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Newsletter – special edition 
 

  
SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN-INDIA 
Kachtemsestraat 32   
8800 Roeselare 
Tel: 0473 428141 
info@zoutmijnkinderen.be	  
www.zoutmijnkinderen.be	  	  
 

Important news!  

 
Dear sponsors and sympathizers, 
 
With this newsletter we want to inform you about the change in management within the VZW  SOS  
ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN-INDIA / SOS ENFANTS DES SALINES -  SCAD Belgium’s Women to Women. 
 

How it started  

 
When Irena Vanderjeugt travels to India in 1989  to visit  
Dr. Cletus en Mrs Amali, she is strongly impressed by their 
efforts for the most-disadvantaged and outcasts. Dr. Cletus 
takes her with him to the saltpans, where men and women live 
and work in terrible circumstances, while their children receive 
no education at all and have to fill salt bags all day.  Irena is 
deeply moved.  
Dr Cletus asks her explicitly and constantly to search for 
sponsors so that these children could nevertheless receive 
some education.  
Back in Belgium Irena and some fellow inspirers set up the 
 vzw SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN / SOS ENFANTS DES SALINES.  

In a short time she succeeds in enthusing hundreds of people for this project : they ‘adopt’ a 
saltpan child and that way send it to school.  
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Time flies  

Meanwhile Dr. Cletus and Mrs Amali have been in charge of SCAD: ‘Social Change And 
Development’ for more than 25 years. This impressive non-profit association reaches more than 
half a million people – spread over more than 500 villages – and encourages sustainable 
development through a better health care, education, women groups, micro-finance, 
sustainable agriculture. Special attention is paid to groups that need support the most: elderly 
people, children, sick people, gypsies ,leprosy affected people, disabled people, …   
 
SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN/ SOS ENFANTS DES SALINES follows this growth: year after year the number 
of sponsors increases. Irena and her team get help from the province of West-Flanders, from town 
councils, schools, service-clubs… They receive many free gifts…   
 
The accent of the npa switches towards education and health care for each child, hence also for 
the many under-nourished children of farmers without arable land, snake catchers, gypsies, 
leprosy affected people… and the disabled children. The amount of money transferred to SCAD 
each year, is considerable.  
With a contemporary vision on development support the npa now sponsors among others the 
access to drinking water and appropriate sanitary facilities for each school in order to guarantee 
the basic health care for all children in a village.  
 
The npa gets a daughter : SCAD Belgium’s Women to women, under the inspiration of two sisters : 
Kiki Pauwels-Braet and Kiane Van Lindt-Braet, later succeeded by Marie Ooms. Women for 
women sponsors female groups, supported by SCAD. They meet every month. 

Indeed: strong women, strong mothers are the best guarantee for healthy strong children.  
And look : the circle is closed : saltpan children become ‘the salt of the earth’ in India, thanks to 
you all, you who are also the ‘salt of the earth’ in our prosperous Belgium.  

28 years later…  

But also for Irena time flies. Meanwhile she has got a little bit older and thinks  time is right to pass 
on the presidency. She made a well thought-out choice and puts her mandate in full confidence 
into the hands of Marjolijn Vergote. 

‘I’ll be 75 soon, so it is high time for a new wind in our npa… and also time for not carrying 
the overall responsibility on my shoulders…  
There are 28 years between my first trip to India in 1987 and this farewell … the children in 
India have of course become an essential part of my life, a part that I can’t just put      
aside … Hence, it is a pleasure for me to stay involved in the actions of the npa as 
‘honorary chairman’  
The thousands of children of the poorest, the children of outcasts and the disabled 
children keep counting on us. A strong npa team with members from the very beginning 
and new members is ready to – together with Marjolijn – make a fresh wind blow in the 
interest of all these Indian children. Warm thanks for your lasting support!’’                    Irena 

‘To awaken a nation, women must wake up. When we start moving, the family moves, 
then the village, then the country and so we build the India of tomorrow. 
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Passing on the torch  

 

Marjolijn already cherishes a dream since she was 12 to help fellow-creatures in the South – who 
live in less fortunate, sometimes extremely marginal circumstances – so that they can get out of 
their disastrous environment. She dedicates her professional career to the therapeutic support of 
children and adults with a physical disability within the services center GID(t)S in Gits. Since 2005 
she is co-attender of the cooperation Dienstencentrum GID(t)S-SCAD. She has already 
visited SCAD several times, mainly in view of exchange of knowhow, research and 
treatment of children, young adults and adults with a restriction. 

 Marjolijn gets to know Irena this way…  

 
‘To the unexpected question whether I would take over the 
presidency, I have said “YES”. First of all out of respect for Irena, who 
deserves a big pat on the back. During all these years she has 
devotedly – giving the best of herself – been in charge of the npa 
and drawn it – with a number of enthusiastic fellow inspirers, who 
also deserve a pat on the back. Her ‘life giving work’ must be 
continued. I have seen the environment of the extremely poor 
families in the remote villages with my own eyes. There are no words 

for it… I can/may not stay impassive’. 

 
In addition I can/may not disappoint Dr. Cletus, Mrs Amali and the entire  SCAD team, 
who – with the support they receive – realize strongly argued, sustainable projects. 

 
Children are the/our future. To love children, to help developing the strengths and talents 
they have in them, standing up for their rights … all this fascinates me, makes me deeply 
happy. I involve myself in this challenge with a lot of enthusiasm, but I realize that it won’t 
be easy to succeed such an excellent chairman’  

 

 

Passing	  on	  the	  torch	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  Mr.	  Charles	  (SCAD)	  

 

 

	   	  



a   

  Pagina 4 van 6    
 

The future  

As new president Marjolijn immediately explains the main lines for the future.  
 

‘SUPPORT TOGETHER’ 
… together with a team of enthusiastic board members, who engage themselves 
voluntarily for well-marked tasks that they have chosen on the basis of their own strengths 
and interests.. 
…together with a group of enthusiastic sympathizers of SOS Zoutmijnkinderen-
India/SCAD , who at request roll up their sleeves if something needs to be organized. 
…together with a large group of sponsors – some of them already for many years – who 
make a (small) financial contribution. 

‘EMPOWER CHILDREN’ 
The main goal of vzw SOS Zoutmijnkinderen India is and stays empowering 
underprivileged children. We want to reinforce them/ help them to get out of their 
miserable situation by – with mediation by SCAD – giving them education and providing 
basic health care 

 ‘ACCEPT NEW CHALLENGES’’ 
EXPAND OUR ACTIONS 
The  SCAD-Management is enormously grateful for the financial support  they receive 
through mediation by SOS Zoutmijnkinderen India. Without this support a lot of SCAD 
projects would never have been realized.  

Small schools were built and equipped with toilets. Water reservoirs were built in the 
villages in function of (drinking) water. All this needs – like a ‘prudent man’ should do – to 
be preserved and repaired in time. The projects that have been realized are wonderful, 
but it takes personnel to set up/manage/continue the work …and they also expect –
justly – to get paid for what they do. 
Similar ‘costs’ cannot be put into a ‘project’ and payroll costs will not be considered in 
getting a tax certificate. To ease this ‘financial emergency’, we will have to expand our 
fundraising actions. Interesting ideas are extremely welcome. 
 
SPREADING NEWS THROUGH RENEWED WEBSITE    www.zoutmijnkinderen.be  
From now on we want to pass on information to those who are interested with a 
constant news flow on the topicality from SOS Zoutmijnkinderen and all that goes on in  
SCAD. To make this possible, we will give our website a new format. 
 
RESTRICT OUR ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT 
We become more and more aware of the fact that we need to handle Mother Nature 
with care. Our npa can contribute to that. Newsletters, invitations, thank letters … these 
will all be send digitally whenever possible.  

If you have access to the internet… a warm call to choose this way to receive all 
information… THANKS in advance.  
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The Board of Directors gets a partly new composition too. 

 

Els Gallin and Nicholas Van Poucke, enthusiastic members of the board from the very beginning, 
would now like to face other exciting challenges and of course we support them in this decision. 

 Gabriël Vanderjeugt also made it clear that he – due to his already ripe old age – wants to put 
an end to his contribution as member of the General Assembly and to pass on the torch onto 
younger volunteers.  

However, they keep SOS Zoutmijnkinderen India in their heart and will continue to support their 
activities. Thank you for everything! Thanks for their hard and altruistic efforts! 

For the ‘new’ members their work is already a source of inspiration and animation. It is obvious 
that the “workers of the very beginning” will support the new people in the group wherever they 
can.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN-INDIA 
 
Honorary chairman Vanderjeugt Irena - Pittem 
Chairman Vergote Marjolijn - Roeselare 
SCAD Belgium’s Women for women Ooms Marie - Antwerpen 
Secretary Van Eeckhoutte Els - Pittem 
Treasurer Vandegehuchte Patrick - Oostende 
Fund raising SOS Zoutmijnkinderen Desmedt Lieve - Torhout 
Fund raising SOS Enfants des Salines Hopchet Fabienne - Wilrijk 
Communication  Ven Marijke - Oostende 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN-INDIA 
 

                 Dr Babu Cletus - Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu (Founder and Chairman of SCAD) 
                 Biesbrouck Francky - Torhout (a.a. fund raising) 
                 Crabbe Annemie - Veurne (a.o. fund raising) 
                 Deprez Baptist – Heuvelland (a.o. fund raising) 
                 Kersse Sonja - Tielt (a.o. communication) 
                 Van Caster Natacha - Kortrijk (a.o. fund raising) 
                 Vandorpe Hilde - Hooglede (o.a. secretariat) 
                 Vergote Tine - Roeselare (o.a. secretariat) 

 
Redaction : Marijke Ven, Sonja Kersse, Marjolijn Vergote, Irena Vanderjeugt.  

 
 
RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER DIGITALLY FROM NOW ON !!! 

Please send an email with object “Newsletter Zoutmijnkinderen’ to the mail address  
info@zoutmijnkinderen.be and help us save costs and trees.  
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We hope you will keep ‘SOS ZOUTMIJNKINDEREN’ also for the years to come 
in your heart. Let us still be able to empower a lot of children and their 
families so that they can have a bright future.	  	  

	  

DONATE 

1. WITH TAX CERTIFICATE  
Account number and BIC beneficiary                  

BE10.0000.0000.0404  -  BPOPBEB1 

Name and address beneficiary:                   

KBS (Koning Boudewijn Stichting) 

1000 BRUSSEL 

Message:                                                     

 ***128/2518/00005*** 

(= reference to the project ‘Zoutmijnkinderen India’) 

(from 40 € off)  

2. WITHOUT TAKS CERTIFICATE 

Account number and BIC beneficiary:    

BE02.4748.1823.4140  -  KREDBEBB 

Name and address beneficiary   

KBC Roeselare - Zoutmijnkinderen  

Message:    
“GIFT zoutmijnkinderen” or  
“GIFT kinderen met beperking” 


