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Learning about and becoming comfortable
with your changing bodes...
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SO YOU’VE REACHED ADULTHOOD...

The final stage in your metamorphosis is
accompanied by a number of changes both
physically and behaviourally. Although expe-
riencing initial embarassment, new imagines
should understand that these changes are a
natural part of growing up.

All the energy you have

accumulated as either a larva

or nymph are now directed

toward a new purpose:

REPRODUCTION. To this

end, safe sex, abstinence

and monogamy are strongly

discouraged; your imperative

is to mate as frequently and

as fiercely as possible. ,wﬂ
13

Fortunately, your adult form is likely equipped
with one or more reproductive strategies to
ensure your success as a sexual competitor.
This edition of Insect Sex Ed offers a summary
of the various types of strategies available for
sexually mature males.
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1. SPECIALIZED PENIS MORPHOLOGY

Your copulatory organ, or AEDEAGUS, may
assume any one of countless possible shapes
and sizes while also serving some adaptive
funtion (see following pages).

BASIC ANATOMY:
EPIPROCT

TERGITE

PARAPROCT

GENITAL
CHAMBER

AEDEAGUS

STERNITE

The particular design of your acdeagus is
determined by sexual selection, owing either
to mate choice (female preference for specific
structures), intrasexual competition (with rival
males) or intersexual conflict (evolving out of
an arms race with the female ovipore).
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2. SPERM PRECEDENCE

You may be endowed with a modified
aedeagus that allows you to either strategi-
cally position your sperm within the female’s
spermatheca or to physically remove a rival’s
sperm (obeying the first-in-last-out rule).

Sperm displace-

ment, or STRATI-

FICATTON, would

involve replacing

previously depos-

ited sperm with your own. Your penis in this
case will have a flexible, whip-like form.

REMOVAL can be
achieved cither directly,
by scooping out existing
sperm or indirectly, by
flushing out a previous
ejaculate. Your penis will
typically resemble either
a hammer or shovel.




