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In what is widely seen as a vote of confi-
dence for the peace process, voters went to 
the polls on Sunday to re-elect Juan Manuel 
Santos to a second term as president of Co-
lombia.
The president-elect won by a decisive 
5-percentage-point margin over his right-
wing opponent Oscar Ivan Zuluaga. 
As polls closed and vote counting began just 
after 4pm on Sunday, it gradually became 
clear that Santos would win the election by 
a large margin, and Colombian media offi-
cially called his re-election just 40 minutes 
into the count.
Santos received a total of 7,816,537 votes, or 
50.95 percent overall. By contrast, Zuluaga 
got 6,904,989 votes, or 45 percent overall, 
while the Voto en Blanco protest vote gar-
nered 619,394 ballots cast, or just over 4 
percent of the total vote. 
Voter turnout for the second round of the 
presidential poll saw an 8 percentage point 
increase, to 48 percent.
Santos told a crowd of cheering supporters 
in his campaign headquarters in Bogota 
that his victory was a clear mandate for 
his administration to forge ahead with the 
peace talks with the FARC in Havana, and 
also enter into a dialogue with the smaller 
ELN rebel group.
But Santos attempted to calm fears that he 
seeks a peace deal at any cost, including im-
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punity for the heinous crimes committed by 
many in the FARC leadership during their 
50-year insurrection against the state.
“The election sends a message not only to 
my government, but to the FARC and the 
ELN: the time for violence has come to 
an end,” he said Sunday evening, adding, 
“There will not be peace with impunity.”
Santos also said the time had come for the 
victims of the half-century-long civil con-
flict to be included in the peace process.
In a gesture to his rival Zuluaga, Santos 
urged his opponents to put aside their dif-
ferences to help build a lasting peace in the 
country.

“I invite (my political opponents) to sup-
port the peace process,” he said. “This is 
not a peace of Juan Manuel Santos, this is a 
peace of everyone, of all of you.”
“We are a country of many different regions 
and we respect others’ differences. We are 
not enemies,” he added.
He also used his victory speech to thank 
members of his political alliance, the so-
called “party of unity,” and rival presidential 
candidate-turned supporter, Clara Lopez. 
Lopez’s public support for the president in 
the second round election brought with it 
a large number of left-wing voters. These 
voters generally do not support Santos, but 
voted for him out of fear that the peace pro-
cess would collapse entirely if Zuluaga were 

to be elected president.
Many analysts believe that Santos will 
return the political favour to Lopez by of-
fering her a seat in his cabinet.
But Sunday’s election was also mired by 
allegations of irregularities, illegal advertis-
ing and vote buying, according to the inde-
pendent election watchdog, the Mission of 
Electoral Observation (MOE).
“On voting day, the MOE received more 
than 197 reports of irregularities and elec-
toral crimes in 22 departments (provinces) 
in the country,” the watchdog group said in 
a statement.
Zuluaga was conciliatory in his concession 
speech. 
“Today is a great day for Latin American 
democracy, in the fight for a good Colom-
bia,” Zuluaga said.
“I don’t have hate in my heart, just infinite 
gratitude for the seven million of you 
(voters),” he added.
But others were not so gracious in defeat. 
Former president Alvaro Uribe, a staunch 
opponent of the peace process, accused 
Santos in front of a few dozen of his sup-
porters of everything from vote buying to 
voter intimidation. 
“In the name of peace, Santos (ran) the most 
corrupt campaign in history, characterized 
by abuse of power, bribery of congressmen, 
offering public money to regional leaders 
for illegal support of the president, vote 
buying,” Uribe charged.
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PEaCE aT laST?
President Juan Manuel Santos elected to second term by large margin, vows to 
build peace and social justice
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ON MAy 31 and June 1, Medellín hosted 
Colombia’s first ever Science Hack Day.
The event was a grass roots science event 
that connected scientists from different dis-
ciplines and gave them 24 hours of ‘friendly 
competition’ to create an innovative proto-
type ‘hack’.
Global Director of the event, Ariel Wald-
man said: “Science Hack Day empowers 
people from a variety of backgrounds to 
explore, participate in and build new ways 
of interacting with and contributing to sci-
ence.”
News software provider, Thomson Reuters 
EndNote teamed up with the Kairos Society 
of Latin America to deliver the event.
The Kairos Society promotes entrepreneur-
ship and innovation among the under 25’s. 
Vanessa Restrepo Schild,  President of the 
charity’s Latin American branch, believes 
the event will have a lasting legacy for Co-
lombia. She told The Bogotá Post: “Our 
local scientific and technological communi-
ty has embraced this Hackathon trend and 
we see it continuing.
“IIt challenges our usual practices and 
shows how easy and fast it can be to develop 
effective prototypes when you have access 
to the right space and collaborative oppor-
tunities,” she stated.
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oNE MIllIoN CHIlD laboURERS

IN TOTAL, some 1,091,000 children – or 
one in 10 – are working as child labourers 
in Colombia, and half of all those who do so 
do not receive any kind of payment, accord-
ing to a National Bureau of Statistics report 
on June 12.
On the same day, another government body, 
the Colombian Institute of Family Welfare 
(ICBF) called attention to the practice as 
part of the United Nations’ International 
Day Against Child Labour.
“Interruption (of children’s) academic 
process and even dropping out of school 
completely are facts that perpetuate pov-

erty and reduce the chances of progress for 
every child, and therefore constitute one of 
the most worrying consequences of child 
labour,” the ICBF said in a statement.
The International Labour Organisation has 
dedicated this year’s Day Against Child 
Labour to strengthening social protection 
and to eradicating the practice. 
In Colombia, the Ministry of Labour, the 
ICBF and the Telefonica Foundation are 
working to eradicate child labour, the ICBF 
statement added.
According to the National Bureau of Statis-
tics, the rate of child labour in the last quar-
ter of 2013 decreased by 0.5 percent to 9.7 
percent from the last quarter of 2012. 
Colombian Labour Minister Juan Carlos 

Cortes told Caracol Radio that while the 
figure has dropped significantly in recent 
years, it is still too high.
“This society is built from childhood and so 
all our children should have the opportuni-
ty and the right to education and social ser-
vices, and are not forced into child labour.”
Another hopeful sign is that 69.7 percent 
of child labourers still receive some kind of 
formal education, but 30.3 percent do not, 
the Bureau’s report showed.
Shops, hotels and restaurants, and manu-
facturing are the three sectors that have the 
largest number of child labourers in major 
Colombian cities, according to the report.
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More than one million Colombian children and minors between the ages of five and 17 are working 
as child labourers, said a recent study

ON SATURDAy evening, just five hours 
after team Colombia won its opening 
World Cup match against Greece, ‘ley seca’ 
or the dry law took effect, banning the sale 
of alcohol anywhere in the country. 
But this did little to prevent drunken and 
deadly quarrels in the streets of Bogota. 
Nine people were killed in the mayhem on 
what should have been a joyous occasion 
on Saturday night.
According to Bogota Mayor Gustavo Petro, 
another 15 people were wounded, and 
extra police had to be called in to attend 
to more than 3,000 fist fights and other 
disputes.
Ley seca, which bans the sale of alcohol 
for a limited period, is common practice 

A COLOMBIAN POLICE strategic 
communications team specialized in 
digital media is preparing to interact 24 
hours a day in real time with Colombian 
citizens traveling to Brazil.
With the aim of providing better support 
to Colombians in Brazil during the 
World Cup, the National Police have sent 
a group of officers with experience in 
crowd management and sporting events.
The Colombian Police will be present in 
different venues where they will delegate 
the matches of Group C and appropri-

lEY SECa: NINE DEaD

in Colombia in the run-up to elections and 
other events such as labour strikes.
But the gaping loophole in the law is that 
it only prohibits the sale – and not the 
consumption – of alcohol, and people who 
wish to drink during that period flock to 
the nearest shop or supermarket to stock 
up on their drink of choice.
This can lead to the opposite of the law’s 
intent; ley seca can actually exacerbate the 
problem and lead to an increase in public 
drunkenness.
Government spokesperson Milton Rengifo 
issued a statement a few days before the 
enforcement of the law, saying that the 
government had tried to strike a balance 
between getting people to stop drinking at 
a reasonable hour and the interests of busi-
nesses and vendors, who were hoping to 
see a rise sales because of the World Cup.

Police were planning to meet on Monday 
to come up with a security plan for Colom-
bia’s next World Cup match, against Ivory 
Coast, on Thursday June 19. It is expected 
that more stringent measures will be put in 
place to keep public order.
But stemming the tide of exuberant fans 
who want to show support for their nation-
al team with a street party is a tall order.
On Saturday, Colombians wasted no time 
taking to social media to criticise the un-
popular dry law. 
One person wrote on Twitter: “Ley Seca 
in Colombia today... you know that’s not 
going to happen.”
Another wrote, “Excuse me Santos and Zu-
luaga, but as Colombia has scored 3 goals, I 
don’t believe much in the Ley Seca today.”

STEvEN GRATTAN &  
ChARlOTTE RYAN

ley seca fails to stop drunken disputes and fistfights as nine people die in Bogota’s streets

PETRo oPENS NEW boTaNICal PRoJECT
Newly re-instated mayor makes a surprise appearance at inauguration 
AzzAM AlKADhi

BOGOTA MAyOR Gustavo Petro vis-
ited the Botanical Gardens on June 6 to 
witness the opening of a new project, the 
Ruta del Agua.
The new initiative, which aims to educate 
young Bogotanos about the importance 
of protecting and respecting water, was 
officially opened when Mr Petro released 
the water flow. 
The route, which includes interactive 
signs in Spanish, English and Braille, is 
made up of streams, water features, wa-
terfalls and several varieties of flora.
Petro was not initially expected to make 
an appearance, but the start of the pres-
entation was delayed by ten minutes 
before the recently-reinstated mayor 
walked through the doors at the rear of 
the auditorium.
The director of the Botanical Gardens, 
Luis Olmedo Martinez, introduced the 
project, highlighting the importance of 
the relationship between man, water and 
nature, as well as warning against the 
abuse of water’s natural cycle. Directing 
his comment to the mayor, Mr Martinez 
claimed, “all successful big cities have 
something in common - support for the 
environment.”
Petro then paid tribute to the work done 
by those at the Botanical Gardens, claim-
ing that it was a “different institution” 
to that of a few years ago when, he said, 

corruption was rife. He hailed the gar-
dens, and especially the new project, as a 
“stronghold for the fight against climate 
change”.
His speech was followed by a walk around 
the new section of the gardens, which of-
fered the mayor several photo opportu-
nities with groups of schoolchildren and 
excited passers-by.
The gardens, which include the world’s 
only ex situ paramo and a tropical zone 
which is still an under-construction, 
have received in excess of $90 million 
COP worth of investment. Next year, in 
celebration of their 60th anniversary, a 

number of social projects will be put in 
place, with work already being done in 
358 schools as well as hospitals. In ad-
dition, Plan 60 will aim to showcase 60 
artistic and cultural works that hope to 
transform the city.
 It is expected that the Ruta del Agua will 
add to the work already being done to 
create a greater understanding of the im-
portance of effectively organising the use 
of water and natural resources.
Mayor Petro rounded off his speech with 
a stark warning: “short-term greed will 
lead to all of our deaths in the long-term. 
Without water, there is no life”.

THE COLOMBIAN ARMy announced on 
Saturday they had killed a top FARC boss 
in the northwest of the country. However 
on Sunday – the day of the election – it 
was revealed they had actually killed Oscar 
Dario Posada, the rebel commander’s head 
of security.
News of the guerrilla leader’s alleged death 
was revealed via the Colombian Army’s 
Twitter feed, stating that that Alfredo 
Machardo Alarcon, alias ‘Roman Ruiz’ 
was a member of the Estado Mayor, the 
FARC’s central command, made up of 25 
commanders.
Military sources claimed that Mr Alarcon 
was killed in northern Antioquia in a joint 
operation between the military and the 
police, which included the participation of 
a fleet of around 18 helicopters.
President Juan Manuel Santos also took to 

FaRC boSS ‘NoT DEaD’
AzzAM AlKADhi

ColoMbIaN CoPS IN bRaZIl
STEvEN GRATTAN 
@sjgrattan

ChARlOTTE RYAN

COLOMBIA IS giving the best return in 
the world to carry trade investors. 
Carry trading, which involves selling 
currency with a low interest rate to buy 
currency at a high interest rate and capture 
the difference, has allowed investors to reap 
a 9.47 percent gain in Colombia over the 
past three months.
Colombia’s central bank recently lifted 
interest rates and the Colombian peso is 
currently appreciating more than any other 
currency. The country’s debt is making 
more than double the average gain for 
emerging currencies, with returns of 13.2 
percent in US dollars.

CaRRY TRaDE: WoRlD’S bEST 
ately deal with the concerns of Colombi-
an tourists. 
“After the positive experience of the 
Under 20 World Cup in 2011, we received 
the honorary invitation from the Brazil-
ian Federal Police, and will support the 
International Police cooperation centre at 
the World Cup,” said official sources.  
Police sent seven officers to respond to 
problems and inform compatriots about 
the mobile consulates in the Ministry of 
Foreign Relations, police stations, hospi-
tals, terminals and shopping centres.
The Colombian football team made a 
complaint to FIFA on June 15 about their 
treatment by Sao Paolo police.

In May, Colombia increased borrowing 
costs for the second month in a row to 
keep inflation down. 
Analysts at BBVA recommend investors 
buy up Colombian bonds due in 2024. 
“Colombia’s cycle calls for more rate hikes, 
opposite to a lot of these countries in the 
region,” Carolina Ramirez, a strategist at 
BBVA’s Colombia unit, said in a telephone 
interview with Bloomberg. 
Deutsche Bank AG economist Armando 
Armenta told Bloomberg that he predicted 
the peso would strengthen 1.5 percent to 
$1,850COP to the US dollar over the next 
two months. 

Twitter to congratulate the country’s armed 
forces, stating that “the offensive goes on.”
But the announcement of the killing of 
‘Roman Ruiz’ was later revealed to be un-
confirmed – the National Police amended 
its statement to say that “a FARC member” 
had died in the operation.
Rodolfo Palomino, Commander of the 
National Police, said Sunday that he had 
provided incorrect information to the Min-
istry of Defence and the president less than 
24 hours before.
“I must make it clear to all Colombians 
that it was not alias ‘Roman Ruiz’ who was 
killed, but Oscar Dario Posada,” he said.
Peace talks between the government and 
the Marxist rebel group have been ongoing 
in Cuba since November 2012, and will 
likely a see renewed vigor after Santos’ 
reelection.
Ruiz is the head of the FARC’s 18th Front, 
which operates in the departments of 

Antioquia, Córdoba and Chocó. The Front 
is suspected of having 250 fighters and 300 
militia under its command. 
According to the army, Ruiz coordinates 
FARC’s military strategy in the north of the 
country.

Authorities claim that Alarcon’s unit is fi-
nanced by the sale of cocaine and extortion, 
mainly directed at the gold mining industry 
that is prevalent in the region.
Since 2012, there has been a $1.25 billion 
peso ($660,000 USD) bounty for his cap-
ture.
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Colombian authorities mistakenly reported that this man 
(pictured) was killed in an army raid.

Mayor Petro Gustavo attending the opening of a new 
installment in the Botanic Gardens.
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SaNToS: a NEW PaTH 
oR MoRE oF THE SaME?
Now in his second term, President-elect Santos can choose to take one of two paths. he can attempt  
to re-build the confidence he enjoyed in 2010, or he can see his victory as approval of the status quo.

Colombia is latin America’s 
fourth largest oil exporter, 

and while the economy 
continues to grow – it is 
predicted to grow by 4.6 
percent this year – so too 
do guerrilla attacks on the 

country’s oil sector

Santos will govern this 
country not because any 
significant percentage of 
the population support 

him, but because enough 
Colombians want to see 
this imperfect president 
follow through on his 

commitment to secure a 
peace deal

Santos has a very real 
opportunity in the next 

four years to make history 
by bringing 50 years of 

protracted civil conflict to 
an end. “Colombia has very serious 

issues – poverty, inequality, 
etc. it’s time to put an end 

to one issue to focus on the 
others.”

Pasea is a bilingual travel agency. 
We specialize in connecting 
apartment owners with foreign 
travelers in the low season. 
Our apartments have fully 
equipped kitchens, televisions and 
en-suite bathrooms.
Our locations are beachfront and 
are well maintained and cleaned.
We offer apartments in 
Cartagena, Santa Marta and 
Covenas.

Contact us: 
Tel: 310 386 0739

Website: www.pasea.co
Email:  pasealtda@hotmail.com

Helping you back 
pack not back track!

Hostel style prices starting from $ 18.000 COP per bed per night

secure a peace deal with the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC. 
As much as local pundits, including our 
friends at Colombia Politics and the 
Colombia Calling radio show, argue that 
the election ought not be a vote between 
war and peace, it was presented that way by 
just about every major media outlet in the 
country and voters no doubt went to the 
polls with this in mind.
A good number of Colombians hate the 
FARC for the horrific crimes they have 
committed over the past 50 years of civil 
conflict, and they don’t want to see their 
commanders walk free with impunity as a 
result of a peace accord with the govern-
ment. A smaller number hate the guerrillas 
so much that the very thought of talking to 
them is an act of treason – and those who 
go down that far into a pit of hatred made 
up the voter base of the Zuluaga-Uribe 
nexus. But most Colombians just want the 
killing to stop, even if that means a flawed 
peace agreement and lenient punishments 
for the FARC’s leadership. It is this segment 
of the population who came out with 
enough force on Sunday to push Santos 
into a second term.

So aside from a possible peace deal with 
the FARC guerrillas, what does Santos’ 
second term mean for the country? 
Namely, what does it mean for the coun-
try’s economy? That may well depend on 
the amount his government is willing to 
invest in things like healthcare, education, 

infrastructure and in the countryside. A 
large part of what can be invested will 
come down to how much revenue the 
government pulls in from the lucrative oil 
and gas sector. 

Colombia is Latin America’s fourth largest 
oil exporter, and while the economy con-
tinues to grow – it is predicted to grow by 
4.6 percent this year – so too do guerrilla 
attacks on the country’s oil sector. Last year 
there were 259 acts of sabotage against oil 
pipelines, a 72 percent increase year-on-
year, according to Ministry of Defense 
figures. This significantly reduced output 
in 2013. So long as there are Marxist rebel 
groups at war with the Colombian state, 
bombing and sabotage attacks against oil 
and gas installations around the country 
will continue to be a thorn in the industry’s 
side, limiting production and investment.
But Santos has an opportunity to put 
an end to these attacks through a peace 
accord with FARC, and also by entering 
into similar talks with the smaller National 
Liberation Army (ELN) rebel group, as 
was announced on Tuesday last week. 
Though the timing of the announcement 
is extremely suspicious, the rebel group 
and the government said they are currently 
engaged in exploratory talks. Even the 
most cynical observer among us has to 
admit that this is at least on the surface a 
positive development. And neighbouring 
countries are already lining up to broker 
talks. Uruguayan President Jose Mujica has 
on several occasions offered to host such 
peace talks, as did Ecuadoran President 
Rafael Correa last week.

Santos has a very real opportunity in the 
next four years to make history by bringing 
50 years of protracted civil conflict to an 
end. A conflict that has ravaged entire 
communities, left thousands dead and 
millions more displaced. A conflict that has 
no winners and more losers than one can 
count. A peace accord with the FARC – 
however imperfect – would set a precedent 
for talks with the ELN and bring members 
of both rebel groups back into civil society 
and the political arena, where they would 
be free to fight for their ideals in the senate 
and at the ballot box.
This would bring Latin America’s oldest 
and bloodiest insurgency to an end. It 
would make kidnappings of oil workers 
and oil pipeline attacks a thing of the past, 
spurring further growth and making Co-
lombia even more attractive to foreign in-
vestors. A Colombia at peace with both its 
rebel groups would translate into increased 
oil output, a safer investment environment, 
and a revenue windfall for the government 
through taxes, licensing and royalties.
Aside from playing up the “new Colombia” 
marked by peace and security on the inter-
national stage, Santos will have the oppor-
tunity to serve out his remaining term on a 
high note by investing this newfound rev-
enue into the sectors of society that need 
it most – support for the nation’s campes-
inos, fixing the broken, corrupt healthcare 
system and the near-bankrupt education 
system, infrastructure development and 
investment in job creation, particularly for 
Colombia’s young people.
The president-elect did himself few favours 
in his first term and turned off many of his 
supporters with a mix of empty promises 
and cynical opportunism. But he now has 
the chance to build a legacy based on peace 
and principle, and be the kind of presi-
dent that even his detractors can admire. 
Will you seize the opportunity before you, 
Señor Presidente?

Now that Juan Manuel Santos has been 
re-elected president in a result that is sure-
to-be-contested by Alvaro Uribe, what can 
Colombia expect with four more years of 
him at the helm?
Santos is famous for making grand speech-
es to appease various sectors of society and 
then doing little to back up his words with 
action, so it’s really anyone’s guess whether 
he will take his presidency on a new course 
or do what he did in his first term – which 
is pretty much nothing. 

Santos can either go one of two ways. He 
can see his 5-percentage-point victory 
against right-wing hardliner Oscar Ivan 
Zuluaga as a wake-up call that he has 
alienated large swaths of the Colombian 
populace and commit to rebuilding the 
confidence he enjoyed when he was first 
elected in 2010. Or he could see his re-elec-
tion as a nod of approval from voters and a 
mandate to proceed with more of the same.
The president-elect will govern this coun-
try for another four years not because any 
significant percentage of the population 
support him, but because enough Colom-
bians want to see this imperfect president 
follow through on his commitment to 

RODEEMOS EL diálogo (RED) is a group 
that began shortly after the Santos admin-
istration and the FARC rebels announced 
the two parties would enter into peace talks 
in late 2012. Originally conceived as a way 
to give a voice to Colombians and ‘friends 
of Colombia’ living in London, the group 
met and sent reports to the peace negotia-
tors in Havana. They have recently arrived 
in Colombia to set up an offshoot of the 
original group here. Andrei Gomez-Suarez 
discusses the history of Rodeemos and 
their vision for the future.
The organisation started in September 2012 
when a group of friends – two Colombians 
and three Brits – got together in London. 
With the news that President Santos had 
began talks with the FARC, they wanted to 
create a way to support the peace process. 
They started talking to their friends and 
one approached Gomez-Suarez, who was 
setting up a conference in London at the 
time.
“We started brainstorming and realised that 
we lacked information on the peace ne-
gotiations,” Gomez-Suarez explained. The 
group decided to set up a conference and 
get hold of important people who were part 
of the preliminary discussions. They scored 
a coup and managed to get such eminent 
names as Enrique Santos (President Santos’ 
brother), Hernando Valencia Villa (human 
rights ombudsman in 1980), and Claudia 
Lopez – now Senator of the Green Party – 
on board. They also invited foreigners and 
academics to talk about peace processes in 
Nepal, Guatemala and Northern Ireland.
“That conference was a great success: more 
than 450 people attended, among them 
diplomats, policy makers and students. It 
put us on the scene in London as a civil 
initiative.”

After this the group partnered with Concil-
iation Resources to organise the European 
Forum for Peace in London. Out of this 
they set up a series of Conversatorios de 
Paz in Canning House, in partnership with 
British Academics for a Colombia Under 
Peace (BACUP).
The aim of the Conversatorios was to 
provide a space for Colombians to discuss 
the peace process and also to provide 
information on each point on the agenda, 
as many Colombians living outside of the 
country struggled to keep up with what was 
going on.
As Andrei said, “Initially we held six 
conversatorios from August to December, 
and they were so successful and brought so 
many people that the 7th was on June 2 in 
London.”
The conversatorios use a different format to 
the traditional Colombian forum – instead 
of hundreds of people listening to a panel 
of experts, the Rodeemos discussions were 
made up of 25-26 people, meaning that 
“everyone participated and got involved.” 
The group sends reports from the conversa-

torios to the negoti-
ating team in Havana 
via email and although 
there hasn’t been an 
official response “we 
know that members of 
the negotiating team 
have seen them and 
found them to be val-
uable, as we have had 
informal talks.”
“There are two impor-
tant purposes to what 
we are doing,” Andrei 
said. “Firstly, to inform 
people, and provide 
clear information on 
every round of negoti-
ations. The second part 
is what are you going 
to do with this? We 
want people to have an 
informed opinion.”
When asked about 
their own political 
allegiances, Gomez-Su-
arez insisted that RED 
is a non-partisan group. 
But they have been accused of having links 
with Santos, which they vehemently deny.

“For Rodeemos whoever is elected 
president we want to make clear that we 
want to protect and defend the peace 
process and the achievements of the 
peace process. It is a methodology that 
has worked – we believe what needs to 
be done is to support this methodology, 
instead of creating something new.”
The group, however, do have some 
criticisms of Santos’ methodology. 
Gomez-Suarez explained,  “When  you 
check the press releases (of the peace 
negotiations) most of them are usually 
produced by FARC. For people who 
were following the news it was easy 
to know what FARC was thinking 
but very difficult to know what the 
government negotiation team wanted. 
This lack of engagement to explain  
their position about key issues of the 
negotiations were used by Uribe to 
criticise the peace process and shed a 
shadow of doubt.”
On the news that the government and 
ELN have also stated they are willing 
to engage in peace talks, Gomez-Su-
arez is – like many of his country-
men – suspicious of the timing of the 
announcement, but optimistic for what 
it represents. 
“I think that it’s quite risky to announce 
it in this way because the uribistas and 
others are going to say that Santos is 
using peace as a political strategy to 
win the election,” Gomez-Suarez said.   
But he added, “this puts the critics of 
Santos’ peace strategy in a very difficult 
position to defend their arguments. I 
think Santos is showing that he is seri-
ous about peace, and influential sectors 
within social movements will support 

let’s talk peace
Academic Andrei Gomez-Suarez tells The Bogota Post about peace process organisation Rodeemos and his thoughts on the 
ongoing discussions with the FARC in havana

ChARlOTTE RYAN

“We want to protect 
and defend the peace 

process and the 
achievements of the 

peace process”

him on Sunday.” 
And as Santos’ resounding 5-percent-
age-point election victory showed, social 
justice movements and left-leaning voters 
came out and helped hand him a second 
term. 

And now that Santos has been re-elected, 
Rodeemos will continue working to sup-
port the peace process. As Gomez-Suarez 
said, “Colombia has very serious issues – 
poverty, inequality, etc. It’s time to put an 
end to one issue to focus on the others.”

President-elect, Juan Manuel Santos, left, plans to forge ahead with FARC peace talks lead by ivan Marquez, right.

Members of Rodeemos el diálogo demonstrate in london
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THE SUNNI extremist group that had 
taken control of several key cities and towns 
last week released a series of photos pur-
portedly showing their fighters massacring 
dozens of captured Iraqi soldiers, the BBC 
News reported on its website Sunday.
The photos show large groups of mostly 
Shia soldiers in plain clothes being led away 
by armed masked men and then lying in 
trenches before and after they were execut-
ed, the report said.

An Iraqi army source told the BBC the 
photos are authentic, and took place in the 
country’s restive Salahuddin province, but 
the authenticity of the photos could not be 
independently verified.
If they are real, it would be the biggest single 
atrocity since the US-led invasion of Iraq in 
2003.
The Sunni militant group of the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) had earlier last 
week captured key Iraqi cities of Mosul and 
Tikrit, and a number of small towns.

SHIa SolDIERS SlaUGHTERED

The Iraqi government army launched a 
counter offensive and has taken back some 
of the towns previously under militant con-
trol, the BBC report said.
Washington remains concerned about the 
crisis, and US President Barack Obama said 
last week that “all options are on the table,” 
but was quick to note that US troops will 
not be re-deployed in the war torn country.
But he has offered to back up the Iraqi gov-
ernment forces with an aerial and naval 
campaign, and has sent the aircraft carrier 
the USS George HW Bush to the Gulf.
The advance of the Sunni militants has iron-
ically brought long-time enemies the US 

BY MARK KENNEDY 
@MarkKennedy721

FIRST UN RaPE SUMMIT 
The london Summit on Ending Sexual violence in Conflict has been dubbed ‘a landmark opportunity 
to strengthen global efforts to end rape in war’

UN SPECIAL ENVOy Angelina Jolie 
and UK Foreign Secretary William Hague 
launched the four-day event, the fruit of a 
two-year long campaign, on June 10. 
The organisers called for an end to a ‘culture 
of impunity’ and asked that governments be 
held to account for ongoing sexual violence 
in war zones.
“The terrible human cost for civilians 
caught in conflict is even greater for women 
and girls, who often face sexual violence 
from all sides and have nowhere to turn for 
protection,” said Liesl Gerntholtz, women’s 
rights director at Human Rights Watch. 
“The London summit will only be a success 
if the pledges countries make to end the 
scourge of rape in war are translated into 
concrete action.”
Mr Hague stated that the purpose of the 
summit was to draw attention to the wide-
spread use of sexual violence in armed con-
flicts.
The event was said to be the largest ever 
gathering of governments, United Nations 
agencies, activists, and donors to discuss 
how to prevent and respond to sexual vio-
lence.
Hollywood actress Angelina Jolie made a 
statement at the opening of the summit 
saying that women around the world were 
“united in this fight together.”
“For the children of rape - we want the 
whole world to hear their stories and under-
stand that this injustice cannot be tolerated, 
and that sorrow and compassion are not 
enough,” Ms Jolie stated.
The actress added that government repre-

Sunni militant group boasts of executing dozens of Shia soldiers in iraq

sentatives from around the world would 
hear accounts of sexual violence victims 
during the conference. She said she hoped 
that as a result governments would not only 
be “forced to act, but that they will also 
deeply want to and be moved and be com-
mitted.”
Human Rights Watch has documented 
sexual violence in armed conflicts by gov-
ernment forces and non-state armed groups 
in countries such as Afghanistan, Central 
African Republic, Colombia, Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Syria. Efforts to hold 
attackers to account and medical and reha-
bilitation services for victims have largely 
been inadequate.
Countries with armed conflicts should 
make clear they will arrest and prosecute 
those responsible for sexual violence, in-
cluding officers with command responsibil-

and Iran closer to being on speaking terms 
with one another, after Iran’s Shia govern-
ment offered to support Iraq in its attempt 
to beat back the rebel group.
US newspaper The Wall Street Journal re-
ported Sunday that the US is preparing to 
open talks with Iran over the situation in 
Iraq, the BBC report said.
The massacre pictures, apparently posted 
by ISIS, are said to show what happened to 
soldiers after the group took over an army 
base in Tikrit. 
What appear to be ISIS fighters are seen 
firing on their captives in some images, ac-
cording to the report.

ity for attackers within their troops, Human 
Rights Watch said.
The international community has made 
progress in recognising the prevalence of 
sexual violence and taken steps to address 
it. Rape in conflict is prosecuted as a war 
crime and a crime against humanity, and 
the UN Security Council passed a resolu-
tion in 2008 expressing its willingness to 
“adopt appropriate steps” to address wide-
spread or systematic sexual violence.
“Progress has been made in addressing 
sexual violence in war, but as women in 
Congo, Somalia, and elsewhere know only 
too well, it’s not enough,” Gerntholtz said.
 “Governments need to promote full equali-
ty for women and girls, step up their efforts 
to prevent sexual abuse in conflict situa-
tions, and address the health, protection, 
and justice needs of survivors.”

if the photos are real, it 
would be the biggest single 

atrocity since the US-led 
invasion of iraq in 2003

Actress Angelina Jolie and MP William hague attend the first UN rape summit 
in london

June 17 - July 5, 2014

7TRaVEl

I don’t recall at what point I realized we 
were in trouble. I remember feeling strange-
ly calm after the previous few hours of 
panic. It felt good that someone was finally 
acknowledging it; before that I had felt fool-
ish for worrying. Darkness was setting in, 
and the noises were becoming stranger; the 
jungle around me was slowly evolving from 
postcard image to eerie nightmare.
This wasn’t what I had signed up for.
Rewind the clock several hours and I was 
jumping into a kayak somewhere on the 
Rio yavari, a tributary of the Amazon that 
forms the border of Peru and Brazil for 
some 500 miles. Our little group had left 
the Colombian city of Leticia three days 
earlier, turning up the yavari and out of 
Colombia at the Brazilian river town of 
Benjamin Constant. The journey had gone 
smoothly up until the last day: swimming 
with pink river dolphins, catching piranhas 
for dinner, plucking caiman from the water 
by torchlight. I hadn’t really come here for 
adventure, just the chance to see some of 
the Amazon’s unique wildlife firsthand. 

What had really sold me on the trip was this 
final stage: the chance to take a kayak up a 
tiny branch of the yavari which, one way 
or another, eventually connected up to the 
Amazon, and would take us back to Leticia. 
The little channel could only be accessed by 
kayak, and I was anticipating seeing some 
great wildlife a little closer than normal. The 
whole trip would take about four hours. We 
set off, slowly paddling into the overgrown 
tangle of trees, which twisted and reached 
for the light, arching together over the 
narrow stretch of river, creating the illusion 
of a tunnel through the jungle. 
Four hours of paddling later, I had been 
rewarded for my faith in the jungle’s treas-
ures: tiny bats which appeared from the 
overhanging branches, then melted away 
again into the leaves; chattering families of 
squirrel monkeys swinging through trees so 
high that I had to crane my neck 90 degrees 
to watch them pass; an anaconda which 
slipped unseen from a tree root into the 
murky waters, leaving only a muddy trail 
and ripples to alert us to its presence. The 
kayaks were working; our silence caught the 
animals off guard, allowing us to appreciate 

them at close quarters before they dissolved 
back into the green. Now this was what I 
signed up for!
My reverie was soon interrupted by a 
change in the river. It was getting shallow-
er and narrower, and the light was failing. 
I found myself having to clamber out and 
drag my kayak through the thick mud, all 
the while very aware of that anaconda. 

It soon became apparent that my guide had 
no idea where we were or how long it would 
be until we arrived at the other side. He 
mumbled something about the water level 
dropping. He had forgotten his torch.
At this point I realized we were in trouble. 
By now it was pitch black. I had never ex-
perienced darkness like it; the only light 
came from a narrow slit of sky forcing its 
way through the overgrown canopy. One 
member of the group had an old phone with 
a feeble torch, but we abandoned the use 
of it when its flickering beam revealed the 
red eyes staring back from the river banks. 
Caiman don’t really grow big enough here 
to kill a man, but they’d have a toe, and the 
snakes get a lot bigger. 

By now we were having to drag the kayaks 
through the murky water barefoot, eyes 
and faces stinging from the thorns which 
whipped us in the darkness. I saw every one 
as a snake bite, and felt every thick, sinewy 
root as the muscular torso of an anaconda. 
My normally calm exterior was giving way 
to panic, and it was getting cold. 
This was definitely not what I had signed up 
for. 
The Amazon is a capricious beast of a river; 
capable of rising and falling metres over-
night, it makes a mockery of careful plan-
ning and organization. Imposing straight 
lines on the jungle is a fool’s errand. The 

“i saw every one as a 
snake bite, and felt every 
thick, sinewy root as the 

muscular torso of an 
anaconda”

Green Hell they’ve called it. My favourite 
lines about the Amazon jungle come from 
Werner Herzog: “In the face of the obscene, 
explicit malice of the jungle, which lacks 
only dinosaurs as punctuation, I feel like a 
half-finished, poorly expressed sentence in 
a cheap novel.” Sitting there in the darkness, 
exposed in my kayak, I was beginning to 
feel half-finished myself. The only differ-
ence was that this trip wasn’t cheap. 
Nine hours later, and with the kayaks now 
roped together for safety, we finally burst 

“i was anticipating seeing 
some great wildlife”

“My guide mumbled 
something about the 

water level dropping. he 
had forgotten his torch”

UNTaMED

aMaZoN
As hoards of football fans travel through Leticia en route to Brazil, Chris Bell recalls his own Amazon 
river experience, discovering the fine line between natural beauty and a ‘green hell’

through a tangle of fallen trees, rotting in 
the almost stagnant water, and felt a cool 
breeze. I lay back in the kayak and stared 
at the dark sky, shivering in the cold of 
the night. My arms felt like lead and I was 
bleeding from hundreds of tiny scratches. 
At last Leticia was a straightforward 
hour’s paddle away and our Amazon ad-
venture was finally at an end.

WoRlD NEWS 
RoUND-UP...

AFRiCA

Kenya: Suspected Islamist militants have 
attacked hotels and a police station in the 
Kenyan coastal town of Mpeketoni kill-
ing at least 48 people, military officials 
say.
Somalia: Al-Shabab militants have 
rounded up over 100 women and or-
dered them to comply with a strict Islam-
ic dress code or risk being beaten.
Egypt: Requests have been made for 
a youTube video to be removed of a 
woman being sexually assaulted during a 
rally in Cairo’s Tahrir Square.

ASiA

Cambodia: Tens of thousands of Cam-
bodians are fleeing neighbouring Thai-
land amid fears the new military leader-
ship will crackdown on migrant workers.
China: China says it will build a school 
in the disputed Paracel Islands, boosting 
its presence in the territory also claimed 
by neighbouring Taiwan and Vietnam.
Pakistan: The army says it has launched 
a “comprehensive operation” against 
militants in North Waziristan, near the 
Afghan border.

EUROPE

UK: Campaigners have hailed a law 
coming into effect in England and Wales 
making it a criminal offence to force 
people into marriage as “a huge step for-
ward.”
Portugal: Thousands of people marched 
in Porto and other Portuguese cities 
on Saturday to protest against planned 
public sector pay cuts of up to 10 percent.
Russia: Moscow has angrily condemned 
a violent protest outside its embassy in 
Kiev, which saw windows smashed, cars 
overturned and the Russian flag being 
torn down.

lATiN AMERiCA & 
CARiBBEAN

Venezuela: Venezuela’s attorney general 
has issued arrest warrants against three 
more prominent opposition leaders. 
Dozens of opposition politicians and 
their supporters have been detained 
since February this year.
Jamaica: The Jamaican government has 
announced plans to radically reform the 
country’s drug laws, allowing for the pos-
session of up to 2 ounces (57 grams) of 
marijuana.
Chile: President Michelle Bachelet’s gov-
ernment has rejected a huge $8 billion 
hydroelectric project in Chile’s Patagonia 
region, citing its adverse impact on the 
environment.

MiDDlE EAST

Israel: Israel has accused the Islamist 
movement Hamas of abducting three 
teenagers in the West Bank, which 
Hamas has denied. Israeli police have ar-
rested more than 80 Palestinians thought 
to have been involved in the kidnappings.
Iraq: A suicide bombing in Baghdad has 
killed at least nine people and wounded 
20 more, officials in Iraq’s capital say.

USA & CANADA

Canada: Sex workers and their advocates 
took to the streets across Canada to pro-
test a proposed bill by the Conservative 
government, arguing the bill would leave 
prostitutes open to violence.
USA: Bowe Bergdahl, the army sergeant 
who spent five years in Taliban captivity, 
has arrived back in the United States.

www.thebogotapost.com/bogotapost @bogotapost

iraqi militant group Sunni have been executing Shia soldiers

STEvEN GRATTAN 
@sjgrattan
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“Your Perspectives” is a space for your views and opinions. From transmilenio to tricky aspects of life in 
Colombia, we want to hear what you think. 

if you like what you read, tweet us about it at @bogotapost, post on our Facebook page /BogotaPost or 
email us at theteam@thebogotapost.com. Equally, if you disagree we’d love to hear your thoughts. 

Should Bogotá’s mountains and their 
forests be preserved for all Bogotanos? Do 
Bogotá residents have a right to see the 
city’s iconic eastern mountains unobstruct-
ed? Does central Bogotá already have too 
many cars, pollution and traffic jams? We 
think so. Is it safe to build towers on a steep 
slope above the city centre? We doubt it.
For these reasons and many more, a group 
of La Candelaria residents have been fight-
ing to stop the construction of two towers 
by a private university on Bogotá’s eastern 
mountains. 
These eight-storey behemoths would really 
be vertical parking lots, with spots for 
almost 500 cars and with some classrooms 
on top. We believe that such a project 
damages the city and contradicts its sup-
posed values of preserving open space and 
reducing private car use. 
Bogota’s iconic mountain range, the Cerros 
Orientales – often called “the city’s lungs” 
– should be an enduring resource for the 
crowded Colombian capital’s 9 million resi-
dents: a place for hiking, for visiting nature, 
for de-stressing from the city’s pollution, 
noise and rush. 
Courts and city leaders have repeatedly 
said so, and even designated part of the 
mountain range as a protected forest-
ry reserve. However, over the years the 
reserve’s borders have been repeatedly 
shifted and its size reduced, enabling more 
cement and buildings to cover the hills. As 
a result, Bogotá residents, particularly the 
poor, have fewer and fewer opportunities 
to experience nature.
Instead, as in the case of this latest con-
struction by the University Externado, the 
hillsides are being privatised for the use of 

Saving bogota’s mountains
A group of citizens wants to block the construction of high-rise 
buildings on the side of the city’s idyllic eastern mountain range

MiKE CEASER an elite minority. The Externado Univer-
sity’s monstrous towers will replace city 
centre residents’ view of the mountains 
with a wall of cement. The project includes 
the cutting down of hundreds of trees. The 
university is supposed to replant some of 
those trees and plant native species – but 
mostly on their own privately owned land 
far from the city centre. That’s of little use 
for city centre residents who are losing 
green space.

In addition to the negative impacts on our 
quality of life, this university’s construction 
project may violate laws against building 
on steep slopes and at this elevation above 
sea level, according to a professor from Ro-
sario University who has been advising us. 
During our months-long fight against this 
project, we’ve also discovered apparent 
irregularities which make us ask whether 
undue influences are at work. Every con-
struction project must be approved by one 
of the city’s Curadurias. These offices are a 
strange combination of public and private 
with a reputation for being corrupt. 
The Externado University obtained its con-
struction license from the Curaduria No. 3. 
However, before that, they had applied for 
a construction license from the Curaduria 
No. 2. We know this because the univer-
sity – inexplicably – posted on a billboard 
announcing their original application on 
the property. Presumably, the Curaduria 2 
rejected the application. However, we don’t 

know for sure, because we’ve requested the 
documents and, mysteriously, nobody can 
find them. 
Even stranger is the story of an investiga-
tion of the project done by the Veeduria 
Distrital, a government agency charged 
with making sure that other city agencies 
are doing their jobs right. The Veeduria’s 
investigators interviewed us, studied docu-
ments about the project and finished their 
report last December. We understand from 
an internal source in the Veeduria that the 
report is very critical of the university’s 
towers. But that report, paid for with public 
money and done on public time, has  at the 
time of writing not been released – despite 
our multiple requests. 
We can only wonder what possible reason 
there could be to hide a public inves-
tigation – except to protect a powerful 
institution’s interests. However, one public 
document we do have, dated June 2013, 
says that there were no studies of risks 
and threats for the project. This is despite 
the fact that the towers are being built on 
a steep slope, above a crowded neighbor-
hood, and that recently the city spent a lot 
of money to reinforce the unstable hillside 
nearby.
yet another concern is the traffic which 

Mike Ceaser writes www.mikesbogotablog.
blogspot.com and runs the Bogota Bike 
Tours. He has lived in Bogota for nine years, 
and previously lived in Caracas, Venezuela; 
Asunción, Paraguay; La Paz, Bolivia; and 
Viña del Mar, Chile.

With all of the news coverage surround-
ing Colombia’s presidential election, an 
important story has taken a back seat in 
the press:: the paro agrario, or agrarian 
strike. This is the second such strike in 
nearly nine months, when subsistence 
farmers, or campesinos in Spanish, and 
social justice groups, attempted to pres-
sure the government into improving 
conditions in the agricultural sector. 
The protesters are demanding the 
government enact price controls on 
pesticides, fertilizers and fuel, and to 
subsidize the production of cotton, po-
tatoes, corn, rice and other food staples. 
Most importantly, the striking farmers 
are calling for price controls on cheap 
agricultural goods flooding the country 
under Colombia’s free trade agreements 
with other countries.

this environmentally unsustainable project 
will generate, worsening noise, congestion 
and pollution in the centre and throughout 
the city.
This is far from the only questionable 
construction project on the Eastern moun-
tains. If Externado University completes 
this project, we think it’s inevitable that 
it will spur more and more construction 
on the mountainside, until perhaps the 
poor Virgen de Guadalupe statue will be 
surrounded by condominiums and fast 
food joints. 
The Externado is a respected university, 
known particularly (and perhaps ironical-
ly) for legal education. We support higher 
education and love to see universities 
expand – but responsibly and sustainably, 
without deforesting the hills and worsening 
traffic congestion. Why can’t the Externado 
build near public transit, using the area’s 
many empty lots and vacant buildings 
instead of encroaching on Bogota’s greatest 
green space?

Cost of Free Trade
Analysis: ignoring agrarian strikers’ demands will not 
make them go away, and may make matters worse
JOEl GilliN  
@joelgillin

While the grievances and hardships 
experienced by Colombia’s campesinos are 
not new, many international and domestic 
observers recognize that the agricultural 
sector has been significantly – and often 
adversely – affected since the passage of 
the bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
between Colombia and the United States.
Signed in October 2011, the FTA is not 
unlike other agreements made between the 
United States and its trading partners in 
that it lowers tariffs and other barriers in 
order to facilitate greater commercial ties. 
According to the Office of the US Trade 
Representative, the agreement was made 
in order to create more American jobs by 
increasing exports and thus growing the 
economy. 
Among the anticipated benefits for 
Colombians, the Colombian Ministry of 
Trade stated that the FTA will give “greater 
choice of products at better prices.” In 
addition, Colombian entrepreneurs and 
exporters would become more competitive 

and the national economy would grow, 
as would employment and income levels. 
President Juan Manuel Santos predicted 
the creation of up to 500,000 new Colom-
bian jobs as a result of the agreement. 
But the FTA was met with much re-
sistance. In the US, many Democratic 
members of Congress and union leaders 
– normally allies of President Obama – 

were critical of the plan and it was stalled 
for years. The powerful AFL-CIO union 
was particularly critical of the deal given 
Colombia’s poor labour and human rights 
record. It is estimated that around 3,000 
Colombian union leaders and activists 
have been killed since the mid-1980s. The 
Obama administration only passed the 
FTA after guarantees of labour and human 

rights protections were written into the 
agreement. 
Several years ago, the Colombian Ministry 
of Agriculture warned that if the FTA 
passed without providing them with 
adequate protection and support, rural 
farmers could face serious consequences. 
In 2005, a study commissioned by the 
ministry concluded that rural problems 
could be exacerbated by the agreement 
and leave farmers with “no more than 
three options: migration to cities or other 
countries ... working in illicit [drug] 
cultivation zones or affiliation with illegal 
armed groups.”

One of the agricultural strike’s leaders, 
César Pachón, has said Colombian farm-
ers are unable to compete with the cheap 
imported agricultural products from 
American producers who receive billions 

of dollars in US government subsidies 
every year. Indeed, this is precisely what 
many international aid groups predicted 
and have shown in subsequent studies. 
Nine months after the FTA went into 
effect, Oxfam produced a detailed report 
which claimed that Colombian whey, rice, 
white maize, milk powder and pork were 
the products most at risk due to increased 
amounts of subsidized imports from 
the US. As a result, “significant declines 
were expected in [Colombian] domestic 
production, and consequently the income 
of farm families.” According to the report, 
this “contradicts the promises made by the 
Colombian government as to the benefits 
of the [FTA].”
But there are things that the Colombian 
government can do to alleviate the suf-
fering of struggling farmers. In its report, 
Oxfam recommended that the government 
“adopt a tracking system to allow timely 
action to mitigate the adverse effects of 
the [FTA] on the peasant economy.” More 
generally, the government needs to “take 
steps to develop the productive capacity 
and competitiveness of the agricultural 
sector, particularly small producers, and 
reverse the troubling trends that further 
undermine their viability.”

in addition to the negative 
impacts on our quality of life, 
this university’s construction 

project may violate laws 
against building on steep 

slopes and at this elevation 
above sea level it would be naïve to think 

that employment and job 
training programs will stop 
criminal activity, but it is a 

place to start

Ever since the government of President 
Juan Manuel Santos and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) began 
peace negotiations in November 2012, 
the Colombian public has cast a skeptical 
eye on the process, and rightfully so. The 
country has been here a few times before; 
all previous attempts at peace have failed.
Is it because the last three attempts to 
negotiate peace with the FARC have gone 
down in a ball of flames? Maybe. Is it 
because the FARC made promises that 
were broken? Perhaps. Is it because the 
Colombian military unleashed a reign of 
terror through right-wing paramilitaries? 
Could be. 
Or is it simply that the Colombian people 
have become so used to being in a state of 
war that any negotiations with the FARC 
is just old hat? Unfortunately, history has 
an eerie way of repeating itself. On the 
off chance that the two sides do reach an 
agreement, what will it take to maintain 
the peace, and what will each side do with 
all of those armed young men and women 
with little or no marketable job skills? That 
is the million-dollar question.
Let’s look at the demobilization of the 
Colombian paramilitaries in mid-2000s. 
The paramilitaries, the result of militias 
that were formed by wealthy ranch owners 
in the state of Antioquia to counteract 
the influence of the FARC in that region, 
eventually grew into larger armies. At one 
time the largest of the paramilitary groups, 
the United Self Defense Forces of Colom-
bia (AUC), had nearly 20,000 members 
and a presence in more than 10 depart-
ments throughout Colombia. The AUC 
participated in every kind of human rights 
violation imaginable, from kidnapping, 
extortion, torture and rape to intimidation 
and mass murder. To make matters worse, 
they became heavily involved in drug traf-
ficking – to the tune of tens of millions of 
dollars annually between 1997 and 2004.

Employment for demobilized FARC fighters is key to a just peace

ROBiNSON COOK It was against this backdrop that the 
Colombian government, then led by right-
wing president Alvaro Uribe, decided to 
negotiate the demobilization of the AUC 
in 2004. The AUC had simply become too 
large and too dangerous for the Colombi-
an government and its biggest supporter, 
the United States, to control. So, the AUC 
agreed to demobilize over a two-year 
period. While the leadership of the AUC 
laid down their weapons, the lower-level 
foot soldiers simply reformed into smaller 
criminal gangs now referred to as ‘Bacrims’ 
(or criminal bands). 
These criminal gangs number anywhere 
from 25 to several hundred members. They 
tend to exert control over smaller areas 
throughout Colombia and continue to be 
responsible for extortion, drug trafficking, 
illegal mining and the seizure of land from 
poor subsistence farmers. Many of these 
criminal gangs collaborate with both the 
FARC and former paramilitaries, meaning 
their allegiances are fluid and go to the 
highest bidder. 

From past experience with the paramili-
taries, we can assume that any demobili-
zation on the part of the FARC will need 
to include a mechanism that provides 
employment for its rank-and-file member if 
Colombia wants to prevent history from re-
peating itself. Even if the FARC leadership 
agrees to a peace deal, this does not mean 
that the various FARC fronts will want to 
give up their revenue streams from drug 
trafficking, extortion and illegal mining. 
So, the question is, what will the average 
FARC fighter do after he or she has laid 
down their weapons? 
To think that they are simply going to give 
up all the money they are making from the 
drug trade and go back to work on the farm 

or selling trinkets at a Bogota traffic light is 
a dubious notion to say the least. 
One solution is to provide real hands-on 
job training for the demobilized fighters, 
such as in customer service, manufacturing 
or construction. These jobs will probably 
pay better than what the majority of the 
foot soldiers were receiving while in service 
to the FARC. 
Furthermore, they won’t be subjected to the 
stress of constantly worrying about their 
safety. The majority of FARC fighters are 
under the age of 21, so they are still in the 
prime of their lives and have a lot to offer in 
terms of energy and physical stamina. Em-
ployment on construction projects will be a 
great way to release some of their youthful 
energy in a positive manner. 
It would be naïve to think that employ-
ment and job training programs will stop 
criminal activity, but it is a place to start, 
and a simple way for many without skills 
to continue to make a living, to become 
productive members of their communities, 
and to give Colombia a chance to build 
peace and also maintain it.

Making Peace Work

Put simply, the government should be 
fulfilling the commitments it made to 
farmers after last year’s nation-wide 
protests. Indeed, this second round of 
strikes only occurred because the Santos 
administration largely failed to live up to 
its promises. 
According the independent news and 
analysis website La Silla Vacía, of the nine 
commitments Santos made to farmers 
last September, only two have been met, 
with two others seeing some progress. 
That means more than half of the de-
mands have been virtually ignored by the 
government.
When asked about the effects of the 
agreement, Santos said, “In all FTAs, 
there are winners and losers. There are 
always some sectors that feel injured, 
unprotected ... we have to see how we can 
help them.” 
Until the government actually commits to 
helping the “losers” of the FTA, the social 
unrest – and the conditions producing it 
– will surely continue.
Joel Gillin is a freelance journalist from 
the United States. He has been based in 
Colombia since April 2014.

The articles in 
‘Perspectives’ are 
commentary, not 
news reporting. The 
views expressed 
in this section – 
‘Perspectives’– 
are those of the 
author and do 
not necessarily 
reflect those of 
The Bogota Post 
or its publishers. 
The publishers take 
no responsibility 
for the accuracy 
of any information 
published in this 
section.

Robinson Cook is the founder of the Bogota 
Employment Project, an initiative that helps 
displaced women in Bogota find employ-
ment in the informal sector. Robinson has 
been in Bogota for the past 3.5 years with his 
wife Paula and their dog Oscar.

An Oxfam report claimed 
that Colombian whey, 
rice, white maize, milk 

powder and pork were the 
products most at risk due 
to increased amounts of 
subsidized US imports

A citizens’ group is fighting the developers.
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Colombian farmers say they are unable to compete with cheap imports.

C
re

d
it

: F
lic

kr

The Bogota Employment Project helps displaced women in Bogota find 
employment in the informal sector.  
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Cuadrado had a top season 
in Italy, with Barcelona  
transfer rumours flying. On 
a good day he can pass three 
opponents by himself but 
sometimes gets lost in his 
own tricks. His form will be 
a very important variable for 
Colombia’s chances. 

11: Juan Guillermo 
Cuadrado
Caps 29, Goals 4
26 years old, 
Antioquia (Bello)
Creative midfielder
Fiorentina, iTA

Vargas, yet to play his first 
game for Colombia, will be 
the third goalkeeper this 
World Cup so no playing 
time is predicted. He is 
outstanding in the Colom-
bian league but needs to 
go abroad to have a shot at 
outplaying Ospina. He has 
great reflexes, but also, too 
often impetuous moments. 

12: Camilo vargas
Caps 0, Goals 0
25 years old, Bogotá 
D.C. 
Goalkeeper
independiente Santa 
Fe, COl

Guarín has been a star 
since his time in the youth 
squads. However, he hasn’t 
yet lived up to this star 
status amongst the grown-
ups. Suspended for the first 
match, he could come into 
the team for Aguilar to 
create some extra offen-
sive strength. He showed 
his quality in the friendly 
against Jordan, netting a 40 
yard screamer.

13: Fredy Guarín
Caps 49, Goals 4
27 years old, Boyacá 
(Puerto Boyacá)
Central midfielder
inter Milan, iTA

Ibarbo really made his 
way into the team after 
the qualifiers. With good 
performances in the friendly 
matches he made his name 
and against Greece he was a 
starter in Pekerman’s lineup 
to create more defensive 
strength against the attack-
ers. Coming from a small 
club, he might unexpectedly 
be a vital part in the team. 

14: víctor ibarbo
Caps 10, Goals 1
24 years old, Nariño 
(Tumaco)
left winger
Cagliari, iTA

Mejía is the only outfield 
player still playing in the 
Colombian league. Last year 
he was the absolute star in 
Nacional’s supreme lineup. 
Rewarded with an invitation 
to the World Cup he will be 
the direct stand in for Carlos 
Sánchez. 

15: Alexander Mejía
Caps 9, Goals 0
25 years old, Atlántico 
(Barranquilla)
Defensive midfielder
Atletico Nacional, 
COl

Eder Balanta is a talented 
young defender. He is the 
predicted successor for 
yepes after the World Cup. 
In the friendlies leading up 
to the Cup he was tested 
in the role as defensive 
midfielder instead of the 
injured Aldo Leao. Though 
not likely, he might make his 
appearance in that position. 

16: Éder Álvarez 
Balanta
Caps 3, Goals 0
21 years old, Bogotá 
D.C.
Central defender
River Plate, ARG

Ospina will undisputedly be 
the goalkeeper for Colom-
bia. He has great reflexes, 
stays calm under pressure 
and communicates well with 
his defence. He was the only 
Colombian who played all 
1440 minutes in qualifica-
tion.

1: David Ospina
Caps 45, Goals 0
25 years old, 
Antioquia (Medellin)
Goalkeeper
Olimpique Nice, FRA

Christian Zapata had a bad 
end to the season, with only 
one showing under his belt 
for AC Milan since January. 
Zapata is a strong central 
defender who likes to play 
the long ball. He played 
next to yepes in defence vs 
Greece and didn’t have any 
problems against the weak 
Greek attackers. 

2: Christian zapata
Caps 22, Goals 0
27 years old, Cauca 
(Padilla)
Central defender
AC Milan, iTA

The 38 year-old captain has 
been rewarded for being the 
most experienced player in 
the Colombia squad. On the 
pitch, his best days are clear-
ly gone and he will retire 
straight after the World Cup. 
He is getting a bit slow, but 
his presence as the absolute 
leader in the team is vital. 

3: Mario Alberto Yepes
Caps 99, Goals 6
38 years old, valle de 
Cauca (Cali)
Central defender
Atalanta Bergamo, iTA

The young defender came 
into the squad recently be-
cause of Zúñiga’s six-month 
injury absence. Arias made 
a decent impression but 
with Zúñiga fit, he will start 
from the bench. He can play 
down the whole wing, has 
defensive skills, but he is 
far less dangerous than his 
competition for the right 
back position. 

4: Santiago Arias
Caps 7, Goals 0
22 years old, 
Antioquia (Medellin)
Rightback
PSv Eindhoven, NET

Carlos Bacca is coming off 
the back of a breakthrough 
season in the European elite. 
After needing some time to 
acclimatize in Europe he was 
the star for Europa League 
winning side, Sevilla. Pre-
dicted to be the replacement 
for Falcao, he was benched 
against Greece in favor of 
Ibarbo. He will get chances 
to show his skills. 

17: Carlos Bacca
Caps 11, Goals 3
27 years old, Atlántico 
(Puerto Colombia)
Striker
Sevilla, SPA

Zúñiga had a terrible 
preparation period for the 
World Cup, with an injury 
that put him out of play 
from November to April. 
He got fit just in time and 
showed in the pre-world cup 
friendlies that he is hitting 
his form. Developing loads 
of offensive pressure over 
the flank he is an important 
weapon for Colombia. 

18: Juan Camilo 
zúñiga
Caps 53, Goals 1
28 years old, 
Antioquia (Chigorodó)
Right wingback
Napoli, iTA

After years on the margins 
of European football he 
finally made his name last 
season as top goal scorer for 
the German side, rewarded 
with a transfer to top team 
Borrusia Dortmund. He re-
places the injured Falcao but 
is behind Jackson Martínez, 
Bacca and Teófilo in the 
pecking order. Not much 
playing time is expected for 
Ramos. 

19: Adrián Ramos 
Caps 26, Goals 2
28 years old, Cauca 
(Santander de 
Quilichao)
Striker
hertha BSC, GER

Quintero was the absolute 
star in the Colombian team 
in the under-20 World Cup 
in Turkey last year. A great 
future is predicted for him 
as well as a leading role in 
the Colombian team. In this 
World Cup though, his role 
is expected to be marginal, 
coming off a difficult season 
for his club in Portugal.

20: Juan Fernando 
Quintero
Caps 4, Goals 0
21 years old, 
Antioquia (Medellin)
Attacking midfielder
FC Porto, POR

Currently the top goal scorer 
at Porto, after Falcao left two 
years ago. However, in the 
Colombian team he is still 
in the shadow of Falcao and 
even without the Colombian 
star, he is not the number 
one striker on Pekerman’s 
list. A role as impact sub will 
be his destiny this World 
Cup. 

21: Jackson Martínez
Caps 28, Goals 8
27 years old, Chocó 
(Quibdo)
Striker
FC Porto, POR

The goalkeeper, who turns 
43 on June 21, is the oldest 
player at this World Cup. If 
he gets playing time he will 
be the oldest player ever to 
have played at a World Cup. 
He is the back up for Ospina 
but it is likely that if Colom-
bia plays a dead rubber in 
the third match he will get 
his record. 

22: Faryd Mondragón
Caps 50, Goals 0
42 years old, valle de 
Cauca (Cali)
Goalkeeper
Deportivo Cali, COl

The attacking midfielder was 
a last minute call-up after 
injury ruled out Aldo Leao. 
He has had his best season 
with River Plate with a key 
role in their league victory. 
This is his first call up in the 
Pekerman era after the last 
friendly with Jordan showed 
the Argentine boss that he 
didn’t need a more defensive 
midfielder. He will likely not 
receive a lot of playing time. 

5: Carlos Carbonero
Caps 1, Goals 0
23 years old, Bogotá 
D.C.
Attacking midfielder
River Plate, ARG

The anchorman is a regular 
in the lineup. He is essential 
to Pekerman’s style of play 
in a team with loads of of-
fensive impulses. He doesn’t 
have a lot of competition for 
his spot so will likely play 
every game. 

6: Carlos Sánchez
Caps 45, Goals 0
28 years old, Chocó 
(Quibdo)
Defensive midfielder
Elche, SPA

The lefty boasts the most 
playing time of all the out-
field players in the qualifiers. 
His offensive style of play 
generates plenty of problems 
for his opponents. He had 
a difficult season, playing 
little in Napoli, which his 
move to West Ham half way 
through did little to remedy. 
He will still be a certainty in 
the lineup.

7: Pablo Armero
Caps 54, Goals 2
27 years old, Nariño 
(Tumaco)
left wingback
West ham United, 
ENG

Aguilar is the connection 
between midfield and attack, 
maintaining defensive 
security. He was a regular in 
the qualification cycle but 
has fierce competition from 
Guarín for his spot. His style 
can be dirty if necessary.  

8: Abel Aguilar
Caps 50, Goals 5
29 years old, Bogota 
D.C.
Central midfielder
Toulouse, FRA

‘Teó’ has a long history of 
disciplinary problems, but 
Pekerman seems to have 
tamed him. By his side, 
Falcao started to score for 
the national team. With his 
buddy out of contention 
he will have to work well 
together with his fellow 
strikers which could become 
a real challenge. 

9: Teófilo Gutiérrez
Caps 31, Goals 13
29 years old, Atlántico 
(Barranquilla)
Striker
River Plate, ARG

In absence of Falcao, James 
is the star in this team. After 
cruising through all the 
Colombian youth squads he 
eased his way into the first 
team line up. His creative 
mind and precise passing 
will be required to get the 
strikers in the best scoring 
positions.

10: James Rodríguez
Caps 23, Goals 6
22 years old, Norte 
Santander (Cucutá)
Creative midfielder 
AS Monaco, FRA

Watching Colombia’s opening match 
against Greece, one could be forgiven for 
thinking it was taking place in Colombia, 
as thousands of fans turned Belo Horizonte 
into a sea of yellow and red – pockmarked 
only slightly with the occasional blue of the 
Greek supporters.
Just twelve days before, at the training 
camp in Argentina, Colombia suffered its 
biggest upset. It was the confirmation of 
what everybody expected but it was still a 
hard blow. Falcao, the star in qualification 
and arguably one of the best strikers in 
the world, was ruled out of playing in the 
World Cup. 
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The central defender ap-
peared to be yepes com-
panion in defence, after the 
absence of Perea was con-
firmed, but versus Greece, 
Zapata was preferred. It 
seems that the tournament 
may not hold a lot of chanc-
es for him.

23: Carlos valdés
Caps 14, Goals 2
29 years old, valle de 
Cauca (Cali)
Central defender
San lorenzo, ARG

The 64 year-old took over from 
manager Bolillo on January 5, 
2012, when Colombia was in 
fifth place in the qualification 
group for this World Cup. 
With five wins in his first six 
qualifying matches he imme-
diately showed his importance. 
The manager’s style is to play 
attractive football with a tight 
defence. He tends to be very 
conservative trying to keep out 
every possible outside factor 
including the press. He doesn’t 
like to give interviews or stand 
in the spotlight. The serious 
manager is the perfect man to 
keep Colombia from losing 
focus after good results. 

José Néstor 
Pékerman

Rally Round the Colours!
A dejected Jose Pekerman made the 
announcement at a press conference with 
Falcao, Perea and Muriel by his side. The 
Argentine manager stated; “This is the 
saddest day since I became manager of 
Colombia.” 
Falcao added: “I had hoped to play, but 
I just have to continue and cheer for my 
teammates from the sidelines. I am not 100 
percent yet and it would not be fair to take 
away a place from one of my teammates.
Without Falcao, the pre-World Cup friend-
lies didn’t give away anything about Peker-
man’s strategy in the lead up to the match 
with Greece. A friendly against Senegal on 
May 31 ended 2-2 after Colombia squan-
dered a 2-0 lead obtained with goals from 
Bacca and Teofilo. The lineup, on the other 

hand, was no representation of the best the 
team had to offer, with James Rodriguez, 
Cuadrado and Ospina not dressed for the 
match. 
The second friendly on June 6 versus 
Jordan showed a Colombia closer to the 
predicted line up. The 3-0 win was relative-
ly easy, but not very convincing against the 
weak Middle Eastern team. Two penalties 
were needed to break the rigid Jordan 
defence before Guarin finished the game off 
with a great long-range goal.
Pekerman stuck to his beliefs and let out 
no more information than strictly neces-
sary from the training camp in his home 
country. The squad had a minor scare when 
backup midfielder Aldo Leao Ramirez 
incurred an injury, leaving him out of the 

World Cup squad. He was replaced by 
Carlos Carbonero, the 23 year-old attacking 
midfielder who will be looking for his 
second cap during the World Cup.
The day before the match against Greece, 
Pekerman looked very confident in the 
press conference. He seemed to have left his 
usual concerns in Argentina and cheerfully 
chatted with the reporters.
“Our injuries are in the past; even though 
[Greece] is a tough opponent we will face 
our opponent as a family,” he said. 
On Saturday, his confidence was born out 
with a convincing win over Greece. Sup-
ported by Falcao, who was sat as a talisman 
on the stands, Colombia didn’t show any 
sign of stage fright.

FREEK hUiGEN

Ivory Coast (population 20 million): Africa’s highest-ranked team in Brazil, the Ivory 
Coast have featured at the previous two World Cups and are perhaps Colombia’s 
sternest test in Group C. Well organised by coach and former France international Sabri 
Lamouchi, the Ivorians should not be taken lightly. With obvious talent in the likes of 
midfield general yaya Toure and the powerful frontmen Didier Drogba and Wilfried 
Bony, The Elephants are likely to provide a significant attacking threat. Add to this the 
pace of Salomon Kalou and Roma’s Gervinho on the wings. However, Colombia should 
take solace in the fact that the Ivory Coast has a slow and ageing central defence, and a 
distinct lack of quality full-backs. The Ivory Coast’s powerful midfielders aim to domi-
nate possession and press high up the pitch, but if the likes of Teo, James and Cuadrado 
can break through and capitalise on the Ivorian defence’s well-documented lapses in 
concentration, Colombia should be able get some more points on the board.

 Prediction: Colombia 3-2 ivory Coast

Japan (population 128 million): Often underrated on the world stage, Japan have long 
been at the top of Asia’s footballing pantheon. Having come through an impressive 
qualifying campaign where they suffered just one defeat, the Samurai Blue come into 
this competition high on confidence. Italian legend Alberto Zaccheroni has instilled an 
attacking playing style that has seen Japan lauded internationally, despite them finishing 
bottom in their group at last year’s Confederations Cup. Utilising the technical ability and 
creativity of their attack-minded players and rapid full-backs, they will look to exploit 
any holes in the opposition defence.
The team possesses quality in the form of AC Milan’s Keisuke Honda and Shinji Kagawa 
who, despite limited opportunities at Manchester United, remains an important part 
of the team. However, Japan’s relatively weak defence should provide opportunities for 
Colombia’s forwards. At times, they have also been accused of not being clinical enough 
in front of goal, something which experienced defenders yepes and Zapata will no doubt 
aim to take advantage of.

 Prediction: Colombia 2-0 Japan

Cafeteros vs Elephants Cafeteros vs Blue Samurai

Colombia’s group

BY AzzAM AlKADhi

CARiCATURiST: SAúl CORREA
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Round of 16

JuLy 13 - 14:00 
Rio DE JAnEiRo64

WinnER - GAME 61

WinnER - GAME 62

JunE 29 - 11:00 
FoRtALEzA51

WinnER - GRouP B

RunnER uP - GRouP A

JunE 29 - 15:00 
RECiFE52

WinnER - GRouP D

RunnER uP - GRouP C

JuLy 4 - 11:00 
Rio DE JAnEiRo58

WinnER - GAME 53

WinnER - GAME 54

JuLy 5 - 11:00 
BRASiLiA60

WinnER - GAME 55

WinnER - GAME 56

JunE 30- 11:00 
BRASiLiA53

WinnER - GRouP E

RunnER uP - GRouP F

JunE 30 - 15:00 
PoRto ALEGRE54

WinnER - GRouP G

RunnER uP - GRouP H

JuLy 1 - 11:00 
SAo PAuLo55

WinnER - GRouP F

RunnER uP - GRouP E

JuLy 1 - 15:00 
SALvADoR56

WinnER - GRouP H

RunnER uP - GRouP G
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JuLy 8 - 15:00 
BELo HoRizontE61

WinnER - GAME 57

WinnER - GAME 58

Semi Finals

uruguay Costa Rica
JUNE 14 - 14:00 - FORTAlEzA

Group D

England italy
JUNE 14 - 17:00 - MANAUS

uruguay England
JUNE 19 - 14:00 - SAO PAUlO

italy Costa Rica
JUNE 20 - 11:00 - RECiFE

italy uruguay
JUNE 24 - 11:00 - NATAl

Costa Rica England
JUNE 24 - 11:00 - BElO hORizONTE

Colombia Greece
JUNE 14 - 11:00 - BElO hORizONTE

Group C

Côte d’ivoire Japan
JUNE 14 - 20:00 - RECiFE

Colombia Côte d’ivoire
JUNE 19 - 11:00 - BRASiliA

Japan Greece
JUNE 19 - 17:00 - NATAl

Japan Colombia
JUNE 24 - 15:00 - CUiABA

Greece Côte d’ivoire
JUNE 24 - 15:00 - FORTAlEzA

Quarter Finals

Argentina
JUNE 15 - 17:00 - RiO DE JANEiRO

Group F

iran nigeria
JUNE 16 - 14:00 - CURiTiBA

Argentina iran
JUNE 21 - 11:00 - BElO hORizONTE

nigeria
JUNE 21 - 17:00 - CUiABA

Argentina
JUNE 25 - 11:00 - PORTO AlEGRE

iran
JUNE 25 - 11:00 - SAlvADORBosnia-

Herzegovina

nigeria

Bosnia-
Herzegovina

Bosnia-
Herzegovina

JuLy 12 - 15:00 
BRASiLiA63

LoSER - GAME 61

LoSER - GAME 62

Third Place

Quarter Finals

FINalS
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Germany Portugal
JUNE 16 - 11:00 - SAlvADOR

Group G

Ghana uSA
JUNE 16 - 17:00 - NATAl

Germany Ghana
JUNE 21 - 14:00 - FORTAlEzA

uSA Portugal
JUNE 22 - 17:00 - MANAUS

uSA Germany
JUNE 26 - 11:00 - RECiFE

Portugal Ghana
JUNE 26 - 11:00 - BRASiliA

Belgium Algeria
JUNE 17 - 11:00 - BElO hORizONTE

Group H

Russia Korea Rep
JUNE 17 - 17:00 - CUiABA

Belgium Russia
JUNE 22 - 11:00 - RiO DE JANEiRO

Korea Rep Algeria
JUNE 22 - 14:00 - PORTO AlEGRE

Korea Rep Belgium
JUNE 26 - 15:00 - SAO PAUlO

Algeria Russia
JUNE 26 - 15:00 - CURiTiBA

Round of 16

Switzerland Ecuador
JUNE 15 - 11:00 - BRASiliA

Group E

France Honduras
JUNE 15 - 14:00 - PORTO AlEGRE

Switzerland France
JUNE 20 - 14:00 - SAlvADOR

Honduras Ecuador
JUNE 20- 17:00 - CURiTiBA

Honduras Switzerland
JUNE 25 - 15:00 - MANAUS

Ecuador France
JUNE 25 - 15:00 - RiO DE JANEiRO

JuLy 5 - 15:00 
SALvADoR59

WinnER - GAME 51

WinnER - GAME 52

JuLy 9 - 15:00 
SAo PAuLo62

WinnER - GAME 59

WinnER - GAME 60

Semi Finals

WoRlD CUP 2014
JunE 28 - 11:00 

BELo HoRizontE49
WinnER - GRouP A

RunnER uP - GRouP B

JuLy 4 - 15:00 
FoRtALEzA57

WinnER - GAME 49

WinnER - GAME 50

JunE 28 - 15:00 
Rio DE JAnEiRo50

WinnER - GRouP C

RunnER uP - GRouP D

12 13

Spain netherlands
JUNE 13 - 14:00 - SAlvADOR

Group b

Chile Australia
JUNE 13 - 17:00 - CUiABA

Australia netherlands
JUNE 18 - 11:00 - PORTO AlEGRE

Spain Chile
JUNE 18 - 14:00 - RiO DE JANEiRO

Australia Spain
JUNE 23 - 11:00 - CURiTiBA

netherlands Chile
JUNE 23 - 11:00 - SAO PAUlO

Brazil Croatia
JUNE 12 - 15:00 - SAO PAUlO

Group a

Mexico Cameroon
JUNE 13 - 11:00 - NATAl

Brazil Mexico
JUNE 17 - 14:00 - FORTAlEzA

Cameroon Croatia
JUNE 18 - 17:00 - MANAUS

Cameroon Brazil
JUNE 23 - 15:00 - BRASiliA

Croatia Mexico
JUNE 23 - 15:00 - RECiFE
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15% off selected beers for one hour 
before all Colombia games, quater and 
semi finals and the final
we will be open out of normal opening 
hours 
check our facebook page for details /
britannia26

calle 26 no 69b 53  
britannia.com.co   TEL: 410 3738

BRITANNIA
Watch all the matches in an 

authentic pub atmosphere

BRITANNIA
“I can’t even look at it!” Debora yells, her 
back to the shiny new $420 million USD 

stadium in Sao Paolo where the opening 
ceremony of the World Cup took place last 
week. 
In front of her are her three children; to-

gether they are squatters 
in an abandoned concrete 
block, once a construction 
site, now a home for drug 
addicts, pimps and pros-
titutes, and families like 
hers. “Every one of those 
seats could be a house to 
take a family out of the 
favela!” she says. 
This is the introduction to 
the third BBC program in 
two nights about Brazil, 
and none of them were 
about samba, soccer or 
beaches.
On the eve of the 20th 
FIFA World Cup, the 
second to be hosted in 
Brazil, the golden trophy 
might be said to be as 
guilt-laden as it ever has 
been. Last year’s protests 
during the warm-up Con-
federations Cup event – 
neatly summarised by the 
prominent placard slogan 

“first world stadia, third world schools & 
hospitals” – showed the whole world that 
Brazilians were not as easily placated by 
the gift of a football tournament as their 
government patronisingly assumed. 

Instead of big, shiny luxuries, the protesters 
wanted basics: better standards of public 
services for everyone. While Brazil’s players 
won the cup on the pitch, Brazil’s people 
tempered the legend of its football obses-
sion: it’s not a matter of life and death, it’s 
much less important than that.
Going into the main event, the protests are 
expected to return, though how big and 
how persistent they’ll be remains to be 
seen. Meanwhile, on the cusp of its only 
real job – the organisation of a World Cup 
every four years – FIFA has another major 
distraction to deal with: the next tourna-
ment. 
New evidence uncovered by British news-
paper The Sunday Times points incon-

trovertibly at a systematic campaign of 
bribery led by former FIFA Vice-President 
Mohammed Bin Hammam of Qatar with 
the aim of persuading worldwide football 
administrators to support his country’s bid 
to host the 2022 World Cup. 
Qatar claimed Bin Hammam wasn’t 
working for them, so the next issue of the 
Sunday Times explained in detail how he 
clearly was. Bin Hammam, Blatter and 
dozens of other officials could accuse the 
Sunday Times of defamation, but not 
one of them will dare take the Times to 
court over it, because “truth” is a complete 
defence and they all know they would lose 
such a legal action.
Even FIFA’s Secretary General Jerome 
Valcke, the organisation’s second most 
powerful man, said Qatar had “bought the 
World Cup,” before hastily backtracking 
that, in fact, his leaked email had been 
“misinterpreted.” Now, with a crime so 
obviously committed, the evidence has 
been uncovered.
So it’s a shame that Bin Hammam won’t 
sue the Sunday Times and that there is no 
other independent authority to adjudicate. 
FIFA have employed an American lawyer 
named Michael Garcia to investigate vari-
ous allegations, but he showed no interest 
in the new evidence, did not interview Bin 

Colombia’s first foray into the World Cup 
finals came in Chile ´62. They started well, 
leading much of their first match against 
Uruguay before two late goals consigned 
them to defeat.  The next match was 
against a strong CCCP team that con-
tained the legendary Lev yashin in sticks.  
Colombia managed to score four times 
against arguably the greatest keeper in 
history, but had to settle for a 4-4 draw.  In 
the chaos, Marcos Coll set a still existing 
benchmark, scoring the only ever World 
Cup goal direct from a corner, known as an 
olimpico. In their final game an impressive 
yugoslavian team dismantled them 5-0 
sending them home with an illusion more.

In 24 years following 1962 football was on 
the margins in South America. 1986 was 
all set to become a glorious return when 
Colombia was chosen as host of the World 
Cup: however, in a mirroring of the current 
Brazilian situation, the country baulked at 
the high costs and demands.  In 1974, they 
had been unanimously given the 1986 Cup 
for 16 teams.  By 1983 FIFA had increased-
this to 24 teams, with all the additional 
costs required.  FIFA were now demanding 
intercity rail links and a stadium in San 
Andres.  The Colombian government of 
the time took one look at the expense 
and wisely decided to step down. Various 
rumors about drug influence, political 
instability and Mexican meddling still 
persist, but given the situation in 1982, 
when the decision was made, it seems 
unlikely that these factors had an influence. 

Colombia – a chequered history
it’s been pretty widely reported that this is the first World Cup in more than a decade for Colombia, 16 years in total...but the country 
is no stranger to the tournament, having already made an impact in World cup history. how much do you know about the previous 
squads representing the tricolour?

Oli PRiTChARD

Darker side of football: politics behind the beautiful game
When a nation like Qatar buys the World Cup, the question isn’t whether FiFA is dirty. it’s whether the football body can ever be clean

AllY BROWN

Campaigners against the Brazil 2014 World Cup tell 
people not to come: “messy, tourist-deceiving and 
dangerous” & “disrespectful of Brazilian people and 
their giant problems”

Photo: Tjebbe van Tijen

Hammam, and can’t be expected to con-
vict his paymasters. UEFA boss Michel 
Platini, who himself voted for Qatar, said 
“If instances of corruption are proved, 
there will need to be a new vote and 
sanctions,” but who can or will declare 
that the burden of proof has easily been 
satisfied? Until an appropriate judge can 
be found, Blatter, Valcke and Platini can 
repeat “not proven” for the next eight 
years.

My country, Scotland, decided long ago 
to boycott the World Cup in disgust at 
FIFA’s rampant mismanagement, but 
the truth is that most football fans don’t 
really care. Andrew Jennings’ astonishing 
expose of FIFA corruption, Foul!, seems 
to have a new allegation on every page 
– and it has 400 pages – but it’s hardly a 
best-seller.
And, with a bid process as open to 
corruption as the Qatar evidence shows, 
is it even plausible that other World 

Cups have been awarded cleanly? The 
2018 tournament will be held in Russia. 
This year’s tournament was organised by 
Brazilian FA boss Ricardo Teixeira, who 
a Swiss court last year confirmed had 
received millions of dollars in bribes over 
World Cup TV rights. The questions is 
not whether these tournaments are dirty, 
it’s whether they could possibly be clean.
The difference with Qatar is that it’s not a 
plausible host, for practical reasons, and 
also because it has no football culture and 
therefore can’t possibly appreciate the 
honour. Of course Brazil is an appropri-
ate place to host a World Cup, and Russia 
is too: these countries are a part of the 
game’s history. But we football fans only 
get to enjoy this extravaganza every four 
years and we don’t want one wasted in a 
country with no love for the game. 
Corruption? White elephant stadia? Pov-
erty and inequality? Dead construction 
workers? Exhausting heat? These are all 
serious issues, but we don’t have to look 
to the future to find them.

Ally Brown is a teacher in Bogota. This 
month he can be identified by his kilt and 
El Pibe wig.

In all likelihood, the politicians simply 
didn’t give in to the corrupt FIFA boss Joao 
Havelange’s demands for money and finan-
cial guarantees.  The job was simply too 
big for Colombia at the time. In the end, 
Colombia didn’t even qualify for the cup 
they should have hosted, watched by just 
6,000 in Cali as they went out on aggregate 
to a superior Paraguay side.  you can still 
find odd Colombia 86 memories around 
the country – for example a tienda on the 
way to Choachí, rather appropriately on a 
precipice.

After 28 years without representation on 
the world stage, Colombia’s footballers not 
only returned for Italia ‘90, but were some-
thing of a surprise package, with heroes 
such as the charismatic, extravagantly 
bouffanted Carlos ‘El Pibe’ Valderrama and 
eccentric Latin Goalkeeper Rene Higuita 
taking the team to new heights.  That first 
win they were searching for was provided 
early doors, with a fine 2-0 dispatching of 
the UAE, before they lost to yugoslavia 
again, albeit only by a single goal.  The final 
match against West Germany was do or 
die, and when the Germans scored with a 
minute to go, a nation held its head in its 
hands...only for Freddy Rincón to pop up 

with a dramatic equaliser three minutes 
deep into injury time.  Colombia was 
through!  In the second round Cameroon 
with their 38 year old talisman Roger Milla 
laid in wait.  After 90 minutes, neither 
team could break the deadlock, until Milla 
finally found a way through.  Colombia 
started playing more riskily, and eventually 
Higuita was caught by Milla some 30 yards 
out of his goal, allowing the African an 
easy and decisive second goal.

Colombia’s heroes rebounded immediately 
to USA ‘94, but this time they were no sur-
prise.  They’d qualified in style, culminating 
in a still-celebrated thrashing of Argentina 
5-0 in Buenos Aires which left them top 
of the group and having a laugh.  Indeed, 
the legendary King of Football, Pelé, had 
tipped them to win.  However, as usual, the 
dozy cock-pill salesman was wide of the 
mark and things took a darker turn.  In the 
first match, the largely home-based squad 

were made to look like naive amateurs by a 
George Hagi inspired Romania, losing 1-3.  
Death threats came in and rumors of mafia 
involvement grew.  In the next match 
against the USA, centre-back Andrés 
Escobar scored a lousy own goal to give the 
Americans the lead. The US went on to win 
the match 2-1 and put  the Colombians out 
of the tournament.  Escobar later paid for 
that with his life.

In France, Colombia were in their third 
consecutive cup and ready for success.  
Although the glory days were fading for 
the Golden Generation, players like Rincón 
and Valderrama still had enough in their 
locker to give it a go.  With Tino Asprilla 
also emerging, there were hopes that they 
could get to the next round.  The first 
match was close, with the team narrowly 
losing 1-0 to Romania; again from a chip 
of the keeper, this time Mondragón, who 
is (at 43 years old) still present in the 2014 
squad.  The volatile Asprilla threw his toys 
out of the pram after being substituted 
and was dismissed from the squad.  The 
next round of games saw a late goal to beat 
Tunisia and thus set up a winner takes 
all battle for second place with England.  
However, in the end, first-half goals from 
Anderton and a little-known player called 
Beckham ensured Colombia were on the 
plane home. Little did they realise it would 
be 16 years in the wilderness.
And what of 2014? With side factors such 
as mafia involvement and disciplinary 
issues further away than ever before, the 
Colombian squad has a unique chance to 
make this World Cup their best perfor-
mance ever by reaching the quarterfinals.. 
or further!

Lev yashin and the 
olimpico1962:

the Mundial that 
wasn’t1986:

italia ‘90 and new 
territory1990:

End of an era1998:tragedy for the 
Golden Generation1994:

Britannia Pub (Calle 26 # 69B-45/53) - This 
venue will be offering 15 percent off select-
ed beers for one hour before all Colombia 
games, Quarter and Semi Finals and the 
Final and will open outside normal hours 
for the matches. Check their facebook page 
for details: facebook.com/britannia26
El Inglés (Calle 69 #11-40, 255-5524) - This 
English pub in Zona G will be showing 
every England match, and, of course, every 
Colombia match. The sell a range of nation-
al beers, as well as Fuller’s London Pride 
and Guinness ales.
The Monkey House (Calle 70 # 8-55) - Pre-
sale seat reservations available for Colom-
bia games via their website www.themon-
keyhouse.co. The reservation includes the 
house speciality Beef Wellington and there 
is a happy hour every evening where you 
can order Fish and Chips and get a free 
beer.
La Cerveceria (Calle 83 #12A-37) - This 
pub will be giving out souvenirs from 9am 
onwards on match days. They have 18 
screens and Happy Hour every day. There 

will be a $20,000 peso entrance fee for 
Colombian matches.
Colombian Pub (Calle 82 #13-43/41) - This 
establishment offers four giant projec-
tor screens with special offers including 
buy one bottle of rum and get another 
half price. They are open from 12pm to 
11pm on match days. They will open from 
11:30am for Colombia matches, and there 
will be an entry fee.
London Calling (Calle 93a #11-50 and 
various other areas around the city) - Here 
you will find projector screens in all of their 
pubs. They are offering a food and beer 
world cup promotion and are also running 
a competition: everyone writes down their 
chosen team on a sheet and pays an en-
trance fee, the entrance fee is then put into 
a pot and given to the winners.
Locos Por el Fútbol (Carrera 12 No.83-
41) - Here you will be offered a discount if 
you are a Visa World Cup card holder of 
20 percent off all purchases during games. 
They have big screens and are showing all 
the matches. 

La Villa (Cra. 14 # 83-56) - This bar and 
club popular with Colombians and expats 
alike will be showing the big matches on 
projectors and big screens. They will have 
2x1 on Heineken beer and Smirnoff Ice for 
all matches shown. All matches on June 13, 
14, 17, 19 and 24 will be shown. The bar 
will also show the all round of 16, quarter 
and semifinal matches, and the final. 
Restaurant Aleman Harald (Calle 116 
#70C-68) - This venue will be showing 
every German and Colombian match. 
They have German beers such as Bitburger, 
Paulaner, Warsteiner, and König Pilsener.
All Cine Colombia Movie Theatre Loca-
tions across the county.

Though the World Cup will literally be on every Tv screen in the country, here are just a few of the 
more popular Bogota bars where you can watch the matches over a pint or a cocktail.

Spain: We have it on good authority 
(a group of drunken Spaniards at the 
Spain-Holland match) that a good place to 
watch Spanish matches is at the BBC in the 
Galerias neighbourhood of the city (Calle 
53 #24-66). The group said expats will be 
gathering at BBC’s across the city.
Switzerland:  Find the Swiss contingent 
at chef Simon Karl Buhler’s restaurant 
Simon  Bistro Latino (Carrera 14 #97-09). 
He is showing all the matches and offering 
a World Cup menu featuring dishes from 
the competing countries for $24,000 pesos 
including a drink and dessert. Happy Hour 
from 3pm-7pm every day. 

Belgium: Join Belgian fans at the Big 
Screens in Parque 93 on match days.
Chile: The Chilean Embassy are holding  
official viewings at Hotel Royal (calle 99 
#8-55). They are showing Chile vs Spain 
on June 18 and Chile vs Holland on June 
23. Entrance for each match is $10,000 
pesos and you can reserve a space by 
emailing consultadobogota@minrel.gov.
cl
Croatia: For any of the Croatia matches 
you can head to Bukara, Calle 93 #8-31. 
They have a big screen, good beer and 
you can even buy Croatian t-shirts.

WHERE To WaTCH THE GaMES
Whether you want to support your country alongside your compatriots, or give your support to a different team, we bring you 
the low-down on Bogotá’s World Cup venues. Steven Grattan investigates where to watch the games – and where different 
nationalities will be cheering for their teams.

Don’t see your country/favourite match spot on the list? Check us out on Twitter at @BogotaPost or Facebook at facebook.com/
BogotaPost to find other people from your home country or suggest a place to watch the match.

England: Check out any of the British style 
bars in Bogota for that all important pub 
atmosphere. Plus, an official British Embassy 
planned event will be held in London Calling 
Pub (Calle 93A #11-50) on June 19 at 2pm for 
the England vs Uruguay match. 
France: According to the French Embassy, 
a lot of French people will gather for the 
matches at the Big Screens in Parque 93. 
Alliance Francaise will be showing matches in 
the cafeterias at two of their headquarters in 
Chicó (Calle 93 #11-40) and Cerditos (Calle 
134 #19A-81). They are showing Colombia vs 
Ivory Coast on June 19, Switzerland vs France 
on June 20 , Japan vs Colombia on June 2, and 
Ecuador vs France on June 25.

Germany: Restaurant Aleman Harald 
(Calle 116 #70C-68) will be showing every 
German and Colombian match. They have 
German beers such as Bitburger, Paulaner, 
Warsteiner, and König Pilsener.
Mexico: The Mexican Embassy has con-
firmed that at least two Mexico matches 
can be shown at the restaurant and bar 
Orale Guey (Calle 85 #12-13, Zone T, 256-
5462), against Brazil on June 17 at 2pm, 
and against Croatia on June 23 at 1pm. 
Netherlands:  The Una Travel Bar (Calle 
11 # 2-98) will be showing all Dutch 
matches.

You will also be able to view 
Colombian matches on the 
giant screens that have been 
temporarily erected in the 
following public areas:

Plazoleta 
 (cl 85 # 15)
Parque de la 93 
 (cl 93 # 13)
lourdes square 
 (cl 63 # 13)
Parque voto Nacional 
 - Bronx
Parque de los hippies 
 (cl 60 # 7A)
Parque la independencia 
 (cl 26 # 7)
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instead of big, shiny 
luxuries, the protesters 
wanted basics: better 

standards of public services 
for everyone. 

Brazilians were not as easily 
placated by the gift of a 

football tournament as their 
government patronisingly 

assumed
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young players who are very good are 
wonderkids and older players are jour-
neymen or grizzled.  Fast players have a 
lot of pace or are pacy or have pace to 
burn.  Skilful players who are tall have 
good feet for a big man.  The term cap 
refers to the number of times a player has 
represented their country at an interna-
tional level. It originated in the UK where 
they used to award an actual cap to play-
ers in international matches. 
Anyone from a small club playing very 
well at the WC is putting himself in the 
shop window for bigger teams.  Anyone 
who doesn’t like to tackle or work hard 
(Hi CR7!) is a show pony.  If a player 
dives and pretends he was fouled, he 
went down like a sack of potatoes and is 
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Football, fútbol, fussball...it’s an international language.  Except in the States, where they call it soccer. Oh, and italy, they 
say calcio.  The ex-manager of England, Fabio Capello, once claimed 100 words were all he needed to communicate 
with his players. As World Cup fever strikes, Oliver Pritchard takes a look at some football specific vocabulary. 

WoRDS To USE MoRE: 

To foul
To break the rules.  Often used in the 
passive, for example: James was fouled.  
Synonyms: to bring/hack down (to kick a 
player to the floor); to handle (an outfield 
player using his hands).

To be booked / to be carded / 
to get your name in the book
When a player is given a yellow card by 
the referee.  Almost always in the passive.  
A red card means the player is sent off/
given an early bath.

To be offside
In an incorrect position (when an attack-
ing player is closer to the opposing team’s 
goal-line at the moment the ball is passed 
to him or her than the last defender apart 
from the goalkeeper).  Players are either a 
mile offside or only a hair’s width offside.

Goalkeeper/goalie/keeper 
(Ospina): The player who 
protects the goal. He can 
use his hands in his special 
16 meter box

Central defenders/centre-
backs/centre-halves/
sweepers (Yepes/Zapata): 
Players who play in the 
defence, in the centre.  A 
sweeper is similar, but plays 
further back

Central midfielders (Aguilar/
Guarín): Players who cover 
the middle part of the pitch.

Full backs/left OR right 
backs/wing backs (Armero/
Zuñiga): Players who play 
on the side of defence.  
Wing backs are usually 
more aggressive and 
involved in offensive play

Forwards/strikers (Falcao/
Bacca/Teo): Players who 
score goals

Wingers/inside forwards 
(Ibarbo): Players who are 
on the sides (wings) of the 
attack.  Inside Forwards 
play more centrally, 
Wingers more on the 
outside

Attacking midfielders/
number 10s/players ‘in the 
hole’ (James/Cuadrado): 
Players who connect the 
midfield and attackers

Defensive midfielders/
watercarriers / anchormen 
(Sánchez/Mejía): Players 
that protect the defence

The referee/ref: Enforces 
the rules. Has a whistle, 
red and yellow cards and a 
spray. What, a spray? A little 
spray to mark a spot on the 
pitch where the next action, 
usually a free kick, should 
take place

The Referee’s Assistants/
Linesmen: They help the 
ref to make decisions, 
especially about offside

Substitute/Sub: The twelve 
players who are sitting 
on the bench waiting to 
replace a starting player, 
unfortunately maximum 
three of them can come on

The Manager (Pekerman): 
The person who manages 
and trains the team

Verbs for football

adjectives for players

To win / to triumph
To score more goals than the other team, 
for example Colombia won 5-0 in Buenos 
Aires in 1993. Note: NOT gain. The prep-
osition for win is against: Colombia won 
against Chile in Santiago in 2013.

To defeat (object)
To win against (object). For example 
Brasil defeated Croatia 3-1.

To knock out / eliminate
To defeat a team after the group stage. For 
example, Cameroon knocked out Colom-
bia in 1990.

To lose
To score fewer goals than the other team, 
for example Colombia lost 2-0 (against 
England in 1998).

To shoot / to strike / to fire a 
shot / to lamp it / to twat it one
To kick the ball at the goal.

To pass
A kick of the ball from one player to anoth-
er. Barcelona pass the ball a lot.

A cross
A pass from the side of the pitch into the 
penalty box.

A header
When a player hits the ball with his head. 
yepes heads the ball well.

To volley
To kick the ball before it touches the 
ground. Falcao missed a volley against 
Venezuela.

To draw/to tie
A match that has no winner or loser. Co-
lombia drew 3-3 with Chile in Barran-
quilla.

To score (a goal)
To put the ball in the net. Lots and lots 
of synonyms for players scoring: put it 
away/stick it in the back of the net/put it 
in the onion bag/tuck it into the net.

To concede
When the other team scores. David 
Ospina does not concede many goals.

To kick
To hit something, or somebody, with your 
foot. In football, the players kick the ball.

LEvEL: ADvAnCED

LEvEL: (PRE-intERMEDiAtE ) 
/ intERMEDiAtE

These players often make a 
nuisance of themselves or 

get stuck in by making many 
challenges.  

a diver.  No one likes to see that, so you 
should shout “you fell over” at him.
The referee volunteers his time so that the 
game can function.  He is rewarded for 
this by being called blind, the bastard in 
the black and many other cheery insults 
not suitable for a family publication.  
Goalkeepers are normally eccentric and 
if they make lots of mistakes, dodgy.  
These mistakes are called howlers if they 
lead to an opportunity.
Defenders are usually tough, and often 
good in the air.  Defenders that take a 
long time to turn have the turning circle 
of a battleship.  Defenders that foul a lot 
like to let the opponent know he’s there.  
If defenders stop a forward playing well 

they have him in their pocket. Under 
pressure, defenders will always kick it 
into row Z, ie off the pitch.  When they 
try to pass direct to the attackers it is long 
ball football or route one and they are 
hoofing it.

Well-organised midfielders are midfield 
generals and if they have a lot of energy 
box-to-box players or midfield dyna-
mos.  These players often make a nui-
sance of themselves or get stuck in by 
making many challenges.  Players like 
James are playmakers or dictate play.  

Wingers and forwards are usually tricky 
if they are small, or a real handful if 
they’re big.  Wingers often have to beat 
their man and put it in the mixer.  They 
often have sweet left feet if they’re skilful 
and a foot like a traction engine if they’re 
powerful.  After scoring, they’ll usually be 
over the moon.  Scoring from close range 
is a tap in and from long range a scream-
er, thunderbastard, pearler or howitzer.
And remember - it’s a game of two 
halves, an expression referring to the fact 
that a football match can change unex-
pectedly over 90 minutes, and especially 
between the first half and second half of 
the match.  And anything can happen...
as Sir Purple Nose Ferguson once said 
“football – bloody hell.” 

LEvEL: BEGinnER

/bogotapost @bogotapost

Bogota’s most authentic pub

The best craft beer in town  
(according to our customers)
10 single malt whiskys
Fish and chips, bangers and mash 
and home-made burgers
2 x 1 on selected cocktails 4-7pm 
Monday - Thursday and all  
Saturaday nighT

Just 15 minutes from 
Chapinero
Nearest transmilenio 
station Avenida Rojas

britannia.com.co 
calle 26 no 69b 53  
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Kelley Crites, from the USA, in 
Bogota

Where have you been and what 
have you been doing?  

I have been living in Bogota for the past 4 
years working as an English teacher, most 
recently at Universidad EAN. 
The best thing has definitely been all 
the people I have met. Colombians 
(and expats here as well) are very open, 
welcoming and so much fun. I probably 
have more friends here than I do back in 
the US! 
And the worst? 

The worst thing would be dealing with any 
sort of Colombian bureaucracy - getting 

visas, the bank, 
mobile phone 
contracts, la no-
taria, etc. Long 
lines and so 
much (unneces-
sary) paperwork!
Tell us about 
a hidden 
treasure from where you have 
been living.

The best place to go out is Latora 4 Brazos. 
A unique and funny bar is Mi Tierrita 
in Plaza Lourdes, and good vegetarian 
almuerzos and pastries are at Felipan, all 
in Chapinero (Calle 51 #9). 

Christopher Outlaw, from the 
UK, in Bogota

Where have you been and what 
have you been doing? 

I have been living in Bogota for two 
years, working as an English teaching 
assistant and teacher at two universities: 
Minuto de Dios and Colegio Mayor de 
Cundinamarca.
The best thing about Colombia is the 
people, their vivacity, warmth, and in 
particular their pride in their country 
and their collective desire for progress. 
The astonishing geographical and cultur-
al diversity is also very special. 
The worst things about Colombia are the 
cheese (no flavour) and the bread (too 
soft and too sweet).
What advice would you give to a 
newcomer?

It’s good to take care of yourself, but 
don’t be overly cautious. Some people, 
even having taken the decision to come 
here, let Colombia’s reputation get to 

them and 
hardly leave 
their house. 
Tell us  
about a 
hidden  
treasure 
from where 
you have 
been living.

In Bogota, the ‘humedales’ are often 
overlooked. These are park-like nature 
reserves around lakes. They are cleaner, 
calmer, and safer than some of many of 
the other public parks. 
What will you miss the most?

All my awesome friends, cheap food 
(especially the incredible range of exotic 
fruit), reggaetón (and other types of Co-
lombian music), seeing the mountains 
(Cerros Orientales) every day.

Emily lodge, from the UK, in 
Barranquilla

Where have you been and what 
have you been doing?

I was living in Barranquilla, on the Car-
ibbean coast of Colombia, and working 
in Universidad del Norte as an English 
assistant with the British Council.
The best thing was just the general atmos-
phere; Barranquilla is a mix of everything. 
It’s Colombian, Caribbean, Latino, and 
even Americanized to an extent! you 
never know what you’re going to get and 
it’s always a surprise! 
The machista attitude is very strong and 
I found that my lowest points during 
the year were exacerbated by the fact I 

couldn’t walk 
down the street 
without being 
cat-called.
What ad vice 
would you 
give to a  
newcomer?

Have PATIENCE. 
I had to learn to relax so much during this 
year - if I hadn’t I probably would have 
killed somebody at some point. 
Overall I will miss the relaxed pace of life, 
and also the sun and Caribbean atmos-
phere that come with it. Strangely, the 
things I will miss are also the things that 
have annoyed me most this last year. 

Drew hickling, from the UK, in 
Tunja

Where have you been and what 
have you been doing?

During my time in Colombia I have 
been working as an English Language 
Assistant in the Universidad Pedagógica 
y Tecnológica de Colombia.
The best thing for me was really getting 
to know the campesino life, Boyacá is 
often ignored or skipped over in terms of 
tourism but it is vital for many agricul-
tural products, especially for Bogota.
And the worst?

The worst thing about Colombia is sopa 

de menudencias 
(a type of offal 
soup). Just no.
Tell us about 
a hidden 
treasure 
from wher-
ever you 
have been 
living

During the dry season (December – 
March) I recommend visiting the water-
falls in Tunja with a group of friends. It’s 
the perfect place to have a picnic or even 
a barbecue if you are willing to carry one 
there.

Emily Robinson, from the UK, in 
Cali

Where have you been and what 
have you been doing?

For the past 10 and a half months I have 
been living in Colombia’s salsa capital, 
Cali. I came to Colombia in July 2013 as 
part of the British Council English Lan-
guage Assistant program.
The best thing about my time here is 
undoubtedly the number of friendly, gen-
erous, and kind Colombians I have met.
And the worst?

The worst part about my time in Colombia 
was the period at the beginning when I 
struggled to find my feet and questioned 

myself if I’d 
done the right 
thing; leaving a 
job, a boy-
friend, friends 
and family 
to follow this 
dream of living 
in Colombia.
What will you miss the most?

What I will miss most about Cali are the 
friends I have made, the easy going life, 
and of course, the salsa. But it has been the 
single best year of my life and I wouldn’t 
change a thing!

Kelsey Austin-King, from the 
USA, in Bogota

Where have you been and what have 
you been doing?  

 I’ve been in Bogota teaching English 
through Fulbright, a program of the US 
Department of State.
What advice would you give to a 
newcomer?

Unlike in most Spanish speaking coun-
tries, the phrase “Qué pena!” means “I’m 
sorry,” not “What a shame.” Knowing this 
will help you avoid a lot of confusion, for 
example when someone steps on your 
foot on the bus. 
Tell us about a hidden treasure? 

The bakery 
Árbol del Pan 
(Calle 66 bis # 4) 
in the neigh-
bourhood of 
Chapinero Alto 
in Bogota. They 
make delicious 
pastries and 
great coffee and 
offer a cute, quiet place to get together 
with friends or read a book.
What will you miss the most?

I will miss the energy of the city when I 
go back to the US. Even though Bogota is 
polluted and disorganised, I love walking 
everywhere and feeling the heartbeat of 
the people and the place on the street.
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Chao Colombia!
outgoing expats share their fond – and not so fond – memories of Colombia with Steven Grattan



June 17 - July 5, 2014

18 lISTINGS

www.thebogotapost.com

June 17 - July 5, 2014

19lISTINGS

It’s that time of year again when we get to 
marvel at flourescent costumes, eccentric 
floats and be part of one of the most fun 
celebrations in the city. yes, Gay Pride 
Bogota is coming soon.
LGBT related events take place in Colom-
bia and all over the world in the month 
of July. And it’s not all just about zany 
costumes and glitter.
Miguel Barriga, Director of Corporacion 
Red Somos, an NGO based in the Cande-
laria that works specifically on the promo-
tion and education of LGBT rights says, “It’s 
not just a celebration for the gay and LGBT 
community, but a carnival for everyone to 
enjoy and a day where the public can show 
their support and concerns for the LGBT 
community.”
The parade is organised annually by various 

groups within the LGBT community and is 
also supported by the Government.
Barriga told The Bogota Post that each year 
the groups come up with a political aspect 
to work around for the parade. This year 
the theme is Peace Culture, in relation to 
the ongoing peace process between the 
government and FARC guerrillas.
“Each year it is getting bigger and more 
popular. We had between 30 and 35,000 
participants last year. A lot of people come 
along to watch the show and to see the col-
ourful floats and costumes,” Barriga said.
However, the NGO director added that 
during the run-up to the parade there tends 
to be some anger towards the LGBT com-
munity from other sectors of society. `
These are mainly in the form of threats 
from the Colombian neo-Nazi group ‘Ter-
cera Fuerza’ and protests by traditionalist 
Christian groups. 

But on Parade day there is usually no 
trouble, so get your rainbow flag out and at 
the ready.
The official march will take place at 1pm on 
June 29 setting off from Parque Nacional 
(calle 36 #7), right up to Plaza Bolivar in 
the city centre. 
Look out full coverage from the parade and 
more on the LGBT community in Bogota 
in our next edition. 
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CUlTURE 
Swedish Film: Regretters
Dir. Marcus Lindeenn, 2010. A 
moving documentary about 
two Danish men who meet for 
the first time to talk about a 
shared regret: their sex change 
operations. The conversation 
highlights their desire to find 
themselves in a confusing world, 
where life is not what they had 
always dreamt it would be. 
Mikael had his surgery in the 
mid-90s, while Orlando was one 
of the first people to undergo 
the operation in Sweden in 
the 60s. Winner of the Judge’s 
Prize at Hamburg’s International 
Festival of Queer Cinema and 
Best Documentary at Queer 
Lisbon.
Cafe OMA Parque de la 93
Calle 93a #12-55 - 6400215
6:00 PM
Free

Brazilian Dance Workshop
Learn about the history and 
traditions of Afro-Brazilian music 
and dancing, try your hand at 
capoeira and lose yourself in the 
rhythm of Brazil.
Biblioteca Publica las Ferias
Carrera 69 #73-29 - 3790170
10:00 AM
Free

Design Workshop for Children
Children will learn about the 
history of World Cup mascots 
before moulding them for 
themselves. A great opportunity 
to have fun, meet other children, 
be creative and develop artistic 
skills.
Biblioteca Publica Puente 
Aranda Nestor Forero
10:00 AM
Free

Cello Recital
Colombian cellist Juan Camilo 
Gomez Lizarazu (accompanied 
by Jose David Acosta on 
piano) will play scores by Bach, 
Debussy, Dvorak and Ginastera.
Museo Nacional
Carrera 7 # 28-66
12:30 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Brazilian Dance Workshop
Learn about the history and 
traditions of Afro-Brazilian music 
and dancing, try your hand at 
capoeira and lose yourself in the 
rhythm of Brazil.
Biblioteca Publica las Ferias
Carrera 69 #73-29 - 3790170
10:00 AM
Free

En Construccion: A 
Documentary
Dir.: Jose Luis Guerin, 2001. 
In a popular Barcelona 
neighbourhood, plans to build a 
new high-rise apartment block 
raise questions about urban 
development and its effect on 
us. Winner of the Special Judge’s 
Prize at the San Sebastian Festival 
as well as the Goya Prize for Best 
Documentary.
Museo Nacional
Carrera 7 # 28-66
3:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Free Dance Classes
Learn how to dance chachacha 
and boogaloo with Nicolas 
Carreño and Caterine Estrada.
Centro Cultural Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez
Calle 11 #5-60
10:30 AM
Free

The Wizard of Oz
An adaptation of the classic 
children’s story, full of colour, 
imagination, music and dancing.
Teatro Santafe
Calle 57 #17-13
3:00 PM
Children $18,500, Adults $22,500

Cultura Alimentaria y 
Conservacion de Bosques
Every Sunday in June, the 
Botanical Gardens will offer 
a guided family-friendly walk 
through some of the gardens’ 
various sections, with activities 
focused on creating awareness 
about the importance of 
protecting the ecosystem.
Botanical Gardens
Calle 63 #68-95
1:00 PM
Price of entry to the gardens. 
Adults $2,700, children $1,400

NIGHTlIFE 
Pasabordo - charity concert
Enjoy some  of the finest cumbia 
music of the moment in the 
knowledge that all proceeds from 
ticket sales go to helping sick 
children, through the Fundacion 
Angiopediatra.
Gaira Cafe Cumbia house
Cra 13 #96-11
7:30 PM
From $30,000

Gringo Tuesdays
The largest language and cultural 
exchange in Bogota, every 
Tuesday from 5pm to 9pm. After 
party from 9pm with DJs. 2x1 
beers from 5-10pm.
la villa
Carrera 14a #83-56
5:00 PM
Free before 9, $15,000 thereafter

NIGHTlIFE (cont)
Sexteto Tabalá
Formed in the 1930s, Sexteto 
Tabalá is perhaps one of the most 
significant groups representing 
the country’s Afro-Colombian 
culture. Their Palenque-
influenced sound is an exquisite 
mix of Cuban rhythms and 
various Caribbean beats. It also 
contains a number of funerary 
traditions from Congo and 
Angola - Sexteto Tabalá is seen as 
more than just music, in fact it is 
a cultural institution celebrating 
important rituals and customs.
Casa de Citas
Carrera 3 #13-35
9:00 PM
$15,000

Daniel Melingo
One of the most well-known 
contemporary tango artists, 
Daniel Melingo’s music includes 
influences from various Western 
artists, including Tom Waits 
and Nick Cave. In 2009 he was 
nominated for a Latin Grammy 
for his album ‘Maldito Tango”.
Teatro Jorge Eliecer Gaitan
Carrera 7 #22-47
8:00 PM
From $35,000

Killer Band
Live music at La Hamburgueseria. 
Burgers, beer and music.
la hamburgueseria de la 85
Calle 85 #12-49
8:00 PM
Free

1280 Almas
One of Colombia’s most 
important Latin rock bands, who 
attended Rock al Parque in 2012, 
take to the stage once more with 
their brand of alternative punk 
rock with a Colombian twist.
Cafe Terra Bar
Carrera 72 #48-18
9:00 PM
TBC

la Fete de la Musique
Latino Power gives you its usual 
dose of afro/tropical/funk music 
with the special collaboration 
of Colombian DJ Buena Vibra. 
A dedicated promoter of 
Colombian music, he has set up 
numerous groups and record 
labels in support of local music. 
Since 2006 he has been based in 
Dijon, France, taking on several 
festivals throughout Europe.
latino Power
Calle 58 #13-88
9:00 PM
$8,000

Tribute to hector lavoe
Lovers of good music and good 
dancing should head to this 
Hector Lavoe tribute by Conjunto 
Moderno.
Aguanile El Norte de la Salsa
Carrera 15 #93-37
 9:00 PM
 
Billares londres
Legendary Friday nights 
continue at Billares with DJ sets 
from Sabriel Ganabria, Pao C, 
Armandito and others.
Billares londres
Carrera 7 #21-94
9:00 PM
$40,000 

NIGHTlIFE
Wopen Projekt Open Mic Night
Every two months, four singers, 
bands, DJs or musicians will be 
invited to take part in the Wopen 
Projekt to showcase their talents. 
To sign up for the first Wopen 
Projekt, send a short description 
of your project and an example 
of your work to wopen@
origamimag.com
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
7:00 PM Free
Ache Sonora
Traditional Salsa music from local 
Bogota band. The Mejia Rojas 
brothers have spent more than 
15 years playing, contributing 
to various musical projects and 
tweaking their sound. Ache 
Sonora, nominated in 2012 for 
a Salsa Music Award, they are 
guaranteed to get you off your 
feet and onto the dancefloor.
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
8:00 PM $10,000

NIGHTlIFE
Kora Karuna
This multicultural, multi-
disciplinary music project 
brings together some of the 
most interesting elements of 
various musical styles to create 
a truly unique, universal blend 
of sounds. ‘Kora’ is the name of 
the African harp on which the 
songs are originally played, while 
Karuna is a Buddhist concept 
meaning ‘universal compassion’. 
A celebration of diversity and 
unity at the same time, this 
wandering troupe is made 
up of artists from Colombia, 
Paraguay and the United States, 
who have spent a decade 
travelling around the Americas, 
adopting new styles and sounds 
and integrating them with the 
existing songs. Their innovative 
musical performances include 
original songs in English and 
Spanish, theatrical interventions, 
improvisation, stories and poetry.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
8:00 PM
$5,000

NIGHTlIFE 
Quiebra Canto
Bogota’s renowned salsa venue, 
the springboard for numerous 
local bands, including La 33, 
opens up to a variety of musical 
genres on Wednesdays. As 
the foreigners flock through 
its doors, the DJs spin some 
of the best in funk, soul and 
jazz sounds. With a bit of salsa 
thrown in for good measure.
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
9:00 PM
$10,000

Bvfalo and Ucros
Wednesdays in June are 
reserved for showcasing 
emerging local bands. After 
considering over 50 projects, 
Armando chose a handful to 
play a variety of musical styles.
Armando Records
Calle 85 #14-46
9:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Goles a la violencia
Esteban Reyes discusses the 
role that football has played in 
creating identity and confronting 
conflict
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
4:00 PM
Free

Cineclub
Plata Quemada. Dir.: Marcelo 
Piñeyro. A group of delinquents 
in 1956 plan to hijack a truck 
filled with money. The events 
that follow are inextricably linked 
to the rocky love affair between 
two of the protagonists.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
6:30 PM
Free

Conference: Propiedad 
intelectual y Publicidad en 
Entornos Digitales
This fascinating and informative 
conference will be hosted by 
Andres Izquierdo, a lawyer 
specialising in intellectual 
property law, as well as the 
Rep-Grey advertising agency 
and Heather Neisworth, a social 
media consultant for the US 
State Department under Hilary 
Clinton. The conference will 
deal with legal questions in 
traditional forms of advertising, 
the challenges provided 
by social media and new 
technology, brand protection 
in digital spheres, legal issues 
when advertising through social 
media and mobile technology in 
a globalised world.
Edificio Torres Unidas, Auditorio 
Principal
Carrera 9 #113-52
7:00 PM
Free

Conference: Global Shapers
A talk by Daniel Buritica about 
social innovation and innovators 
in Colombia.
Cafe OMA Parque de la 93
Calle 93a #12-55 - 6400215
6:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Swedish Film: For You, Naked
Dir. Sara Broos, 2012. The main 
character in this documentary is 
Lars Lerin, one of Scandinavia’s 
most renowned contemporary 
artists. After a variety of 
addictions, he decides to 
dedicate himself to finding love. 
This unconventionally romantic 
movie sees the protagonist 
meet a Brazilian dancer online 
before inviting her to Sweden, 
where cultural differences, 
language problems, a marked 
age gap and doubts from the 
artist himself demonstrate the 
inevitable highs and lows of a 
relationship between two people 
from completely different 
backgrounds. Winner of the 
2012 Dragon Prize for Best 
Swedish Documentary at the 
Gothenburg Film Festival.
Secretaria Distrital de la Mujer
Carrera 10a #90a-21
2:00 PM
Free

Scientific discussion: 
Astronomy
ASTROBLAA is a project 
designed to educate people in 
astronomy and science. This 
week’s session, ‘The Life of 
Stars’, will include discussions of 
some of the most notable works 
in this field.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
4:00 PM
Free

Franco-latin American 
literature Club
‘Latin American authors in 
France’: Focusing on five Latin 
American writers and their 
influence on and relationship 
with France, the session will 
be led by Dr. Alberto Bejarano, 
a literature professor at the 
Javeriana University. It starts 
with a discussion of the young 
Bogotano poet, Jose Asuncion 
Silva, who moved to Paris in 
the late 19th century, before a 
description of the role played by 
Cesar Vallejo, Julio Cortazar and 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, before 
finishing with the Peruvian 
novelist, Julio Ramon Ribeyro, 
who spent more than half of his 
life in Paris.
French Embassy
Carrera 11 #93-12
6:00 PM

NIGHTlIFE
DJ Buena vibra
Renowned Franco-Colombian 
DJ, Buena Vibra, brings his own 
brand of afro/disco/funk/tropical 
music to Bogota. With heavy 
Colombian influences, Buena 
Vibra mixes cumbia with sounds 
from the Pacific and Caribbean.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
8:00 PM
$5,000

Mango
Get down to funky reggae beats
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
8:00 PM
$10,000

Summer Nights
Dress to impress at Levels Bar, 
where they will get you in the 
mood for sunshine with their 
Summer Nights party.
levels Bar
9:00 PM
Ladies free before 10

DJ Johnny house in
Co-founder of Summerland 
Festival and one of Latin 
America’s most influential DJs 
and producers, Johnny House-In 
takes to one of Theatron’s many 
stages. Also featuring DJ Webs.
Theatron
9:00 PM
TBC

la Mera Arrabalera
Arrabalera music with electronic 
influences and a unique, 
alternative sound
Courtyard Bar
Carrera 10a #69-41
7:00 PM
TBC

NIGHTlIFE
Tribu Barhu
Celebrate Father’s Day in style with 
some delightful champeta sounds.
Gaira Cafe Cumbia house
7:00 PM
 
Gaylord Flash Back
Billares Londres’ somewhat 
tastelessly-named gay night is a 
great way to celebrate the festivo, 
whatever your sexual preference. 
The venue’s famed sound system 
will play host to sets by Malaka, 
Nina Demonio, Mao Fonnegra, 
Marlo Love Trap and more.
Billares londres
Carrera 7 #21-94
9:00 PM
$25,000

CUlTURE
la Jugaretta
Let your childish side out and 
test your talent for games, prizes 
guaranteed. Darts, pub quiz 
and rana amongst others. Sign 
up by sending your details to 
vocesconsentidos@gmail.com
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
4:00 PM
Free
Mercado de Colores
Artists and art students run 
workshops with children and 
youngsters, encouraging them 
to explore the market and bring 
its colours to life.
Mercado Campesino y Popular 
Parque Floralia
Transversal 68c #31 sur - Free

CUlTURE (cont)
Fiesta de la Musica
Two groups take to the stage at 
this music festival. La Revuelta 
plays urban marimba music, 
mixing traditional Pacific jungle 
sounds with rock, hip-hop and 
other rhythms from the urban 
jungle. Caperooza’s sound 
is eclectic electronic music, 
with plenty of loops, samples, 
distorted guitar riffs and a 
powerful voice.
Centro Cultural Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez
Calle 11 #5-60
1:00 PM
Free

Tango Workshop
Characterised as an elegant art 
form, which plays with the ideas 
of sensitivity and strength, tango 
is at the same time beautiful 
and aggressive. Whether or not 
you have tango experience, 
this workshop will allow you to 
explore this stunning musical 
genre.
Teatro varasanta
Carrera 15 bis #39-39
4:00pm - 7:30 PM
Individuals $15,000, couples 
$25,000

NIGHTlIFE (cont)
la Region with Eder Polo
Thursdays in Matildelina are 
reserved for Colombian artists. 
Eder Polo, who previously 
worked with Carlos Vives, joins 
forces with La Region to bring 
you traditional Colombian 
sounds.
Matildelina
Calle 81 #11-34
8:00 PM
$20,000

Salsa Karaoke
It’s all in the name really. Every 
Thursday in Aguanile there is 
a karaoke night with a strong 
emphasis on salsa classics.
Aguanile El Norte de la Salsa
Carrera 15 #93-37
5:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE (cont)
El Casado Cas Quiere
A hilarious, brilliantly-written 
play by French playwright Pierre 
Griffon, it tells the story of a 
happily married couple who, one 
day, decide that they are going 
to be unfaithful. It follows their 
paths and their mistakes using 
humour and playfulness and a 
lively and energetic script.
Teatro la Carrera
Carrera 13 #61-24
8:00 PM
$30,000

la hora del cuento: el placer de 
leer con niños
In keeping with the World Cup 
spirit, there will be readings of 
football stories for children.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
11:30 AM, 12:30 PM and 3:00PM

We want to give 
you the most 
comprehensive 
listings possible - 
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Gustavo Germano: Ausencias
Inspired by the stories of the thousands 
of people disappeared under Argentina’s 
military dictatorship from 1976-1983, 
this series of photos throws into relief 
the absence of family members through 
putting old family portraits side-by-side 
with recreations shot with the surviving 
members. A moving demonstration of 
the effects of Argentina’s Dirty War. The 
artist has personal ties to the stories, as 
his older brother Eduardo was reported 
disappeared during the dictatorship. 
Centro Cultural Gabriel Garcia 
Márquez- Calle 11#5-60
Until June 23: Free

Stephen Ferry: Telas de la resistencia 
Saharaui’
An exhibition showing the cultural 
resistance of the people of the Sahara. 
Photographer Stephen Ferry focuses 
on the Sahari’s traditional dress to 
demonstrate their cultural integrity 
in the face of adversity and massive 
displacement. The photographs are 
printed on canvas and hand sewn 
to integrate touch with the visual 
experience. 
Museo de Trajes, Calle 10#6-18
9am-4pm- until July 19: 
Free

Camilo leyva and Eulalia de 
valdenebro: ‘Maquina’ y ‘Nativas 
Foráneas’
Two installations, one in the Odeon 
space and one in the garden. Leyva’s 
piece uses the emblematic Teatro 
Popular as inspiration to create a series 
of sculptures from scrap material and 
wood. Valdenebro’s ‘Nativas Foráneas’ 
constructs a living sculpture in the 
Odeon gardens, from the species that 
lived in the savannah before trees 
invaded the city. 
Espacio Odeón
Carrera 5#12c-73
Tuesday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 
Saturday 1pm to 4pm
Until June 21

Juan Manuel Echavarría- Requiem N.N
An exhibition to pay tribute to victims 
of forced disappearances. About the 
people of Puerto Berrio, Antioquia, 
who choose to look after the tomb of 
an NN (unnamed people whose bodies 
are recovered from the Magdalena 
River.) Part of a series of exhibitions to 
commemorate the victims. 
Centro de Memoria, Paz y 
Reconciliación- 
Until Sunday July 27
Free

oN NoW PaINT THE ToWN PINK
STEvEN GRATTAN

After last edition’s preview article, I had to 
go and check out the, uh, fun and games 
at the festival de BDSM/Fetish Colombia 
2014. 
Held at LatinPower (near Boogaloo), there 
were plenty of shops selling all kinds of 
clothes, from corsets to full-on gas masks. 
Corsets and bras with studded cups were 
particularly popular, it seemed. Also avail-

able were proper rope sets and a fearsome 
selection of sex toys, from dildos to simple 
furry handcuffs. Most items were availa-
ble for ‘road-testing’ and everything was 
explained where necessary – often in scary 
detail!
A modest selection of art was exhibit-
ed, straddling the line between art and 
porn, erotic without being explicit, and 
always provocative and sensual. Kinksters 
wandered the room in various stages of 
undress, from the fully leather-clad to the 
stark naked. Despite this, the atmosphere 
was strangely welcoming and inclusive. In 
the chill-out area opposite the bar, slaves 
obediently knelt before mistresses to 
worship at their feet while bondage experts 
swapped ideas for trying out techniques.
A few demonstrations were held, from 
dominatrixes showing how to flog a 
submissive correctly, and not like a dead 
horse, to a full suspension exhibition by the 

famous Lady Zunga. Subjects were taken 
and bound extensively and unremittingly, 
before being attached to a giant hook and 
hoisted into the air, horizontal to the floor 
and fully immobile. From the ecstatic grins 
on their faces, this was clearly a high in 
more ways than one.
At the end of the night, people slunk off 
to various afterparties, some private and 
some to the ‘official’ after party crashing 
the Electronica party in Index Finger. I 
managed to get hold of organiser Oscar 
Tamayo, who told me, “I’m happy. Nearly 
200 attendees, and also this new venue is 
a big step up from the last one. No empty 
space, everything closer together and more 
play. I’m very confident for the future, every 
day we have more people at events.”
So there you have it – if you’re interested 
in what you see, the next ‘Munch’ (kinky 
meeting) will be July 12 at Bar Urania, on 
Carrera 10A # 70-24.

I WalKED oN THE WIlD SIDE
FRED ElliS

Four young artists question representations 
of the cosmos through a conceptual stair-
way to the stars in the Galeria de Santa Fe.
Situated a few blocks from one of Bogotá’s 
most important historic spots, the Chorro 
de Quevedo, the Galeria de Santa Fe 
currently displays the work of four artists 
entitled “Cielo Bajo Tierra” in an exhibition 
open until June 19. 
The gallery belongs to IDARTES (Instituto 
Distrital de las Artes de Bogota) and is 
currently housed in the La Catedral area 
of Candelaria. Created in 1981, the Santa 
Fe gallery used to be part of the spheri-

cal building of the Planetario and aims 
to promote the work of young artists of 
the city through a series of artistic grants 
and scholarships. It also hosts workshops 
and conferences related to the exhibitions 
in order to create dialogues between the 
artists and their audience. 
As you enter the large door of the gallery, 
white walls followed by a path going up 
to the first exhibition room function as an 
invitation to wander around with your head 
in the clouds. The title of the exhibition, 
“Cielo Bajo Tierra”, reflects its purpose: 
to represent the sky from Earth, from our 
human perspective and with elements from 
our concrete reality. The artists use various 
techniques to explore this, including draw-
ings, installations and sculptures.
Roofless, the first room, houses the works 
of David Peña and Camilo Parra. A guide 
is waiting in the corner, ready to help you 
on your journey and give you clues about 
the artists’ conception. Camilo Parra 
offers a “Disección celeste” working with 
satellite-based images and his exhibition is 
composed of two series, “In–finitos” and 
“A imagen y semejanza”. The artist invites 
us to reflect on the commonly accepted 
representations of the cosmos that are, he 
argues, constructed and broadcast by the 
scientific community. David Peña also uses 
installations and reflects on human conven-
tions and commonly accepted discourses, 
starting with Pluto, the star which stopped 
being a planet in 2006.
The second- and much darker- room, dis-

plays the second part of the artistic instal-
lations of David Peña playing with images, 
lights and motion, and even inviting the 
Italian singer Rafaela Carrà. Also on show 
is “Excavar hasta llegar a las estrellas” by 
Lina Mazenett and David Quiroga, which 
terminates the journey. It displays two 
sculptures, inspired by a meteorite that fell 
to earth in Colombia in 1810 in Boyacá, a 
fragment of which you can see in Univer-
sidad Nacional. The sculptures use unusual 
material (butter and pitch) to represent 
with organic and man-made canvases an 
object coming from a timeless space.
The exhibition runs until the June 19  and 
provides an opportunity to escape from 
the hectic pace of city life into the relaxing 
world of the stars. 
Galería Santa Fe 
La Candelaria 
Cra. 9.ª n.° 8-30. Bogotá. 
Tel.: 379-5750 ext. 334. 
Admission free
Workshops and information: https://www.
facebook.com/GerenciadeArtesPlastica-
syVisuales

THoUGHTS oN THE UNIVERSE
AlExANDRA DUChêNE
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WED 
JUN 25

NIGHTlIFE
Quiebra Canto
Bogota’s renowned salsa venue, 
the starting point for numerous 
local bands, including La 33, 
opens up to a variety of musical 
genres on Wednesdays. As the 
foreigners flock through its 
doors, the DJs spin some of 
the best in funk, soul and jazz 
sounds. With a bit of salsa thrown 
in for good measure.
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
8:00 PM
$10,000

Buseta Blues
This Villavicencio-born band was 
the first in the city to play blues 
rock music. They are constantly 
looking to reinvent and update 
their musical style, experimenting 
with new sounds and rhythms all 
the time, guranteeing a unique 
concert every time they play.
Teatro libelula
Carrera 19 #51-69
8:00 PM
 
Sick Gemini and los hotpants
Armando rounds off its circuit 
for emerging local bands with 
music from Sick Gemini and Los 
Hotpants.
Armando Records
Calle 85 #14-46
9:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Asi volvimos al mundial
The author Federico Arango 
relives Colombia’s participation 
in previous FIFA World Cups and 
analyses the significance of the 
current crop of players and their 
qualification for Brazil 2014.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
4:00 PM
Free

THU 
JUN 26

FRI 
JUN 27

SaT 
JUN 28

SUN 
JUN 29

WED 
JUN 25

THU 
JUN 26

FRI 
JUN 27

NIGHTlIFE
Domingo de Sancocho y 
vallenato
You can’t get much more 
Colombian than sancocho and 
vallenato. Cure your Sunday 
hangover with a delicious soup 
while taking in some delightful 
vallenato strains.
Matildelina
Calle 81 #11-34
 
Gay Pride Closing Party
Theatron rounds off its Gay Pride 
weekend in style with a massive 
closing party and a live show.
Theatron
Calle 58 #10-32 - 2356879 - 
2354227
5:00 PM

CUlTURE 
Cultura Alimentaria y 
Conservacion de Bosques
Every Sunday in June, the 
Botanical Gardens will offer 
a guided family-friendly walk 
through some of the gardens’ 
various sections, with activities 
focused on creating awareness 
about the importance of 
protecting the ecosystem.
Botanical Gardens
Calle 63 #68-95
1:00 PM
Price of entry to the gardens. 
Adults $2,700, children $1,400

TUE 
JUN 24

NIGHTlIFE
Gringo Tuesdays
The largest language and cultural 
exchange in Bogota, every 
Tuesday from 5pm to 9pm. After 
party from 9pm with DJs. 2x1 
beers from 5-10pm.
la villa
Carrera 14a #83-56
5:00 PM
Free before 9, $15,000 thereafter

NIGHTlIFE 
San Pedrito
Matildelina’s Colombian 
Thursdays continue with a guest 
performance from Fronteras.
Matildelina
Calle 81 #11-34
 
live Bossa Nova
Enjoy a glass of wine or some 
French pastries and cheese as 
you take in some delightful bossa 
nova sounds in a wine cave. 
Live music, including a Brazilian 
singer, two Colombians (drums 
and piano) and an American 
(bass), in an intimate and unique 
venue, to be found tucked inside 
a castle in Chapinero Alto. You’re 
unlikely to find an event like this 
anywhere else in Colombia.
la Bonne Cave
Carrera 3 #74-32
8:00 PM
$10,000

Salsa Karaoke
It’s all in the name really. Every 
Thursday in Aguanile there is 
a karaoke night with a strong 
emphasis on salsa classics.
Aguanile El Norte de la Salsa
Carrera 15 #93-37
5:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE
Periodismo y Arte
A talk about the relationship 
between journalism and art by 
Olga Lucia Lozano.
Cafe OMA Parque de la 93
Calle 93a #12-55 - 6400215
6:00 PM
Free

Cafe lenguaje language 
Exchange
Every Wednesday, La Galeria 
419 holds a language exchange 
for anyone wishing to practice 
their foreign language skills. They 
aim to involve as many different 
languages as possible so drop 
by brush up on your foreign 
tongues.
la Galeria 419
Carrera 4 #19-56, 20th floor
5:30 PM
Free

Wednesday Night Cycling
Join hundreds of others on a 
bike ride around Bogota’s parks, 
cycle paths and gardens and help 
promote cycling in the city.
Departure: Calle 96 #10-57
6:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE (cont)
Swedish Film: Regretters
Dir. Marcus Lindeenn, 2010. A 
moving documentary about 
two Danish men who meet for 
the first time to talk about a 
shared regret: their sex change 
operations. The conversation 
highlights their desire to find 
themselves in a confusing world, 
where life is not what they had 
always dreamt it would be. Mikael 
had his surgery in the mid-90s, 
while Orlando was one of the 
first people to undergo the 
operation in Sweden in the 60s. 
Winner of the Judge’s Prize at 
Hamburg’s International Festival 
of Queer Cinema and Best 
Documentary at Queer Lisbon.
Secretaria Distrital de la Mujer
Carrera 10a #90a-21
2:00 PM
Free

Swedish Film: For You, Naked
Dir. Sara Broos, 2012. The main 
character in this documentary is 
Lars Lerin, one of Scandinavia’s 
most renowned contemporary 
artists. After a variety of 
addictions, he decides to 
dedicate himself to finding love. 
This unconventionally romantic 
movie sees the protagonist 
meet a Brazilian dancer online 
before inviting her to Sweden, 
where cultural differences, 
language problems, a marked 
age gap and doubts from the 
artist himself demonstrate the 
inevitable highs and lows of 
a relationship between two 
people from completely different 
backgrounds. Winner of the 2012 
Dragon Prize for Best Swedish 
Documentary at the Gothenburg 
Film Festival.
Panoptico Cine-Foro Casa de 
Ciudadania Sebastian Romero
Transversal 17a bis #36-74
6:00 PM, Free

NIGHTlIFE 
Salsa Night
Free Salsa class followed by 
live music from Enclave Latino. 
This Bogota-based band plays 
traditional salsa music with 
elements of contemporary Latin 
sounds.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
Salsa class 7:00PM, Enclave 
Latino 10:00 PM
Free entry to salsa class. Concert: 
$10,000 with a drink

Andy Gola & Cole Cole
Local artists playing live salsa 
music
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
8:00 PM
$10,000

Conjunto Tahona
Born in New York, with the aim 
of paying homage to the great 
Joe Arroyo, this (originally) 
nine-person salsa orchestra has 
rhythm in its veins. Traditional 
Latin sounds are amended and 
updated to give you a fresh feel 
for the classics.
Casa de Citas
Carrera 3 #13-35
9:00 PM
$10,000

lesbian Pride
Theatron kicks off its Gay Pride 
weekend with a celebration of 
lesbians, featuring a special set 
from DJ Quique and open bar 
all night.
Theatron
Calle 58 #10-32 - 2356879 - 
2354227
9:00 PM
$22,000 if you register 
beforehand at www.theatron.co

Billares londres
Yet more banging tunes from the 
good people at Billares, with sets 
by Passh!, Steven Guberek and 
Caceress.
Billares londres
Carrera 7 #21-94
9:00 PM
$40,000

NIGHTlIFE (cont)
“Spaced Out” by Odds N Ends
Odds N Ends is a project started 
by four Bogotanos, influenced 
by a variety of musical styles 
and their experiences in places 
such as Berlin, Barcelona and 
Buenos Aires. Predominantly 
playing a carefully-selected mix 
of deep house and techno, they 
aim to create an uninhibited 
environment and further help 
the advancement of Colombia’s 
electronica scene.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
4:00 PM
Free

vade Retro
Enjoy a night of funky Latin 
Groove music.
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
8:00 PM
$5,000

Summer Nights
Dress to impress at Levels Bar, 
where they will get you in the 
mood for sunshine.
levels Bar
Carrera 7 #72-41 Hilton Hotel
9:00 PM
Ladies free before 10

Gay Pride Party
Music from DJ Qveen Elektra 
continues Theatron’s weekend 
in celebration of gay pride. With 
eleven different ambiences 
playing a variety of musical styles, 
you’re sure to find something 
that tickles your tastebuds.
Theatron
Calle 58 #10-32 - 2356879 - 
2354227
9:00 PM
$30,000

Billares londres
The weekend continues at 
Billares with beats that will have 
your eardrums begging for more. 
DJ sets from Hernan Cayetano, 
Julio Victoria, Joseph and others.
Billares londres
Carrera 7 #21-94
9:00 PM
$40,000

CUlTURE 
International Coffee Day
Being in Colombia, it would 
be wrong not to celebrate 
International Coffee Day. With 
special books on the topic and 
surprises for those who attend.
Centro Cultural Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez
Calle 11 #5-60
All day
Free

Sport for the Spirit
Through simple exercises and a 
relaxed environment, strengthen 
your bones and muscles, while 
connecting with your inner spirit.
Biblioteca Publica Francisco 
Jose de Caldas
Carrera 92 #146c-24
3:00 PM
Free

luis Enrique Forero
This young guitarist leads 
contemporary ensembles and is 
faithful to traditional Colombian 
sounds.
Museo Nacional
Carrera 7 # 28-66
7:00 PM
Free

la hora del cuento: el placer de 
leer con niños
In keeping with the World Cup 
spirit, there will be readings of 
football stories for children.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
11:30 AM, 12:30 PM and 3:00PM
Free

Tango Workshop
Characterised as an elegant art 
form, which plays with the ideas 
of sensitivity and strength, tango 
is at the same time beautiful 
and aggressive. Whether or not 
you have tango experience, this 
will allow you to explore this 
stunning musical genre.
Teatro varasanta
Carrera 15 bis #39-39
4:00pm - 7:30 PM
Individuals $15,000, couples 
$25,000

TUE 
JUl 1

WED 
JUl 2

THU 
JUl 3

FRI 
JUl 4

SaT 
JUl 5

SaT 
JUl 5

SaT 
JUl 5

SUN 
JUl 6

MoN 
JUl 7

TUE 
JUl 8

NIGHTlIFE
Gringo Tuesdays
The largest language and cultural 
exchange in Bogota, every 
Tuesday from 5pm to 9pm. After 
party from 9pm with DJs. 2x1 
beers from 5-10pm.
la villa
Carrera 14a #83-56
5:00 PM
Free before 9, $15,000 thereafter

NIGHTlIFE
Quiebra Canto
Bogota’s renowned salsa venue, 
the starting point for numerous 
local bands, including La 33, 
opens up to a variety of musical 
genres on Wednesdays. As the 
foreigners flock through its doors, 
the DJs spin some of the best in 
funk, soul and jazz sounds. With 
a bit of salsa thrown in for good 
measure.
Quiebra Canto
Carrera 5 #17-76
$10,000

NIGHTlIFE
Pacha Rota
Growing in stature all the time, 
Pacha Rota will be showcasing 
their first album. WIth mystical 
and contemplative lyrics that deal 
mainly with social themes, the 
group has benefited from the 
contributions of various artists 
over the years, which has added 
to the richness of their sound, 
taking influences from hip-hop, 
R&B, Reggae and Raga.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
8:00 PM
Free

Jazz and Wine
With live music every Thursday, La 
Bonne Cave is the perfect place 
to enjoy some top-notch jazz, 
while sipping a glass of wine in 
unique surroundings, a cave that 
forms part of a castle. Playing a 
mix of traditional jazz, fusion jazz, 
funk and blues, Gustavo Hueje 
(drums), Alejandro Loaiza (piano) 
and Scott Figler (bass) make up 
one of the hottest jazz trios in 
Bogota right now.
Carrera 3 #74-32
8:00 PM
$10,000

Salsa Karaoke
It’s all in the name really. Every 
Thursday in Aguanile there is 
a karaoke night with a strong 
emphasis on salsa classics.
Aguanile El Norte de la Salsa
Carrera 15 #93-37
5:00 PM
Free

Robert Dietz
Frankfurt-born house DJ makes 
his way to Bogota for one night 
only to spin his unique style. 
Support from Cayetano and 
Julian Gomez.
Baum
Calle 33 #6-24
9:00 PM
$30,000

NIGHTlIFE
Clive henry
Bursting onto the scene as part of 
tribal house duo, Peace Division, 
the talented Londoner is now 
resident DJ at Circoloco in Ibiza, 
spinning minimal techno.
Baum
Calle 33 #6-24
9:00 PM
$30,000

NIGHTlIFE
Theatron
Saturday is party night at Bogota’s 
iconic Theatron, home to the 
city’s LGBT party scene. The 
enormous venue has 11 rooms all 
offering different musical styles.
Theatron
Calle 58 #10-32 - 2356879 - 
2354227
All you can drink $30,000

Dogmatik
Sneakpeak returns to Billares 
to celebrate the birthday of co-
founder La Femme. And what 
a birthday she has in store - UK 
label Dogmatik records will take 
on the main room, with the 
head of the label, Alex Arnout, 
headlining. With 20 years of 
experience in the music industry, 
he brings his own brand of house 
that has earned him plaudits in 
the UK and in many of Europe’s 
main venues. Famed artist James 
What will also play, while support 
comes from the likes of Third 
Culture, La Femme herself, Dave 
Gomez and Alejandro Lopez.
Billares londres
Carrera 7 #21-94
9:00 PM
Guest list before 1:00 AM 
$20,000 (send names to info@
sneakpeakproductions.com). All 
other tickets $40,00

NIGHTlIFE
Mandala Jazz Trio
Having played at Jazz al Parque in 
2012, the Mandala Jazz Trio have 
gained some recognition over the 
past couple of years with their 
own brand of Colombian jazz.
Casa de Citas
Carrera 3 #13-35
8:00 PM
$10,000

NIGHTlIFE
Dame Tu lengua language 
Exchange
Meet people from around the 
world and practice your Spanish, 
English, French or German. 
In association with Alliance 
Francaise and Instituto Goethe. 
Followed by alternative art 
exhibitions, traditional games and 
a banging Latin night.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
From 4:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Cineclub
Film to be confirmed.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
6:30 PM
Free

Cafe lenguaje language 
Exchange
Every Wednesday, La Galeria 
419 holds a language exchange 
for anyone wishing to practice 
their foreign language skills. They 
aim to involve as many different 
languages as possible so drop 
in for a visit to brush up on your 
foreign tongues.
la Galeria 419
Carrera 4 #19-56, 20th floor
5:30 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Cuando perder es ganar: 
verdades y mentiras en el fútbol
Well-known sports journalist 
Eduardo Arias talks about how 
football has evolved from a time 
without television, where reports 
were written texts, radio reports 
or first-hand descriptions, to a 
veritable explosion of images, 
videos and visual reports, 
something which he ` believes 
has damaged the sport.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
5:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE 
Origami launch - Brazilian Night
Origami is a magazine that keeps 
Bogotanos up-to-date with what’s 
happening in the cityz .
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
7:00 PM
Free

CUlTURE
Mercado de Colores
Artists and art students run 
workshops with children and 
youngsters, encouraging them to 
explore the market and bring its 
colours to life.
Mercado Campesino y Popular 
Parque Floralia
Transversal 68c #31 sur
Free

Arte al natural
Every Saturday, the botanical 
gardens puts on a workshop 
focused on art using recycled 
materials.
Botanical Gardens
Calle 63 #68-95
11:00 AM
Price of entry to the gardens. 
Adults $2,700, children $1,400

CUlTURE 
Cultura Alimentaria y 
Conservacion de Bosques
Every Sunday in June, the 
Botanical Gardens will offer 
a guided family-friendly walk 
through some of the gardens’ 
various sections, with activities 
focused on creating awareness 
about the importance of 
protecting the ecosystem.
Botanical Gardens
Calle 63 #68-95
1:00 PM
Price of entry to the gardens. 
Adults $2,700, children $1,400

lovers of wine and poetry
Enjoy poetry readings by 
Celedonio Orjuela and 
Claramercedes Arango while 
sipping on some delicious wines. 
Sign up beforehand if you wish 
to attend.
Casa de Citas
5:00 PM
Free

NIGHTlIFE
Gringo Tuesdays
The largest language and cultural 
exchange in Bogota, every 
Tuesday from 5pm to 9pm. After 
party from 9pm with DJs. 2x1 
beers from 5-10pm.
la villa
Carrera 14a #83-56
5:00 PM
Free before 9, $15,000 thereafter

Coming Up...
US independence Day July 4
If you’re from the US, you might miss being at home now. Still, with a large American ex-pat community, Bogota is not exactly 
a bad place to be. The US Embassy holds a celebration and flag-raising ceremony to get your patriotic blood pumping.

Rock al Parque August 16, Parque Simon Bolivar
This year, Rock al Parque celebrates its 20th birthday. Bogota’s free rock festival attracts international artists as well as some 
of Colombia’s biggest bands. The full line-up is yet to be released but confirmed artists include Black Label Society, Fishbone, 
The Casualties and Colombia’s own Aterciopelados and Esteman. Keep your eyes peeled for further announcements.

Franz Ferdinand October 5, Royal Center
Taking their name from European royals, this Glaswegian band is considered by some to be rock royalty. Their unmistaka-
ble sound arrives in Bogota for the second time after their frantic debut at the Iberoamerican Theatre Festival in 2010. The 
quartet, led by the charismatic Alex Kaprano, will no doubt be playing their classic hits as well as tunes from their most 
recent album, “Right Thoughts, Right Words, Right Action”. Tickets available via tuboleta.com, prices start from $90,000.
Arctic Monkeys November 4, El Campin
Rumours have been flying around about the possibility of British indie-rock legends Arctic Monkeys coming to Colombia 
and, much to the delight of many people here in the capital, they have now been confirmed. Their recent critically-ac-
claimed album, AM, follows on from a veritable plethora of successful hits. With more electric sounds than previous discs, 
yet still maintaining the pop foundations of their earlier albums, AM also adopts hip-hop and R&B influences to create a 
wonderfully eclectic sound that remains true to the band's roots. Tickets go on sale through tuboleta.com from June 20.

Film reviews
The Grand Budapest hotel

An American author comes of age as Wes Anderson delivers a madcap romp through a fictionalised Eastern Europe.  
Sparkling dialogue and wonderfully eccentric characters bounce off each other against Anderson’s trademark background 
of  super saturated colours.
The capers come thick and fast as fey protagonist M.Gustav (Raif Fiennes) and his energetic young Indian sidekick Zero 
(newcomer Anthony Quinonez) navigate their way through hotels, prisons, rich old widows, fascists, and much more.  An 
unadulterated joy from start to finish.

Oculus

Possibly the worst horror premise of the year. There is an evil mirror.  If you go near it, evil things happen and people die. 
Two children reunited as adults buy the mirror, which killed their parents. Because err.. They want to prove it is evil. 
So far, so terrible. However, there is one redeeming feature of this film.  The main point of any horror film is that it is scary, 
and WOW is this scary. Seriously, don`t watch it alone.  A film with psychological frights and gore in spades.  Don`t judge 
this film by its plot, and remember take some spare pants to the cinema with you.

la Juala de Oro

A poignant reminder of the struggle thousands face in their attempts to enter the US illegally. Three Guatemalan teenagers 
hope to find their American dream. With a few dollars and many horrors in their way, the odds are stacked against them. 
There are glimpses of tenderness and childish joy, but a background of grinding poverty and dangerous men make these 
brief bright moments short-lived. It will pull on your heart-strings and have you rooting for the trio every step of the way.
In Spanish without subtitles, it is great for beginners, as dialogue is sparse and simple, and the narrative straightforward.

By Duncan Hall

CUlTURE (cont)
Yoga workshop
Whether or not you have 
experience of yoga, this 
worskhop gives you the chance 
to learn about therapeutic and 
relaxational tools and practices.
Claustro de San Agustin
Carrera 8 #7-21
9:00 AM
 
Arte al natural
Every Saturday, the botanical 
gardens puts on a workshop 
focused on art using recycled 
materials.
Botanical Gardens
Calle 63 #68-95
11:00 AM
Price of entry to the gardens. 
Adults $2,700, children $1,400

CUlTURE
Pase la palabra: football tales
Renowned sports journalists share 
stories about football as well as 
reading texts by famed sports 
writers.
Biblioteca luis Angel Arango
Calle 11 #4-14
2:00 PM
Free

Cineclub
Bande A Part. Dir.: Jean-Luc 
Godard. Three youngsters meet in 
their English class and immediately 
hit it off, discovering their shared 
loved for crime fiction.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
6:30 PM
Free

los viajes son el destino - 
improvisational dance
Aiming to refelct life’s uncertainty 
and inconclusiveness, this 
improvised dance show is 
constantly changing and adapting. 
The dancers come from various 
countries and backgrounds, 
sharing their individual experiences 
together in a common space.
A Seis Manos
Calle 22 #8-60
8:00 PM
$5,000

French Cinceclub: Music special
The Alliance Francaise will show 
two short French films with 
Spanish subtitles. Je sens le beat 
qui monte en moi (Dir.: Yann Le 
Quellec, 2012) tells the story of a 
young tour guide, Rosalba, who 
is affected by a rather peculiar 
affliction - an uncontrollable 
desire to dance to the sound of 
any melody. Although she tries to 
hide her impulses, her eccentricity 
begins to attract her colleague 
Alain. The second film, Manu Chao 
Gira Mundo Tour (Dir.: Francois 
Bergeron) follows musician Manu 
Chao, born in Paris to Spanish 
parents, on a journey which brings 
out his unique way of seeing and 
hearing the world.
Alliance Francaise
Carrera 11 #93-40
6:30 PM
Free. Sign up at actividades@
clubconcorde.org.co

Featured Venue - a Seis Manos
Born in 2010 as the brainchild of two Frenchmen and a Colombian, A Seis 
Manos combines food, culture, art and music in beautiful surroundings. The 
three owners, sharing a love for Colombia, aim to showcase the country's 
cultural and artistic diversity, whilst also including a foreign touch.
Offering a cultural space for exhibitions, film screenings, dance recitals and 
local artists, A Seis Manos is more than simply a bar, it is a truly unique and 
distinct alternative to most of the bars in Bogota's centre. From live afro-Co-
lombian music and improvisational dance to French films, game nights and 
language exchanges, there are plenty of reasons to pop in.
Set in an old colonial building with a charming courtyard and a glass roof 
that creates a light, airy space, this is the perfect hideaway in the heart of the 
bustling centre. The relaxed dining atmosphere and tantalising menu make 
for a great lunch venue, while the seemingly never-ending and varied events will keep you entertained almost every night.
The food is based on traditional French home-cooking, with Colombian techniques and ingredients thrown in. The menu 
also contains flavours and influences from the Middle East, Africa and Asia, and you can always be sure to find at least one 
vegetarian option. On the whole, the food is healthy, simple, eclectic and reasonably priced. As well as the restaurant, bar, 
stage and dance floor, the venue also includes an independent design store, La Boutique, which showcases local designers. 
A Seis Manos, Calle 22 #8 - 60
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OK, so you’ve been out and picked up your 
bike, it’s your first time riding for a while 
and you need to know you’re not in Kansas 
anymore. Bogotá is a good, bad and ugly 
city in equal measures, but as long as you 
know what you’re dealing with, it’s an easy 
enough city to cycle in. It’s just a little...
unique, like that strange uncle that turns up 
at Christmas who you don’t really know and 
you’re a little afraid of him after he’s downed 
his thirty-third whisky. Here’s some tips on 
some of the little quirks and peculiarities 
you might not have experienced before.

Busetas are a pain. Of all the things people 
cite as reasons not to cycle, the busetas are 
probably the only one I really agree with. 
These lumbering, juddering behemoths are 
to be treated with caution. you might be 
able to dodge them easily enough, but one 
hit could take you out. There’s a whole lot 
of things they do that will seriously piss you 
off, so the best advice is to just stay as far 
from them as possible. They have a habit of 
swinging across the road like a pair of old 
man bollocks, spew out hordes of pedestri-
ans as ghastly as their fumes and care not 
for stopping incessantly, seemingly just to 
piss everyone else off. you should also be 
aware that they have a charming habit of in-
dicating left just before pulling a hard right.
you have to know your routes in Bogotá 
much more than in other cities; one of the 
joys of cycling a new city is idly spinning 

TWo WHEElS GooD
around backstreets, but here that could lead 
to problems, whether it be a mugging, fall-
ing down an enormous hole or just getting 
lost in the ‘grid’ system that appears to have 
been designed by a dyspraxic hamster. Also, 
for some reason, many Bogota roads have 
no lighting. This is a real hyper-pain.  Blame 
Petro, Santos or whoever your preferred 
folk demon of the day is. The wrong road 
can also resemble the surface of the moon 
and even on regular routes you would do 
well to make a mental map of where the 
worst huecos are.
I was told early on when I arrived in Bogotá 
that there’s no Spanish word for spatial 
awareness. After initially dismissing this as 
the rambling of a bitter expat, I later real-
ised that it’s either largely true or Rolos like 
to amuse themselves in traffic by arranging 
little shapes to impress people looking out 
of high windows. My favourite phenome-
na are when cars arrange themselves in zig 
zags, alternating between the far right and 
far left like confused mamertos, when they 
line up in diagonal lines like rugby backs, or 
when they all straddle the lane dividers as 
if they were scalextric cars. At other times, 
they simply become a mess, arranged like 
clichéd gravestones or English teeth.
Worse than this is the lack of awareness 
from pedestrians. The roads are fairly safe, 
but the reason there are so many traffic 
accidents is that almost nobody bothers to 
look before crossing the road. As a cyclist 
you may well also simply be ignored by 
most people who will just wander on out 
anyway, without even the good grace to do 
the funky chicken. Drug-addicted homeless 
people are a menace, as they care a hell of 
a lot less than you do about any possible 
collision and move like chessmen, either in 
diagonal surges of bishops, hopping curves 
of horseys or pawnstorms with aggressive 
sideways jolts.

Oli PRiTChARD

if you don’t get a little thrill of 
joy out of seeing a llama you 
should probably get hold of a 

shrink.

These lumbering, juddering 
behemoths are to be treated 
with caution. You might be 
able to dodge them easily 

enough, but one hit could take 
you out.

Beware the buseta, the pothole and the basuco head. Consider yourself warned!

www.thebogotapost.com/bogotapost @bogotapost

Oli Pritchard is an ex-London courier with 
experience of riding in many cities across 
four continents. His column, two wheels 
good is a regular column on cycling in 
Bogotá.

There might no longer be any abused horses 
forced to walk the streets pulling carts, but 
as Rolos care less about humans than ani-
mals, you still have guys with carts to deal 
with. These fellas do go contraflow, but 
there seems to be an assumed rule that they 
only go contraflow on the far outside. Have 
the decency to go round these guys with re-
spect and good manners- you’re not going 
to make anyone’s life easier by joining the 
tooting multitudes of 4x4s complaining 
about the existence of poor folk. Street per-
formers are the same: you often get a clown 
show or juggling display to enjoy as you 
filter through the traffic, though beware of 
the firebreathers or knife users – try and 
keep a $1,000 peso note in an easily grab-
bable place to hand out. On a brighter note, 
there are still llamas in La Candelaria and 
if you don’t get a little thrill of joy out of 
seeing a llama you should probably get hold 
of a shrink.

Almost every good bar/cafe etc. will let you 
sling a bike inside. This means you can actu-
ally get around quite easily despite not even 

owning a lock. This makes moving your 
bike around the city a damn sight easier. 
I’ve never in my life seen such an acceptance 
of bicycles as a standard form of transport 
or indeed as a perfectly acceptable ‘in the 
building’ item.
Speed is not so popular in Colombia -due 
to the presence of cheap cocaine – oh wait, 
wrong type of speed – because of people’s 
general tranquility. Bogotá drivers get off 
the lights with all the speed of a striking 
slug. Once you get round slamming into the 
back of people, it’s quite enjoyable – you’re 
like a sped up kung fu actor, zipping through 
static lines of cars. Especially fun is chang-
ing up the gears and thundering along in the 
fast lane overtaking car after car in moving, 
open road. Only 45-50kph but still enough 
to rocket you past all the fools in 4x4s.
So there you have it, kiddies. Some of the 
peculiar things that make cycling in Bogotá 
that little bit different from your hometown. 
Hopefully with all these in mind, you can get 
more out of your regular spins and under-
stand the city that little bit more.

Colombians love Nairo for his spirit, his 
kind-heartedness, and the fact that his 
is a real rags-to-riches story. To help his 
family out with money, a 16-year old 
Nairo used to work as a night taxi driver. 
Why at night? Partly because of school 
but also to avoid police checks as he 
didn’t have a driving license.
Another Nairo trait is something that 
Colombians call “malicia indigena.” It’s a 
calculated attitude of being clever to get 
what you want in this tough world.Con-
fronted by journalists who asked why he 
didn’t take a turn fighting the headwind 
when he broke off with the Spaniard Rod-
riguez on the penultimate stage of Tour 
2013, Nairo bluntly said that Rodriguez 
was more interested in the success of the 
escape and so he just took advantage of 
the situation.)
Finally, living in a developing country 
with its deficiencies and challenges, like 
many compatriots Nairo has developed 
the spirit of resourcefulness, combating 

problems of daily life with home-made, 
makeshift solutions. While modern 
cyclists from the West seems to be overly 
dependent on sophisticated power output 
meters and  heart-rate monitors,  Nairo 
just follows his intuition as he knows his 
body very well.
True champions have a potent mix of 
exceptional talent and the right attitude. 
And as the coach of his cycling team 
recently confessed, he hasn’t seen another 
cyclist with as much character as Nairo 
since the days of Bernard Hinault, five-
time winner of the Tour de France in the 
1980s.

Giro d’Italia... Giro d’Colombia?
...continued from back page
His compatriot Rigoberto Uran was 
moderately satisfied with second place – 
matching his successful result from last 
year. His big moment this year came in the 
12th stage with the flat time trial, when 
he not only won the stage but took the 
pink leader jersey from Australian veteran 
Evans. He then lost the pink jersey to 
Quintana in the heaviest stage and was not 
able to recover crucial time in the follow-

ing week. “I thought I could win the Giro. 
I believed that after the time trial, but I 
can never finish it off in the Grand Tours,” 
he told reporters.
Apart from Quintana and Uran’s perfor-
mances, Arredondo stood out winning the 
blue mountain jersey as best climber and 
taking the 18th Rifugio Panarotta stage 
win; Arredondo paid homage to his team 
manager Josu Larrazabal: “I have had 
difficult times during this Giro and even 

thought of abandoning. Two days ago, on 
the Stelvio, I thought I’d finish last. Josu 
put me in the car, warmed me up, and 
gave me the courage to start again. At the 
foot of the final climb, I wanted to attack, 
but Josu told me to wait. Then, much 
higher up, he said, ‘Julián, now!’ So I won 
the stage because of his advice.”
Colombian Cycling Pro stood out by 
attacking wherever possible. Together, the 
team showed the established order can 
expect more Colombians at the top. Fabio 
Corti, the team manager for Colombia 
Cycling Pro was pleased with his team’s 
performance. “What we did in this Giro 
was good. There has been a show, we have 
fought and were very close to a stage win, 
which for us would have been the best.” 
(Referring to Fabio Duarte’s second place 
finish on the won 18th stage.)  
youngest competitor Sebastian Henao 
finished the Giro in impressive style. At 
just 20, he finished on a remarkable 22nd 
place in the general classification, 
not giving away space to the stars. 
He said: “At the beginning the team 
told me to do just two weeks, but 
besides completing I always thought 
of making a mark in this race, Sky 
were very happy and thrilled with 
my result.”
The next challenge is already in 
sight with the Tour de France 
coming up. On July 5, the peloton 
will be off in Leeds, finishing three 
weeks later at the Champs Elysees 

in Paris.
Colombia’s dominance in Italy may raise 
expectations for the Tour de France, but 
the Colombian presence will be scarce. 
Quintana, Uran and Arredondo are all 
taking short vacations, while the Co-
lombian Cycling Pro did not receive an 
invitation. 
However, Colombian Carlos Betancur is 
said to be the trump card for the French 
AG2R team, although at this point there 
is a question mark hanging over his 
participation. His team say that he has 
not shown up for recent team meetings, 
because of a motivational problem.
Good news came for Sergio Henao, the 
older cousin of Sebastian Henao, from the 
British Sky team: he has been cleared from 
doping allegations so is able to compete 
again. A good performance in Switzerland 
may get him a place in the team of Tour de 
France favourite, Christopher Froome.

Arek Peryt looks at the cyclist’s meteoric rise to Giro fame

The year is 2006... it’s a Monday, 7:20am. 
The young Nairo Quintana is packing 
school books into his backpack and 
having finished his aguapanela  he waves 
goodbye to his large family and leaves 
home. To save on bus fare he gets on his 
heavy steel bike and  starts down the 10 
mile-long  descent  towards his school in 
Arcabuco. A few hours later he does the 
same route but climbing this time.

Sometimes his sister accompanies him, 
and being the good big brother he is, he 
pulls her bike attached to a piece of rope. 
He quickly gets hot although open spaces 
and chilly winds continue to weather his 
face. On the way he stops by the local 
water spring that comes directly from the 
side of the mountain. After a quick rest, 
he relentlessly works his way up until he 
arrives home, sweaty, breathing heavily, 
but with 4,000 pesos saved.
Weeks pass and young Nairo starts 
arriving home earlier and earlier, not 
far behind the bus. Then one day, while 
riding on his bike, a few cyclists from a 
local club overtake Nairo on their ex-
pensive, ultra-light bikes.  A few minutes 
later, hearing some noise from behind, 
the cyclists look back and there it is, the 
sphinx-like face of the schoolboy they 
passed. Excited, Nairo tells his father of 
his achievement. And an idea is born.
Now the day is 20 July, 2013, a Saturday 
morning. Nairo is in a small hotel in the 
French Alps. His roommate is already up. 

They can hear the buzz from the report-
ers outside their door. The Colombian 
Movistar team walk downstairs to stock 
up on energy from pasta, cheese, rice 
puddings and other high-calorie foods. 
Today is the big day, the penultimate, 
decisive stage of Tour de France. Nairo 
is third in the general classification 
with many contenders breathing down 
his neck. Whether he can hold on to 
his third place position is the question 
on everyone’s lips. If so, he will have 
equalled the best Colombian perfor-
mance in the Tour ever.
On the same day, 9,000 km away, it’s a 
cold, drizzly and windy morning in the 
sleepy village of Arcabuco, in the moun-
tainous department of Boyacá. It’s a bank 
holiday as today Colombia celebrates 
its Independence Day. Nairo’s former 
school is closed. All is quiet, apart from 
the main square. Crowds of local people 
wearing traditional ruanas (Colombian 
ponchos) are glued to a massive Movistar 
screen where their compatriot is racing, 
hidden in the big mass of riders in a 
colorful mosaic of t-shirts. The atmos-
phere is tense, people are biting their 
nails. The crowd becomes animated only 
when the commentator mentions Nairo’s 
name.
There’s an electrifying buzz of expec-
tation. Quintana’s face looking up with 
slightly open mouth offers no clues 
as to whether he’s suffering or feeling 
strong. Suddenly another racer named 
Rodriguez from Spain attacks the leader, 
named Froome, and straight after him 
goes Nairo and passes both of them. 
There’s no one else. Nairo looks like he’s 
got the podium sorted. Then with 1km to 
go, Froome attacks, but Nairo responds 
and counter attacks.

NaIRo: a 
ColoMbIaN HERo

Why Colombians love Quintana
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Sometimes his sister 
accompanies him, and 

being the good big brother 
he is, he pulls her bike 

attached to a piece of rope
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Busetas: if the fumes don’t get you the crazy driving will.
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Nobody, not even Froome, has an answer 
to that. The main square in Arcabuco 
erupts in joy. Nairo is flying like a bird set 
free from his cage, riding for Colombia 
on its day of glory. The Boyacense rides 
himself into position as winner of the 
stage and  second in general classifica-
tion, in the best ever performance by a 
South American. Quintana also takes the 
white jersey for the best young rider and 
the polka-dot one for the best climber, 
in his first ever Tour at the age of 23! 
His achievement is difficult to grasp. 
The people in his hometown continue to 
watch post-race features and interviews, 
but within minutes the screen is turned 

off and people start to go about their 
daily life. It feels colder again as the wind 
hurtles down the streets.
It’s Sunday, 1 June, 2014. A solitary finca 
by the side of the main road. Similar 
weather to ten months ago. The crowd 
outside is much bigger, though. Colombi-
an President Juan Manuel Santos is even 
there. No wonder. Today Nairo the first 
South American in history to win the 
Giro d’Italia. Nairo Quintana’s progres-
sion in the cycling world is unprecedent-
ed. What’s next? The biggest prize in the 
sport – the crown of the Tour de France? 
Maybe in 2015.
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Tennis: Nadal retains Roland 
Garros crown

Rafael Nadal won his ninth French open 
crown. In a battle of titans, the world 
number one faced world number two, 
Novak Djokovic in the final. The Spaniard 
dismissed the Serb in four sets 3-6, 7-5, 
6-2, 6-4. After two tight sets Nadal’s 
superior fitness turned the game to his 
advantage. In the women’s tournament 
Sharapova won her fifth grand slam. 
The next Grand Slam tournament will be 
Wimbledon, starting on June 23.

Field hockey: Australia field 
hockey World Cup victory

The Kookaburras beat the Dutch in their 
own back yard to retain the World Cup. 
Venturing into the lion’s den, Australia 
outclassed the home team, finishing 6-1. 
It was the other way around in the wom-
en’s tournament, with the Netherlands 
taking a tight 1-0 victory over Australia. 
Argentina won the bronze in both men’s 
and women’s tournaments.

ice hockey: los Angeles 
Kings make history

The Stanley Cup, the final showdown 
in the NHL, Los Angeles Kings beat the 
New york Rangers 4-1 in a best-of-seven 
series. The final match went to second 
overtime before Alec Martinez forced the 
decision. Kings’ forward Justin Williams 
was awarded Most Valuable Player in the 
final.

Basketball: San Antonio Spurs 
take fifth NBA title

With a repeat line-up from last year’s 
final, this time San Antonio Spurs took 
revenge on the Miami Heat clinching 
their fifth NBA title with a 4-1 win in the 
best-of-seven series. In the final game, 
the formation with veteran stars Duncan, 
Ginobili and Parker beat the Heat formed 
around superstar Lebron James, Wade 
and Bosh by 104-87. The 22 year-old 
Kawhi Leonard from the Spurs was 
crowned most valuable player in the final.

INTERNaTIoNal SPoRTS RoUND UP

Greek team unable to find the back of the net as Colombian side dominates with in 3-0 victory 

YElloW FEVER STRIKES 
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On Saturday June 14 the Colombian na-
tional anthem was proudly sung at the 
World Cup for the first time in 16 years. 
Head coach Jose Pekerman and his 23 
carefully chosen fighters stood firm and 
whipped the country to a state of ecsta-
sy. In the 90th minute Monaco star James 
Rodriguez finished off a counterattack to 
seal the 3-0 victory against Greece and, 
despite Sunday’s elections, the nation was 
united for a day.

The match was a demonstration of strength 
from a Colombian team met by a poor 
Greek performance. With Guarin still sus-
pended after a red card in the last qualifier 
against Paraguay, a calm, controlled start 
from Colombia resulted in a quick lead. 
After five minutes it was ‘Pablito’ Armero 
who finished an attack down the right wing 
from Cuadrado. 
The dreadlocked star was on the edge of 
the box looking to find a compatriot when 
he found Armero, who defeated the Greek 
goalkeeper with a controlled, albeit deflect-
ed shot. Determined to keep the margin, 

Colombia, led by captain yepes, defended 
well and went on to find more.
The wings, with Zuñiga and Armero, two of 
Colombia’s weapons in the qualifiers, were 
a constant threat for the Greek defence. 
Ibarbo, James and Cuadrado had chances at 
1-0 but the ball didn’t beat the Greek goalie. 
On the other side little was going on, Kone 
sent wide an attempt from 18 yards and just 
before half time Ospina made a beautiful 
save from another Kone attempt.
The second half started as the first half 
ended. At the 60-minute mark, a corner 

from James Rodriguez was easily fin-
ished by Teófilo Gutierrez after an essen-
tial touch from Aguilar.
Colombia dominated the game from 
there and only the Greeks’ greatest at-
tempt at a goal came when Gekas headed 
an open chance onto the crossbar. Co-
lombia was awoken once more and didn’t 
give away any more chances until James 
sealed the win with his goal for 3-0.

The Bogota Post brings you six pages of 
football coverage in our 2014 World Cup 

Special starting on Page 10

FREEK hUiGEN

Giro d’Colombia?

In the three week race through Northern 
Ireland, Ireland and Italy, the escarabajos 
conquered Italian soil. Quintana, Uran, 
Arredondo, Henao and the talents from 
Colombia Cycling Pro became the cham-
pions of this Giro. This will undoubtedly 
raise expectations for the Tour de France, 
the biggest of the grand tours which is 
coming up.
Twenty four year old Nairo Quintana from 
Movistar confirmed himself as the star of 
the moment and of the future; winning 
the 21 day race as well as the white jersey 
for best youngster. The seeds of his victory 

FREEK hUiGEN  & 
AREK PERYT

were sown in the 16th stage, where he 
recorded an historic stage win roughing 
through the ice walls of the Monte Stelvio. 
Quintana extended his lead in the steep 
climbing time trial to the top of Monte 
Grappa, leaving no doubt he was the de-
served champ.
Nairo stated it was not as easy as it seemed; 
“I’ve won in a good style but I’ve suffered as 
much as the others. It’s obvious that I hav-
en’t been in perfect health conditions. I still 
have runny nose.” He said, “Life pushed me 
and continues to push me. I’ve grown up 
pretty quickly with the help of those around 
me; I’ve learned a lot and taken some giant 
steps.”

continued on page 22

The 2014 edition of the Giro d’italia will go down in 
history as a Colombian triumph

BARRANQUILLA HAS been chosen 
to host the 2018 Central American and 
Caribbean Games. The Caribbean coastal 
town beat out Panama City and Veracruz in 
Venezuela to win the bid.
The event is expected to cost $170 million 
USD for costs including building and 
refurbishing sports stadiums, recreational 
and cultural programmes, receiving the 32 
delegations and making the city fit for the 
extra tourists who will come to the games. 

Director of Coldeportes Andrés Botero 
Phillpsbourne said, “We achieved our goal 
because we made a strong proposal based 
on the experiences we’ve had as organisers 
of major sporting events. We are ready to 
receive the 2018 Central American and 
Caribbean Games in Barranquilla.”
Work has already begun on the stadiums 
where the competition will be held, accord-
ing to Coldeportes. 

barranquilla wins games bid


