


Pulpdom Online 10, Christmas, 2015. Celebrating Pulps & ERB for almost 55 years.
Ed. & Pub by Camille Cazedessus - Pulpdom is the Son of ERB-dom, born in 1960.

I’ve reached back into the early 20th century to reprint part II of a prehistoric series that ran in 
The All-Story in 1919-20: “The People of the Glacier” by C. B. Hough. I located some appropriate 
Zdenek Burian drawings to accompany it, even a back cover that fits the story. Zdenek Burian is one 
of the premier artists of the 20th century, particularly his paintings of ancient man and prehistoric 
creatures.  See: PREHISTORIC MAN, by J. Augusta (1960). I here remind you that my 1973 “Jungle 
Scenes of Tarzan” Zed Burian art folio is still available from me for $50 + postage. It consists of 30 
large sepia tone prints from the first three Tarzan novels as published in Czechslovakia. 

 The front cover painting by Ernest Grisel from an old Boy’s Own Paper (an 1890s UK pulp). 
Enjoy Mike Taylor’s review of the new Kevin Costner book: THE EXPLORERS GUILD.

It was Henry Hardy Heins who reported the most often used chapter title in the ERB books 
was “Escape.”  There is certainly something very desirable to read a story that lifts you out of this 
world and off into a fantastic land of real heart pounding adventure, daring feats, with a close com-
panion...and then to escape to the safe confines of your home . Thanks ERB, for helping me “escape” 
so often. It’s been a long run, and “I still live!” -Caz

           I have 
      constructed 
    my own website 
   and taken total 
  control of every 
 word and all the 
pictures.Some rough 
edges, but...in time...

I have used a 
wix.com template and    
 found it adaptable to   
 my specific, eclectic
tastes. I’m sure to im-
 prove it over the next
  few months, but for   
 now, it is up for your    
   viewing pleasure.
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Hough, Clyde B(ird) (1889-1975) (stories) 
Born in Illinois. Was (illegally) arrested on 5-June-
1917, 10 days before the Espionage Act was 
passed on the 15th. He had been an anti-war 
activist and secretary to the Rockford Furniture 
Workers (a local chapter of the I.W.W., the 
Industrial Workers of the World) Charges were 
also brought forward on the account of his non-
registration. He was released from jail in 26-July-
1919 on bond, sentenced to a five-year term, and 
quickly took to writing fiction stories. That came 
a quick close when in 25-April-1921 he was sent 
back to Leavenworth to serve another five-year 
term, for obstruction of the draft. June 1922, 
President Harding commuted his sentence. 

* The Bargain, (ss) Adventure Feb 10 1925 
* Better So, (ss) Adventure mid-Jan 1919 
* The Call of the Jungle, (ss) Adventure Oct #1 

1918 
* Darcy Deserts, (ss) Adventure mid-Nov 1917 
* The Fingers of Home, (ss) Adventure May #1 

1919 
 * The Green Bottle, (ss) High Spot Magazine Mar 

1931 
* The Groove, (ss) All-Story Weekly Dec 8 1917 
* Head-Hunters and Gold, (ss) Adventure mid-

Sep 1919 
* An Hour, (ss) Adventure Jul #1 1919 
* Justice, (ss) Adventure Jan #1 1920 
* Marooned, (ss) Sea Stories Magazine Nov 5 

1922 
* The Nature of the Beast, (ss) Adventure Sep 1 

1930 
* One of Life’s Guardians, (ss) Adventure Jan 30 

1923 

A Partner for Gogo, (ss) Adventure Jun 30 1924 
* The People of the Glacier: (6 part series)
* ___ I. The Great Cold, (ss) All-Story Weekly 

Nov 1 1919 
* ___ II. The Passing of the Great Cold, (ss) All-

Story Weekly Dec 20 1919 
*____ III, The Fire, (ss), All-Story Weekly, Jan. 3, 

1920
* ___ IV. The Course of Cave Love, (ss) All-Story 

Weekly Jan 17 1920 
* ___ V. Wings Against the Cave Walls, (ss) All-

Story Weekly Jan 31 1920
*___ VI. A Newer Dawn, (ss) All-Story Weekly, 

Feb. 14, 1920  
* Red Idols (with Garland Vultee), (ss) Novelets 

Apr 1925 
* Red’s Example, (ss) Adventure mid-Dec 1918 
* Rescued, (ss) Adventure Aug #1 1919 
* A Sixty-Thousand-Dollar Tintype, (ss) 

Adventure May #1 1921 
* The Spirit of the Flames, (ss) Adventure Jul 10 

1922 
* Straight to the Mine, (ss) Western Story 

Magazine Oct 7 1920 
* Toll of the Sands, (ss) North•West Stories Jun 

1929 
* Two Calls in the Jungle, (ss) Adventure mid-

Nov 1918 
* The Vengeance of Rooney, (ss) Adventure Jun 

#1 1919 
* The Weakness of Men, (ss) Adventure mid-Jul 

1920 
* The Will to Go On, (ss) Adventure Apr #1 1920 
* Wolf Fangs, (ss) North•West Stories Nov #1 

1928
         (From another website, and now corrected!)
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For over a decade in the early 20th century, The All-Story, a classic old pulp, ran this column heading 
wherein the editor previewed stories for future issues and commented in general. I borrow it here to in-
troduce C. B. Hough, author of the following short story, a remarkable little unpublished prehistoric.-Caz
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The 
People
of the 
Glacier

Illustrations by Zdenek Burian
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THE EXPLORERS GUILD:  
Volume I,  A Passage to Shamballa 

by Jon Baird and Kevin Costner, 
Illustrated by Rick Ross, 

Atria Books (Simon & Schuster), 2015

Reviewed by Mike Taylor

A totally retro excursion from today’s 
cyber world.  This book was designed and 
produced to replicate the style of the late 19th 
Century, complete with old-time illustrations, 
lengthy chapter headings, and even browning 
pages.  

The story itself is a curious combination of 
Poe’s “Ms. Found in a Bottle” and Kipling’s Far 
East tales, interwoven with sepia-toned graphic 
sequences.  To say the pace is leisurely is a vast 
understatement.  The narrative meanders hither 
and yon, full of interludes and expositions--not 
the kind of book you can devour in an evening 
or two.  The emphasis is all on capturing the feel 
of those intrepid British adventurers from the 
period, as exemplified in the fiction of  H.R. 
Haggard and Joseph Conrad.  It’s divided into 
five “books” following an introduction and a 
prologue, so that’s how we’ll look at them.

           The opening pages introduce the “gentle 
reader” to the reclusive Explorers Guild which 
serves as an umbrella for presenting this story.  
Next the prologue (done in graphics) briefly 
visits the Arthur Ogden expedition “lost at or 
about the pole in the Winter of 1912.”  And we’re 
off…

BOOK ONE:  August 1917.  World War I as 
it was prosecuted in the Middle East.  Corporal 
Buchan of the Third Light Cavalry, bearing a 
message from Bombay for Major John Ogden, 
arrives at Al-Shar, a fortress on the Tigris River 
50 kilometers south of Baghdad.  Major Ogden 
and his Fifth Dragoon Guards have forged far 
ahead of the main force commanded by General 
Nixon.  Buchan falls under the spell of the re-
bellious major.  When Ogden receives an urgent 
request from his sister Frances, forwarding the 
expedition log of his missing brother Arthur, he 
chooses to leave for the coast at once--a clear act 
of desertion.  

BOOK TWO:  October 1912 and diverse 
times.  Wallowing in a surfeit of family history, 
Arthur Ogden’ journal recounts the odd 
competition with his cousin Cyril which led up to 
his mounting an expedition to the pole.  It’s time 
to start paying close attention now, because the 
story bounces around between locales and time 
periods:   the polar snows, Romania, the coast of 
Africa, and the good ship Virago bearing Major 
Ogden and those who have chosen to follow 
him, including a last-minute addition, Corporal 
Buchan.  We’re also introduced to Evelyn 
Harrow, born Ilyena Sirotskaya in the Provinces, 
an internationally renown silent screen star and 
sybarite.  And there’s the mysterious figure of 
one Mr. Sloane, whose shadowy presence hovers 
over all.

BOOK THREE:  February -May 1918.  The 
plot gets even more convoluted as a host of 
minor characters are introduced.  Miss Harrow’s 
yacht, the Tiflah Al-Safi, rescues Ogden and his 
men from a sinking Virago.  A young boy named  
Bertram  appears  who  apparently  holds 
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some  key  to  the  mystery of Shamballah.  He 
also has a hole drilled in the back of his skull, 
plugged with a cork!  The yacht sails into New 
York harbor where there’s considerable intrigue 
going on in the dockside environs, while Major 
Ogden visits his brother’s estate on the Hudson.  
Arthur Ogden is badly off following his arctic 
adventure, a walking skeleton visited by 
haunting visions.  He has apparently been to 
Shamballa but has no recall of the place.  Sister 
Frances is at the estate too and they are soon 
joined by Evelyn Harrow.  Arthur shows them a 
futuristic machine invented by the mysterious 
Mr. Sloane, a kind of mind-probe that can 
recover memories.  Then via some kind of 
shortcut through the physical world, young 
Bertram also turns up at the estate.  An interlude 
provides some background on Shamballa--
apparently the mystical city appears and 
disappears in varying locations around the globe.  
Many of the story’s principals, including Major 
Ogden, Mr. Sloane and Evelyn Harrow, gather at 
the local Explorers Guild in New York City.  An 
attempt to reach Shamballa is planned.

BOOK FOUR:  May 1918.  The party em-
barks on the dirigible Luftschiff Metternich headed 
for the continent--after being bombarded by 
flaming octopi!  Corporal Buchan and Miss 
Harrow have a brief romantic interlude out over 
the ocean. The destination is Castle Feritiva and 
they no sooner arrive overhead than the airship 
is attacked by a flight of Sopwith Camels.  Most 
of the principals reach the ground alive, including 
Mr. Sloane, who leads them along a secret route 
into the castle.  Major Ogden is obsessed with 
finding some manner to revive his brother.  Then 
Sloane subjects poor Bertram to a brain probe 
which allows the lad to gaze upon unworldly 
vistas, which only raise more questions.  More 
bizarre events unfold within the castle which I 
must treat as spoilers--so as not to ruin it for new 
readers.

BOOK FIVE:  November 1918.  Well, after 
gallivanting around the globe for nearly 600 
pages, the party finally ends up back where they 
started--the fortress of Al-Shar in Persia.  A secret 
entrance leads down to an underground 
waterway which apparently connects with 
different cities, one of which may hold the key to 
Shamballa.  Waiting for them in a vast ca- vern is 

a giant submersible vehicle.  They pile aboard, 
nicknaming it the Black Joke, and launch it into the 
waterway.  It sustains hull damage and the 
dragoons must man the pumps to keep the 
waters at bay but they sail ahead, emerging from 
the canal into the underground settlement of 
Gryzha.  There they run into armed conflict and 
take some casualties but Major Ogden learns 
from the magistrates that his brother has indeed 
passed this way, enclosed in a special metal coffin 
to keep him alive.  They press ahead, finally 
surfacing in Kathmandu, and then on foot into 
the mountains of Nepal and to the base of Mount 
Meru.  After a grinding climb to the summit they 
finally reach their goal, the Channa-Achala 
Mountain Lamasery.  Here, finally, secrets are 
revealed, Mr. Sloane discloses his history to 
Bertram, Major Ogden finds his brother, and the 
story wheezes to a close.
 

Kevin Costner, of course, enjoys major 
celebrity status, so “Shamballa” has gotten far 
more exposure than books of a comparable type.  
Evidently there’s a planned movie tie-in as well.  
His co-author, Jon Baird, seems a rather odd 
choice, since his previously published books are 
titled SONGS FROM NOWHERE NEAR THE 
HEART and DAY JOB:  A WORKPLACE 
READER FOR THE RESTLESS AGE--these don‘t 
exactly conjure up images of high adventure.  
Rick Ross is an graphic artist whose work 
includes URBAN MONSTERS for Image Comics 
and the animation for Cinemax’s FEMME 
FATALES.

So, does it work?  In my case, it started be-
coming a chore about midway through BOOK 
TWO.  I found the graphics sections particularly 
distracting.  Just when the ornate prose was 
starting to draw me in--oops!  The narrative 
picked up in picture mode and I had to shift 
gears.  And the story line seems longer and more 
complicated than it needs to be.

The audience for this kind of experiment is 
fairly limited.  This book is labeled Volume 
One…will there ever be a Volume Two?  
Frankly, I have my doubts, at least in this format, 
which must have been quite costly to produce.
____________________________________________
Note: This new hardcover in dj is about $20. 
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