high school class-
mates. The bill would not provide financial aid, scholarships or 
loans.  

Allowing high achieving students to continue their education is 
good economic policy.  Students currently not attending college 
would generate over a million dollars a year in additional tuition 
revenue. In the long term, college educated students will pay more 
in taxes.  

These students have earned the right to go to college. They are 
high achieving students, have worked hard to excel in school, and 
will

 
accomplish great things if given a chance.  

 

For more information go to www.simforus.com
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YOU WILL NEVER KNOW IF YOU CAN GET A 
SCHOLARSHIP UNLESS YOU TRY! 

The most common option for undocumented students to pay for 
college is ! You should apply to all private 
scholarships for which you meet the eligibility requirements. 
Many scholarships are available for students regardless of their 
immigration status. To find scholarships, check with your local 
library, your high school guidance counselor, community 
resource center, (YMCA, Boy's and Girl's Club etc.), the 
University you were accepted into or Chamber of Commerce for 
a list of businesses that may be awarding local scholarships.

scholarships

Look especially for local scholarships specific to your 
high school, school district, community college, and/or 
the college you are attending. These are less competitive 
and have a better chance of being open to undocumented 
students.

If you are denied a scholarship from a college because of your 
immigration status, don't be discouraged! Many times, schools 
assume that they cannot legally give undocumented students 
any form of aid. Sometimes all it takes is a little explaining of 
what the law is and isn't. Don't hesitate to call us!

Ap p l y i n g f o r  p r i v a t e s c h o l a r s h i p s!

�  

�  

�  

�  

The campaign for education equality would allow students to pay 
the same tuition rate as their peers at state universities, as long as 
they have attended a Massachusetts high school for at least three 

years.

The states that have already enacted similar bills are: New Mexico,
 Texas, Utah California, New York, Illinois, Washington, Kansas, 

Nebraska, Oklahoma, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.
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immigrant children who make up a quarter of America’s high school 

strength of character and hard 

Fact:   The only thing the 
DREAM Act would reward is 

 legal status by: 1) working hard 
gh school (an enormous feat for 

s of higher education or military 

work.  The DREAM Act is not an amnesty.  
Students have to earn

in school, 2) graduating from hi

dropouts), and 3) pursuing two year
service.  This is far from being a handout.  

 
 
 
 
 

Education is not the filling of a bucket,  
but the lighting of a fire. 

-- W. B. Yeats

 
 
 

MYTH: The DREAM
 

Act is an am-

nesty.  
 It w

ould reward
 
people

 

who came here  
illegally.

 

SIM members, leaders, and allies have done research on 
scholarships available for undocumented students. Please 
request the scholarship packet to find a scholarship that 
fits you. Also, do not forget to inform us of a scholarship 
you know about! The more informed we are the better we 

are at helping students.

Terri College Access Scholarship Database:

Mayor Menino's Boston Youth Zone College Guide

Mexicano American Legal Defense and Education Fund

Immigrant Legal Resource Center scholarship database

Fast Web Scholarship Database

Access Granted Resource for Undocumented Students

www.localstudentfunding.org/content/at_a_glance.php

http://www.bostonyouthzone.com/resources/college_guide/schol.
asp

www.maldef.org

http://www.ilrc.org/scholarship.html

www.fastweb.com

http://www.freewebs.com/galvaren/

Scholarship Databases:

  S I MS I MS I M
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Five Common Myths about the DREAM Act 
 
 
 

Fact: The DREAM Act offers 
absolutely NO incentive for un-
documented people to enter the 

country. It provides zero benefit for immi-
grants who are not already here.  In fact, it requires 

students to have come to the U.S. as children and at least 5 
years before the time of enactment.  In addition, there is no evidence 
that the DREAM Act would have any impact on future immigration.  
The current high level of undocumented immigration has occurred 
without the DREAM Act.  Immigrants primarily come to the U.S. for 
jobs, to join family members, or to flee persecution – speculation 
about minor adjustments in immigration law years in the future is 
not a factor for these individuals.  

 
 
 
 

Fact:
  
Just the opposite is true.  

The DREAM Act is a great deal 
for taxpayers.  A 1999 RAND 
study showed that a 30-year-old Mexican

 

immigrant woman who has graduated from college 
will pay $5,300 more in taxes and cost $3,900 less in criminal 
justice and welfare expenses each year than if she had dropped out 
of high school.  This amounts to an annual boost of over $9,000 per 
person every year.  State and local taxpayers are already investing 
in the education of these children in elementary and secondary 
school and deserve to get a return on their investment.

 
 
 
 

 

Fact: The DREAM Act does not 
require states to offer in-state tuition 
to these children.  It simply would 

amend the Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to 

again permit states to determine residency for in-state 
tuition purpose.  It would allow states – and only those that choose 
to exercise this right – to charge the same in-state tuition to qualify-
ing young people that other state residents now pay.   

 

MYTH:  This  bill would provide  

an  incentive for people to  

come  here illegally.  

MYTH: This bill will be an eco

nomic burden and will increase

the 
strain 

on state educational
 

systems. 

MYTH:  The DREAM

 
Act pro-

vides

 
in-state

 
tuition

 
breaks

 

to undocumented students.
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While you’re searching for scholarships…. 

 
 

Watch out for scholarship SCAMS!  
 

Some websites try to suck you in with false information. 
Watch out for the following-- 

 

Scholarships are never guaranteed  
 

You should never have to pay to apply for a scholarship  

 

You should never have to give any information about your credit 
card or bank account  

 

When it says “you can’t find this information anywhere else” or if 
you’re “a finalist” in a competition you never entered.  
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

   

Every year, approximately 65,000 undocumented high school stu-
dents graduate from high school. Many of these students are high 
achieving role-models and community leaders.  

 The DREAM Act would give immigrant students the chance to ap-
ply for permanent legal residency (green card). An extended six-
year conditional legal status would be considered for those youth 
who meet several criteria, including:  

 
• Entry into the United States 
before age 16;  
• Continuous presence in the 
United States for five years 
prior to the bill’s enactment;  
• Receipt of a high school di-
ploma or its equivalent (i.e., a 
GED);  
• Demonstrated good moral 
character.  

 

This conditional status would 
allow those eligible students to 
receive  financial assistance, 
scholarships, and loans, as well 
as the opportunity to be consid-
ered residents for tuition pur-
poses in their home state.   

THE DREAM ACT: 
Development Relief and Education for  

Alien Minors Act.

 

Once enrolled in an accredited college or university  you can apply to 
take out loans from a bank. Some banks require that you be a citizen or 
permanent resident, however, other banks will give loans if you have a 

co-signer, who is a U.S. citizen or permanent resident. 

 

 

 
ALL ABOUT LOANS  

We recommend taking out a loan ONLY if you are 100% sure 
that you and your family can pay it back! Also, try to avoid taking 
out huge loans. It is in your interest to go to a less expensive school and 
avoid having great debt following graduation. You can check with your 

local bank or find and compare private loans online.

www.privatestudentloans.com
or

www.simpletuition.com

Here is an example of what you will find:

Citizens – Trufit Loan
You must have U.S. citizen co-signer in your state of residence.

Must be a Trufit eligible institution
5.29%-9.54% Variable Interest Rate

Students can defer payment until 6 months after graduation, leaving 
school, or when dropped below half time status.

www.citizensbank.com/trufitstudent/loan/
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   JOIN SIM! JOIN SIM! JOIN SIM!    
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 OTHER WAYS TO PAY FOR SCHOOL!

 

 Most people still have to work to pay for the education so students 
should plan ahead while they're still in High School.  Most students 
may continue working while in college: if you decide to obtain 
employment here are some tips:

· Save: be sure to prioritize where your money goes. Open a 
savings account (using a passport or consulate ID card and 
Tax ID Number) and save every penny.

· Create a Job: If there are no jobs available create your own! 
Are you good at painting? Babysitting? Fixing computers? 
Create your own job and market with your family and 
friends.

· Individual Fundraising. Students have found the help and 
support they need form their own communities. Students 
should approach friends and family that are willing to help 
and talk to them about helping organize fundraising events 
such as:

House parties
Car washes
Food / Candy Sales
Yard Sales
Social media fundraising

· Online fundraising. The internet is a powerful tool for 
fundraising. Blogs, social networking sites and personal 
fundraising sites (Chipin.com, GoFundMe.com) help you 
share your story and ask people help you pay for school.

Dear Student,

 

We here at the Student ImmigrantMovement are happy that this 

guide has reached your hands, and though we knowit will not be easy, 

we hope that it will be a resource to you in yourstruggle. We’re proud 

to know we have had a little part in bringing your dreamof going to 

college closer to becoming a reality. SIM was born out of the ideathat 

we, undocumented students, deserve to be treated with dignity and 

respect.Since our founding, we have engaged hundreds of 

undocumented students in thefights for In-State Tuition, for the 

DREAM Act, to stop the deportation of ourfriends, while always 

learning and growing together.

SIM has fought many battles, lostsome, won some, but always, the 

fight carries on. Undocumented studentscontinue working, every day, 

to ensure that our voices and our stories arebeing heard. As students 

who have learned the power that exists in comingtogether and facing 

the challenges we all share with pride and solidarity withone another, 

we recognize the immense potential for change that exists withinYOU. 

We ask that you take the next step with us, and join us in making 

theworld a better place for ourselves, for our families, and for our 

communities.
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Some students have had success with 
the following  schools:   

Georgetown U

Salem State U

Gordon College

Syracuse

Lesley University 

Trinity College 

North Shore Community 
College

Dominican Universitye

Notre Dame University

Hartwick University

NYU

Tufts

Newbury College

Hamilton

Quinnipiac University

 

 

Harvard

Regis College

Brown  

Pine Mannor  
       

Lets work together to add more schools to 
this list!!! 

 
 

“You have to make your college experience
based on your dreams, not on someone

elses’s experience.”

- Jimmy. SIM member

1 Name of School 

2 Location (Is it in a  big city or small town? Close or far from home?  
Do they provide on- campus housing?) 

3 Size (Large or small school?) 

4 Student Body (Is the school co-ed? How Diverse? Politically/culturally ac-
tive? Religiously affiliated? Do the students share my interests?) 

5 Athletics (Is it Division I/II/III? How important are athletics to the school?) 

6 
Clubs and Organizations (Are there fraternities/sororities? What kinds of 
clubs are there that I’m interested in? Music? Theater? Special interest 
groups? Groups for students of color? Are there internship opportunities?)  

7 Majors (Does the school have the program of study I’m interested in? What 
do people say about the programs of study?) 

8 Type of College (4-year or 2 year, technical school or liberal arts college, 
public or private?) 

9 Cost (How much is it? Are there private scholarships available? Are admis-
sions “need-blind”?  

10 Qualifications (what’s the average applicant SAT score? GPA? What is the 
school looking for in its applicants? ) 

11 
Policies (What is their policy toward immigrant students? Is financial aid 
available for all students? In some cases, we may not find out the school’s 
policies until after you apply.) 

12 Diversity (What is the ethnic make-up of the campus? Are there cultural 
groups on campus?) 

13 Support (Are there free counseling services? Career services? Support for 
learning disabilities? Women’s groups, religious groups, etc.?) 

14 

Academics (What is the average class size? Are most classes taught by pro-
fessors or graduate students? Are there discussion groups? Is the program 
rigorous/challenging? Are there evening classes or part time enrollment 
opportunities?) 

     GUIDE TO FINDING  
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Another affordable option is Quincy College. Some of our students have 
been successful in enrolling for two years and transferring out to private 
colleges.
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If calling the school, do I call in regards to my case or with 
general questions? 

 

Keep copies of all the material 
that you send to the school as well 
as the letters that the school sends 

to you.   
 

If they call you, or leave you a voice message, ask 
them for that information in writing. 

 

 Make sure to write down the name and title of 
every college staff person you speak to, as well as how 

that conversation went.
  

   THE PERFECT SCHOOL  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you are in the research stage of the college application 
process, it is OK to calll the admissions office with general 
questions. However remember immigration laws and policies are 
very complicated, and information might not be consistent. Once a 
school has admitted you, we recommend you speak with the 
admissions officer in person to discuss the specifics of your situation.
 
Since immigration is so complicated, you might be transferred and 
put on hold quite a few times before you speak with someone who 
can give you a definite answer. When that does happen, regardless 
of whether the answer is positive or negative, have them send it to 
you in writing!
 
No matter what problems you are having with a specific school, and 
regardless of whether or not that problem is solved, call Student 
Immigrant Movement at 617.830.1813 or email us at 
collegeaccess@simforus.com. It is through your experience that we 
can improve college access for immigrant students.
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Does every college have International Student Scholar-
ships ?  

The school I was accepted to is asking me for a bank state-
ment with the full amount of tuition. I don’t have that kind 
of money, what do I do? 

Can I receive federal financial aid? 

Unfortunately, undocumented students cannot receive financial aid from 
the FAFSA— even if you pay income taxes. You can fill it out (the same 
way that you fill out a college application) but it will be returned to you. 
ONLY citizens, permanent residents, asylum seekers, and  refugees can 
receive federal financial aid.  

If the school wants you to fill out the FAFSA, but you know you are not 
eligible, tell the school, but also tell them you are still interested in receiv-
ing financial aid from them. You can prove that you have need by showing 
them your and/or your parents tax returns and paycheck stubs.  

You can fill out the CSS profile!

 

It depends on the school. Small private schools may not have aid 
available for international /non-permanent residents students, but 
other larger institutions might.

Let the school know that you are not an international student, as you 
have lived here and gone to high school in the U.S. And that you 
would like to receive information about how to apply for financial aid 
from the school. If they give you a hard time, call the Student 
Immigrat Movement at  or email617.830.1813  
collegeaccess@simforus.com

This is extremely hard to do. The college or university in which you 
are accepted will send you the Form I-20. In order to actually get 
the international student visa, you have to go back to your country 
of birth. Please note: If you are over 18, there is a 10 year bar form 
re-entering the U.S. We do not advise students to do this without 
consulting professional legal advice.

How do I get an international student visa (F-1 visa)? 
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School Name  

Step 1: Before you Apply  

 Phone number of Admissions Office/Contact person  

 Deadline of Application  

 Have you created a "college folder" for all your ideas/
questions/information (brochures, applications etc.)?  

 

 
Have you compiled a list of academic/athletic/
personal achievements, honors, clubs/organizations 
you participate in, offices you've held, volunteer/paid 
jobs etc.  

 

 
Web address; Have you explored the website? 

 

 
Have you requested a catalog? 

 

 
Have you talked to a guidance counselor about 
whether the school is “right” for you? 

 

 

Step 2: The Application  
 

 

Have you sent in the application fee?  

Have you downloaded the application?  

Have you sent your high school transcript?  

Have you written the essay?  

Have you taken the PSATs? (include score)  

Have you taken the SATs? (include score)  

Have you taken the required number of SAT II sub-
ject tests? (include scores) 

 

Have you completed the required supplements (e.g. 
supplemental essays) 

 

Have you received recommendations?   

Have you submitted/mailed the application?   

               MY COLLEGE               
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Can I go to a private college if I’m undocumented or don’t 
have my green card yet?  
Yes! There is no law that says undocumented students can’t go to 
college. 

What do I tell the college my situation is? 

Do I say I am not an international student?  

I have lived in the U.S. under another visa, but it has ex-
pired. Am I considered an international student? 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

It is OK to disclose your undocumented status. The school will find 
out sooner or later and it is better to have an open conversation 
with admission staff so that you can get the support you need as a 
an udocumented student.

If accepted into a school you will most likely be categorized as an 
international student. The school might send you a form to apply 
for a student visa, as well as a request for a Declaration of 
Finances Form. This will be an opportunity to clarify with 
admissions that you are not elegible to fill out those documents 
and that you need their help with applying for funding directly 
from the school.

Some schools may classify undocumented students as 
internationals and waive the need for an F-1 visa, since the 
student is already in the country. Other schools might insist that 
you apply for and receive a visa. Furthermore, some schools might 
consider you a “regular” student because all of the documents and 
materials you have sent in have a U.S. Address. What's important 
is that you maintain extensive and close communication with the 
admissions office to determine how you are classified and how you 
can access the pool of the institution's "private money".
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School Name  

Step 3: Following up 

 

 

Did you call to confirm that the school received your 
application?  

Have you had a college interview?  

Did you write thank-you notes to your recommendation 
writers?  

Have you visited the school/taken a campus tour?  

Decision from college (accepted/wait-listed/deferred/
denied) 

 

Step 4: Paying for College 
 

 

Yearly tuition (in-state or out of state tuition?)  

Phone number of Financial Aid office  

Did you complete the FAFSA? (if citizen or legal per-
manent resident) 

 

Did you complete the CSS Profile? (If college requires 
it to determine financial need) 

 

If you are not eligible for the FAFSA, did you tell the 
school this and ask about other scholarships available? 

 

List of scholarships you're eligible for at this school  

Scholarship deadlines  

List of employment opportunities at the school  
 

                 
MY COLLEGE               


