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Raised in the opulence of Danish nobility,
Tycho Brahe helped the advancement of
astronomical development during the
16th century while gaining himself a
reputation as one of the most colorful
and uncanny characters to make an
appearance in the history of astronomy.
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THE INFAMOUS DUEL

During his early twenties, Brahe and his cousin
found themselves in a heated debate overa
recent astrological prediction. The .
disagreement escalated into a fencing duel
during which his cousin sticed into his forehead
and chopped off his nose. Thereafter, Tycho
attached a prosthetic metal nose with paste
to fix his cosmetic inconvenience. Some
historians have speculated that he wore an
assortment of different prosthetics for
various occasions, Perhaps adorning a more
comfortable copper nose at timesovera
heavier precious metal one.
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CASTLE OF THE HEAVENS
With a bit of aristocratic sweet-talking,
Tycho convinced King FrederickTrof
Denmark to give him the island of Hven A
and to finance the best-funded and most \ =
hedonistic observatory in history. Y Ny W
Uraniborg consumed over five percent of o N TR N EE T
Denmark's tional product maki Ol o eromes \
@-.5.&_. m gross national product maxing t ‘ m\\ With the aid of Uraniborg’s astronomical A\
it an all time world record for research 4 instruments, Tychowas able to make g
funding. The observatory gained popular N, 4 observations that were strikingly accurate 4/
appeal across Europe for its decadent “HN 4\ compared toprevious measurements at the J//
arty scene and Tycho's notable = \“\ A, time. Animgressive feat considering that <
party sce ycne sna e ] the telescope had yet tobe invented. His
reputation. Allegedly he kepta { ?\ / data brought abservational astronomy toa "y
clairvoyant dwarf named Jepp as his = newlevel of accuracy. He began doing 2
court jester. BN v extensive work on the movernents of v
Ok planetsin the sky, The prevaiting theory at
oA A the time was a geo ar earth centered 4
Ny, universeinstead of the sun-centered model
praposed by the astronomer Copernicus at
# thaturn of the century. Without precise
2 data Copernicus’s modei couldnot be fw,
T N [ proven accurate, Tycho's measurements v
;%J ) [ were beginning to allow for a y
T & recensideration of that theory. A
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